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DO1. Bradford Abbas Bridge is otherwise known as Smith’s Bridge and carries a minor road over the River
Yeo, just south of the village of Bradford Abbas, which itself is on the south-eastern outskirts of Yeovil. The fabric
is coursed rubble with squared blocks, some quite large, and there are 2 four-centred arches, with deep single
chamfered arch rings; the arches each span 3.9m and contribute to a bridge length of 9m in total. The low
parapets and carriageway jetty outwards to overhang the cutwaters on each face of the bridge, and there are
metal railings above the parapet. The roadway is 3.5m wide and there is no evidence of widening. The consensus
is that the bridge was built in the 16th century, and apart from the parapets and railings it appears little altered; It
is marked on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Access is fairly good, though lush vegetation in summer poses some
problems for the observer.
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DO2. Christchurch Town Bridge crosses the River Avon just north-west of the ruin of Christchurch Castle. It
is dated to the 15th or 16th century, and a record of its repair in 1585 survives. It was marked by Saxton in the
1570s so must have still been passable then. Viewed from downstream, as in the photograph, the river bridge
has 6 semi-circular stone arches with double chamfered arch rings in two orders, though one arch has been
blocked. The cut-waters are surmounted by pinnacles which come to a point below the top of the parapets; there
is a string course above the arches which follows the slight crown of the bridge. The central span is close to 4m,
and the soffits are smooth. The fabric is ashlar, with red sandstone mixed in with the grey stone which makes
up most of the structure. The bridge was widened on the north (upstream) face from 4.5 to 7.5m in 1900, and
further alterations were carried out in 1937; they included the attachment of a metal walkway upstream. The
area between the bridge and the nearby castle was the scene of Civil War skirmishes in 1645, but the bridge
was probably undamaged. On the town side of the bridge, a mill lade, reputedly of great antiquity, is crossed by
the road, but the small bridge here appears to be comparatively modern. Access is good downstream of the
bridge, where the original aspect can be viewed, but it cannot be seen from upstream.
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DO3. Corfe River Bridge is in open country a
couple of hundred metres west of West Street
in the village of Corfe Castle, and carries a
track over the Corfe River. The rubble built
bridge has a single semi-circular arch spanning
c4m, and low parapets enclose a trackway of
width 1.8m. In the belief that any sort of visual
representation is useful, in at least confirming
the existence of the bridge and lacking any
photograph that convinces me that it depicts
the bridge in question, I present a Google view
without pretending that it adds much; the yellow
arrow points to the bridge. The consensus
seems to be that the bridge dates to the 17th century, and I must accept this in the absence of any more information.

6

DO4. Cornford Bridge carries a minor road over the Caundle Brook, a tributary of the River Stour, to the southwest of the village of Bishop’s Caundle, 6km south-east of Sherborne. The fabric is coursed rubble with ashlar
coping. The bridge comprises 3 pointed arches, each spanning c3.3m, with double unchamfered arch rings in
two orders on the upstream face. There are two large triangular cutwaters on the 1.5m broad piers, which rise to
the level of the parapets, where they are in part capped, and part projected into small rectangular refuges; a very
unusual arrangement. Jervoise refers to some rebuilding of the downstream face, indicating that the central
arch only has one ring of voussoirs, and that there is only a single cutwater. Both he and the Listing refer to a 3stage buttress which replaces the other cutwater, though the Listing seems to regard it as part of the original
structure. Both sources confidently attribute the bridge to the 15 th century, and suggest that work was done on
the downstream face in the 18th century. The bridge is 3m wide. Access is fairly good upstream, though foliage
prevented the three arches from being viewed together when I was there, and I was unable to view the
downstream face, except from the roadway.

7

DO5. Crawford Bridge carries a minor road
branching off the A350 across the River Stour,
just to the east of Spetisbury. Although the first
documentation of a bridge here dates to 1235,
it is thought that the present structure was built
around 1400, and work was done on it in 1506.
Somewhat surprisingly it does not appear on
Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Thereafter repairs
followed at intervals, until in 1819, major
changes were made; the bridge was apparently
widened on the downstream face to 3.6m, and
the cutwaters were not replaced there. An additional rib must have been provided under the extension, on 5 of the
6 river arches, so that there are 3 thick unchamfered ribs, and this suggests that c1.1m was added to an original
width of c2.5m. Unfortunately, it is largely impossible to view the surviving medieval face now, but I include the old
postcard, above, which shows the cutwaters alternately capped below parapet level, and extended upwards to form
4 triangular refuges; the widened downstream face is shown below. The bridge comprises 6 near-semi- circular
river arches, ranging in span from 3.6 to 6m, giving a length of 66m; there are also 3 similar but smaller flood arches
in a causeway to the south. The bridge kinks noticeably towards the southern end, and is slightly humped. The
fabric is coursed rubble and ashlar.
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DO6. Eastbrook Bridge is near the centre of the town of Wimborne Minster, and easy enough to observe from
upstream, but the downstream face cannot be seen, other than presumably from private properties on each
bank of the River Allen which it crosses. Thus the statement by Jervoise that there are two arches on this face
rather than the three on the upstream face, spanning c4.5m, shown below, has not been confirmed. Indeed the
upstream view presented below might have been expected to show some structure associated with twin arches
but does not; most likely, the arch on the left was blocked off. In other regards, the pilasters suggest that a
recorded widening by 2.4m in 1789 may have produced this aspect of the bridge, though as the carriageway is
now 8.5m wide there may have been 2 stages to this. All in all, something of a mystery to me, and it is quite
surprising that no-one seems to have photographed the bridge from Eastbrook Row, from where the
downstream aspect should be visible. There are records of a bridge here in the 16th century, but Jervoise hedges
his bets between the 17th and 18th centuries for the origins of what is there, and in spite of the Gothic arch forms,
I will do the same.
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DO7. Fifehead Neville Footbridge spans the River Divelish, which is a tributary of the River Stour, alongside
a ford/Irish Bridge on a minor road called Dark Lane at the east side of the village of Fifehead Neville which is
just south of Sturminster Newton. It is of unusual configuration with two stilted, slightly convex sided pointed
arches, almost ogee-shaped, which each span 1.8m, contributing towards a bridge length of 4.5m. The fabric
is rubble with the single ring of voussoirs of very rough construction. There is a large triangular cutwater
upstream, and it rises to the top of the low kerbs which enclose a track, 1.6m wide, so providing a refuge.
Wooden rails have been affixed to the faces of the bridge, and cut the refuge off. A build-date as early as the
12th century has been suggested for this bridge, presumably on grounds of style and fabric, but the suggestion
is not backed by anything more tangible, and perhaps the 15 th century would be a more realistic estimate. The
view from upstream is very good as shown, but the downstream face is inaccessible, not that it is likely to be
different.
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DO8. Forde Bridge carries a minor road, Whatley Lane over the River Axe, beside the entrance to Forde Abbey,
though it is sometimes named for a nearby hamlet, Thorncombe. It comprises three arches, all segmental, but
of very different forms, with the central one of smallest span, 2.7m, and the outer pair, 3.3m each. The fabric is
rubble, and there are single flush arch rings. The width is 3m between the parapets, and enough of the soffits
can be seen in the upstream photograph below, to show that the bridge has not been widened, (the arches
seem to be pointed because of the angle of view). There are upstream cutwaters on each of the relatively narrow
piers, tapering off at the top of the coped parapets, and there is a similar downstream cutwater on the northern
pier. Although the Listing dates the bridge to the 17th century, other sources suggest it is a century older, perhaps
linking it to the nearby abbey, pre-Dissolution, and it does seem to be marked on Saxton’s map of 1575.
However, its appearance seems more in keeping with the later date, which would indicate that it is a
replacement, and I shall class it as 17th century. Access is possible upstream, but there is much tree-growth
obstructing the view.
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DO9. Holme Bridge carried the B3070 across the River Frome to the west of Wareham until it was bypassed
relatively recently. The oldest part of the structure, central in the photograph below, comprises three segmental
stone arches, spanning 3.6m, 4.2m, and 3.6m, supported by piers with upstream cutwaters extended upwards
to parapet level to provide refuges. It seems most likely that this part of the bridge dates as Jervoise suggests
to the 15th century. Since then, three more arches have been added; firstly, a fourth segmental arch at the north
end, probably in 1674; distinguishable from the older arches because each face of the arch has one rather than
two arch rings. The secondly addition was an 18th century brick arch at the south end, and the last, a 19th century
stone arch with brick spandrels at the north end. The newer arches also rest on piers with upstream cutwaters,
extended upwards to provide refuges, giving five all-told, but there are two only on the downstream face. The
width of the carriageway is c3.7m and there is no evidence that it has been widened. Damage by tanks during
the 2nd World War necessitated replacement of the old parapet with the present brick walls topped with stone
copings. The fabric of the three oldest arches is carstone (a form of sandstone) and limestone coursed rubble,
and some effort has been made to preserve a match of colours in the later modifications. The bridge was the
site of a Civil War confrontation in February 1644. Access is reasonable around the bridge.

12

DO10. Holwell Bridge crosses the Caundle Brook just behind St. Lawrence Church, on a bridle path connecting
the villages of Holwell and Bishops Caundle. It is a hybrid structure supported on two very large piers, one with
an upstream cutwater rising to the level of the trackway, which are thought to be medieval. Two of the resulting
gaps are spanned by a single wooden footbridge, though until recent times there were a stone slab and a
wrought iron structure. The other gap of 3.6m is spanned by a particularly shallow segmental stone arch,
springing from quite high on a pier and abutment. The track-way is just over 1.5m wide, and there are parapets
above rough string courses which are 0.7m high, though they look like a relatively modern addition. The stone
arch is rubble built. Perhaps it would be reasonable to assign the piers to c1500, the stone arch to the early 18th
century, and the rest to the last hundred years. Access is fairly good to view both faces of the bridge, and I
present an upstream view.
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DO11. Iford Bridge crosses the River Stour and sits alongside the A35 between Bournemouth and
Christchurch, having been bypassed since Jervoise made his observations in c1930. It comprises 3 bridges
making up a causeway and each one dates to a different period, as a result of rebuilding. The easternmost
bridge was built around 1800 and comprises 6 round-headed arches, alternately large and small. The structure
is largely of red brick but the soffits are stone lined, and the parapet copings are also of stone. Between the
arches are pilasters. The middle bridge which is relevant here dates from the mid-17th century and comprises 4
segmental arches with double flush arch rings and cutwaters capped at parapet level. They each span 3.6m
and the width of the carriageway here is also 3.6m. Most of the structure is ashlar, but the red brick parapets
dominate. Only the western bridge can be viewed from downstream, and the upstream view of the central bridge
is obstructed by foliage. The western bridge, which crosses the main stream of the river, dates from the late
18th century, and comprises 4 round-headed arches with cutwaters capped at low level. The photographs are of
the middle (above) and western river (below) bridges.
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DO12. Kettle Bridge crosses the River Cerne, a tributary of the River Frome, to the north of Cerne Abbas but
carries only a stub of a road leading to woodland paths. The two faces are very different in appearance, though
both follow the pattern of containing a smallish round headed arch with parallel sides in a high wall which rises
to form the bridge parapets; it appears to be slightly skew to the roadway. Downstream, as shown in the left
hand photograph below, the fabric is rough, mainly random, rubble, and that includes the flush double arch rings,
the lower of which is chamfered. Upstream the fabric is much smoother, though still of random rubble, and the
chamfering of the inner arch ring is of very small extent; here the stream is contained in a channel before
reaching the bridge. The roadway is 4m wide, most probably widened upstream, though it was impossible to see
far enough into the low soffits to confirm this or estimate by how much; the length of the structure is
approximately 10m, though the arch span is little more than 1m. The Listing suggests that the bridge was built
in the 17th century or earlier, and although it is tempting to link it with the nearby abbey, there is no evidence,
either in the form and fabric of the bridge, or in documents, so I will assign it to the 17th century. Access is good
around the bridge.
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DO13. Lyme Regis Buddle Bridge crosses the River Lym in the centre of Lyme Regis, on a road called Bridge
Street. It is one of a number of old bridge structures reputed to cross the river as it runs deep between the towncentre buildings. The original bridge had a single pointed arch spanning 3.6m, and of width 4.2m. The structure
rested on 4 chamfered ribs, all of which still appear to survive in large part, contrary to other accounts, as can
be seen in the photograph below taken from downstream. The southern (downstream) face had double arch
rings of which the lower one was chamfered. The fabric is mainly rubble but the ribs and arch rings are of dressed
stone. The bridge is usually attributed to the 14th century, largely on the basis of its design. In 1914, the bridge
was widened downstream by the simple expedient of throwing beams across the river between abutments
appropriately extended; it is likely that a small amount of widening was engineered in the same way, upstream.
Decorated metal parapets were affixed to what had become a road plus pathway approximately 7.5m wide. The
bridge can be viewed by looking back upstream from where the river arrives at the beach, but the upstream face
of the bridge cannot be seen as far as I could tell, from anywhere publicly accessible.
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DO14, Lyme Regis Goslings Bridge crosses
the River Lym and a mill leet at the intersection
of three roads, Hill St., Mill Green, and Coombe
St. in Lyme Regis. The photograph alongside
shows the upstream view of two apparently
similar segmental arches, with the river arch to
the right, and the arch over a mill lade, to the
left. The fabric is rubble and there are single
flush arch rings. Below is a photograph taken
from downstream, showing the brick facings of
arches of different form. Looking at the soffits it
is clear that there are definitely two junctions,
i.e., vertical lines, which point to widening
operations,

and

unusually

there

is

a

pronounced dog-leg which may or may not
mark another widening. There are no parapets
but the roadway is enclosed by iron railings.
The Listing tentatively assigns the bridge to the 17th century, presumably referring to the core of the bridge, and I
have no reason to dissent. The bridge is easily accessed and car parking is available nearby.
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DO15. Netherbury Bridge crosses the River Brit on the east side of the small village from which it takes its
name, 6km north of Bridport. It comprises 3 spans, one segmental, one pointed, and the central one almost
ogee shaped. The fabric is rubble and there are single arch rings, with those on the central arch made up of
narrower, rougher cut voussoirs. The view of the upstream face in the lower photograph shows that the bridge
has been splayed out at the east end with a concrete beam giving support, while the central arch has been
widened to the present c3m by supporting a roadway extension on a metal beam fixed between the upstream
cutwaters; the westernmost arch is unmodified. The central arch of the bridge dates to the 17 th century, though
it looks older, but the other arches are more modern. There are no parapets; the white-painted rails will be a
comparatively recent addition. The bridge is easily viewed from most directions.
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DO16. Place Mill Bridge is immediately south of Christchurch Priory and spans a mill discharge lade which
flows to the sea. The bridge is rubble-built and comprises 2 segmental arches, with single flush arch rings. The
roadway is 2.6m wide and inspection of the soffits suggests that the bridge has not been widened. The cutwaters
are small and low. The parapets overhang the lower structure and are thought to be a relatively recent addition.
The bridge is fairly confidently described as medieval by the usual sources, perhaps 15 th century, largely it
seems because the nearby mill is recorded then. I stick with those assessments as the appearance certainly
does not rule out such a build-date, but equally there is no strong confirmatory evidence. Access is easy.
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DO17. Preston Footbridge is in a private garden, a few tens of metres north of the A363, in the village of
Preston, 4½km north-east of Weymouth. It crosses a small stream called the Jordan, and is now only a garden
artefact. The single arch is probably segmental, albeit stressed and misshapen, rather than 4-centred, and
spans 3.6m. The width is 2.6m, and parapets survive only as a few random stones. The bridge is known as
Roman Bridge, and gives its name to the adjacent house, but the consensus seems to be that it was built in the
16th century. The picture I have used is taken from a house sale advert, because the bridge is hardly visible
from the adjacent public road in summer, not least because bushes have been planted to ensure this. No doubt
the reduced foliage in winter will permit more to be seen, but it is disappointing that the owners have chosen, I
presume in the interests of privacy to hide, rather than show off, an interesting historic survival.
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DO18. Rampisham Bridge is in a small village of that name, roughly midway between Yeovil and Dorchester,
lying to the west of the A37 which connects the towns. Near to the centre of the village, a track crosses a minor
tributary of the River Frome, by way of the bridge. It comprises two main arches, each spanning 2.1m, and
described as roughly 4-centred, though they look pointed to me, together with the later addition of a small pointed
arch to the north. The bridge is some 9m long and of width 1.6m between the parapets which are 0.8m high. The
fabric is rubble and it is set upon a concrete plinth which extends some way upstream and downstream.
Upstream, there is a buttress between the main arches which both have single flush arch rings. The parapets
are topped with decorative double ranks of projections, presumably a late addition. A 16th century build-date is
usually assigned to the bridge, though there is no documentary evidence to support an assumption, based largely
on the form of the arches; I suspect it may have been built a century or more later, but will go along with the
most prevalent view. It is not easily viewed, because of profuse shrub growth, but a reasonable downstream
view, as photographed, can be obtained.
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DO19. Sharford Bridge carries a pathway
over the Corfe River, 2½km north of Corfe
Castle village. As can just about be seen in the
photograph, the bridge has two low arches, one
of which certainly looks pointed though this
might just be a result of damage to a single
rough flush arch ring. Hinchcliffe quotes a total
length of 5.4m, and allowing for a relatively
broad pier, this suggests that the arches span
c1.9m.

The

width between

low,

jagged

parapets, 0.5m high, is c1.4m. It is suggested
that a bridge in this location is on a 16th century
map, and that it was repaired, in the 17th
century and again in the 1970s. I have not
managed to visit the bridge so cannot add much save to say that based on its appearance, as in the photograph,
I do not think it as old as suggested and will class it as 17/18th century.
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DO20. Stanbridge Bridge is on a minor road
just west of the B3078, 3½km north of
Wimborne Minster; it crosses the Rive Allen, a
tributary of the River Stour (Dorset). The bridge
comprises 4 arches which are pointed or ‘twocentred’ according to different sources; the
central two are slightly larger, spanning just
over 2m. Although there was a medieval bridge
here, the bridge in its present general form
probably dates from 1666 as indicated by an
attached date-stone. However that is not for the
most part the bridge seen today, because a
century later a widening operation

was

undertaken which added 0.6m at each face of
the bridge, a project which included rebuilding
the parapets, and no doubt the band running above the arches. (Evidence of the widening can just be seen in the
soffits of the nearest arch to the camera in the photograph.) Given that only 1.2m was added in total, it is puzzling
and somewhat unfortunate that all the work was not done at one face, but the bridge is now 3.5m wide as compared
with a very narrow 2.3m originally. The fabric is ashlar, and the voussoirs forming single arch rings are chamfered,
but these features are of course of the widened bridge and not the original. Unusually, there are no cutwaters and
the piers are narrow. Access is poor; the downstream aspect can only be seen at an angle, from the road, and the
upstream face cannot be viewed at all.
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DO21. Stoford Bridge crosses a small unnamed tributary of the River Yeo on the southwestern outskirts of Yeovil, carrying a minor
road between Stoford and Bradford Abbas. The
Listing suggests that the bridge which has 2
slightly pointed arches, spanning c3m each,
may date from the 16th century, though Jervoise
seems to hedge his bets on the matter, stating
only that a stone bridge was recorded by
Leland, without stating that it was the one now
standing. The fabric is ashlar using Ham stone
and there are double arch rings, unchamfered
with the lower ones slightly recessed. The
cutwater on the upstream face rises to a refuge,
and the roadway is 3m wide. Low patched parapets are surmounted by an iron rail. I could not obtain access to
river-bank level, so the upper photograph was the best, I could do, but I have recently found Mr. Heaton’s
photograph which properly shows the bridge as seen from upstream, and lends support to a 16 th century dating
on the basis of overall appearance.
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DO22. Sturminster Marshall Bridge carries a
minor road across the River Stour, to the east of
the village for which it is named which is 6km
west of Wimborne Minster; it is also sometimes
known as White Mill Bridge. It has a fair claim
to be one of the most attractive old bridges in
the country. The bridge is made of coursed,
small red sandstone blocks, and structures like
arch rings and ribs are picked out with bands of
limestone, and mortar is whitened throughout.
The bridge is 63m long, with a gentle rise from
the ends to the centre, and 3.6m wide, with the
span of its largest arch, 5.9m. There are 8
arches, all segmental, but close to semicircular and each rests on 4 chamfered ribs, as shown in the photograph above. The substantial triangular
cutwaters on each pier, upstream and downstream, are carried up to form refuges. Above every arch are string
courses at differing heights, which reflect the sizes of the arches; each rests on corbels. There are records of
bridges on the site as far back as the 12th century, and wood obtained from pilings on which the present bridge
rests have been dated to that period. However, the structure to be seen now is thought to date mainly from the 16th
century, possibly late enough to explain its absence from Saxton’s map of the 1570s. It has not been widened,
lengthened or otherwise modified in any significant way, the faces are identical, saving small irregularities
presumably stemming from repairs, and all this makes it unusual and contributes to its ‘star quality’. Access is good,
though repair work during my visit prevented me from photographing the whole bridge.
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DO23. Sturminster Marshall PH Bridge is in the village from which it takes its name, beside a farm access
road, leading west from King’s Street. It is stated to cross the River Winterborne, a tributary of the River Stour,
but when I visited there was no water visible, the experience also of Hinchcliffe, possibly explaining the name of
the vanished stream. The single arch is segmental but very shallow, and spans about 4.5m. There are thick
kerbs rather than parapets and they occupy around half of the width of 1.3m. There are single flush arch rings.
The fabric is mainly coursed ironstone rubble. As to age, there is the common uncertainty between the 17th and
18th centuries; no-one can really be sure and unusually Hinchcliffe does not speculate about any packhorse route
which might give a clue. Access is good around the bridge.
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DO24. Sturminster Newton Bridge carries
the B3092 across the River Stour into the
village, for which it is named, 12km north-west
of Blandford Forum. It is thought to date from
the very early 16th century, and comprises 6
pointed arches which have unequal spans,
greatest in the centre at c3m, and make up a
total length of 32m. The fabric is a mixture of
ashlar and squared rubble, but most of what
can be seen, including the decorative string
courses above the arches, dates from a
widening operation. This was done on each
face by tapering the original arches out to meet
the cutwaters in a new, larger pointed elevation, as shown in the photograph above; the carriageway width was
increased from 3.6m to 5.5m. As part of the same operation, corbelled refuges were built above the cutwaters of
the central pier, and the squinch-type arrangement which can also be seen was added to allow easier access from
the south. The listing dates this work to the 17th century, but other sources, suggest the early 19th century. At the
northern end of the bridge, a causeway, penetrated by 6 segmental and 4 semi-circular arches, was built in the 19th
century to provide flood relief. Access is good, with tree cover not excessive, and the bridge is a fine spectacle,
albeit suffering a little in overall appearance from the reconstruction, which has concealed almost all of the original
fabric.
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DO25. Tarrant Monkton Footbridge sits alongside a ford/Irish Bridge which crosses the River Tarrant, a small
tributary of the River Stour, in the village of Tarrant Monkton, 6km north-east of Blandford Forum. The bridge
comprises 3 segmental arches, each spanning c1.6m, and with a single slightly chamfered arch ring on each
face; the total bridge length is 6m. The fabric is rubble, and low parapets are topped by modern white wooden
rails. The cutwaters are hardly more than vestigial. The bridge is fractionally over 1m wide. Although dating such
bridges is notoriously difficult, the Listing estimates 17th century, and that is plausible, but I place it in the 17/18th
century category. Access is excellent around the bridge.
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DO26. Walford Bridge over the River Allen, a
tributary of the Dorset River Stour, carries the
B3078 on the north side of Wimborne Minster.
A bridge here was listed by Leland but he
referred to 4 arches whereas the current bridge
has 7 pointed rubble-built arches. As shown
below, there are 4 arches of span 3m which
cross the river and it might be that additional
arches, two pointed and one segmental, were
added to traverse low ground prone to flooding,
in

which

case,

the

Listing

and

other

commentators are probably right to stick with
an early 16th century build-date. However,
Jervoise was not alone in preferring the idea of a later complete rebuild. Obviously, the pointed arches, a form
preserved in the widening operation, support an early date, but other features do not. The arch designs vary in so
far as double arch rings, an arch ring with a hood mould, and a single arch ring can be seen on the upstream face,
but all have prominent key stones which point towards the 18th century. However, the view of the soffits in the
photograph above suggests widening at both faces, albeit by more downstream, away from the camera, where
the fabric is now largely brick, to the present 5m; the width may originally have been c2.3m. This might reconcile
the shape with the appearance, by suggesting that a 16th century bridge is sandwiched between 18th century
extensions. The cutwaters are capped at parapet level, save for one which is brought up and corbelled out to form
a refuge in an unusual fashion, as also shown above. The view below is also of the upstream face, so a
cantilevered walkway attached to the downstream face relatively recently is not visible. The bridge is easily viewed
from upstream but downstream views are obscured by the said walkway. The bridge is complex and something of a
hotch-potch structure with a complicated history.
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DO27. Wareham North Bridge carries traffic
into the north of the walled town of Wareham
across the River Piddle from the bypassing
A351. A bridge here was first mentioned in the
14th century; Leland described a bridge of 6
arches in the 16th century, and it appears also
on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Now the bridge
has

3

arches

of

different

styles.

The

northernmost, seen in the lower photograph, is
pointed, but very plain, with a span of 3.6m, and
may be a medieval survival. The central arch is
segmental of span, 4.5m, has double arch
rings, and it seems from the upper photograph, that it is partly ribbed; the southern arch is also segmental, but
plain. A decorative string course runs horizontally below parapet level across the west face. The parapets look
relatively modern, and there are refuges above the two very large triangular cutwaters. It seems to be accepted
that the bridge was largely rebuilt in 1670, the doubt concerns how much of the previous bridge was incorporated;
thereafter it was widened in 1846 to 5.7m, almost certainly on the downstream, eastern face, and again a century
later, to10.8m. There are no refuges on the eastern side of the carriageway. I was unable to find access to allow
me to take any photographs so have had to rely on others of greater ingenuity or athleticism. I think the form of the
bridge as seen from upstream in the photograph below, points to the 15th century, even if the fabric owes most to
the 1670 rebuild.
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DO28. Watford Bridge carries Pymore Lane across the River Brit, to the west of the A3066, and 2km north of
Bridport. It comprises two pointed arches each of span 2.4m, and has a width of c3.2m between the parapets.
The fabric is coursed rubble and there are single flush arch rings made up of heavily mortared narrow voussoirs.
There is a single cutwater at the upstream face, cut off at the level of the base of the parapet. The Listing
attributes the bridge to the 17th century or earlier; the arch shape suggests that it might have been built in c1500,
a view which can be maintained because of its small scale even although it is very plain. Access is quite difficult,
but the downstream view in the photograph was obtained; note the small rectangular holes which probably
helped to secure the formers on which the bridge arches were built.
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DO29. Wimborne Julian’s Bridge carries the
B3078 across the River Stour, on the western
outskirts of Wimborne. The name is attributed
to a witness to a charter of King John, so
implies that a bridge might have been erected
here in the early 12th century, but that is not the
bridge to be seen now. The Listing suggests
that the present bridge had its origins in the 15th
century, while Jervoise places his faith in a
plaque on the bridge giving the date 1636; I am
inclined to agree with the latter. In 1844 the
bridge was extended at both faces, by adding
pointed arches of spans greater than those of
the original segmental arches, which ranged from 4.8 to 7.2m; an eighth brick–built arch was also added at the
east end. The original bridge had been c3m wide but it is now close to 6m wide. When the bridge was widened,
the cutwaters were capped below the parapets, and 3 corbelled refuges were provided on each face. There are 3
brick-built pointed flood arches at the west end; presumably they also were added in 1844. As already indicated,
access to the bridge at riverbank level is poor. Though the bridge is certainly decorative, it is too much a pastiche
apart from its core, to be commended.
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DO30. Wool Bridge has been bypassed, so
now crosses the River Frome just off the A352
outside the village of Wool, and beside
Woolbridge House. There was a bridge at this
location in the 13th century, but Jervoise dates
the present bridge to the 15th century; the
Listing settles for a century later but viewing the
upstream aspect especially, Jervoise is more
likely to be correct. The structure comprises
five segmental, but close to semi-circular
arches, each resting on three unusually wide
unchamfered ribs, two of which can be seen in
the photograph alongside.

The fabric is

random rubble and the bridge is rather plain,
with simple single arch rings. Each of the four broad piers has large cutwaters upstream, shown in the photograph
below, and smaller ones downstream, and all rise to parapet level to form refuges. At the south end, a rectangular
brick flood arch was added in the 19th century, and rather untidy repairs in brick are found in various places. The
largest arch spans 4.5 m, and the width is 3.3m; it has never been widened. Access is reasonable.
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DO1M. Corfe Castle Outer Bridge gives access to the castle from the centre of the small town named for it,
and crosses a deep dry man-made ditch. It comprises 4 semi-circular arches mounted on high piers; the spans
range up to 5.4m, and the width between wooden rails is 4.5m. The fabric is predominantly coursed rubble and
there are double flush arch rings. The piers date from c1280, albeit with some later patching, but the bridge
superstructure was probably first rendered in stone in the 16th century, and has been modified since. Through
the medieval period the upper part of the bridge was almost certainly wooden. Access to view the bridge is good,
there being no need to enter the castle, although foliage will obstruct views in summer
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Notes on Bridge Survival Rates
Reference is made on a number of information sheets to the appearance of bridges on Saxton’s maps of the
1570s, helpful confirmation that a bridge stood at that time, but the maps can be used in other ways. I have counted
28 bridges in Dorset on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Of them, I estimate that 7 still stand, at least in part, and they
are in the compendium, a 25% survival rate. It is possible that this is an underestimate of those still standing,
because there is some inconsistency of naming between the 16th century and the present time.
Otherwise, my compendium contains 19 standing bridges built before 1600 in Dorset, including the 7 survivors
from those identified by Saxton, and an additional 12 (excluding a moat bridge). There can be many reasons for
non-appearance, apart of course from incorrect dating, but bridges of smaller scale and importance, on smaller
streams are less likely to be marked on Saxton’s maps. However, the deficit here is exceptionally large, and
includes a number of well-known bridges, not least Sturminster Marshal Bridge, but I can offer no convincing
explanation, without further investigation.
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