The Old Bridges of Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire
Page
Sketch Map of Cheshire

2

Chester Dee Bridge

3

Colley Mill Bridge

4

Hockenhull PH Bridges (3)

5

Chorley Hall Bridge

7

Holford Hall Bridge

8

Hulme Hall Bridge

9

Little Moreton Hall Bridge

10

Lower Huxley Hall Bridge

11

Lymm Hall Bridge

12

Sketch Map of Shropshire

13

Bridgnorth Severn Bridge

14

Clun Bridge

15

Harpswood Bridge

16

Ludford Bridge

17

Rushbury PH Bridge

18

Shrewsbury Old Welsh Br.

19

Stottesdon Prescott Bridge

21

Sketch Map of Staffordshire

22

Albright Hussey Bridge

23

Elford Bridge, West

24

Great Heywood PH Bridge

25

Horton Brook Clapper Bridge

26

Somerford Bridge

27

Walton Bridge

28

Caverswall Castle Bridge

29

Eccleshall Castle Bridge

30

Note on Survival Rates

31

1

Cheshire

North

Warrington

CH6M
Runcorn

R Mersey

Wilmslow

CH2M

R Dee

CH1M

Northwich

Macclesfield

CH3M
CH1
Chester

CH3

CH2

CH5M

CH4M

R Dee
Crewe

Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.
CH1
CH2
CH3
CH1M
CH2M
CH3M
CH4M
CH5M
CH6M

BRIDGE
Chester Dee Bridge
Colley Mill Bridge
Hockenhull PH Bridges (3)
Chorley Hall Bridge
Holford Hall Bridge
Hulme Hall Bridge
Little Moreton Hall Bridge
Lower Huxley Hall Bridge
Lymm Hall Bridge

OS Location
SJ 407 657
SJ 891 658
SJ 476 657
SJ 838 732
SJ 709 755
SJ 725 724
SJ 832 589
SJ 498 623
SJ 684 871

2

BUILD DATE
14th C
17th C
17/18th C
17th C
17th C
17th C
15th C
15th C
17th C

CH1. Chester Dee Bridge is thought to have
had Roman, and Norman predecessors, the
latter wooden; the present structure dates to
c1387. It was for long the only ‘dry’ route into
North Wales. Since then, the bridge has
undergone numerous repairs, and at least two
major alterations, namely a widening, of
c2.1m at the upstream face, in 1826, which
can be detected in the soffits shown in the
photograph, taken from upstream, above and a reconstruction of the two segmental northern arches. The former
exercise left the two faces looking quite similar, except strangely that the parapet on the upstream face was
replaced by iron railings. On the underside of the bridge the addition looks like a single wide protruding rib, a fact
which may have led Jervoise to refer erroneously to ribs beneath some of the arches. The total length of over 150m
is made up of seven arches of different forms and lengths with the largest spanning 18m; presumably the variations
reflect difficulties in finding secure footings for the piers. Listed from the north bank, two segmental arches are
followed by three pointed arches, then a semi-circular arch, and finally a hybrid, pointed upstream and segmental
downstream. It is reasonable to assume that the central arches have remained relatively unaltered for more than
700 years, apart from the widening, but that the outer arches, which at different times spanned a mill race and
carried gates and houses, have been subject to rebuilds. The original fabric is coarsely shaped sandstone rubble,
and there are 6 cutwaters on each face, of which 3 upstream and 5 downstream have been carried up to give
refuges. The re- creation of those upstream after a footpath was provided is another eccentric feature; the total
width of roadway plus path is 6.3m, implying that it was 4.2m before 1826. There are chamfered arch-rings in two
orders on all but the southern-most arch. Unfortunately the Chester authorities seem hardly aware that they
possess a fairly unique and historically important artefact in the bridge, and have allowed the view from the north
bank (downstream) to be obstructed by shrubby trees. The view above contrasts the 2nd (new) and 3rd (original)
arches taken from the north; below is a view of 5 of the 7 arches from downstream, with the 3rd from the north
on the left.
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CH2. Colley Mill Bridge carries the A54 over the River Dane, a tributary of the River Weaver, 3½km north-east
of Congleton. It comprises two segmental arches making up a bridge of length 24.5m, separated by a pier with
upstream and downstream triangular cutwaters, which rise to provide refuges at roadway level. There are double
arch rings in two orders, and the fabric is slightly irregular ashlar throughout. The river flows under the southern
arch, which spans c9.1m, with the other, now no more than an emergency flood arch, forming part of a private
garden. The bridge has not been widened from the original 3m, so traffic flow is controlled by traffic lights. The
Listing dates the bridge to the 17th or 18th century, and remembering that ashlar structures always age well, this
may be a reasonable estimate. However, it would be surprisingly narrow for a bridge built in the latter part of
that period, so I shall class it as 17th century. Access is not good, and the photograph below taken from
downstream was obtained with some difficulty, the only alternative being views of single arches from the level
of the road.
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CH3. Hockenhull Packhorse Bridges The
three bridges and associated causeways
carry a path over the floodplain of the River
Gowy, a tributary of the River Mersey, and are
7km east of Chester, south of the A51;
approachable from the west by way of Platts
Lane. Each is built of shaped red sandstone
blocks deployed as coursed rubble. The
westernmost bridge, shown alongside, has a
single segmental arch, spanning 6.3m; there
are double arch rings, in 2 orders. The bridge
is fractionally less than 1.5m wide, above the
arch, stepped out to 2.2m at the abutments.
When I visited, such water as there was,
appeared detached from the main stream.
Progressing along a causeway to the east, the
next bridge, shown below, is encountered
some 60m away. It also has a single
segmental arch spanning 6.3m and is very
close to 1.5m wide. Again the paved track
widens at the abutments. This central bridge
crosses the River Goyt, which has been
gathered into a concrete trough, part formed
by the heavy concrete plinths which carry the
bridge. The fabric is, apart from the concrete, course rubble made of shaped red sandstone blocks. There are
double arch rings, again in 2 orders, though those above are incomplete, petering out before the arch springs
from the abutments. As the river bridge of the three, its characteristics appear in the Tabulations.

5

The third Hockenhull Bridge, shown below, is a further 30m to the east, with the same segmental form, fabric
and width, just under 1.5m, like the other bridges; it spans 5.4m, and has parapets 0.7m high. The path is
cobbled, and does not widen at the abutments. The double unchamfered arch rings in two orders are complete.
There is no water beneath this bridge and judging by the vegetation, flow or even gathering of water here must
be a rare event. Jervoise suggests that the bridges date from the 17 th century, whereas the Listing suggests a
century later. Their appearances give no strong guidance, so I shall hedge my bets by placing them in the
17/18th century category; because of their similarity, I assume that they were built at more or less the same time.
Hinchcliffe suggests that they were on a route used for transporting salt. Access is fairly good though it was not
always possible to obtain the most-wanted view.
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CH1M. Chorley Hall Moat Bridge gives
access from the north over a wide moat to a hall
house built in the 14th century but modified and
extended since. It is in the south-west of
Alderney Edge, south of Wilmslow. Major
changes were made in c1640, and the bridge,
visible in the photograph, looking south-west,
taken from a house sale advert, was probably
built then, though the Listing assigns it a 16th
century date. As far as can be seen, the ashlar
sandstone bridge comprises two segmental
arches with single flush arch rings, spanning
c2.5m each, separated by a broad pier
supported by buttresses. The carriageway is c2.7m wide between low kerbs. I have not visited this bridge which is
on private land.
Apparently footings of a bridge across the River Yarrow, which is marked on Saxton’s 1575 map, are still visible
nearby.
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CH2M. Holford Hall Moat Bridge gives access
over a moat to a 17th century farmhouse, on the
north-eastern
comprises

outskirts

two

of

segmental

Northwich.
arches,

It

each

spanning c3.5m, separated by a very broad pier
with semi-circular cutwaters. There are single
flush, dressed arch rings below hood moulds.
The carriageway is 3.5m wide with semicircular embrasures with seats. The fabric is
coursed rubble sandstone. The bridge is
assigned to the late 17th century, though there
have been repairs. I have not visited the bridge, and according to a Mr. Thornber from whose website I have taken
the photograph, a change of route of a right of way means that it is now hardly visible from outside private property.
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CH3M. Hulme Hall Moat Bridge gave access,
from the north, over a moat to a manor house,
7km east of Northwich. There was a medieval
hall on the moated platform, and some sources
suggest that it was rebuilt in the 17th century,
though others talk of a Victorian rebuild. At any
rate a new house has been built recently and
part of the moat has been filled in. However the
bridge shown in Mr Thornber’s photograph still
survives. It comprises two segmental arches of
ashlar

sandstone, each spanning c5.2m,

separated by a broad pier with pointed
cutwaters rising to give refuges with seats at
carriageway level. The arch rings are flush
below hood moulds, with voussoirs dressed, and inset at both ends. The bridge is 3.5m wide between the coped
parapets; it is conceivable that it has been widened by up to 0.5m at the face shown but the evidence in the soffits
is not clear cut. The Listing states that it dates to the 15th century, with 18th century modifications, but there is little
sign of such early origins, though widening at the face in view, might explain that. However I am more taken with
its resemblance to Holford Hall Moat Bridge nearby, which can be securely dated. On that basis, I tentatively assign
it to the 17th century, though acknowledging that a view of the other face might suggest something different. I have
not visited this bridge; perhaps closer study would have yielded more certainty.
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CH4M. Little Moreton Hall Bridge gives
access to a renowned 15th century moated
manor house which is just east of the A34,
4½km south-west of Congleton. The entrance
to the hall complex from the south is by way of
the bridge with a single slightly pointed, but
shallow arch, as shown. The sandstone ashlarbuilt bridge has a span of c4.8m, and carries a
pathway 2m wide. There are single flush arch
rings, and the photograph suggests that the
arch is slightly distorted. There is no reason to
doubt that the bridge dates to c1450 when the
most part of the hall was built. Access is very good, once entry is obtained to the National Trust property, though
the bridge soffits could not be observed. In contrast with the decorative features of the hall, the bridge is
uncompromisingly plain.
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CH5M. Lower Huxley Hall Moat Bridge gives
access from the south-west to the hall, which is
5km south-east of Chester. I have not been
able to visit the bridge, on private land, and
have found no useful photograph, so present a
satellite view, with the bridge labelled; a
modern footbridge can also be seen near the
centre of the frame. According to the Listing,
the bridge has 2 low segmental arches
separated by a pier carrying the said cutwaters
which rise to the top of the parapets; the fabric
is ashlar sandstone. I estimate that the arches
span c2.1m, and that the carriageway is 2.4m
wide and there look to be refuges; it passes
under an archway on the hall side of the moat.
Unfortunately, I have no information about the
arch rings which might have shed light on the
claim that the bridge dates from the 15th
century, with modifications to the upper works
in the 17th century, which for the moment, I must
accept.
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CH6M. Lymm Hall Moat Bridge: The aperture
and its lower surrounds, which once formed
part of a bridge over a wet moat, is thought by
the Listing to date to the 17th century. The arch
is segmental and stilted, with single flush arch
rings made of dressed voussoirs, though a
prominent key stone visible in the photograph
gives pause for thought as regards the dating.
Otherwise the bridge is ashlar, and may be just
over 4m wide between parapets which are less
old. Lymm Hall, a late 16th century mansion, is
just east of the M6, and 7½km east of Warrington.
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SH1

SH1. Bridgnorth Severn Bridge over the River Severn at the town to which it gives its name now carries a Broad into the town centre, but was for long a major crossing-point. Although there has been a stone bridge since
the 14th Century, and it is marked on Saxton’s map of 1575, rebuilds have left few obvious medieval survivals. The
appearance is of a relatively modern bridge, owing most to a reconstruction designed though not implemented
by Telford in the early 19th century, and a major widening in the 1960s. To the former date, the six segmental
arches and much of the visible ashlar stonework below the carriageway must be assigned, at the latter the large
pre-stressed concrete beams which provide extra width, and dominate the upper part of the structure were
installed. The bridge is 108m long, and until the 1960s had sections only 3.6m wide, but the whole bridge is now
of twice that width. A mystery remains; when I visited, I saw no evidence of the 5 ribs, 3 ancient, stated by Jervoise
to remain beneath the westernmost arch, presumably in the 1920s, an observation confirmed by Blackwall in
1985, nor have I been able to find any photographic evidence; this arch was said to have survived from the 14 th
century. The bridge carried a chapel until the Reformation, and that building together with a gatehouse survived
until the early 19th century separated by two, of what were then seven, arches from the east bank, as shown in
the print, dated 1809. The photograph below it was taken from downstream (south) on the west bank of the River
Severn. My understanding of the evolution of this bridge is unsatisfactory, and I am still unsure if any of the 14th
century bridge is visible, or survives at all. For the moment I retain it in the compendium.
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SH2. Clun Bridge over the river of the same name which is a tributary of the River Teme, is thought to have
been built in c1450, and probably appears now largely as it did then, though an additional fifth arch was added
at some time after the 17th century. The rectangular culvert to the right of the photograph seems likeliest to be
the latter. The other four arches are segmental, and the larger two have three partial unchamfered ribs, which
are quite hard to view, and harder to photograph. There are double unchamfered arch rings in two orders. The
fabric is limestone rubble, apart from the voussoirs which are finely carved. At the northern end of the bridge,
three cutwaters on each face rise to small refuges. The width between the parapets is 3.3m, and the overall
length is approximately 22m, with the largest arch spanning c4m. The bridge has not been widened, even though
it now carries a major road, the A488, through the village of Clun. It is easily viewed from downstream as in the
photograph, but access upstream is not really possible.
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SH3. Harpswood Bridge carries the B4368
across the Mor Brook, a tributary of the River
Severn just to the west of Morville village which
is 5km west of Bridgnorth. There was no
opportunity to view the bridge from river level.
It was apparently widened from the original
2.1m to 5.4m, perhaps in two stages, with the
later change dating to the 1830s. The lower
photographs show that the downstream face
(right) is rubble-built, whereas that upstream
(left) is mainly brick, and this would suggest
that Jervoise was correct in stating that the
widening was achieved upstream. The upper
photograph taken in the 1940s showing the soffits from downstream is inconclusive; it seems to show a shape
change, at least 2m from the downstream face, but it remains possible that the suggestion by Blackwall that the
original bridge has been sandwiched by extensions is correct. Otherwise, the two small stilted segmental arches
and the large central pier give a total length of 9.1m, so that the individual arches span a bit less than 4m. Both
Blackwall and Jervoise date the bridge to the 17th century.
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SH4. Ludford Bridge carries the B4361 south
from the town of Ludlow over the River Teme.
The bridge dates from the 15th century, though
a bridge here is documented as early as the 13th
century; it is just about visible as a mark on
Saxton’s map of 1575. The lower, original
structure was rubble built using coursed,
dressed pinkish sandstone blocks, but the
upper parts, mainly the parapets, dating from a
restoration in 1886 are rougher and greyer in
appearance. Each of the 3 segmental arches is
supported on 3 broad, unchamfered ribs, as
shown alongside, which give the impression of
double arch rings, in two orders. The massive piers have triangular cutwaters which rise to refuges, more than
3.5m in width. The bridge is 3.6m wide between its parapets, and its length is just over 40m, with individual arches
spanning c9m. Other notable features are a squinch arch on the south-east end which allows a smoother entry to
the bridge from that direction, and to the north-east there is a wider splay carried on reinforced concrete beams,
which has obviously been relatively recently incorporated to serve the same purpose; otherwise the bridge has not
been widened. There was originally a chapel dedicated to St. Catherine on the bridge, and a battle was fought at
the site during the Wars of the Roses in 1459. The bridge is easily viewed from the northern, town, end.
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SH5. Rushbury Packhorse Bridge: The
village of Rushbury is 6km east of Church
Stretton, just off the B4371, and on its southwest edge, close to a minor road, is a parapetless, packhorse bridge. I had thought that I had
managed to photograph it from the road, across
a field which was then a quagmire, but it is now
clear that I was not looking at the bridge in
question but was viewing a different one of what
according to one source are 3 such bridges
around the village; that shown is the oldest. In
the photograph taken from the internet this
Listed bridge appears as neatly constructed from small grade undressed rubble. According to Hinchcliffe it is 3.6m
in span and 1.5m wide, and he draws attention to large abutments. There seems to be general agreement that the
bridge over the Eaton Brook, which eventually feeds into the River Teme, was built in the 17th century, though the
perception is not based on either documentation or special features of the design.
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SH6. Shrewsbury Old Welsh Bridge, also
known

as

St.

George’s

Bridge,

linked

Frankland with the centre of the town, crossing
the River Severn near the neck of its loop round
Shrewsbury. There was probably a bridge on
the site by the early 12th century, but it was most
likely wooden, and the stone bridge of interest
here, dates to the mid-13th century, and is
marked on Saxton’s map of 1575. It was also
recorded by Leland in the 1540s as having 6
th

arches, though a 7 flood arch on the north bank was added, probably in the 16th or 17th century, and it is its
survival in a cellar, as shown in the upper photograph that allows the inclusion of the bridge in the compendium,
the rubble in the foreground was dug out from under the arch). Jervoise suggests that the bridge was 102m long,
and the roadway might have been c5m wide. The print made by Sandby, reproduced below, shows 3 arches to the
north as Gothic and the others as semi-circular, while there seem to have been 3 unchamfered ribs beneath each
of them; double arch rings complete the picture, (though the surviving arch has a single arch ring). There were
gatehouses at each end of the bridge, that to the south being massive, as can be seen. They were pulled down in
the 18th century, presumably to ease passage, but to no avail and the bridge apart from the flood arch, and buildings
over the north abutment, was demolished in the early 1790s, and replaced by a new bridge 50m downstream.
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Shrewsbury Old English Bridge or Stone Bridge was downstream from Welsh Bridge, round the loop of the
River Severn that surrounds the town centre, and gave access to Shrewsbury Abbey. Less seems to be known
about this bridge, but it also probably dated to the 13th century. In fact, it was one of 2 bridges because the River
Severn was divided in two streams here, and the eastern arm was crossed by Abbey, or Monk’s Bridge. Old
English Bridge had 6 arches, while Abbey Bridge had 11, and they made up part of a causeway of length 260m.
The width is quoted by Jervoise as 3.6m. As can be seen from the painting of Old English Bridge, the segmental
river arches rested on ribs and had plain, single flush arch rings. Far more noticeable are the large gatehouse,
and the houses. The two bridges were taken down, and replaced in the 1770s, but parts of Abbey Bridge are
thought to survive below ground, though nothing is visible.
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SH7. Stottesdon Prescott Bridge crosses the
Rea Brook which eventually feeds the River
Teme; it is just north of a hamlet called
Prescott, roughly midway between Bridgnorth
and Ludlow. The two segmental arches each
span c3.8m, and added to a broad pier with
cutwaters at each face, which rises to the level
of the trackway, make up a bridge length of
c10m. The left hand arch (western) in the
lowest photograph is deeper and apparently
has double arch rings in two orders but that to
the right has single flush arch rings; this may
mean that the latter is a replacement. Unusually
for a bridge of this size there are three thick
unchamfered ribs across the soffits of the
western arch, as shown in the two upper
photographs taken from downstream (above)
and upstream. The lower of them also supplies
evidence that the bridge has been widened
from c1.4m to the present 2.5m, as the ribs
occupy only part of the width, and the upstream
face is plain. The remainder of the bridge is
made of roughly coursed, loose packed rubble;
there were once low parapets but there are now
unpainted

wooden

railings.

The

Listing

suggests a build-date in the 17th century, which
is possible, but the ribs imply that at least one
arch is older and I assign the bridge to the 16th
century. Access is good around the bridge.
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SH1M. Albright Hussey Bridge, or more
accurately, culvert gives access to a manor
house, now a hotel which dates back to 1524,
and it crosses the surviving part of a moat; the
property is west of the A528, a kilometre
outside Shrewsbury to the north. The two faces
of the structure are shown in the photographs,
and it can be seen that the aperture is
effectively semi-circular, with a single flush arch
ring. The small span of c0.5m should be
emphasised, while remembering that it was not
expected to accommodate a river-type flow.
The roadway above is 2.75m wide, and judging
by the similarity of the faces, widening has
probably not occurred. The containing wall to
the left in the upper photograph is thought to
have been built in c1500, before the bridge
which is linked to the building of the manor
house some years later in the 16th century. I am
slightly sceptical of such early dating, but have
no information which would overturn it. Access
is of course good for residents of the hotel as I
was for one night.
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ST1. Elford Bridge, West carries a minor road
over the remains of an oxbow lake created
when the River Tame moved slightly to the east,
where a new bridge was built in the 18th century.
The two bridges are immediately south of
Elford, 7km east of Lichfield. The bridge in
question comprises 8 arches 6 of which are
smaller, and semi-circular; the other two are
larger, and that in the centre is segmental,
while that to the north is shown alongside. The
slightly recessed arch ring is beneath a hood
mould, a pattern absent from the other arches.
The fabric is red sandstone ashlar, saving that
the parapets are of red brick. The bridge is 4.8m
wide, and does not appear to have been
widened; there are very small refuges where
central

cutwaters

rise

to

parapet

level,

otherwise the triangular cutwaters taper off at
the level of the crowns of the arches on both
faces of the bridge. The Listing assigns the
bridge to the 16th century, though it is not on Saxton’s 1575 map; I would date it to the 17th century at earliest. The
British History website seems to conflate this bridge with the 18 th century river bridge nearby, so there is some
confusion. Access to view the east face is reasonable, but the west face can only be viewed over the parapet.
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ST2. Great Heywood Packhorse Bridge is
commonly known as Essex Bridge, in the light
of an unverified tale that Queen Elizabeth I
used it to visit the Earl of that name, when he
was in high favour. The bridge crosses the
River Trent between the village of Great
Haywood and the said earl’s residence of
Shugborough Hall, some 6km east of Stafford.
It is thought to date from the 16th century, and
with fourteen segmental arches spanning up to
4.5m each, has a length of 90m, though only
the central six arches are normally over water.
The bridge is 1.3m wide, with parapets
fractionally over 0.5m high, but whether it was
ever part of a packhorse route rather than a
means of pedestrian access between the hall
and the nearby village is doubtful. As can be
seen in the middle photograph, the fabric is
ashlar, and there are double arch rings in two
orders. Each pier has cutwaters upstream and
downstream which rise to give refuges, 26 in
all. Old accounts suggest that the bridge once
had 43 arches, though there is no sign of the
extra 29 now; with this possibly major exception
it has been little altered in more than 4 centuries since it was built in the 16th century, and seems to have required
no substantial restorative work; surprisingly for a bridge so narrow it appears to be marked on Saxton’s 1575 map.
Access is good around this unique bridge, though parking nearby might present a problem.
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ST3. Horton Brook Clapper Bridge carries a
path across the Horton Brook, which drains by
way of the Rivers Churnet, and Dove into the
River Trent. It is 4½km west of Leek, and is
most easily reached from a minor road to its
west. The bridge, shown alongside, is a twochannel clapper bridge spanning c4m, but there
are unusual aspects to the design, which are
made clear in the lower 2 photographs (all were
taken by Mr. D. Waggott). The middle
photograph shows the walkway which is 0.65m
wide, enclosed by low kerbs, and the modern
wooden rails. The lowest photograph, of the
underside of the bridge, shows that there are 3
slabs across the width of each channel, the
central one carrying the walkway and the outer
ones carrying the kerbs. The fabric of the high
pier, and the abutments (or bank supports) is
ashlar and the former is tapered at each face.
As regards the age of the bridge, I cannot do
better than 17/18th century which is implied by
the Listing. Access is reasonable but the
approach to the bridge was extremely muddy
and somewhat hazardous when it was visited.
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ST4. Somerford Bridge carries a minor road
over the River Penk, a right-bank tributary of
the River Trent on the north-western edge of
the township of Brewood which is 9½km west of
Cannock. The bridge comprises 4 segmental
arches, each spanning c3.2m, and the fabric is
ashlar. Horizontal bands run along the whole
length of the bridge above the crowns of the
arches, on both faces. There are single flush
arch rings, and rectangular buttresses attached
to broad piers rise to form refuges at road level, at both faces. There are records of a bridge here being repaired
in 1605 and 1711, but the present appearance is usually considered to owe much to a restructuring and widening
by an unknown amount at the north (downstream) face to c4.7m, in the last years of the 18 th century. I was unable
to ascertain whether signs of widening are apparent in the soffits of any of the arches, but viewing the widened
downstream face above and the upstream face below, the almost pristine condition of the former contrasts with
the worn state of the latter. I suspect that one of the afore-mentioned 17th or 18th century repairs may have been
responsible for the downstream face, and this may square with a recorded statement that in 1830, ‘the bridge was
old but in good condition’. I think it reasonable to assume that the upstream view is of a 17 th century bridge, albeit
refurbished, some years ago. Access is good downstream but unavailable upstream save from the road.
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ST5. Walton Bridge once linked Stone to the
village of Walton on the right bank of the Trent,
but has carried only foot traffic since a bypass
was built in 1984. The medieval origins of the
bridge are indicated by the pointed shape of
three of the arches, and the ribs supporting the
soffits of two of them; three in the middle
pointed arch shown alongside which spans
c4.5m, and two in its companion to the south.
Jervoise suggests origins in the 14th century,
but acknowledges a lack of evidence while the
Listing implies 15th or 16th century; it would
seem logical to go for the 15th century, though
it should be noted that the bridge is not marked
on Saxton’s 1575 map. The bridge has been much modified with an extra segmental river arch being added, to
the south, along with a flood arch, while three flood arches were added on the north side; all the flood arches are
segmental. The whole bridge was effectively encased by a widening operation on both faces, which preserved the
general shape of the arches, but otherwise gave the bridge a Georgian appearance. There are signs that the
original lowest arch rings were chamfered. The widening added 0.6m at each face, increasing the carriageway
width from 3.6m to 4.8m, and the added arches contribute to a total length of 60m. There are five triangular
cutwaters to the west (upstream) and four to the east, all taper to pilasters rising to the top of the parapets thus
contributing to the relatively modern appearance of the upper-works. Access is good downstream, from where the
lower photograph was taken, but the new superstructure limits the view from upstream severely.
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ST1M. Caverswall Castle Moat Bridge gives
access to the said castle which is in a small
village on the south-eastern outskirts of Stokeon-Trent. Although, there was a castle on the
site from the 13th century, the present buildings
above foundation levels date to the 17th
century, and the same is true of most of the
bridge over the moat, to the east of the castle.
It is shown clearly in a print of the 2nd half of the
17th century, and though less detailed the print
of 1840 alongside seems to show the same
bridge. The structure comprises 2 stilted semicircular arches, apparently with single flush
arch rings which may span c3.7m; the
carriageway is c3.2m wide, contained between
th

19 century balustrades. I have recently visited
the bridge which is on private land, but can be
approached from the adjacent churchyard. It
became clear why there seem to be no useful
modern photographs on the internet, because
there is no accessible point outside the castle,
allowing the views in old

prints to be

reproduced. Access to the moat is completely
blocked by thick hedges, so all I can add is the
view of bridge looking along the roadway which
it carries. No doubt, more instructive views can
be obtained from within the castle, but no-one
with access has obliged.
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ST2M. Eccleshall Castle Moat Bridge is
south of Eccleshall Castle, where a moat,
now drained, once formed part of the
defences of the 14th century fortalice. The
castle, originally owned by the Bishops of
Lichfield was to the north of the town of
Eccleshall, 11km north-west of Stafford, and
was sleighted during the Civil War, before
being replaced by a mansion in the late 17th
century. The bridge, shown alongside, is
thought to be a 14th century survival, and has
two pointed arches, spanning c2.4m, with
single flush arch rings. Unusually, the bridge
has cutwaters outside the arches as well as on the pier between them. The carriageway is 3m wide. The bridge
may seem unusually plain for its age but the norms were different for fortified buildings. Unfortunately, I have not
visited the bridge, which is on private land.
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Note on Survival Rates
In the information sheets, I make many references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a
surviving bridge is thought on the basis of other evidence to have been built in the 16 th century or earlier,
appearance on this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. There is more to
be gleaned from these extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 23 bridges in
Cheshire on Saxton’s map. Of them, it is my judgement that only 1 still stands at least in part, and is thus in my
compendium, a 4% survival rate. For Shropshire, the corresponding numbers are 13 bridges standing in c1600,
of which 3 still stand, a 23% survival rate. For Staffordshire, the corresponding numbers are 15 bridges standing
in c1600, with only 1 still standing, a 7% survival rate. These numbers are within the envelope containing similar
estimates which I have made for other areas of the country. The relatively low survival rates are a warning against
drawing firm conclusions from examination of the bridges which survive, as together they are no more than a good
sized sample.
Otherwise, I have identified 1 standing bridge built before 1600 in Cheshire, (excluding moat bridges) which can
be compared with 1 of those still standing from Saxton’s 22, i.e. I identify none still standing which did not appear
on Saxton’s map. In Shropshire, there are 5 pre-1600 bridges in my compendium (excluding moat bridges), 3 of
which were marked by Saxton; the other 2 are relatively small, and isolated. In Staffordshire, there are 3 pre-1600
bridges in my compendium, (again excluding moat bridges), only 1 of which is marked by Saxton, the other 2 are
slightly surprising omissions.
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