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No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

DATE

LA1

Bacup Old Bridge

SD 870 246

17th C

LA2

Catlow PH Bridge

SD 884 363

17/18th C

LA3

Croston PH Bridge

SD 490 185

1682

LA4

Edisford Bridge

SD 726 414

14th C

LA5

Higherford PH Bridge

SD 863 402

16th C

LA6

Ireby Clapper Bridge

SD 654 755

17/18th C

LA7

Keer PH Bridge

SD 529 719

17th C

LA8

Lever Bridge

SD 865 053

17th C
2

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

DATE

LA9

Lower Hodder PH Br.

SD 704 392

1561

LA10

Loyne Bridge

SD 582 697

15/16th C

LA11

Manchester Hanging Br.

SJ 839 987

1421

LA12

Paythorne Bridge

SD 831 513

16th C

LA13

Rawtenstall PH Bridge

SD 811 226

17/18th C

LA14

Ringley Old Bridge

SD 763 053

1677

LA15

Saddle (Fairy) Bridge

SD 703 435

17/18th C

LA16

Swanside PH Bridge

SD 785 454

16th C

LA17

Whalley Bridge

SD 733 359

14th C

LA18

Wycoller Bridges

SD 932 392

16/17th C

LA1M

Clayton Hall Bridge

SJ 881 985

17th C

LA2M

Peel Hall Bridge

SJ 837 868

15th C

LA3M

Speke House Bridges

SJ 419 826

16th C

Information sheets are provided for the bridges listed.
There are now no traces of 2 noteworthy old masonry bridges in the county, namely Salford Old Bridge crossing
the River Irwell, which stood between 1370 and 1837, before its replacement by Victoria Bridge, and Ribble
Bridge, just south of Preston at Walton-le-Dale, which stood from the early 15th century until the 1780s. The latter
had a role in two Battles of Preston in 1648 and 1715.
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LA1. Bacup Old Bridge crosses the River Irwell, alongside the A671 north of the town centre of Bacup. It is
now partially ruined and very overgrown, but the upstream face can be viewed from Dog Pit Lane which itself
crosses the river around 10m away. The bridge comprises a shallow segmental arch, of random rubble
construction; it appears to have single flush arch rings of roughly shaped voussoirs, but they are now incomplete.
It is of the order of 3m wide, and is without parapets. It is suggested that it once carried a pre-turnpike era road
between Bacup and Todmorden; if so it would most likely date from the late-17th century, and its appearance,
such as is visible, is in accord with that. The bridge is easily accessed, but as already indicated, and as shown
below, there are limits to what can be seen.
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LA2. Catlow PH Bridge is beside a minor road to the south-east of Nelson, and spans the Catlow Brook from
which water eventually reaches the River Ribble. The bridge comprises a single semi-circular arch of span, 3m,
and the width between the parapets is 1.3m. The latter are the most distinctive feature of the bridge, being 0.8m
high and carrying square castellations, probably a 20 th century addition. The fabric is random rubble, and there
are single, flush, roughly shaped arch rings. The track-way is cobbled, save at the crown of the arch where it is
paved. The Listing suggests that the bridge dates from the 17 th century, but I shall class it 17/18th century by
appearance. Access is fairly good, once the bridge has been spotted.

There are a couple of other bridges in close proximity, which are
interesting if not necessarily very old. Above is shown a clapper
bridge close to the packhorse bridge, crossing a small feeder
stream, and on the right is the unusual clapper arrangement which
carries the road referred to above, over the same stream.
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LA3. Croston Packhorse Bridge is near the centre of the Lancastrian village of Croston, carrying a minor road
over the River Yarrow, a small tributary of the River Douglas. There is a date of 1682 marked on its west parapet,
which all authorities relate to its construction date, though there was presumably a predecessor as a bridge here
is marked on Saxton’s 1575. The fabric is squared sandstone rubble, and it comprises a single segmental arch
spanning 11.7m. The cobbled roadway is fractionally over 2.5m wide, so the name, ‘packhorse bridge’ is
probably a misnomer to purists as it will have carried much other traffic besides, indeed it still carries cars. The
parapets rise to points at the crown of the bridge where they are 0.9m high, whereas they are 0.4m high at the
ends. The bridge is reinforced by means of bolts which connect iron bands above the single recessed dressed
arch rings, below hood moulds, on each face. It is possible to park easily near the bridge, and a good view can
be obtained from upstream.
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LA4. Edisford Bridge carries the B6243
road

over

the

River

Ribble

between

Clitheroe and Great Mitton. The present
ashlar bridge has 4 river arches and 5 flood
arches but probably incorporates a 5-arched
bridge, documented in 1339. It is thought
that a timber bridge at the same spot was the
scene of an 1139 battle, where King David I
of Scotland's army defeated a

mainly

Lancastrian force, confirming his temporary
rule of most of Northern England. The original stone bridge was 2.4m wide, widened in the early 19th century by
3.6m on the downstream face. Its arches were Gothic (pointed) in shape and each rested on three chamfered ribs.
The latter can be seen under the arches in the photograph above, taken from the south (downstream). The 4
arches to the east (nearest Clitheroe) span the river, while the other 5, of 9, are over a meadow; all the extensions
are segmental. Viewed from the north, (upstream),as below, the first (most easterly) of the river arches is a pointed
ribbed arch made of sandstone, spanning 7.5m; the second span is the largest and is a segmental arch, spanning
18m and rising 4.2m. The next two arches are pointed and ribbed, spanning 7.6m and 7.7m. The 5 western arches
are over land. Starting at the river, they span 7.8m, 4.3m, 3m, 3m and 2.9m, respectively, and all are segmental.
Access downstream is very easy, but that upstream is very limited, so the view of any presumed medieval features
is unsatisfactory. The photograph below does show the arch shapes and the arch- rings. I assume that the large
segmental arch replaced two medieval arches, but I am not sure when this happened, probably not long before
1799, when Turner painted the bridge. The facings, cutwaters, pilasters, and parapets may have been added
then, or at the time of the widening operation in the early 19th century, and the same goes for the segmental land
arches. The double, unchamfered, arch rings in two orders of the pointed arches are probably medieval survivals
though they may well have been re-dressed during one of the modification exercises. It is frustrating that an
important medieval survival, which as expected, is marked on Saxton’s 1575 map, is so difficult to view.
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LA5. Higherford Packhorse Bridge across the Pendle Water is sometimes called "Th'Owd Brig" or "Roman
Bridge", though it is certainly not of Roman date. It was built in the late-16th or early-17th century for use by
packhorses carrying coal from near Gisburn, and is to be found just off the A682 where that road crosses the
Pendle Water in the River Ribble catchment. John Wesley preached from the bridge in 1774, but the crowd was
hostile and he took refuge in what is now the White Bear Inn, nearby. The old structure is a narrow masonry
bridge built from squared rubble, with a single segmental arch spanning more than 12m. There are double
chamfered arch rings in two orders. The ashlar parapet walls, probably a later addition, are 1m high at the crown
of the arch, where the deck is only 2.6m wide. The coping stones of the parapet walls are secured to each other
with iron staples. The parapets are widely splayed on both sides of the western end of the bridge. The northeast parapet continues as an approach wall. The southern parapet wall has an iron handrail on its inside, with
a flight of 26 steps up the south western side of the deck, the remainder of which is cobbled. The bridge is not
accessible at river level, and can only be viewed from downstream where trees now obstruct the view to a
considerable degree. For this reason, I have used an old postcard to illustrate the bridge.
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LA6. Ireby Clapper Bridge is in the village
from which it takes its name, a few miles
south-east of Kirkby Lonsdale, and north of
the A65. It spans the Ireby Beck from which
water eventually reaches the River Lune. As
can be seen in the photograph alongside, the
walkway is made up of two very irregularly
shaped sandstone slabs, in the order of 0.75m
wide, and very much worn centrally. The
photograph below shows the central rubble
pillar, and the way in which one of the slabs is
securely lodged on an abutment. The wall is
obviously a later addition. As regards its date
of construction, the fabric gives few clues save
that the wear suggests that it is not a modern
bridge;

without

old

maps

or

other

documentation it would be guess-work to
assign a date. It is included in my survey
because pre-1700 origins cannot be ruled out,
but I class it, with reservations, as 17/18th C.
Access is good around the bridge.
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LA7. Keer PH Bridge crosses the River Keer in the village of Capernwray, a few miles to the north-east of
Carnforth; it is overshadowed by a railway viaduct, two pillars of which can be seen in the photograph below.
As can also be seen there is little to the bridge saving the voussoirs of the segmental or elliptical arch, which
are of roughly shaped sandstone rubble. There is no trace of parapets and it seems unlikely that there ever
were any; the track-way is approximately 1.5m wide, and may have been ‘hard-panned’, but its roughness
contributes to a precarious feeling when crossing the bridge. There is evidence of a ford alongside. Such bridges
are very difficult to date in the absence of documentary confirmation, but I would assign a 17th century date with
a modicum of confidence. As to whether it is a true packhorse bridge, it may have been on a trail running from
Kendal associated with the wool trade. Access is good, but the bridge is not very easy to find between a canal
and the railway viaduct.
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LA8. Lever Bridge is in Middleton on the
northern outskirts of Manchester, and carries
a track north of the A576, over the River Irk, a
tributary of the River Irwell, towards Alkrington
Hall. It comprises a single segmental arch,
perhaps spanning c5.5m, which has been
widened from c2.2m by a bit less than 50%
downstream, as indicated in the upper
photograph . The upstream face, shown in the
lower photograph, is presumably as originally
built, and has double arch rings in two orders. This pattern has been largely preserved on the downstream
extension, save that a keystone has been incorporated in the lower arch ring. The fabric of the lower parts of the
bridge, on both faces is rubble, but the overall appearance is rather dominated by the heavy ashlar parapets
topped by rounded coping stones, which must be a comparatively recent addition. The Listing points to various
inscriptions, the earliest 1636, and another referring to widening in 1733, and it is sensible to see this as a 17th
century bridge, albeit widened and otherwise modified later. Access is good all round.
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LA9. Lower Hodder Packhorse Bridge is no longer in use, but once carried a packhorse trail over the River
Hodder, about a mile from its confluence with the Ribble. It became known as Cromwell’s Bridge after Oliver
Cromwell's parliamentary army crossed the river here in August 1648 on their way from Gisburn to defeat the
King's army at the Battle of Preston; I suspect most of the force must have forded the river, given the narrowness
of the bridge. This is the lowest crossing point of the Hodder and it seems an earlier bridge preceded it, as the
“Brig of Hoder” is referred to in a judgement by a Richard Sherburne in 1430. That bridge was severely damaged
by floods, and the bridge we see now was built by the instruction of a descendant of Sherburne, in 1561, and is
presumably the one marked on Saxton’s map of 1575. This crossing point is still used today, but Cromwell's
Bridge has been replaced by the Lower Hodder Bridge of 1819, which is a little upstream of this site. The bridge,
shown from upstream in the photograph below, has 3 segmental arches giving a total length of 38m, with the
large central arch contributing c15m. It is a little over 2m wide and will have had low parapets, though only
vestiges remain. The fabric is sandstone ashlar and coarser squared blocks. The northern pier, to the right in the
photograph is especially broad and carries large cutwaters, cut off just below the trackway. The bridge is easily
seen from its adjacent replacement, and an overgrown path leads to it, though I was not tempted to try to cross.
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LA10. Loyne Bridge carries a minor road across the River Lune to the east of the village of Gressingham. It
has 3 large segmental arches, slightly stilted, and separated by two heavy piers which carry massive triangular
cutwaters rising to the top of the parapets to provide refuges at each face. The central arch spans 18.75m, while
the outer ones span c15.5m each; the piers are c6m in breadth. The roadway is just less than 3.5m wide and
there is no evidence of widening in the smooth soffits. The arches have double arch rings in two orders. The
fabric is sandstone ashlar, though there is considerable variation in the sizes of the rectangular blocks. The
Listing suggests medieval origins, and Jervoise while offering no specific date hints at the late 16th century,
suggestions backed by the appearance of a bridge here on Saxton’s 1575 map. Others suggest that the bridge
dates from the 1680s, and perhaps that agrees better with its overall form and excellent condition, but I am
inclined to go with the map evidence and assign it to the 15/16 th century. The real puzzle relates to why such
an impressive bridge should have been built where the need can never have been great. Access is good
upstream, from where the photograph was taken.
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LA11. Manchester Hanging Bridge spanned
a man-made ditch which brought the River Irk
to a junction with the River Irwell; it is
immediately south of Manchester Cathedral.
The ditch was at one time part of the defences
of the town, and the bridge carried the road
from Chester. The name may derive from a
wooden predecessor which could be lifted
away when the town was under attack. The
remains are of a bridge built in 1421, which
may be shown on Saxton’s 1575 map. The
ditch had become a sewer by the 17th century
when it was culverted, and the bridge seems
to have been covered over in the 18th century.
It was uncovered in the 1880s, and actually
put on display for a few months, but was then
buried again for another century. Finally, it
was exposed again and restored, going on
display along one wall of the basement of
Manchester

Cathedral’s

visitor

centre

refectory in 2002. The bridge comprised 2
slightly pointed arches spanning 5.13m each,
one of which rests on 3 broad unchamfered ribs. The fabric is coursed sandstone rubble and the single flush
chamfered arch ring is made of shaped voussoirs. The bridge is 2.7m wide as it was built originally; the parapet
arrangements are unclear. The screenshot above shows details of the ribbed arch, while the schematic shows
the bridge in an old setting beside the collegiate church of St. Mary, St. Denys, and St. George, which became
Manchester Cathedral in 1847.
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LA12. Paythorne Bridge carries a minor road
over the River Ribble, from Gisburn into the
hamlet of Paythorne. The listing suggests that
it was built in the 17th century, whereas
Jervoise asserts that part of the structure is
medieval; l will settle for the early-16th century,
given the design, and the fact that it is marked
on Saxton’s 1575 map. The bridge has been
substantially widened at the north (upstream)
face, probably in the middle of the 19th
century, and the parapets on both faces were
renewed at the same time. The fabric is
sandstone ashlar, and the two river arches
are segmental, of span 9.75m, separated by a
broad pier with large triangular cutwaters which are certainly later additions. The river arches of the original bridge
each rested on three unchamfered ribs, as shown in the upper photograph, a view from upstream, and there are
double arch rings in two orders, also unchamfered, at the downstream face. The original width of the carriageway
was 2.75m, which was more than doubled to the present 6m. The parapets have central and end piers, a string
course, and weathered coping. There are two segmental flood arches of more recent date to the west of the
bridge, which contribute to a total length of 52m. Access would normally be good all-round, but wet conditions
underfoot meant that I was unable to get to the point from where a photograph of the older, downstream aspect
shown below, could be taken; that used, taken from the internet, shows the two river arches, and one of the flood
arches.
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LA13. Rawtenstall PH Bridge also known as
Longholme Packhorse Bridge spans the River
Irwell, carrying an access road to houses quite
near to the centre of the town, across the A681
from a superstore. Certainly its present
function makes the name of a packhorse
bridge,

a

misnomer.

It

comprises

two

segmental arches of slightly different shapes
and spans of around 6m. The fabric is random
gritstone rubble, save that the soffits are
coursed. There is a small cutwater upstream,
capped with two shaped stones. The width is
3m; it may have been widened, though the
upper photograph showing the soffits of the northern arch does not supply convincing evidence. There are
differences between the arches also, with the deeper, narrower arch rings on the northern arch faces (on the
right in the lower photograph) distinct from the southern arch rings, so they could have been built at different
times. The bridge has been dated to both the 16th and 17th centuries, but the former seems much too early; the
northern arch could have been built in the 17/18th century, but I think the southern arch is later. Access to the
bridge is reasonably good.
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LA14. Ringley Old Bridge is now bypassed and pedestrianised; it crosses the River Irwell between Kearsley
and Ringley to the south-east of Bolton. The bridge comprises 3 deep segmental, almost semi-circular arches,
of which that on the Ringley bank, a flood arch, is much smaller than the other two. The total length is 40m, with
the largest arch spanning c12.7m, and the road-way width is 3.3m. The cutwaters on the pier between the larger
arches, upstream and downstream, rise to provide refuges; the other two cutwaters are capped below parapet
level. The fabric can be termed irregular ashlar, or dressed coursed rubble, saving the parapets, probably a
fairly late addition, and soffits which are clearly ashlar; there are double arch rings in two orders. There is a
plaque on the Kearsley bank recording the bridge build date as 1677, and that it cost £500; the Listing goes
along with this as I do. Access is good around the bridge, but unfortunately the location was a building site when
I visited, and I have been unable to hide all the evidence in the photograph below.

17

LA15. Saddle Bridge is also known as Fairy Bridge; it carries a path across Bashall Brook, in Clough Bottoms,
east of the village of Bashall Eaves, and to the north-west of Clitheroe. It comprises a fairly shallow segmental
arch, set quite high on the banks of the stream. The fabric is rubble, with single flush arch rings made of roughly
shaped voussoirs. There are distinct keystones, which make the 17th century dating by the Listing problematic,
and the mention made of 20th century refurbishment does not really change that. I shall stick with the catch-all
17/18th century, but with some doubts. The bridge is 0.8m wide between the low parapets, and spans 7.5m.
Access is good, by way of a right of way beside a farm, but the bridge is somewhat featureless and dull.
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LA16. Swanside Packhorse Bridge is also known locally as Monk’s Bridge; it lies to the east of Clitheroe, a
few hundred metres north of the minor road between that town and the village of Rimington, and separated from
it by a railway viaduct. The bridge comprises a single flattish segmental arch with a span of 6.6m spanning the
Swanside Beck, a tributary of the River Ribble; there are no parapets and the arch is a single ring of shaped
sandstone voussoirs merging smoothly into the rubble-built abutments. As can be seen, steps lead onto the
trackway which is made up of packed earth around the protruding tops of the voussoirs. It is 1.8m wide, and
with the rough surface and absence of parapets, the crossing is a bit hazardous. Dating of such bridges is
always difficult, but if the alternative name reflects historical fact, it must have been built no later than the early
16th century, so deserving the description as late-medieval which is often attached to it. The condition is very
good, and the setting is pleasant, with access easy around the bridge.
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LA17. Whalley Bridge has a very old bridge at its heart, but it is only by looking at the underside, that clues to
this can be detected. Some elements are thought to survive of the bridge built here by an Abbott of Whalley
Abbey in the 14th century, and a bridge is shown here on Saxton’s 1575 map.. The bridge now provides the only
access over the River Calder for motor vehicles into the village from the south, and has been widened three
times at least. The original bridge was 3m wide, and was widened twice downstream, i.e., on the side away
from the viewing point in the photograph below. An old postcard suggests that at the end of the 19 th century the
central arch viewed from upstream was pointed, while that to the north was segmental, but other sources refer
to the medieval bridge as having semi-circular arches. Then in 1914 a last widening operation was undertaken,
certainly upstream but probably downstream as well so that the bridge as viewed from both sides is an early 20th
century bridge; the width had been increased in stages to 10.9m. The original bridge is recorded as having two
arches, but there are now three. It would normally be assumed that the northern arch, to the right in the
photograph, which crosses land, was the addition, but it, along with the central arch, rests on ribs, whereas, the
other does not. The fact that this northern land arch is of similar span to the river arches, rather than smaller, is
also significant; it may have crossed water, before a shift in the river channel necessitated the building of a new
arch to the south. The total length of the bridge is 35.5m with each arch spanning between 9 and 10m. Both
parking and access to view the soffits, which hold the key to at least part of the bridge’s history, are difficult.
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LA18. Wycoller Packhorse & Clapper
Bridges: Wycoller is a village in the Forest of
Trawden to the east of Nelson and Colne,
through which runs Wycoller Beck, a small
stream in the River Ribble catchment. There
are three bridges of interest there, one of
packhorse type, the other two of clapper type.
Once in the village, access to the bridges is
good, but getting there can be a problem, as
only residents’ cars and commercial vehicles
are allowed access, so a walk of about 1½km
there and back is obligatory for anyone
wishing to view the artefacts. The packhorse
bridge comprises two segmental arches, with
that to the east, of span 4.2m, deformed and the other, of span 3.6m, leaning slightly. The length is 9m, and the
width is only 0.65m; the parapets or more accurately, kerbs are 0.25m high. The large cobbles which pave much
of the track-way, as in the photograph above, are pushed down at the centre so that the surface is rough and
grooved, and the effect is to make crossing the bridge seem hazardous. The arches have double arch rings in
two orders, with the upper ring quite narrow with gaps where stones have dropped out. There is a small rough
cutwater made of largish stones upstream. The fabric of the bridge is rubble. The Listing dates the bridge to the
17th century, but allows that it might be older, whereas Hinchcliffe goes for the 13 th or 14th century but cannot cite
documentation or stylistic markers, such as pointed arches or chamfering. The condition is certainly a sign of
age, but also a not unwelcome absence of titivation. With neither documentation nor structural date markers it
would be unwise to push the build date back too far, so I will settle for 16/17th century.
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Also in Wycoller, Clam Bridge is commonly
stated to have been built more than 1,000
years ago; it is to the south-west of the village.
Shown alongside, beside a ford, it consists of
a single gritstone slab 3.65m long laid across
the watercourse, with one end resting on the
edge of a rock outcrop and the other
supported by a pile of balance stones. Small
holes along one side of the stone suggest that
it once had handrails. Originally the slab might
have been an Iron Age Menhir (standing
stone) located on the moors north east of
Wycoller, this is a rather tenuous justification for the claimed age. In 1989 a flash flood dislodged the slab and
cracked it in two. It was repaired and put back, but broke again in another flash flood in 1990. Restoration,
including the pinning of the sections together with steel clasps, was completed in June 1991. Another clapper
bridge, shown in the photograph below, is near the centre of the village, and variously known as Hall Bridge,
Weaver’s Bridge or Druid’s Bridge. Originally it comprised two stone slabs supported by a central stone pier, with
their ends on the banks of the stream. It was most likely built in the late 18 th century, though claims are made for
medieval origins. Recently, the eastern slab broke and the bridge was repaired by supporting the cracked slab
on another stone pier closer to the east bank of the stream. The upper surfaces of the slabs had grooves worn
by iron horseshoes and people wearing metalled clogs crossing it, but these were chiselled out around 1910,
following an accident. There are other small bridges in the village, but I consider none apart from the packhorse
bridge to be pre-1700 structures, even if components may be.
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LA1M. Clayton Hall Bridge crosses a dry moat near the hall named, which can be seen in the background in
the photograph below; it is on the east side of Manchester, quite close to the football stadium of Manchester
City. The bridge is ashlar-built, comprising 2 stilted, flat segmental arches, each spanning c4m. There are double
chamfered arch rings, with the voussoirs below dressed and heavily mortared. The un-widened bridge is just
greater than 3m wide, and the cutwaters are brought up to refuges at each face. The Listing dates the bridge to
the 17th century, although the adjacent hall has surviving parts two centuries older; I agree with the Listing date.
Access is fairly good, though foliage may reduce visibility in summer.
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LA2M. Peel Hall Bridge crosses a moat
which once surrounded Peel Hall on the south
side of Manchester, a little east of the airport.
It comprises 3 low segmental arches, each
spanning 2.5m, and giving with broad piers
and abutments a total length of c15m. The
fabric is coursed sandstone rubble, and there
are double chamfered arch rings as shown
alongside, at both faces. The bridge is 3m
wide. The Listing suggests that it was built in
the 17th century, but this seems too late and
the date given on a display board nearby, of the 15th century seems more likely. Access is very good as the bridge
is now in a public park.
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LA3M. Speke Hall Bridge: The hall is a late
medieval manor house, owned by the
National Trust and located immediately to the
west of Liverpool John Lennon Airport. The
moat is now dry and has been incorporated in
sunken gardens. The main entrance is
accessed by way of a bridge from the northeast, which carries a paved way, 2.6m wide;
there are four pseudo- cutwaters which rise to
form refuges as shown alongside. The fabric
is ashlar. There is now a single narrow roundtopped arch-way of width 0.9m surmounting a
path. The arch, shown below, has a single flush arch ring. It might be thought that the aperture in the bridge must
have been tailored to the pathway, and that it dates to the drainage of the moat, but it has the size and form which
are quite common for moat bridges, as such apertures do not have to accommodate strong flows. It has been
suggested that a date of 1598 above the entry porch is the bridge build-date, though it was refurbished early in
the 20th century. The date is plausible, given that ashlar structures tend to look less old than they are. There were
once access bridges over the moat to the east and south of the hall, but I could see no apertures in what may
still represent their upper works. Access is excellent once entry has been gained to the National Trust property.
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Note on Survival Rates.
In the information sheets, I make references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a surviving
bridge is thought, on the basis of other evidence, to have been built in the 16 th century or earlier, appearance on
this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. However, there is more to be
gleaned from Saxton’s extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 23 bridges in
Lancashire, on his map. Of them, it is my judgement that 6 still stand, at least in part, and are thus in my
compendium, a 26% survival rate; these numbers are within the envelope containing similar estimates which I
have made for other areas of the country. The low survival rates are a warning against drawing firm conclusions
from examination of the bridges which survive, as together they are no more than a good sized sample.
Otherwise, I have identified 10 standing bridges built before 1600 in Lancashire, (excluding moat bridges), which
can be compared with 6 of those still standing out of Saxton’s 23. So 4 bridges, over small streams and off the
beaten track, were not included by Saxton for various reasons that can be imagined, and no doubt there are others
in the category which have since disappeared. I am not willing to try to quantify the number but it is sufficient to
say that there were perhaps c30 bridges in Lancashire towards the end of the 16 th century.
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