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Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location BUILD DATE

GL1

Bibury Foot-bridge

SP 116 067

17th C

GL2

Kebles Clapper Bridge

SP 201 052

17th C?

GL3

King John’s Bridge

SO 894 332 1190

GL4

Mickla Clapper Bridge

SP 608 999

17/18th C

GL5

Naunton Clapper Bridge

SP 130 226

17/18th C

GL6

Sturt PH Bridge

ST 731 881

15/16th C

GL7

Tetbury Cutwell Bridge

ST 887 930

16/17th C

GL8

Tetbury Waters Bridge

ST 889 929

1622

GL9

Tetbury Wiltshire Bridge

ST 893 930

17/18th C
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No.

BRIDGE

OS Location BUILD DATE

GL10 Tewkesbury Swilgate Bridge

SO 889 332 1635

GL11 Todenham PH Bridge

SP 245 375

17/18th C

GL12 Upper Slaughter Clapper Bridge SP 155 233

17/18th C

BR1

17th C

Wickham Bridge

ST 619 761

Information sheets are provided for all the bridges listed, and there follow a few comments on important bridges
which cannot be included in the compendium because there are no visible remains.
Historically Gloucester was the lowest bridging point on the River Severn, and the fact that the river divided into 3
arms which flowed west of the city probably made the task of the bridge-builders easier. A causeway incorporating
bridges over the separate channels is thought to have existed by the late 11 th century; probably the bridges were
wooden then. A stone bridge over the easternmost arm, known as the Old or Little Severn, was called Foreign
Bridge; it was first documented in the 15th century, and is described by Leland in the 1540s as having 6 arches.
The river channel was drained and eventually culverted so that the bridge became redundant and was knocked
down in stages , the last in the mid-19th century.
Westgate Bridge which may have been first built
of stone in the mid-14th century crossed the
central arm of the river. Leland described it
c1540 as having 5 arches, which were Gothic,
judging by the print, alongside. The large
western gateway to the city, on the east bank
of this channel still stood in the 18th century.
The bridge was only partially restored after the
Civil War when during a siege of the town in
1643, 2 of the arches were taken down, and from then on the gaps were spanned only by planks of timber, as
shown in the print. Eventually in 1816, the bridge was knocked down and replaced.
The westernmost or Maisemore channel was c1km from Westgate Bridge and the road was carried to it by a
causeway, 2.9m wide, noted in the 1540s as pierced along its length by double and single arches, which numbered
as many as 36 by 1800, according to one account, though smaller numbers are quoted elsewhere. This
presumably included an 8-arch bridge over the river channel, completed just after Leland’s visit in the 1540s. All
had become dilapidated by the early 19th century, and the causeway was first to be rebuilt.
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Soon afterwards, a new masonry bridge was built to Thomas Telford’s design in 1829, over the westernmost
Severn arm; this bridge, called Over Bridge, is contrasted with its Tudor predecessor below. The bridge spans
46m, and the width between the parapets is 7.6m. It settled by up to 0.25m when the wooden formers round which
it had been built were removed, rather more than was normal, and Telford who was by then in his 70s, took
responsibility for not having sufficiently supported the abutments, suggesting that it was his worst mistake amongst
the hundreds of bridges he designed. Maybe so, but in the overall scheme of things, hardly disastrous, as the bridge
quickly stabilised, and it still stands having carried much greater loads than foreseen, though it was bypassed in
the 1970s for road-traffic.

In Bristol, there may have been a wooden
bridge crossing the River Avon in the 10th
century, but it is thought that the stone bridge
with 4 Gothic arches was built in the 1240s. The
print from the 18th century shows the shops
lining one side of the bridge with upper stories
jettied outwards. The chapel cum gateway on
the right was a particularly large edifice,
extending beyond the bridge, supported on its
own piers. The bridge stood for more than 5
centuries before it changed from an asset into a problem, principally because of the difficulties in manoeuvring
carts across it and ships beneath it. As a result it was demolished and replaced in 1768.
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GL1. Bibury Foot-Bridge carries a path across the River Coln, a left-bank tributary of the River Thames, in the
village which gives it a name, 10km north-east of Cirencester. It has 3 segmental arches spanning c2m, giving a
length of 9m in total; each arch has single flush arch rings; there are no cutwaters on the fairly substantial piers.
It is rubble built and has no parapets, but metal rails. The overall width is 1.9m. Such bridges are difficult to date,
but according to Hinchcliffe, it serves a 17th century row of cottages, so it would be reasonable to date the bridge
also to the 17th century. Access is very good, though photography can be difficult as Bibury is a favourite tourist
spot. In that context the rails are something of an eyesore, as are the cables hanging loosely secured.
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GL2. Kebbles Packhorse Bridge is just south
of the road which connects the two parts of the
village of Eastleach, which are divided by the
River Leach, a tributary of the River Thames.
The village is about 6km north of Lechlade-onThames.

The

bridge

comprises

slabs

supported by 4 limestone rubble piers, and
abutments leaving 5 near rectangular channels
of span c1.4m each. The width of the pathway
is c1.2m, though as can be seen in the upper
photograph, some of the slabs are irregular in
shape. Steps down to the river have been
affixed to the downstream face of one of the
piers. Dating of bridges of this type is difficult,
though the Listing and local documents state
that it is medieval, and presumably was at that
time the main link between the two parts of the
village. The wear on the slabs is less than would be expected, and I suspect that although there may well have
been a 15th century bridge, what we see is no earlier than 17th century. The name is variously attributed to a family
of long-time residents, and a 19th century churchman. Access is very good, though strong sunlight interfered with
my photographs.
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GL3. King John’s Bridge now carries the A38
over the River Avon just upstream of its junction
with the River Severn in the town of
Tewkesbury. As implied by the name the bridge
has its origins in the late 12th century; it was first
documented in 1190. Jervoise in the 1920s saw
a composite structure with a causeway
connecting two river bridges, because the river
divides just upstream into the Old Avon to the
north-west and the Mill Avon to the East, but
the causeway is now embedded in an
embankment, and the bridge over the Old Avon
is a modern metal structure. Accordingly the focus here is on the five segmental arches of the Mill Avon Bridge
which range in span from 5.1m to 6.6m. There is good access to river level upstream and downstream, and it is
immediately clear that the latter aspect is relatively modern, not least from the rusticated finish to the stonework. The
idea that widening has taken place downstream is confirmed by the existence of ribs supporting the soffits, towards
the upstream faces which do not extend to the whole width, beneath four of the five arches. The 2 nd arch from the
east is an exception and it was probably rebuilt in its entirety as a navigation arch of greater height, most likely
during a major restructuring in 1824. The photograph above shows the underside of the 4 th arch from the east
viewed from upstream, and the four ribs referred to by Jervoise can be seen, though there is possibly a 5th just in
view; the ribs are lightly chamfered. A single flush arch ring is chamfered along part of its length. The general
upstream aspect, shown below is certainly that of a medieval bridge, and stylistically a build-date of 1190 is
credible, though the fabric of coursed sandstone rubble is remarkably well preserved. Jervoise refers to a
carriageway width of 5.6m, and allowing a width of 0.6m to each rib, the ribbed portion of the bridge would account
for this; the widening to the present 8m was part of a major reconstruction in 1962. Triangular cutwaters rise to give
refuges at both faces; those downstream being something of a modern affectation now.

7

GL4. Mickla Clapper Bridge crosses a small
stream called the Cone Brook just upstream of
where it flows into the River Severn, 11km
north-east of Chepstow. I attempted to reach it
along rights of way from Church Lane in the
nearby village of Alvington, but was thwarted by
a collapsed stile at the last field boundary, from
where I could just see the bridge but was unable
to examine or photograph it, so I am reliant on
the efforts of others. The photograph comes
from the website of the company, called Carrek
who were employed to repair the bridge after it
was severely damaged by flooding in 2009. The
bridge now comprises a number of slabs laid
between the bank and a pier built up in wellordered thin layers of shaped stone, which
thereby create two near-rectangular channels for the water flow. The banks have been lined with coursed thin
layers of rubble, and one end of each cross-slab rests on the ledge thus provided. Unfortunately no-one who has
observed the bridge has given any measurements, but I suggest tentatively that the width might be c2.5m, and
the total span 2.2m, allowing c0.7m per channel, and a marginally greater pier breadth of 0.8m. Doubtful as these
estimates may be that is nothing as compared with the uncertainty of any estimate of age. There may have been
a bridge here in the 11th or 14th centuries, as mentioned by the Listed Building site, but I think it is more realistic to
home in on the 17/18th century for the structure now present, though the abutments and pier are far more recent,
even if the cross-slabs do look well-worn.
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GL5. Naunton Clapper Bridge is near the entrance to a farm, beside a minor road off the B4068, to the southeast of the village of Naunton, 7km west of Stow-in-the-Wold, and spans the River Windrush which flows to the River
Thames. The bridge is built in clapper style, but is unusual in having two courses of stones providing the
platform. It is also very wide, maybe exceeding 3m, providing access for vehicles into a field, alongside a ford.
Substantial abutments and two piers with rudimentary cutwaters support the crosspieces; there are no parapets.
The Listing describes the bridge as 18th century or earlier, and based on its appearance I think an estimate of
17/18th century appropriate. It can be viewed from the nearby road, though is better seen from inside the farm
entrance, though this may be trespass. Only the upstream face shown can be viewed.
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GL6. Sturt Packhorse Bridge carries a path over the Little River Avon, which flows to the River Severn, and it
is to the west of the village of Wickwar, 6½km north of Chipping Sodbury. I parked beside Castle Farm in Poplar
Lane and walked about a mile there and back. The bridge has two arches, one pointed, the other a distorted
semi-circle, both are stilted and perhaps each spans c2m. The fabric is rubble with roughly shaped voussoirs in
a single ring. The pier is heavy, carrying a larger cutwater upstream than downstream. There are no parapets,
and the hard-packed trackway is 1.5m wide. The Listing dates the bridge as 16/17th century and tentatively,
mainly on the grounds of the shape of one of the arches I go with the earlier date. Whether it was ever part of a
packhorse route is unknown. The upper photograph was taken from upstream, the lower downstream.
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GL7. Tetbury Cutwell Bridge is on what was the preferred route into Tetbury from the south to the west of the
A433, until the high level Bath Bridge was built in the 18 th century, because the entry into the town was less
steep. Although dry at the time of my visit, the stream called the Splash is apparently a source of flooding
according to a local resident, when the ford alongside the bridge becomes impassable. Certainly, the single
triangular arch, of width 2m and distorted at the crown, is only 1m high, and could greatly obstruct the flow; the
small rectangular flood arch, which was probably a later addition will provide little relief. The fabric is largely
coursed rubble, and the single flush arch ring is made from stones which have only been roughly shaped. The
bridge is 2m wide, and the soffits show no evidence of widening. The bridge is known to have been in existence
in 1622, and its form leads me to believe that it was probably built in the 16th century. Access is fairly good, at
least upstream.
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GL8. Tetbury Waters Bridge is beside, and in
the shadow of, the high level 18th century bridge
which carries the road from Bath (A433)
northwards into Tetbury, spanning the deep
valley at the bottom of which lies the Splash, a
small tributary of the River Avon (Bristol). It is
shown alongside, and a small relatively modern
footbridge which crosses the stream under one
of the arches can just be seen as well. Before
the high level bridge was built, travellers from
the south had to descend into the valley and
cross the stream just to the east using a
small

bridge

with

one

much

flattened

segmental, stilted arch, to which access was
obtained at each end by a raised paved causeway. The fabric is largely coursed rubble with thin stones which are
very loosely packed throughout. The single arch ring visible is made up of long thin voussoirs which are only
roughly shaped and loose. The bridge is 2m wide and does not seem to have been widened; the crown of the arch
is about 1.5m above a dry gully, but the arch which spans c1.5m looks very distorted. The stream is now slightly
further north. The bridge is dated by the Listing to 1622, suspiciously the same dating as Cutwell Bridge, but just
about credible, though the loose packing of the stones raises doubts, about whether the bridge could have stood
for as long. Access is good to one face of the bridge, from where the photograph below was taken, but the other
abuts on private property.
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GL9. Tetbury Wiltshire Bridge: To describe
this structure as a bridge is really a misnomer,
as it is a high causeway, albeit pierced, carrying
the road from Tetbury to Malmesbury, the
B4014, over the deep gully formed by the
Tetbury branch of the River Avon, which at that
point, little more than a mile from its source, is
a very small stream. The overall configuration
is well shown in the lower photograph, a past
view from the north-east, found on the internet.
Now, the bridge element is no more than a
culvert, topped by a rounded arch, with a single
flush chamfered arch ring, as shown in the
downstream (south) view alongside. There are
signs that this aperture may once have been
higher, and larger, as a ‘false’ arch ring can be
seen above it, near the top of the photograph,
and it may be a remnant of a bona fide 16th
century bridge. The upstream, northern face
with five buttresses results from a widening
operation, perhaps dating to the late 18th
century; it is possible that the reduced flow
channel also dates from then, and this inclines
me to place the bridge in the 17/18th century
category. The bridge was at the county
boundary

between

Gloucestershire

and

Wiltshire. Access below the roadway to view
this downstream face is difficult and it is
impossible upstream.
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GL10. Tewkesbury Swilgate Bridge also
known as Holm Bridge carries the road from the
centre of the town over the River Swilgate and
towards Gloucester. Viewed from roadway
level the bridge is fairly nondescript with two
faces differing from each other, neither looking
old. It is only when viewed from the river bank
that some understanding of its past is obtained.
The upper photograph shows an upstream
extension in brick which is more than double
the width of the central portion, and spread its
single arch slightly from its original semicircular form. The downstream widening shown
in the lower photograph was not as great,
though the arch was again spread. It has to be
a tentative estimate, but perhaps the original
bridge was just over 3m wide, and 4m was
added upstream and slightly less than 1m,
downstream, to give the present width of c8m.
The remaining stonework is coursed rubble
sandstone. The location near to the abbey,
must have made this an important medieval
crossing point, but it seems that bridges were
wooden until the early-17th century, and that
must include the bridge marked on Saxton’s
1575 map. The first stone bridge was probably built in1635; presumably it now forms the central portion of the arch.
Thereafter, widening operations followed in 1756 and 1827. Access is fairly good with the views under the bridge
easily obtained.
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GL11. Todenham Packhorse Bridge which crosses the Knee Brook which feeds the River Stour, a left bank
tributary of the Warwickshire River Avon, just north of Todenham which is 4½km north-east of Moreton-in-theMarsh. It comprises two semi-circular arches, spanning c4m, which with a broad pier, give a bridge length of
10m; the northern arch is slightly distorted which makes it seem pointed in the photograph below. There are
single, dressed and chamfered arch rings. The substantial pier has a large triangular cutwater on the upstream
face which extends up to the paved trackway. There are no parapets, but unsightly railings have been installed.
The trackway is 1.8m wide, and Hinchcliffe seemed happy that the bridge was part of a packhorse route. The
fabric is largely coursed rubble becoming less ordered in the abutments. As always the age of a bridge of this
type is hard to estimate, but in spite of the chamfered arch rings, I place it in the 17/18 th century category, which
accords with its excellent condition. Access is fair around the bridge though there is quite a lot of foliage.
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GL12. Upper Slaughter Clapper Bridge
Upper Slaughter lies on the River Eye about a
mile upstream from its companion village,
Lower Slaughter. There are at least three small
footbridges of which one, shown alongside, is
assigned by the Listing to the 17th century.
There might be three grounds for such an
estimate; documentation which is not available
in this case, the degree of wear on the slab
surfaces, and the mode of construction of piers
and abutments. As can be seen in the next
photograph,

there

is

nothing

particularly

ancient- looking about the abutments and
especially the pier, but the slabs are very worn
indeed, so they could easily have been walked
on for more than three centuries; however I
think it best to place the bridge in the 17/18th century category.

The photograph below is of an arched footbridge, beside a ford, just downstream from the clapper bridge. The
Listing assigns it to the 19th century, though I suspect the arch on the left may be a century older.
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BR1. Wickham Bridge is on the west side of Bristol, in a glen close to the M32, and now carries a path over
the River Frome, a small right-bank tributary of the Bristol River Avon; it is 4.2m wide and was once a road
bridge. There are two near semi-circular arches spanning c2.7m, separated on the upstream (southern) face
which is shown, by a cutwater capped conically at the top of the parapet. To the east, there is a large buttress,
and then another smaller arch, also semi-circular, which can just be seen on the right of the photograph. The
fabric is sandstone rubble, but the single flush arch rings are dressed. There is no cutwater downstream, and
the appearance of this face is marred by a heavy pipe attached at parapet level. It is thought that there was a
medieval bridge here, but the present structure is assigned to the 17th century. Foliage greatly obscured the
bridge on my visit, so I have used a photograph taken in winter by a Mr. Davies. The bridge is easily accessed
from the west.
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Note on Survival Rates
In the information sheets, I make many references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a
surviving bridge is thought on the basis of other evidence to have been built in the 16 th century or earlier,
appearance on this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. There is more to
be gleaned from these extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 27 bridges in
Gloucestershire and Bristol on Saxton’s map. Of them, I estimate that only 1 still stands at least in part, and is thus
in the compendium, a 4% survival rate.
Otherwise, my compendium contains 2 standing bridges built before 1600 in Gloucestershire, which can be
compared with 1 of those still standing from Saxton’s 27, i.e. I identify 1 still standing, which did not appear on
Saxton’s map.
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