The Old Bridges of Ulster & Connaught
Bridges marked *, are in Northern Ireland (shaded pink in the map below); others are in the Republic of
Ireland (shaded red). U ≡ Ulster, C ≡ Connaught, in Column 1
No.

Bridge

Location

Date

No.

Bridge

Location

Date

U1*

Arney Br.

H 208 370

17th C

C1

Abbeytown Br.

G 807 028

c1190

U2

Assaroe Br.

G 869 622

17th C

C2

Ballinasloe Br.

M 855 312

1570

U3

Ballyhaise Br.

H 452 116

c1700

C3

Claregalway Br.

M 373 332

1710

U4*

Bloody Br.

J 384 250

17th C

C4

Craughwell Br.

M 511 199

c1600

U5*

Bovagh Br.

C 885 194

16th C?

C5

Lennox’s Br.

G 816 574

17th C

U6*

Callan Br.

H 866 452

17th C

C6

New Bridge

G 693 360

1682

U7

Clady Br.

H 292 940

c1680

U8*

Conn O’Neill’s Br

J 364 734

16th C?

U9*

Crown Br.

J 108 275

17th C

U10

Finea Br.

N 402 814

17th C

U11*

Kate McKay’s Br.

J 210 408

c1700

U12*

Massereene Br.

J 148 866

1708

U13*

Morley Brig

J 258 895

c1700

U14

Moville Br.

C 608 386

c1600

U15*

Roe Br.

C 668 229

c1700

U16*

Shaw’s Br.

J 325 690

1709
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U1. Arney Bridge crosses a river of the
same

name,

Enniskillen.

The

9km
bridge

south-west
comprises

of
3

segmental arches, each spanning c5.5m,
separated by broad piers on plinths; there
are cutwaters upstream and downstream,
and they rise while contracting to form
refuges beside the carriageway. As can be
seen in the photograph, to the right, there are additional cutwaters on the bank, which are capped at parapet
level. The fabric, other than in repairs is rubble, and the single flush arch rings are shaped, but not dressed.
The red metal channels affixed to the arches on each face, are connected by rods; as a strengthening
mechanism they may be effective, but they are far more intrusive than the small plates normally employed.
The bridge is 3.5m wide and twists slightly in plan; it has not been widened. The bridge is normally dated to
th

the late 17 century, though it is possible that it was in place earlier in that century, rather than a predecessor,
but it is unlikely that it is older than that. There have been many repairs, mainly to the parapets.
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U2. Assaroe Bridge carries a narrow
minor road over the Abbey River, named
th

for the 12 century Cistercian abbey, now
ruined, near the bridge, 5½km north-west
of

Ballyshannon.

The

bridge

has

2

segmental arches, separated by a pier
carrying low pointed cutwaters and is
rubble-built. The single flush arch rings are
made

of

shaped

voussoirs.

The

carriageway is c3m wide. The authorities
th

suggest a 17 century build date, and that
is plausible judging from the little that can
be

seen

in

photographs

like

that

presented. There is no evidence for the older date which some have suggested on the basis of its being
adjacent to an abbey.
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U3. Ballyhaise Bridge crosses the River
Annalee in a village of the same name
which is 6km north-east of Cavan. The
bridge comprises 6 elliptical arches, each
spanning c5m, with single arch rings made
up of dressed voussoirs. The fabric is
limestone rubble, and the bridge has broad
piers

with

cutwaters

upstream

and

downstream which with one exception rise
to provide refuges on the carriageway.
There is a prominent squared string
course immediately above the crowns of
the arches. The carriageway is c3m wide.
Maps suggest that the bridge existed by 1710, so it seems reasonable to assign it to c1700
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U4. Bloody Bridge carried the Ballogh
Road over a stream which has been called
the Midpace River; it is 4km south of
Newcastle, County Down, and carried the
main road between that town and Kilkeel,
until superseded by a bridge downstream
th

in the mid-19 century. In some accounts it
is suggested that the bridge stood in the
1640s, when it acquired its name because
of its part in a skirmish, but others date it
th

to the early 18 century. It is stated by the
Northern Island Listings, that soffit markings indicate that it began life as a bridge 2.4m wide, and was then
widened in 2 stages downstream to give the present carriageway width of 5.1m; that it was originally so
narrow on an important route supports an early date of construction. The fabric is granite rubble, and the
voussoirs are roughly slit. The arch may span c6.5m, and is segmental viewed from upstream, though stilted
in its downstream widened aspect. It is suggested that the parapets and spandrels in the upstream aspect
have been rebuilt recently, which agrees with their appearance in the photograph, so only the upstream part of
th

the soffits can be classed as original, and likely in my view to date to the 17 century.
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U5. Bovagh Bridge crosses the River Agivey, just west of its confluence with the River Bann, 11km south of
Coleraine. I start by expressing mystification that there is no photograph of this important bridge on the
internet, which means that it is one of the few in the compendium, for which a photograph is absent. The
bridge comprises 4 segmental arches, with the 2 at the centre spanning 6.2m each, and those on the outside,
4.1m, though of the latter that to the north is now dry. I have no specific information concerning the arch rings,
but it is reasonable to assume that they are single and flush. There are cutwaters, upstream on each pier, and
they are capped at parapet level. Examination of the soffits has shown that the bridge was widened upstream
th

from the original 3.9m to 6.4m in 1796. The bridge is dated to the 16 century in the Northern Island Listings,
though there is a lack of any clinching documentary evidence; if this is the case, it would be one of the oldest
bridges in Ulster.
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U6. Callan Bridge crosses the River
Callan on the west side of Armagh town.
There are 5 stilted segmental arches, each
spanning 5.5m, separated by piers of
breadth 1.8m. There are flush single arch
rings

made

up

of

roughly

shaped

voussoirs; otherwise the fabric is random
rubble. As can be seen in the photograph,
4 of the arches are grouped with the 5

th

some distance away, and apparently carrying the largest part of the flow. The carriageway is 4.1m wide with 4
refuges at each face to which cutwaters rise; the bridge has not been widened. O’Keeffe and Simington, from
th

where much of this information is drawn, state that it is a 17 century bridge, though the evidence from old
maps is not wholly convincing.
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U7. Clady Bridge over the River Finn is at
the

boundary

Tyrone,

and

between
is

6km

Donegal

and

south-west

of

Strabane. The aerial view shows some of
its most striking features. It comprises 9
arches, of which 8 are segmental, while
one, to the left on the lower photograph, is
elliptical, and may date from when the
bridge was altered in 1832. 7 of the arches
cross water, and the segmental ones span
c6.5m; the arches are separated by piers
of breadth c3.5m, on plinths, which carry
large cutwaters rising to provide deep
refuges. The fabric is rubble and the single
flush arch rings are made up of thin
irregular voussoirs. The arches are boxed
by rectangular stone cages. The bridge is
3.6m

wide.

Its

history

seems

quite

complex, in that it is generally thought to
date to 1680, though it has features like the massive piers which would suggest earlier origins elsewhere. It
has been altered, though the sequence seems unclear.
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U8. Conn O’Neill’s Bridge carries a
footpath over Conn’s Water on the west
side of Belfast, in the Castlereigh district.
As can be seen it comprises a shallow
segmental arch, made up of a single arch
ring

formed

from

rough,

unshaped

voussoirs, and little else. I have found no
information concerning dimensions, but I
would guess that the width is of the order
of 1m, and the span of the order of 5m.
There are no parapets, but as can be seen
in the

lower

photograph taken from

‘clydeburn blogspot’, the ragged edges
might once have supported kerbs or even
parapets. Although the approaches are
cobbled, the bridge surface is hard packed
soil. Since the photographs were taken, 7
years ago, a conservation project has
begun along the riverside, so it may be
that the bridge has been tidied up. History
records a few Conn O’Neills, but the
bridge is normally linked to one who lived
mainly in the 1
and became 1

st

st

half of the 16

th

century,

Earl of Tyrone. On that

basis the bridge has been described as
the oldest structure in Belfast. I am unsure
if the bridge is really 500 years old, but I
have no evidence to allow me to assign a later date.
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U9. Crown Bridge is best referred to as a
causeway on the eastern outskirts of
Newry. There are 4 segmental arches,
with that on the right of the screen
photograph, crossing the River Clanrye,
and those to the left (east) crossing ditches or serving as dry flood arches. The river arch was rebuilt in c1800,
so is not of direct interest here, but it can be noted that its fabric is coursed squared granite, and that the
single flush arch rings are made up of dressed voussoirs and have raised keystones. The other 3 arches are
similar in span, but made of random rubble, with rough voussoirs in single flush arch rings; they have been
th

dated to the 17 century. The causeway is c5m wide throughout, and I have no evidence that the older arches
have been widened.
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U10. Finea Bridge crosses the River Inny
in a village from which it takes its name,
which is 24km south of Cavan. Since its
construction, thought to have been in the
st

th

1 half of the 17 century, its aspect has
been totally changed. In 1877, the central
3 arches of 9 were replaced by a single
segmental arch, which now crosses the
main river stream. Before then, it is
thought that the bridge had been widened
to the east, to give the present carriageway width of 5m. So the remaining original structure is seen as the
west (downstream) face of the 3 arches at each end of the bridge, and the fabric is limestone rubble, with the
single flush arch rings shaped but not dressed. The arches are segmental and stilted. The newer central arch
is segmental, built of coursed limestone rubble, and with dressed arch rings. Unfortunately, having not visited
the bridge, I cannot fill in the gaps concerning its dimensions; the build-date is seemingly supported by a
plaque in memory of Myles ‘the slasher’ O’Reilly who is alleged to have perished defending the bridge in
1646. In the photograph, taken from the buildingsofireland website, the cutwaters associated with 3 of the
original arches can be seen.
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U11. Kate McKay’s Bridge crosses the
Upper River Bann on the south side of the
village of Katesbridge, which is 10½km
south-east of Bannbridge. The bridge
comprises 5 semi-circular arches, together
with smaller flood arches at each end
which are now wholly or partially buried.
The fabric is granite rubble and as far can
be seen in the only photograph I have
managed to find (on a family blog) the
single arch rings are flush and made up of
roughly cut voussoirs. There are cutwaters
on each pier, capped at parapet level. The carriageway is fractionally less than 5m wide, and the bridge does
not seem to have been widened. The name comes from a girl who showed favour to the bridge’s builders, in
st

the 1 decade of the 18

th

century, so it is dated c1700, probably a few years after rather than before; it

appears on Moll’s map of 1714.
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U12. Massereene Bridge crosses Six
Mile Water, a feeder stream for Lough
Neagh, in west side of the town of Antrim.
It comprises 6 stilted elliptical arches, each
spanning c4.5m with flush single dressed
arch rings. Its original width may only have
been

c2.5m,

but

it

was

widened

downstream to c8m, in the 1850s. The
fabric is coursed rubble. It is known to
have been erected in 1708, so I include on
the basis of the flexibility I allow in the
outlying parts of the British Isles. The
postcard is a view from the west, so shows
the modified downstream face; unfortunately, I have not been able to find a view from upstream.
There is a bridge of similar design, called Deerpark Bridge in the grounds of Antrim Castle, which was
probably built a short time afterwards, (before 1720).

13

U13. Morley Brig is a broken-down bridge
over the Doagh River, a right bank
tributary of the Six Mile Water, to the
north-west of the village of Doagh, 10km
east of Antrim. There are now no parapets,
and the once cobbled trackway is now
grass-covered.

There

are

3

stilted

segmental arches, separated by broad
piers with broken-down cutwaters. There
are single shaped arch rings, and as far as
I can tell the remaining fabric is random
rubble basalt. I have no information on
dimensions, nor unfortunately, because of
tree cover, any means of making an estimate. The bridge is dated to c1700.
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U14. Moville Bridge is in a village of that
name, which is in Donegal on the shores
of Loch Foyle, 27km north-east of Derry.
The bridge is beside a hostel, and crosses
the River Bredagh. The arch is semicircular and the single arch rings are rough
slices. The fabric is rubble. I can find no
dimensions, and have not visited the
bridge, but given that it is described as
carrying a road, it may be c3m wide, with a
span of c5m, but these are guesses. Some
sources

suggest

that

the

bridge

is

medieval which is just possible, or even
that there is a connection with St. Patrick who lived in the 5
National Inventory dates it to c1600 and I think that reasonable.

15

th

century, and that is not possible. The Irish

U15. Roe Bridge crosses the Roe River,
at the western edge of Limavady, a town
24km east of Derry. The bridge comprises
6 stilted segmental arches, of which the
first 4, reading from the east (left on the
photograph of the downstream face taken
from the north) have spans of 9.4m,
11.1m, 9m, 9m, and cross water, while
arches 5 & 6, both with spans of 6m are
dry. These are by a margin the largest arches on an Ulster bridge in the compendium. The single flush arch
rings are made up from roughly cut slices, and the fabric is random rubble, iron-stained schist. The piers are
broad, and rest on plinths, carrying cutwaters, rounded upstream, but triangular downstream, which are
capped below the arch crowns. The bridge was widened downstream in 1828 from 5m to 8.5m, and the
eastern arch was rebuilt at a later date. It is thought that the bridge, and so the fabric on all but one of the
downstream faces, dates from c1700.
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U16. Shaw’s Bridge is on the south side
of Belfast, and crosses the River Lagan,
though it has been closed to vehicular
traffic since it was bypassed in 1977. As
can be seen in the old postcard it
comprises 5 segmental arches, spanning
up to 8.8m, separated by piers 2.8m thick.
The fabric is rubble, and the single flush
arch rings are shaped. The piers rest on
substantial plinths, with starlings, and have
large

cutwaters

which

are

capped

pyramidally at the level of the arch crowns. The carriageway is c4.3m wide. The bridge was built in 1709 after
a flood had washed away its predecessor which had lasted for 10 years only. In those circumstances it can, I
think, be assumed that the present bridge contains much of the wrecked masonry, and maybe even whole
arches of the bridge which preceded it.
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C1. Abbeytown Bridge crosses the Boyle
River

in the town of Boyle in the

northernmost part of County Roscommon.
According to most sources, it was built in
c1190, which means that it is one of the
oldest standing bridges in Ireland, (and
indeed, in the compendium). The 5 arches
are semi-circular, and span c3m; they are
separated by piers, which are 3m broad
and carry large upstream cutwaters, which
are capped at just above the level of the
arch crowns, but none downstream. There are single flush arch rings made up of roughly sliced voussoirs.
The fabric of the bridge is rubble and it is very plain, as can be seen in the photograph taken from
downstream. The width of the carriageway is 4.9m, surprisingly large for the build-date, but there are no
indications that the bridge has been widened; even the parapets give little sign of having been replaced. The
bridge puzzles me somewhat; its excellent condition and economical style are not what I would expect of an
800+ year-old bridge, but the hard evidence seems to point that way.
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C2. Ballinasloe Bridge crosses what are now secondary channels of the River Suck in the Galway township
of Ballinasloe. I rely heavily on O’Keeffe and Simington for what follows. The main channel now passes under
a bridge to the east which was built in 1887; the bridge of interest is a perforated causeway with 4 arches,
some of which are now dry, depending on recent rainfall. The bridge was built in c1570 with a width of 4m; it
was extended downstream (southwards) in 1745 by 4.5m, and more recently, (though I have not found a date)
by 2.1m upstream. The latter extension was by building on concrete beams resting on extended piers, so at
least the original bridge is visible from the river level, though the view of the elevation is compromised; for this
reason I include O’Keeffe & Simington’s drawing rather than a photograph. It can be seen that the arch

shapes

are

a

mixture

of

3-centred,

elliptical (or 4-centred), and segmental,
and that the greatest span is 3.6 m. I
include the Buildings of Ireland website
view through one of the arches from the
south, not because it contributes to
understanding of the structure, but to show
the rough limestone rubble fabric of the
original soffits, and the rough shaping of
the voussoirs, packed in mortar, behind
the beam. I am afraid that the beam
carrying a sewage pipe is an indication of
inadequate respect for an ancient artefact.
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C3. Claregalway Bridge is in a village of
that name, 9½km north-east of Galway,
and when built in 1710, crossed the River
Clare. The course of the river has moved
north so the bridge now stands wholly on
dry land, and has been recently been
restored, though its configuration has been
preserved.

It

comprises

9

segmental

arches, reducing in size from the central
one which spans 3.7m; the single flush
arch rings are made up of dressed
voussoirs. The limestone fabric generally
must owe most to the refurbishment, and is ashlar at the west face which is most visible, and of rusticated,
coursed rubble on the east face; the parapets are of coursed rubble. A photograph taken while this work was
ongoing, and posted on the internet shows that the core of the bridge was rubble of low quality. The
carriageway is 4.4m and I doubt if it has been widened. The photograph from a local site is of the east face
with the gatehouse of a ruined abbey on the left. I am doubtful about including this bridge in the compendium,
but do so on the assumption that most of the structure dates to 1710, or slightly earlier.
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C4.

Craughwell

Bridge

crosses

the

Dunkellin River in a village of the same
name. It once carried an arterial road
between Galway and Dublin but was
bypassed in the 1960s. As built in c1600
the carriageway was only 3m wide, but it
was widened downstream (to the west) by
th

0.9m in the late 17 century, and by 3.4m
upstream in c1780, to give the present
width of 7.3m. This of course means that
the original bridge is only evident in views
of the soffits from river level. Although
O’Keeffe and Simington refer to 7 arches,
the Buildings of Ireland website, and a
recent

report

on

flooding

alleviation,

indicates that there are 6 arches spanning
2.4m each, separated by piers 1.4m thick.
There are a number of arch shapes in
evidence; the original bridge has pointed
(gothic)

arches, the earlier

extension

(downstream) has pointed, semi-circular
and segmental arches, while the later
extension has stilted segmental arches. All
seem to have single flush arch rings. The fabric is limestone rubble. The upper photograph shows the
th

downstream aspect (the 17 century bridge) with its various arch shapes, and the lower photograph looking
through an arch of the bridge from downstream shows the stages of widening. Flooding problems seem to be
placing the future of the bridge at some risk, but digging out the normally dry arches shown in the upper
photograph, would surely be a sensible first measure.
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C5. Lennox’s Bridge crosses the River
Drowes, a short distance to the south of
Bundoran, on the border between Leitrim
and Donegal. The bridge has 8 arches,
with most spanning c5m; the shapes vary,
with some being stilted segmental, some
flatter

segmental,

and

some

slightly

pointed, as can be seen in the upper
photograph. The lower photograph shows
that the single flush arch rings are made
up

of

dressed,

chamfered

voussoirs,

though I am unsure whether this true of all
the arches; unfortunately the soffits have
been rendered with cement, so nothing
can be said about stonework there. The
broad

piers

carry

pointed

cutwaters,

upstream and downstream, and they are
capped level with the tops of the parapets.
The fabric is a mix of rubble and coursed
rubble. The bridge is narrow with grass
verges on each side of a 3m-wide
carriageway. There can be no certainty
about when the bridge was built, though it seems to have been modified in 1730; a build-date of the late 17

th

century is a reasonable estimate. The bridge is at risk because it is a severe traffic bottleneck, but given its
merit as a historical artefact it is to be hoped that it might be bypassed rather than demolished and replaced.
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C6.

New

Bridge,

also

known

as

Markievicz Bridge crosses the Garavoge
River in the centre of the town of Sligo. As
viewed from downstream, (west) it has 7
arches,

though

only

6

are

visible

upstream, and they are semi-circular
th

spanning c3.3m each; the 7 arch nearest
the south bank of the river is segmental
and of slightly larger span. The piers are of
breadth 1.8m, and carry low cutwaters at the upstream face only. The downstream aspect, as in the
photograph taken from the Buildings of Ireland website, shows random rubble construction with single flush
arch rings of roughly shaped voussoirs, whereas from upstream the fabric is coursed rubble and the single
flush arch rings are more evenly cut. This lends support to the idea that the bridge, now c6m wide, has been
widened upstream, though I cannot confirm this, nor do I know by how much. The bridge was erected in 1682.
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