The Old Bridges of Leinster
Leinster is shaded blue in the map below.
No.
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Location
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No.

Bridge

Location

Date

th

L1

Babe’s Br.

N 892 700

13 C

L18

Kinnegad Br.

N 601 452

17th C

L2

Ballykilcavan Br.

S 596 972

17th C?

L19

Leabeg Br.

O296 063

c1680

th

L3

Bective Br.

N 859 598

17 C

L20

Leighlin Br.

S 691 654

c1650

L4

Bellew’s Br.

J 019 099

1674

L21

Lissenhall Br.

O 186 482

c1500

L5

Birr Old Br.

N 059 047

c1660

L22

Mabes Br.

N 736 773

13th C

L6

Blackfriars Br.

S 503 562

1633

L23

Maudlin Br.

O 050 683

14th C?

L7

Caragh Br.

N 853 208

c1600

L24

Milltown Br.

O 168 302

17th C

L8

Clara Br.

T 169 921

c1690

L25

Monk’s Br.

S 412 832

13th C

L9

Clynan Br.

N 214 586

17th C

L26

Newtown Br.

N 815 568

15th C

L10

Crooked Br.

O 036 248

17th C

L27

Roganstown Br.

O 150 502

17th C

L11

Ennisnag Br.

S 523 438

13th C

L28

Slane Br.

N 963 736

14th C

L12

Gormanstown Br.

O 170 658

15th C?

L29

Tintern Abbey Br.

S 796 099

16th C

L13

Grace Dieu Br.

O 178 523

15th C?

L30

Tower Br.

S 490 636

1647

L14

Harristown Old Br.

N 877 095

17/18th C

L31

Trim Br.

N 801 570

14th C

L15

Irishtown Br.

S 504 563

17/18th C

L32

Watercastle Br.

S 425 805

16th C

L16

Kilcarn Br.

N 84 655

16th C

L33

Wicklow Br.

T 316 940

1690

L17

King John’s Br.

O 040 343

1600?

1

L1. Babe’s Bridge once crossed the River
Boyne, 3½km north-east of Navan, though
now only a single arch and a few remnants
of piers and abutments remain. The
photograph taken from

O’Keeffe and

Simington shows that arch, viewed from
upstream. The arch is Gothic (pointed) and
spans 5.2m, while the pier beside it was
perhaps 2m in breadth. Using these dimensions and knowledge of the river width, and making the assumption
that the arches were equal in span, the aforementioned concluded that the original bridge had 11 arches. The
arch rings are flush, and very variable in length and width. The bridge was 4.5m wide, but whether this
accommodated parapets so leaving a narrower carriageway is unknown. O’Keeffe and Simington bring
th

forward documentation which fixes the build date as fairly early in the 13 century, and explain its absence
from later maps as a consequence of its going out of use in the 16
‘Baube’, a Norman landowner, responsible for its building.

2

th

century. The name may come from

L2. Ballykilcavan Bridge crosses the
River

Stradbally,

22km

north-west

of

Carlow. The bridge comprises 5 arches of
shapes varying from segmental, to flat
oval, separated by broad piers. There
appear to be cutwaters on each face, with
those on the upstream face rising to
provide 4 refuges. The fabric is limestone
rubble, and the single flush arch rings are made of shaped voussoirs. The bridge is c3.5m wide. There is a
date plaque for 1713 on a parapet, but I think this may mislead. Given the width, the apparent differences
between arches which suggests rebuilding to which the plaque may refer, and aspects of design like the arch
th

shapes and refuges, I suspect that this bridge may be a century older, and I shall assign it to the 17 century.
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L3. Bective Bridge crosses the River
Boyne beside a ruined abbey of the same
name, 8km south of Navan. The bridge
comprises 10 stilted semi-circular river
arches, with 4 in the centre spanning
4.3m, reducing to 3m for those nearest the
banks. There is a small flood arch on the
north-east bank. The piers are unusually
variable in breadth, ranging from 1.2 to 2.3m, and carry cutwaters upstream but none downstream; the 3

rd

from each bank rises to provide a small refuge. The fabric is rubble, and the arch rings are single and flush,
made up of shaped voussoirs. The roadway is 5.5m wide and has not been widened. It is tempting to assume
that where a bridge of old appearance is sited near a medieval abbey, that the connection will have been
th

intimate, but O’Keeffe and Simington demonstrate that the bridge is most likely to be of the 17 century.
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L4. Bellews Bridge crosses the Creggan
River, 6½km north-west of the centre of
Dundalk, just west of the M1 Motorway.
The bridge has 6 stilted segmental arches;
the fabric is limestone rubble. The single
flush arch rings are made of shaped
voussoirs. The bridge is 6.4m wide, and
may have been widened. The plaque
mounted on the inside of the upstream
parapet, attributes its building to Sir John
th

Bellew in 1674. The bridge was restored in the early 20 century, though it is not clear what that entailed.
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L5. Birr Old Bridge crosses the River
Camcor near the centre of the town of Birr
in County Offaly. It was unique in Ireland
because

until

the

1970s

it

carried

buildings. As built, of rubble in c1660 it had
4 segmental arches, but it is impossible to
present useful dimensional information, or
indeed to say much about the form of the
original bridge because it has been so
much altered. It is said that it was modified
5 times, and the upper photograph shows
the effect of one widening step with a
previous arch ring visible in the soffits. The
lower photograph is a postcard from the
th

first half of the 20 century and shows the
4 arches and the buildings mentioned. The
bridge

looks

quite

nondescript

now,

without the buildings and with metal
railings, but it is to be hoped that a detailed
history might be put together.
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L6.

Blackfriars

Bridge

crosses

the

Breagagh River a little upstream from
Irishtown Bridge, near

the centre of

Kilkenny City. It comprises 3 segmental
arches, and is built of limestone rubble
save that the voussoirs forming single
flush arch rings are shaped and dressed.
The two faces look different, and not just
because of the absence of cutwaters
downstream, but because the grade of the
stone on the upstream face, shown below,
is significantly smaller than that used
upstream. The dressed copings on the upstream parapets also contrast with the roughly cut blocks used
downstream. The bridge is approximately 15m long, and the width between the parapets is around 7m. This
dimension and the differences between the two faces suggest strongly that the bridge might have been
widened, but the soffits provide no back-up for this, nor does the Listing make any such assertion. The bridge
is dated there to 1633. Access is fairly good upstream, but poorer at the other face where there is thick
foliage.

7

L7. Caragh Bridge crosses the River
Liffey, 4½km north-west of Naas. The
bridge comprises 6 stilted segmental
arches, ranging in span from 4.4 to 5.7m,
separated by piers up to 3.3m in breadth.
2 arches of the larger span are to the
south, and 4 of the smaller to the north. As
can be seen from the photographs, the
upstream aspect, shown above, differs
from

the

downstream

aspect

below.

Upstream, the cutwaters are triangular and
rise to just above the arch crowns, while
downstream they are trapezoidal and cut
off at crown level to carry a pipe. Although,
all the arch rings are single and flush, the
voussoirs differ markedly at both faces,
some being roughly shaped slices, others
dressed. The carriageway is 4.1m wide,
and the bridge has never been widened. There seems no doubt that there has been substantial rebuilding of
the bridge, possibly because more than one arch collapsed; O’Keeffe and Simington suggest that arches 1, 5,
th

th

& 6, reading from the north, were rebuilt in the 18 and 19 centuries, but by their high standards are very
imprecise about the matter. If so, arches 2, 3, & 4 are original, but the range between 1450 and 1650 given by
the experts is very wide. I would go for the newer end of the range, say c1600.
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L8. Clara Bridge carries a minor road
across the River Avonmore, north from the
R755, and c5km north-west of Rathdrum.
As shown in the lower photograph, taken
from upstream, it comprises 6 nearelliptical or 3-centred, arches of uneven
spans ranging between 4.2m and 6.3m
which with the piers add up to a total
length of 41m. The fabric is of fine random
rubble throughout, but the single flush arch
rings are formed from shaped thin slices.
The roadway is 3.15m wide between
rubble parapets coped with thin slices;
they may have been rebuilt, as their
coloration looks distinct from the rest of the
bridge. It is clear from the view of the
soffits alongside that the bridge has not
been

widened.

There

are

triangular

cutwaters upstream, capped at roadway
level, but none downstream. The bridge
was probably built within a few years of
1690, and it was narrow even for that time.
The bridge is accessible allowing views of
each

face,

and

it

is

undoubtedly

picturesque in its setting.
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L9. Clynan Bridge crosses the River Inny,
3km north-east of Ballymahon, and 18km
south-east of Longford. The bridge has 9
stilted arches, some segmental and some
semi-circular, built of rubble, with single
flush arch rings made of shaped voussoirs.
The

largest

arches

may

span

5m,

separated by broad piers, and the width of
the bridge is c5.2m. There are low
triangular cutwaters upstream, but none
downstream.

There

is

documentary
th

evidence for a bridge here in the late 17 century, though the variability of arch shape suggests that there may
have been some rebuilding.
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L10. Crooked Bridge crosses the River
Camac at the south-west edge of Dublin. It
once carried a coach road which switched
direction near to it, hence the name, but it
has been disused for that purpose since
the early 19
photograph,

th

century. As shown in the
the

overgrown

largely

abandoned bridge comprises 4 segmental
arches, the central two spanning 5.5m, the
outer ones 4.6m, and they are separated by piers of breadth, 1.7m. There are single arch rings made up of
irregular, thin voussoirs. Upstream cutwaters are capped at arch crown level. The trackway is 4.8m wide and
has not been widened; there are no parapets but it seems unlikely that this has always been the case.
th

O’Keeffe and Simington assign the bridge to the 17 century, and that is likely to be correct though it could be
less old. A recent examination found scouring of the right hand arch by the river which approaches it at an
angle.
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L11. Ennisnag Bridge crosses the Kings
River, 2½km downstream from Kells, and
13km south of Kilkenny City. The bridge
comprises 6 river arches, together with a
flood arch to the south (beyond the right of
the view from upstream in the photograph)
and an arch to the north which probably
accommodated a mill race). The arches
vary in shape, but are segmental, though
one has a suspicion of a point, and others
are distorted; the largest spans 3.7m., while the piers have breadths of c2.2m. There are cutwaters upstream,
one of which rises to provide a refuge. The fabric is rubble, and the arch rings are single and flush, but the
voussoirs vary in the amount of work that has been put on them, and some lean outwards away from the
radial line. The bridge was originally, 3.7m wide but it was extended downstream by 1.8m, probably in the 18
century. It is suggested that this bridge can be traced back to the early 13

th

th

century, but O’Keeffe and

Simington, while accepting that some of the bridge is probably as old as that, point to considerable rebuilding.
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L12. Gormanstown Bridge crosses the
Delvin River just south of the village of that
name, 13km south-east of Drogheda. The
photograph

taken

from

O’Keeffe

&

Simington shows the upstream face of a
bridge with 2 slightly pointed arches,
spanning 3.5m and 4m; (the south arch on
the right). The pier is of breadth 2.3m, and
there was a low cutwater attached to it.
The arch rings differ between the arches;
both are single and flush but that on the
north arch is made up of wider shaped
slices, whereas on the south arch they are thinner and more irregular; there is evidence of slippage of the
south arch. The bridge sits on the boundary between the counties of Dublin to the south, and Meath, so each
may have taken responsibility for some aspects of the bridge and this might explain the difference. The fabric
is otherwise of rubble, and there is a strangely high parapet, which was probably added to after the bridge was
built. The bridge has apparently been widened twice to reach the present 7m, and it can be conjectured that it
th

was originally c4m wide. The bridge is recorded in the 17 century, and I have no problem in accepting that it
might date to the 15

th

century, but O’Keeffe & Simington push that date back to the 13
th

definite evidence. I differ with great caution but will stick with my 15 century estimate.

13

th

century without

L13. Grace Dieu Bridge is a survival from
an Arroasian Nunnery suppressed in the
1540s. It carried a roadway over a stream
on the west of the priory site, 20km north
of the centre of Dublin. It is a single
segmental arch spanning 4.6m, rubble
built and with single arch rings of roughly
shaped voussoirs put together in a rather
haphazard way, as shown in the photograph obtained from O’Keeffe & Simington. The roadway was 3.4m
wide; it has not been widened, and there is no sign that there have ever been parapets. The connection with
th

the abbey puts the build-date back to the early 16 century at least, and probably to a century earlier; the
th

th

aforementioned authorities quote the 14 century, which is also possible but I shall stick with 15 century.

14

L14. Harristown Bridge crosses the River
Liffey on a private estate for which it is
named, 10km south of Naas. The bridge
comprises 7 stilted segmental arches, the
central one spanning 8m, the others 6.8m,
separated by piers of breadth 1.8m. There
are triangular cutwaters upstream and
downstream, but none rise to refuges. The
fabric is rubble, and the single flush arch
rings are made of shaped voussoirs. The
width of the carriageway is 5.2m, and it has not been widened. O’Keeffe and Simington are undecided about
th

th

the age of the bridge, suggesting both mid-17 century and mid-18 century; in the absence of features which
th

would confirm either, I also shall express uncertainty by describing it as 17/18 century.
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L15. Irishtown Bridge is also known as
Watergate Bridge, and spans the River
Breagach close to its confluence with the
River Nore, near the centre of Kilkenny
City. As can be seen in the photograph of
the downstream face, the twin arches are
roughly semi-circular in shape, and have
single flush arch rings made from roughly
dressed blocks; there is no cutwater on
this face. The Listing notes that there has
been a bridge on the site since the 12

th

century; that the present bridge contains
elements of a structure built in 1352; that
the present bridge is the result of a reconstruction in 1568, and that it was widened upstream in 1759. It is not
possible to put any sort of number on the extent of the widening. It is difficult to know what to make of this
th

since the visible features of the bridge would fit an 18 century build date better than anything earlier, so it
seems most likely that both faces were rebuilt. There may be a medieval bridge somewhere across the width
of the present bridge, but without a better view of the soffits, it is impossible to see joins in the stonework that
th

th

might lend credence to such a view. I shall date the bridge to 17 /18 century to justify its inclusion but do so
with some scepticism. Access is reasonable downstream, but nothing could be seen of the upstream face,
because the bridge has been extended to a width of more than 15m to accommodate a carpark above it.
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L16. Kilcarn Bridge crosses the River
Boyne on the south-eastern edge of
Navan. The bridge comprises 11 semicircular arches, of which 4 in the centre
are largest with spans in the range 6.1 to
6.7m; those nearer

the

banks

span

between 3 and 3.5m. It is thought that
some of the latter may be later additions.
The piers are of breadth, c2m. The
downstream elevation shown in the upper
photograph is as-built, but the bridge has
been extended upstream from the original
width of 3.6m to 6.3m, and the lower
photograph shows that face. The bridge
was built of random rubble with limestone
coping and shaped limestone voussoirs. It
has triangular plan cutwaters on the
upstream and downstream sides of the
bridge; only one of the latter has been
carried up to create a pedestrian refuge in
the parapet wall, but many at the upstream
face have been, though to what extent this
reflects the original bridge is unknown. The original bridge has been dated to between 1550 and 1594. The
bridge was closed to traffic in 1977 and a new bridge was constructed upstream; as suggested in the lower
photograph the condition of the bridge is not good.
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L17. King John’s Bridge crosses the
River Griffeen in Esker just west of the
centre of Dublin. The stilted segmental
arch in the photograph survives from a 3arch bridge, along with remnants of a pier,
on the left. The span is 2.4m, and the arch
ring made of roughly sculpted voussoirs
constitutes the only fabric in the arch. The
pier is of coursed rubble. The width is
2.75m, and the pathway formed by the
voussoirs is exceedingly uneven. There
are no parapets, and although the bridge is quite wide, the steeply rising uneven pathway, makes crossing
look hazardous. The bridge remnant gives little clues as to its build-date, and no maps or documents push it
back to the early 13

th

century; my suggestion is c1600, but this is little more than a guess, and ignores

tradition as conveyed by the name.
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L18. Kinnegad Bridge exists now as a
few remnant arches on the bank of the
Kinnegad River in the town of the same
name, which is 24½km south-west of Trim.
It can be included only because of its
identification by O’Keeffe & Simington, and
the photograph and all the information is
taken from their book. The river now flows
to the north of the bridge. The surviving
arches span 2.75m, but the piers are of
breadth 3m, which implies that other
arches might be of greater span. As can
be seen the fabric is rubble, and the single flush arch rings are made of voussoirs, roughly cut and of variable
dimensions. O’Keeffe & Simington deduce that the bridge most likely had 7 arches, and its width between the
th

parapets was 5.5m. They are in no doubt that it was built in the mid-17 century, and trace the history of
bridges on the site.
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L19. Leabeg Bridge crosses a minor unnamed stream beside Druid’s Glen Golf
Club, 14km north of Wicklow. It comprises
3 small semi-circular arches, the largest
central one, spanning c1m. As can be
seen from the downstream view, there are
no cutwaters on this face, but there are
small low cutwaters on the upstream face,
though they may have been added later.
The fabric is rubble, and the arch rings are
single

and

flush

of

roughly

shaped

voussoirs. The bridge is 6.15m wide, and
has not been widened. In truth little more
than a culvert, the bridge is thought to date nonetheless from c1680.
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L20. Leighlin Bridge crosses the River
Barrow linking the two parts of the small
town of Leighlinbridge, which is 21km
north-east of Kilkenny City. There are 9
flattish segmental arches, though the
shapes are a bit variable, while they range
in span between 3 and 9.1m in the centre;
the piers vary around 1.8m in breadth and
total length is approximately 70m. There
have

been

two

widening

operations,

hidden in the soffits by cement; the bridge
which stands now was built 3.9m wide,
increased at the upstream face to 7.5m in
1789, and in1976 further increased there,
by c1m, by addition of a cantilevered
walkway, with metal railings replacing a
stone

parapet.

The

fabric

of

the

downstream face is rubble with shaped
voussoirs in single flush arch rings as can
be seen on the middle photograph, but the
lowest photograph shows that all is ashlar
on the upstream face, including the
cutwaters which mirror those on the
downstream face in shape; both are cut off
below the crowns of the arches. There is plenty documentation concerning bridges on this site dating back to
the early 14

th

century, and an information plaque suggests that the downstream face is of that vintage.

However O’Keeffe & Simington argue convincingly that the arch shapes and relatively narrow piers add up to
a less ancient bridge, and settle on c1650 as most likely. Access is good, and the bridge in its setting with the
nearby ruined castle is a compelling sight.
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L21. Lissenhall Bridge crosses the Broad
Meadow Water just north of the township
of Swords, 14½km north of Dublin. As
shown in the photograph, the bridge
comprises 5 stilted, segmental arches of
spans between 2.4m and 3m, and with
piers 2.m in breadth. The original bridge
was 4.6m wide but it has been sandwiched
between extensions, of width 4.9m upriver
and 3.6m downstream, though the dimensions and shapes of the arches have been maintained. Based on
th

th

appearance only, the upstream addition could be early 18 century and that downriver, 19 century. Without
sight of most of the fabric of the original bridge, or relevant documentation, dating must be based on
consideration of configuration and dimensions, and O’Keeffe and Simington suggest the range 1450 to 1550,
which I think I would tighten to c1500. The bridge was bypassed in the 1970s, and is now on a rest area.
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L22.

Mabes

Bridge

crosses

the

Blackwater River (a tributary of the River
Boyne),

just

north-west

of

Kells.

It

comprises 6 rubble-built arches of near
semi-circular form, though they appear
pointed viewed from an angle as in the
photograph, and they have spans in the
range, 2.8 to 3.8m. The piers are very
variable in breadth, ranging from 2m to 3.7m. The arch rings are single and flush and made up of thin
voussoirs, roughly cut and angled almost haphazardly round the arches. The photograph shows the
downstream aspect, which is original; the bridge has been widened from 3.8m, first by1.1m, then by 2.3m, to
th

give the present 7.2m, a task perhaps completed by the early 19 century. O’Keeffe and Simington date the
th

bridge to the 13 century, largely on the basis of the arch configurations, and assuming they are correct it is
one of the oldest in Ireland. It has recently been strengthened, but in a fashion that has preserved the
medieval features.
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L23. Maudlin Bridge stands with dry arches beside the Nanny River in Duleek, 8½km south-west of
Drogheda. The bridge serves as flood arches for the fairly modern bridge which crosses the river now. There
are 3 semi-circular arches spanning c3.2m, separated by piers of breadth c 2.1m. The latter carry upstream
cutwaters, one of which extends upwards to form a refuge. The fabric is rubble and the single flush arch rings
are formed of roughly shaped thin voussoirs which are oriented haphazardly, far from radial. The bridge was
originally 3.7m wide, but was extended downstream by c3.3m. The photograph is an upstream view and on
th

the right can be seen 2 18 century flood arches pushed through the approach causeway, nearer the river.
The history as described by O’Keeffe and Simington depends on some key markers; the bridge was described
as ruinous in 1459, and repaired in 1587. Thereafter it appears on all expected maps. Moving the history
th

further back is a more chancy business, but it seems reasonable to go as far as the 14 century, though I balk
th

th

at the 12 or 13 century.
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L24. Milltown Bridge crosses the River
Dodder, c3km south of the centre of the
city of Dublin. It is sometimes called a
packhorse bridge for reasons unclear to
me. As shown in the photograph it
comprises 2 stilted segmental arches
spanning 7.25m, separated by a pier of
breadth 1.8m. The fabric is rubble, but the
single flush arch rings are made from
dressed voussoirs. The upstream cutwater
is capped at the level of the arch crowns,
but above it, separately supported, is a
small rectangular refuge. The trackway is 3m wide and now cobbled between low parapets. There seems to
th

be a consensus that the bridge dates to the 17 century, and I am content to go along with that.
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L25. Monk’s Bridge, also known as
Knapton Bridge, is just west of Abbeyleix,
where the Cistercian Monks associated
with the bridge, were based, and 30km
west of Carlow. In fact the connection is
tenuous,

because

although

the

configuration of the 8-arch bridge may not
differ much from that thought to have been
th

erected in the 13 century, only 1 arch and
1 pier are thought to be possible survivors.
th

The remainder of the bridge is the result of an 18 century rebuild, and the Gothic arches are little more than
pastiches. There is no reason to believe that dimensions like the arch spans, c3m, saving a central one at
3.5m, or the pier breadths at c2m have changed as a result of the rebuild, and the carriageway may always
have been 3.4m wide. However, as regards the detail, only the single arch, most distant from the viewing point
unfortunately, is worth considering. It is stilted segmental, of random rubble, and the single flush arch rings
include shaped voussoirs which slope away from radial. I cannot quite go along with the conclusion of
O’Keeffe & Simington that the arch was intended to be pointed but settled, though I suppose this could feed
th

into an explanation for why the rebuild has pointed arches. I am willing to go along with the 13 century date
because the survival, meagre as it is, and the rebuild, tell us much about what the original bridge might have
looked like.
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L26. Newtown Bridge crosses the River
Boyne on the east side of Trim. The
photographs are views from upstream
(above) and downstream, of the 5-arch
bridge which has never been widened.
The arches are stilted segmental in the
upstream aspect, but the 3 to the north
(right) in the downstream aspect are stilted
Gothic; I am not clear how the transition is
achieved but it does imply rebuilding of
these arches at some unknown time. The
arch spans, reading from the north are
5.8m, 5.8m, 5.5m, 4.7m and 4.1m, and the
massive piers range in breadth from 2.4 to
4.2m. The broadest, like the others, carries a triangular cutwater upstream, but it rises to provide a refuge.
The carriageway is 4.3m wide between the parapets. O’Keeffe and Simington present evidence for a buildth

date in the late 15 century. I cannot move on without expressing my disgust at the attachment of pipes to the
downstream face of the bridge; a common enough practice, it is still a surprise to see it done to a 550 year-old
artefact.
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L27. Roganstown Bridge crosses the
Broad Meadow River in the midst of golf
courses, 16km north-west of the centre of
Dublin. The bridge, viewed from upstream
(west) in the photograph has 4 segmental
stilted river arches, spanning between
3.1m and 3.3m, separated by piers of breadth c1.5m. There is a dry flood arch, out of the photograph, on the
right. The fabric is coursed rubble, and the single flush arch rings are made up with shaped voussoirs. The
ashlar cutwaters, a later addition, rise to near the level of the arch crowns, but have been damaged and of
course defaced by the unsightly pipe. The piers are supported on plinths, presumably another late addition, as
may be the large coping stones atop the parapets. The original width was 4.35m, but a 3m extension has
been added downstream. O’Keeffe & Simington from where I have drawn all the information presented here,
th

th

give the likely build-date as 17 century, without ruling out the 16 century. Since I see no reason for adopting
th

an earlier date, I settle for 17 century.
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L28. Slane Bridge crosses the River
Boyne, a canal, and a mill lade, at Slane
which is 10½km north-east of Navan. The
bridge is very complex with arch shapes
and dimensions, reading from the north, as
follows; 1. 3-centred, 6.43m; 2. stilted
Gothic, 4.85m; 3. segmental, 4.79m; 4.
segmental 5.64m; 5. segmental, 5.91m; 6. stilted Gothic, 4.67m; 7. stilted Gothic, 4.73m; 8. stilted Gothic,
5.22m; 9. stilted Gothic, 5.29m; 10. stilted Gothic, 3.64m; 11. stilted Gothic, 4.39m; 12. stilted Gothic, 3.47m;
13. 3-centred, 6.38m. To clarify, arches 1, 2, and 3 are associated with a canal and mill race, and probably
th

date to the 18 century so need no more attention here. The bridge was probably broken by the forces of King
James II & VII before the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, and it may well be that the arches 4 & 5 had to be
replaced, hence the shape difference. On the other bank, arches 11 & 12 are flood arches away from the
river, and arch 12 crosses a canal. This leaves, arches 6 to 10 as probable original arches, and with one
th

exception they are separated by piers close to 2.3m in breadth . The bridge was widened in the 18 century
by an upstream extension adding 2.9m to the existing 4.5m, so the photograph of the downstream aspect
shows the part of the original bridge which still stands, (north is to the right). The bridge was rubble-built, and
the single flush arch rings are formed from well-shaped voussoirs. O’Keeffe & Simington assign the bridge to
th

the 14 century on a consideration of structural details, and of course I go along with that, though in truth the
absence of documentation makes any estimate tenuous.
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L29. Tintern Abbey Bridge crosses a salt
water inlet, 27km south-west of the town of
Wexford. There is a strong link between
the abbey here and its older namesake
and parent in Gwent, in that the former
was founded in 1200 by William Marshal,
Earl of Pembroke, but also Earl of
Leinster, who held the lands around both
Cistercian

abbeys.

The

bridge

is

a
th

curiosity, and thanks particularly to the battlemented parapets looks like a pastiche, but is in fact a 16 century
bridge which may incorporate older stonework, and have been worked on since. There are 3 Gothic arches,
with the central one larger than the other two, with a span of c4.6m; there is a flood arch some distance to the
west. The fabric is coursed rubble, and the single flush arch rings are probably chamfered, made from
dressed voussoirs. The bridge is 4.95m wide.
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L30. Tower Bridge crosses the River
Dinin, 8km north of Kilkenny. The name
refers to a turreted lodge, Jenkinstown
House, erected nearby in 1825, around the
same time as the bridge was widened, and
given balustrades of classical style. It
comprises two segmental arches spanning
approximately 30m together, separated by
a broad pier, and made from random,
squared limestone rubble. As can be seen
in the lower photograph of the downstream
face, the single flush arch rings are formed
of thin slices of the same material. There is
no cutwater downstream. The bridge is
c6m wide as a result of the widening
exercise referred to above, and clearly
visible in the upper photograph taken from
upstream;

c2.5m

was

suspending shallower

added

by

arch extensions

between the very large triangular cutwater
and the abutments. The fabric was similar
except that the arch rings are of heavier,
dressed voussoirs. The Listing dates the
original

narrow

bridge

to

1647

in

accordance with a plaque. Access is quite
difficult and foliage downstream obscures
most of the original face of the bridge.
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L31. Trim Bridge crosses the River Boyne
in the centre of the town of that name. It
comprises 4 slightly stilted Gothic arches,
the largest of which, by a small margin,
spans 4.9m. They are separated by piers
of breadth, 2.4m which carry cutwaters
upstream and downstream, though none
rises to provide a refuge. The bridge is
rubble-built, and the arch rings which are
single and flush, though there are traces of
a second ring, are made from roughly shaped voussoirs. The bridge has not been widened, so both faces
including that downstream, shown in the photograph, are original. Rather disconcertingly given its suggested
age, the bridge is 6.4m wide, rather than c4.5m as might have been expected. O’Keeffe and Simington found
th

dating information hard to come by, but argue strongly for a 14 century build-date, and in spite of some
anomalous features I cannot dispute this. There are of course few older bridges still in use in Ireland.
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L32. Watercastle Bridge once crossed
the River Nore, 2km north of Durrow, and
23km north-west of Kilkenny City. Perhaps
as a result of narrowing the river channel,
or a diversion of the course of the river, the
present bridge is to the east of the arches
of the old bridge. At any rate, O’Keeffe &
Simington identify 4 arches spanning, from
west to east, 3.6m, 2.3m, 2.2m, and 1.8m;
the original width seems to have been
c4m. The arches are all dry, and must
have formed only a small part of the
bridge, given the width of the river. The
arch is very roughly hewn, rubble-built and
with rough voussoirs forming a single flush arch ring. O’Keeffe and Simington point to a map of 1563 which
shows the bridge, and identify it with the stilted segmental arch shown in the photograph.
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L33. Wicklow Bachelor’s Walk Bridge
crosses the Leitrim River in the heart of
Wicklow, and comprises 7 segmental
arches, spanning c5m giving a bridge
length of 55m. The bridge is c7m wide
now, but the view alongside taken of the
newer north face shows that it has been at
least doubled in width, essentially by
building another bridge alongside the
original which was perhaps c3.3m wide.
This face looks fairly modern with the
rusticated

coursed

rubble

stone-work,

dressed voussoirs in the single arch rings,
and the decorative horizontal band course
above the arches. The downstream, south
face shown in the lower photograph is
original, and while all the arches are
segmental in this elevation, it is clear that
there is considerable variation in shape,
with one near semi-circular. The fabric is
of random, fine grade rubble, and the flush arch rings are made up of thin shaped slices. There are triangular
cutwaters on each face, capped lower on the newer north face. The Listing states that the original narrow
bridge was built in c1690, and widened in 1862, and I have no reason to doubt these estimates. Access can
be gained to view most features of the bridge.
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