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R Waveney

Information sheets are provided for the bridges listed..
20 of the 41 pre-17th century bridges in this region are ‘moat bridges’, a greater proportion than elsewhere. There
are problems in identifying such bridges, as well as accessing them, so it is likely that the compendium does not
include all that are eligible. In that context, there is no information sheet for Attleborough Hall Moat Bridge, in
Norfolk, because I found no way of viewing it from outside the property to which, there is no public access, nor
have I found a photograph or any information beyond an estimate of a 16 th century build date, with later
repairs/modifications.
By the mid-14th century there were 5 bridges crossing the River Wensum in Norwich, but only one, Bishop Bridge
survives, and is in the compendium. Of the others, St. Miles Coslany Bridge was built of wood in the 12th century;
a stone bridge replaced it in the 16th century but was itself replaced by a cast iron structure in1804. St. George’s
or Blackfriars Bridge was built of wood in the 15th century, then rebuilt in stone in the 16th century, before being
replaced by a bridge designed by Sir John Soane in 1783. The first Fye Bridge was a wooden structure built in
the 12th century; a stone replacement was built in the 15th century, and had a few successors before the present
bridge was opened in 1933. Whitefriars Bridge also appeared first as a 12th century wooden structure, rebuilt in
stone in the 16th century but knocked down in the 1930s.
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NF1. Cringleford Bridge now carries a minor
road off the A11 over the River Yare on the
western outskirts of Norwich; it was built in 1520
and widened on both sides in 1780; it appears
on Saxton’s map of 1575. There are two 4centred arches of form typical of the initial
construction date, each spanning 6.6m, but the
visible fabric of ashlar limestone at both faces
is owed to the later date. The cutwaters on each
face are triangular, capped with a pyramid, and
the parapets, later additions, are slightly
splayed outwards and have terminal square
piers with pyramidal caps. The bridge has a
total length of 16m, and the width now is 4.8m.
The upper photograph shows that the original bridge of width, 3.3m, had smooth soffits of brick with dressed stone
edgings, and that they spring from stone imposts without embellishments. The original flush arch rings were
chamfered. The width extensions of 1780 add 0.75m at each face, and they are set back from the central arches
by 0.25m all round, so widening and raising the arches but retaining their shape. The whole is an elegant
structure, if anything enhanced by the widening operation, but unfortunately much obscured at one face by an
adjacent footbridge; access to river level to obtain the views shown was difficult.
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NF2. Eastgate Bridge

carries Littleport

Street, the A148, over the Gaywood River, just
east of the centre of Kings Lynn. It is a rather
ugly reinforced concrete structure, with three
arches set on square legs, and with concrete
beams carrying the road; it was erected in the
20th century. The arches are set high enough
to reveal the old bridge offset to the south
beneath it, as shown in the top photograph.
This is narrower, with two semi-circular river
arches, and the smaller segmental arch to the
west, which is almost buried; the latter is
shown in the middle photograph and has 3
heavily chamfered arch rings in front of 2
visible ribs. The view from the south of the
western river arch at the foot of the page is
taken from a local history website. There are
five chamfered ribs springing from vertical
brick imposts. A plaque nearby suggest that
it dates back to 1520, in agreement with the
Listing, but though there are features which suggest it might be a century older than that. The eastern river arch
apparently has two ribs, but I could not get sight of the soffits; in general I have found no way of estimating
dimensions of the medieval bridge. The first widening operation involved the addition of segmental brick arches,
perhaps in the 18th century, before the more drastic measures of the 20th century. The local authorities must place
little value on this bridge; the unsightly modern extensions cannot now be helped, but a pipe at the south face,
obstructing foliage, graffiti and general detritus could all be removed and access improved to allow a better view
of one of the oldest and most interesting bridges in Norfolk.
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NF3. Mayton Bridge is one of the more interesting bridges in Norfolk, although it only carries a back-road near
to Little Hautbois, north-west of Coltishall, and 12½km north of Norwich; it spans a drainage ditch rather than
the River Bure, which may have flowed under it, before shifting slightly southwards. Other suggestions are that
the ditch was an outflow from the moat at nearby Mayton Hall. Interesting it may be, but the banks beside the
bridge were inaccessible from the road and overgrown, so I have had to rely on photographs taken by others.
Jervoise points to a complete absence of documentation, but based on the 4-centred shape of its two arches,
suggests a date of c1500 for its construction; the dimensions of its thin ‘medieval-style’ bricks support this contention.
The spans are 3.8m and 2.7m, and arch rings are made from bricks mounted lengthwise along the arch radii,
and are chamfered. The total length is about 10m, and the width is 3.3m. There are small shelters mounted at
right angles to the upstream parapet; as far as can be seen the bridge has not been substantially modified since
built.
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NF4. Melford Bridge over the River Thet, a
tributary of the Little Ouse River, is on the
western outskirts of Thetford, beside the
A1066. The fabric is brick with ashlar
dressings as shown alongside. Also shown on
a pilaster between the two southern arches, is
a coat of arms for a Wodehouse family which
dates the bridge to 1697, according to the
listing, and 1665 according to Jervoise; I
prefer the later date on stylistic grounds.
There

are

three

semi-circular

arches

separated by pilasters, as shown in the
upstream view below, with that to the north
some distance from the others and lacking stone embellishment on its downstream face. The two central arches
each span 6.3m, and have single flush arch rings; the road width is 3.6m, presumably as originally built because
there is no evidence of widening to be seen in the upper photograph. The bridge is easily viewed all round, though
the proximity of the modern bridge immediately downstream does impose some constraint.
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NF5. Newton Flotman Bridge carried the
A140 between Norwich and Ipswich over the
River Tas, a tributary of the River Yare, but
has been bypassed. The original four arches
were built in the 15th century; three survive and
can be seen clearly from upstream, two of
them in the photograph alongside. They are
shallow 2-centred, stilted, ashlar structures
with chamfered arch rings, supported on 4
closely set chamfered ribs. The fourth, fourcentred, arch to the south-east (on the left in
the photograph below) was rebuilt with bricks in 1835, and a fifth brick-built arch to the north-west (just seen on
the right below) was added during the 20th century. The cutwaters are small and surmounted by pilasters, a curious
feature, presumably added later, given the age of the stone parts of the bridge, and the whole structure rests on
a plinth which has the effect of directing all the flow through the right hand arch, except perhaps when the river
runs high. The total length is 30m, with individual arches spanning up to 4.8m, and the width, originally 2.4m was
increased to 7.2m by a downstream extension during the 19 th century, so that the great majority of the structure
is now brick-built, though the slightly pointed arch shape was retained throughout. The parapets, also brick-built
but with stone coping, date to the 19th century.
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NF6. Norwich Bishop Bridge over the River Wensum gives access to the Cathedral precinct, and a bridge on
the site was first documented in the middle of the 13th century; it is marked on Saxton’s map of 1575. The present
structure of three segmental arches, with a total length of 21.5m, and individual arch spans between 4.5m and
7.5m, was built between 1337 and 1341. Originally each arch had five supporting ribs but only fragments remain
except under the middle arch where a couple are more complete, as shown in the upper photograph, taken from
downstream. Double arch rings are a mix of brick above, and chamfered stone but the main structure comprises
flint and stone rubble. The width between the parapets is 4.5m; decorated circular recesses corbelled out above
the cutwaters on each face at the western end are said to relate to turrets of an original gatehouse. It was taken
down in the 1790s because its weight was damaging the bridge. Other features are carved heads on the
underside of the eastern arch, a shield on the upstream face above the central arch, and a string course at
parapet level. Overall, the bridge is one of the more ornate surviving medieval bridges, and one of the finest in
East Anglia. Access is good. The lower photograph was taken from upstream (south).
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NF7. Potter Heigham Bridge carries what is
now an access road to the staithes over the
River Thurne, a tributary of the River Bure,
20km north-east of Norwich; the road was
once the main link between Great Yarmouth
and Cromer. The mainly ashlar structure dates
from the 1380s, though the central arch was
replaced in the 15th century, and the brick
parapets are a late-18th century addition. The
bridge is marked on the Saxton map of 1575.
The

central

arch

is

semi-circular

and

significantly higher than the triangular arches
on either side, which both apparently have 4
chamfered ribs. There are pointed cutwaters
between the arches below canted pilaster
buttresses. Outside the triangular arches are
heavy buttresses on roll and wave moulded
corbelling added in the 15th century. The
parapet is supported on 2 sloping buttresses
each side. The total length is approximately
17m, with the central span contributing 6.3m,
and the carriageway is 3.6m wide. The most
striking feature is the low clearance, officially
less than 2m under the central arch and piloting arrangements are in operation; perhaps water levels were once
such as to give the rather greater clearance shown in the painting above. Access is good from all sides.
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NF8. Rushford Bridge carries a minor road across the Little Ouse River, just south of the village of Rushford,
5km south-east of Thetford, linking the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk. When visited, the bridge was closed for
repair, and access was restricted. The bridge has a single pointed arch of span 3.6m, with triple arch rings of
stone, the lower two of which are chamfered and recessed, features which would usually point to a late medieval
build-date. The presence of brick soffits is compatible with such dating in Norfolk; the bricks are narrow, and
could be medieval. On the other hand the stone facing including the top arch ring, the flint-work, and the
decorative roundels, imply a modern make-over. The carriageway width is just over 4m, and the soffits betray
no sign of widening, at least downstream. Access is possible, but difficult downstream, from where the
photograph below was taken. Dating is difficult, and although the general form is late-medieval, the fabric
including the decorative work, would sit better with a later period. I will compromise on the 17th century, but
without great confidence.
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NF9. Walsingham Packhorse Bridge is to be found within Walsingham Abbey grounds, in the village of Little
Walsingham, 3½km north of Fakenham; it crosses the River Stiffkey. Viewed from upstream, as in the upper
photograph, the rough sandstone rubble fabric and configuration of the bridge could date it to the 17th century,
though keystones suggest a post-1700 date; the Listing’s suggestion of the 19th century is probably going too
far in that direction. I shall place it in the 17/18th century category. Certainly there would have been little point in
rebuilding the whole bridge with an apparently ancient upstream face, and a modern downstream face, and
soffits. The key dimensions include the length, 9.9m, with two central semi-circular arches spanning c1.9m, and
two outer segmental arches; the bridge has no parapets. The width is1.8m, though it may have been narrower
before any reconstruction. Once the admission fee to enter the abbey grounds has been paid, there is no
problem in viewing the bridge.
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NF10. West Dereham Abbey Bridge. The
bridge is adjacent to the pillars at the entrance
to stables, which are on a moated site once
occupied by West Dereham Abbey, and later
by a large house, neither of which has left
much trace, saving bumps and marks on the
ground. The bridge carried the entry road over
the feeder for the moat which linked it to the
many drainage ditches in the area. The site is
in the hamlet of West Dereham, 5km to the
south-east of Downham Market. The northern
face of the bridge seen alongside comprises
one segmental arch, with a single arch ring of
roughly shaped stones, and the rest of the
fabric is coursed rubble. However the masonry
is loose, almost crumbling in places. As can be
seen there are a series of parapet walls above
the arch, each further behind the face of the
arch, and higher, until the actual parapet is
reached. The same is seen in much tidier
fashion at the southern face, which generally
looks in far better condition, as shown in the
lower photograph. The bridge may at one time
have been extended at both faces, but later the
trackway has been narrowed by moving the
parapets inwards in steps; I struggle to think of
another example of this. It is thought that the
bridge was built to give access to the house
which succeeded the abbey and accordingly it
is dated to the end of the 17th century, when
that house was built. Access to the bridge is
fairly good, but vegetation greatly inhibits the
views, and it has not been possible to make
reasonable estimates of dimensions, or to
examine the soffits which may reveal the
answer to questions raised above.
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NF11. Wiveton Bridge crosses the River
Glaven to the east of the village from which it
takes its name, and is just to the south of the
better known Norfolk coastal village of Cley. It
is thought to have been built with two arches,
and probably a chapel, in the first half of the
14th century, and until the early 19th century
carried the main route along the North Norfolk
coast. The need for two arches, and indeed
another wooden bridge over a second branch
of the river diminished as land was reclaimed
to the north and the river became less tidal;
the wooden bridge was probably dismantled
in the 18th century, though it is less certain
when the second arch of Wiveton Bridge, was
removed. What is known is set out clearly in a referenced web site. The stone structure which remains is a classic
medieval bridge, albeit that it carries evidence of later repairs. The single pointed arch has double chamfered
arch rings in two orders, and rests on 5 chamfered ribs which are heavy, taking up much of the area of the soffits.
The span is 9.6m, and the carriageway is fractionally over 3.5m wide. The bridge built of ashlar and coursed
rubble has a pronounced peak and the string courses above the arch on each face rise to meet at a high point.
The abutments are wider than the arch, with a squinch in one of them, and the document referred to earlier indicates
that there may be evidence of the demolished structures in their current form. The bridge was easily accessed at
the upstream face.
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NF12. Wroxham Bridge carries the A1151
over the River Bure between the villages of
Wroxham, and Hoveton, which are 13km
north-east of Norwich. The bridge has a single
flat segmental arch spanning c8m, and the
fabric is largely brick, though faced with stone
upstream

(north-west)

and

downstream

(south-east). The present width is 5.2m
between white-painted metal rails which are
corbelled out on steel beams, so adding a
small amount to the width, no more than 0.2m
at each face. There is a clear divide in the
soffits across the width, between a black brick
structure

downstream

and

red

bricks

upstream; the assumption is that the latter
were part of the original bridge, but that the
former are of an extension. Perspective makes
estimation of the dimensions involved difficult,
but my best estimate is that the bridge was
originally 3.2m wide, and that the extension
added 1.6m, 50%. A date of 1619 is carved on
the single flush arch ring at one face, and the
suggestion is that this is the build-date, and
that the bridge was widened downstream in
the 18th century. The stone facing is thought to
have been saved and reattached. The upper
photograph is taken from upstream, so shows
the original face, with the change in the colour of the soffit brickwork fairly obvious; the lower photograph is of the
extension, and shows also the corbelling out of the metal rails in the top-left corner; both were taken by Mr. Andy
Moore. Comparing the two, there are differences in the arch rings, apparently doubled on the extension and with
a prominent keystone there. It is also interesting that the tie-bars are at different relative positions, but the sloping
string courses and brick parapets are similar on each face. I do think that an early 17th century bridge survives in
large part here, but there are some puzzles, not least why a bridge so restrictive of water-borne traffic has not
been replaced, pleased as I am about that.
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NF1M. Blickling Hall Bridge is in front of the
south entrance to the Jacobean Hall, a
National

Trust

property

north-west

of

Aylsham. As can be seen in the lowest
photograph it comprises 2 segmental arches,
each spanning c2.5m. The top photograph
shows, rather unconvincingly, the single flush
arch rings of large stone voussoirs which
sandwich brick soffits. The arches are topped
by low decorative stone parapets, with
pedestals at the outside and semi- circular
refuges, all shown in the middle photograph,
the latter rising from extensions to the very
broad pier. The paved walkway is 2.75m wide.
The moat is now dry and planted. A late
medieval building preceded the hall which was
built during the first quarter of the 17th century
for Sir Henry Hobart. There is every reason to
believe that the bridge which fits in very well
with the entrance was built then, and that it has
survived more or less unaltered, though
differences in detail between the arches are
puzzling.
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NF2M. Castle Rising Moat Bridge gives
entry from the east across a moat to the ruined
castle, now under the stewardship of English
Heritage, which is to be found a 6½km northeast of Kings Lynn.

It comprises one

segmental stilted arch, spanning c2.9m, and
built primarily of rubble though there are brick
patches. The high jambs of the bridge are of
dressed stone on both faces, while the double
chamfered arch rings in two orders are very
unusual
mortared

in

being

pieces

shaped
of

brick.

from
(The

heavily
upper

photograph shows the north face, the lower the south.) The arch is heavily buttressed at each end, and on each
face. The roadway is 3.7m wide and there is no evidence of widening. The parapets are low at the south face,
but higher to the north. The gatehouse to which the bridge leads was built in the early part of the 12th century, but
the guidebook suggests that the bridge dates from the 14th century, though it is silent on the subject of what might
have preceded it, though it may well have been a wooden drawbridge.
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NF3M. Hindringham Hall Moat Bridge gives
access from the south to the 16th century
manor house; it is just to the north of the
village with which it shares a name, east of the
Walsinghams,

and

4½km

north-east

of

Fakenham. The moat which it crosses, and
fishponds nearby, are thought to date from the
12th century, but the bridge is thought to have
been built in the 16th century albeit that there
may have been some alterations since. It is constructed entirely of red bricks of the narrow form typical of the
Tudor age and earlier, and comprises two segmental arches, each spanning c4.2m. There are flush brick arch
rings, and buttresses between and outside the arches. The bridge carries a road of width 3m, between parapets
with corbelled copings. Although the gardens in the property are open to the public in summer, I have not visited,
so rely on a photograph taken from the internet.
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NF4M. Hunstanton Hall Moat Bridge gives
access from the east to the gatehouse, which
was built in 1487 preceding the remainder of
the current building. It is likely that the bridge,
shown in the early 19th century print alongside,
was built then, though it may well have been
modified in the 17th century building campaign
that led to the hall taking mostly, its present
form. The bridge is attached to the gatehouse,
on its right in the print, and comprises a single
semi-circular stone arch, spanning c1.7m with
brick abutments and parapets, enclosing a
path of width c2.9m. The relative prominence
of the arch ring in the print is because it is of dressed stone. The building is private property so I have been unable
to view the bridge, nor have I found any modern photograph.
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NF5M. New Buckenham Castle Bridge
crosses the moat at a south-west entrance to
the earthworks enclosure of New Buckenham
Castle, which is a few kilometres south-west
of Norwich. Although I passed across the
bridge it was impossible to get a view of the
faces of the bridge; it was far more overgrown
than in the photograph alongside which I have
taken from the CastleUK.net website. My own
photograph below does little more than confirm
that there are no parapets; the trackway is
c3m wide. The Listing describes the bridge as
having a single arch made from ashlar stone,
flint and brick, and suggests that it dates from
the

13th century.

However,

the

upper

photograph suggests that the arch is 4-centred
which would imply a build-date around 1500.
Another source suggests it was rebuilt in the
18th century, which its plain appearance if not
its shape supports. For the moment, my best
guess is that its origins were in c1500, but that
there was indeed major rebuilding in the 18th
century.
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NF6M. Stanfield Hall Moat Bridge gives
access from the east to the said hall which is
in its own grounds just to the east of
Wymondham. Although the property has a
long history, and a moated Tudor mansion
was built in the 16th century, the building which
stands now dates to the very early years of
the 19th century, and is best known because a
man called Rush committed a double-murder
there a few decades later, and was hanged in
Norwich Castle. However, the bridge over the
moat is variously stated to be of the 16th or 17th
century, albeit with alterations since, I prefer
the earlier date. It is built from brick, with a
substantial amount of English bond; there are
2 semi-circular arches, each spanning c2.8m
with buttresses on either side and between,
and string courses above. There are double
arch rings, in 2 orders. The parapets enclose a
carriageway, 2.5m wide splaying outwards at
each end. The hall is private property, and I have not viewed the bridge, but obtained the photograph below of
what is a very impressive moat bridge from the Historic England website.
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Build Date
16th C
12th C
15th C
15th C
14th C
14th C
16th C
16th C
16th C
17th C
16th C
16th C
17th C
16th C

SF1.

Ash

Street

Bridge

carries

an

unclassified road across the River Brett, a
tributary of the River Stour; it is to the north of
Hadleigh, just east of the small village of
Semer. It has three pointed arches separated
by heavy piers carrying cutwaters, upstream
and downstream, and there are also heavy
buttresses to the abutments on each face. The
photograph alongside shows two broad
unchamfered ribs in the ashlar stone vault of
what was presumably the original part of the
bridge, together with the brick extension on
the downstream (east) face, which is of
different arch form to the original bridge. The
extension governs the appearance of what is much the more accessible face of the bridge now and it is wholly
brick with double flush arch rings, of which the lower are chamfered. The upstream face is difficult to view but
while not brick-free, the arches with chamfered arch rings are of stone. Jervoise gives the total length of the bridge
as 13.5m, and individual arch spans may be just over 3m, while he estimates the width as 3.3m, which I can now
confirm. Originally it must have been c2.5m wide. The Listing dates the bridge to the 18th century which may be
correct for the brick extension, but the original bridge has features implying an early 16 th century build date at the
latest. This is a very interesting bridge, but the poor upstream access makes full evaluation impossible.
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SF2. Bury St. Edmunds Abbot’s Bridge across the River Lark at the north-east corner of the abbey precinct
in the town, is a remarkable medieval structure, some of which dates back to the early 13th century, though there
are 14th century additions; it is marked on Saxton’s 1575 map. The fabric is flint and other stone in a fine rubble
structure, with freestone facings to arch rings. There are two parallel structures; at the outer boundary, 3 pointed
arches carry the precinct wall over the river, that at the centre being substantially higher than the outer two,
while inside a flat, segmental central arch, and two outer pointed arches carry a 1.5m wide footpath. The
downstream face of the wall bearing structure is decorated with hood moulds and double chamfered arch rings,
and there are breakwaters and flying buttresses between the arches with traces of supports for a plank bridge,
but the upstream face, at least of the central arch which can be seen above the inner bridge has a single
chamfered arch ring below an incomplete hood mould. The 3 inner arches, which once apparently carried
portcullises, each have a chamfered continuous stone arch ring, below a ring of longish narrow voussoirs. All 6
arches rest on chamfered ribs, two in most cases as far as can be seen. From the available viewpoints, it is not
clear how much the parallel bridges are structurally connected, if at all. The bridge(s) can be observed from a
number of directions, but such is the complexity that any observer will have unanswered questions, some of
which are unaddressed in any publication known to me. The upper photograph is a downstream view, the lower
taken from upstream, with the footbridge in the foreground.
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SF3. Cavenham Packhorse Bridge is beside a minor road which follows the route of the Icknield Way to the
south-east of the village of Cavenham. The bridge is roughly equidistant from Newmarket and Bury St. Edmunds
to the north-east of the former, and spans a very small tributary of the River Lark. The fabric is mainly brick, and
there is a double ring of rough voussoirs. The bridge spans 3m, and the apparent width of 2.25m would have
been reduced to 1.5m by parapets of which only vestiges remain. A paper by Watkins, which is referenced,
states confidently that the type of brick used fixes the build-date to the 15th century at latest, but that seems to
beg a question about possible storage times or even previous uses of the material, and the segmental arch
shape offers no extra backing. However, without other evidence that date is the best available. The bridge, once
found, is easily viewed from downstream, (a doubtful term, as there was no water flowing when I observed the
bridge, nor judging by the nettle growth is that an unusual occurrence).
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SF4. Moulton Bridge: The village of Moulton,
5km east of Newmarket is well known as the
location of one of the finest packhorse bridges
in England (next article), but there is a second
interesting

bridge,

also

of

packhorse

dimensions, in the west of the village. It
crosses the River Kennett, a tributary of the
River Lark, a short distance upstream from the
more famous structure. The bridge comprises
a single stilted segmental arch spanning 5m;
the fabric is mainly flint rubble but the single
flush chamfered arch rings are dressed, as are
the edges of the imposts, but there is a
significant amount of red brick in the structure.
In particular, as shown in the upstream view
alongside, there is a second strengthening
arch of mainly brick, interspersed with flint set
above the arch ring. (This feature is much less
noticeable on the downstream face, because
there, it is made largely of flint tiles.) The
parapets, possibly original, are capped with
tarred mortar coping, and enclose a trackway
1.1m wide which splays out at the ends. The
bridge is quite sharply peaked in profile. The
Listing implies that the bridge should be dated to the 15th century. Although omission of the term ‘packhorse’ from
its name distinguishes it from its downstream partner, it is likely that it served the same function. Access is
excellent around the bridge, which should be more widely known.
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SF5. Moulton Packhorse Bridge is in
Moulton, a village 5km west of Newmarket,
alongside a ford in a minor road, crossing the
River Kennett, a small tributary of the River
Lark, which in turn flows into the Great Ouse
River. The bridge comprises 4 pointed arches
with single brick arch rings flush to the faces,
separated

by

piers

carrying

triangular

cutwaters upstream and downstream which
taper to a point just above the levels of the arch
crowns. The soffits also are of brick, of various
ages since there is considerable repair work, while the spandrels and parapets are made of flint rubble. The bridge
has a pronounced crown and gives a particular impression of height when viewed from the adjacent roadway.
The arches each span 2.5m, adding with the piers to a total length of just less than 19m, while the width is 1.5m
between parapets 0.65m high. The notice beside the bridge quotes the 14 th or 15th century as the period in which
the bridge was built, and other authorities generally concur, though pointing to later repair work. Access is better
upstream, from where the photograph below was taken, than upstream, but as can be seen by comparing with
the photograph above, the two faces are close to identical.
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SF6. Toppesfield Bridge carries a minor road
across the River Brett, a tributary of the River
Stour, to the south-west of Hadleigh town
centre; its appearance is commended by
Jervoise, and it is an unusual structure with its
mix of stone rubble and red brick. It is
suggested that the oldest parts date to the 14th
century. The original west face, albeit much
patched, of one of the arches is shown in the
upper photograph; like the others, the arch is
pointed, and has 6 ribs, some stone, and some
brick, the latter chamfered. There is a poorlydefined upper brick arch ring, and below it two
narrow dressed stone arch rings in two orders. The photograph below shows that another of the three arches has
less brick visible in the soffits, suggesting that it is patching rather than decoration. Each arch spans just over 3m,
and with the heavy piers of breadth 2m, the total bridge length is 14.5m. The original width of the bridge was 3.3m,
but in 1750 it was almost doubled in width, to 6.3m, essentially by building a second bridge, also with 3 pointed
arches, upstream of it. Some features were retained, but unfortunately differences in arch rings and cutwaters,
and even the details of the parapets, leave the addition looking like a careless copy. Major strengthening was
carried out in 1974, but the large reinforced concrete slab, which now supports the bridge, is hidden within the
structure. Access is good around the bridge which though pleasant enough in its setting, does not quite live up to
expectations.
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SFM1. Boxted Hall Moat Bridge leads to the entrance to a 16th century Tudor mansion, with 14th century
elements, which is c8km north-east of Clare in Suffolk. The bridge is built largely of brick, though the parapets
have stone copings, and the arch rings have stone elements. There are 4 arches, each spanning c1.2m,
separated by piers of similar breadth. The arches are Gothic, but of variable form, and the arch rings also vary,
with double flush types, as well as double arch rings in 2 orders. The bridge is 3m wide. Though the moat almost
certainly pre-dates the Tudor mansion, the bridge should I think be classed as 16 th century rather than earlier,
with some later alterations exampled by the parapets, and possibly the detail of the arches.
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SF2M. Crows Hall Moat Bridge gives access
over a moat, from the west to Crows Hall, a 16th
century mansion, which was greatly reduced
in size in the 19th century, and now serves as
a wedding venue; it is 2km east of Debenham.
The bridge was probably built in c1580, with 4
arches of 3-centred form. The fabric seems to
be a mixture of stone and brick, and there are
pilasters which most probably were a later
addition. Each arch spans 3.1m, except that
the one nearest the house has been
truncated, and the total bridge length is c17m.
The bridge width is 2.7m. I have not visited this
bridge which is on private property.
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SF3M. Earl Soham Lodge Bridge crosses a wet moat which still surrounds a lodge house to the north of the
village of Earl Soham, which is c6 km east of Debenham. The brick bridge comprises 2 segmental arches of
span c3.8m, each with double arch rings in two orders. A horizontal string course runs above the crown of the
arches, and there are pilasters on each side of them, and part of one between them. The bridge is c4m wide.
The Listing assigns the bridge to the 16th century, but speaks of later rebuilding which must include the pilasters
referred to above. The bridge is on private land, and after circumnavigating the boundary, I can confirm that it
is not visible from the outside (though the causeway to the north-east which is the other access to the lodge can
be seen). However the lodge has recently been for sale and I have used the photograph of the bridge included
in the sale literature, in lieu of my own photograph.
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SF4M. Fasbourn Hall Bridge crosses a wet moat in the garden of the small hall, now a Bed & Breakfast
establishment, 5½km south-west of Stowmarket. It is built of brick and comprises two irregular semi- circular
arches, each spanning c2m. On the visible face, to the south-east the pier carries a small cutwater, though a
patch in the brickwork suggests that this was once higher. There are single arch rings, essentially unchamfered,
though there has been a half-hearted attempt to chamfer some of the voussoirs near the crown of the arch. The
brick parapets, above a horizontal string course, are c1m high and enclose a road c3m wide which was
presumably once the main access to the property. The Listing assigns the bridge to the 17th century, which is
probably correct, though the cutwaters and capping to the parapets are more recent. Although on private
property, albeit with a public function, the bridge is easily visible from the nearby road.
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SF5M. Framlingham Castle Bridge gives entry from the
south over a deep dry moat into the gatehouse of the castle. It
comprises a single segmental arch, perhaps spanning c1.5m,
on high stilts, shown in the photograph on the lower left; (there
is similarity to the moat bridge at Castle Rising in Norfolk). It is
rubble-built, but with brick patching and parapets which were
probably an addition. There are single flush arch rings. The
soffits, shown alongside, present a curious picture; there is
great variation in the grading of the stone, but in a random
way; there are two peculiar concrete ribs which are
presumably a relatively modern addition for strengthening
purposes, though, a third is of stone and looks original.
Unfortunately I did not obtain a full view of them, from the
pathway in the moat. A cross-beam may be a strengthening
measure but it certainly adds nothing aesthetically. The
roadway carried by the bridge is 4m wide. It is thought that the
bridge was built in the early 16th century to replace a
drawbridge. A second bridge was built in the early 16th
century, called Howard’s Bridge east of the castle to give
access over the moat to gardens. Only its piers remain, shown
in the photograph on the lower right, as viewed from the castle
walls.
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SF6M. Kentwell Hall Moat Bridges give
access, one from the south, the other from the
west, to the mansion built in the first half of the
16th century in an estate to the north of the
village of Long Melford. The bridges are also
said to date from the 16th century. The upper
photograph shows one of three segmental,
perhaps better termed elliptical, arches of the
west bridge, each spans c2.4m, below a
horizontal string course. The bridges are
entirely built of narrow, red bricks, including
soffits and copings, and the single flush arch
rings are made of bricks arranged radially. The
west bridge is 2.5m wide; the shorter south
bridge is just less than 3m wide. The lower
photograph shows the two bridges, the moat
and the hall; the west bridge is to the left, the
south bridge to the right. Although the site is
open to the public, I have not been able to visit
the bridges.
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SF7M. Little Haugh Hall Bridge carries the
entrance drive to Little Haugh Hall over the
River Black Bourn, to the north-east of Bury St
Edmonds. The Listing dates it to the late 16th or
early 17th century, though the early 18th century
is quoted elsewhere. There are no features that
would fix the later date, so having removed it
from the compendium, I shall restore it as a 17th
century bridge. The fabric is of narrow red
bricks, with some recent renewal; there are 2
segmental slightly stilted arches, with single
flush, chamfered arch rings. I have no dimensional measurements though a width of c3.5m is a reasonable guess.
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SF8M. Westhorpe Hall Bridge leads to the moated island on which the present Westhorpe Hall stands; it is an
old people’s home north of Stowmarket. The bridge fabric is brick, and it comprises three low 4-centred arches
spanning c3.2m each. There are double chamfered arch rings in two orders. The width is c3m, and now there
are no parapets, though they were a feature of the built bridge, carrying pillars crowned with figures. The Hall
was built by Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, who married Mary, the sister of King Henry VIII without the
monarch’s approval, and rather surprisingly survived. This dates it to the early 16th century, and it is the only
built survival from that time on the site. Access may be permissible given that a right of way sign points through
the entrance, but I am not sure if I was trespassing when I took the photograph of a noteworthy if somewhat
dilapidated bridge. Given the age and back-story of the monument, the restorative action, which is needed,
should certainly be taken.
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Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.
ES1
ES2
ES3
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ES2M
ES3M
ES4M
ES5M

BRIDGE
Buttsbury Bridge
Coggeshall Long Bridge
Waltham Abbey Stony Bridge
Hedingham Castle Br.
Panfield Hall Bridge
Pleshey Castle Bridge
Takeley Warish Hall Bridge
Tolleshunt D’Arcy Hall Br.

OS Location
TQ 665 991
TL 849 224
TL 381 007
TL 788 359
TL 671 396
TL 665 144
TL 568 221
TL 928 116
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Build Date
1600
13th C
14th C
c1496
16th C
c1400
17th C
1585

ES1. Buttsbury Bridge carries a minor road
between Ingatestone and Billericay across the
River Wid, a feeder for the River Chelmer. It
comprises 2 arches which are probably 4centred, and span c4m; they are separated by
a pier carrying stepped and tapered cutwaters
upstream and downstream. The fabric is
entirely of bricks laid as English Bond, with
single flush arch rings. The width is c2.8m, as
when the bridge was built. It is thought that it
dates from c1600, but the upper parts
including the parapets have been rebuilt fairly
recently, albeit that a considerable effort has
been made to match the original fabric. The bridge is quite accessible, though the banks are somewhat
overgrown. The photograph, taken from downstream, was unfortunately somewhat compromised by a low sun
position, and there was no suitable substitute on the internet.
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ES2. Coggeshall Long Bridge crosses the
River Blackwater carrying the B1024 between
Coggeshall and Kelvedon. The original bridge
was built in the 13th century, using red bricks
manufactured in the nearby Coggeshall Abbey
precinct.

Brick-making

practiced

by

the

Romans had been a lost skill for almost a
millennium, and Coggeshall Bridge is one of
the

earliest

substantial

medieval

brick

structures, and may well be the oldest such
bridge

in

the

country.

The west

face

(upstream) has 3 slightly pointed arches of
13th century brickwork, with the central one
higher and of greater span, at c3m, than the outer two; the length is in total 11.7m. Unfortunately, this aspect has
been terribly compromised by the ill-considered addition of a very heavy iron H-beam which rests on the two brick
cutwaters, and supports a modern parapet. In the early 20 th century, the bridge was almost doubled in width to
the east (downstream) by adding a parallel structure, comprising 3 near semi-circular arches, with triple flush arch
rings, all of brick, saving concrete buttresses between them. The alterations increased the width to 6.9m from
c3.5m, as can be seen from the view of the soffits above. Both modern parapets are provided with plaques which
date the alterations to 1912 and even name those responsible, who have nothing of which to be proud. The
widening to the east was a reasonable if not very attractive response to traffic needs, but the alterations to the
west are a scandal, given the provenance of the bridge. Viewing from the west is easy, though the east, modern
face is less accessible.
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ES3. Waltham Abbey Stony Bridge spans
Cornmill Stream, which may be a man-made
waterway, feeding into the

River Lea, a

northern Thames tributary; the bridge was built
to connect the Abbey Grange (otherwise the
home farm) of the pre- reformation monastery,
to other parts of the complex. It lies north of the
church in the abbey grounds, just south of the
B194 from which it is visible. The bridge is also
known as ‘Harold’s Bridge’, named for the King
thought to have been buried in the Abbey,
although old as it is, it was probably built three
centuries after his death. It comprises a single
shallow

segmental

arch

springing

from

relatively high imposts, with a span of
fractionally over 5.5m, and carrying a track of
width 5.1m, which dimension speaks to a need
to accommodate the frequent passage of carts. As can be seen in the photograph above there are presently two
chamfered ribs, but Huggins in a (referenced) paper dealing with an excavation in 1968, refers to three, and states
that there were originally five. The single flush arch rings are made from rough voussoirs. The fabric is Kentish
rag-stone, and mainly irregular rubble, but the imposts are ashlar and the ribs dressed. There is some brick
patching. There look to be vestigial parapets and the bridge is slightly skew to the stream. It has been dated to the
14th century. Access is good though the bridge is enclosed by fencing. Huggins excavated the remains of another
14th century bridge, a short distance to the west; details are in the aforementioned paper. There is also a bridge
associated with the surviving 14th century abbey gatehouse, but it has most likely been rebuilt.
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ES1M. Hedingham Castle Bridge gives access to the keep built for the de Vere family in the first half of the
12th century. The castle complex is in the village of Castle Hedingham, 10km south-west of Sudbury. The bridge
was built for the 13th Earl of Oxford in c1496, and replaced an earlier gatehouse and bridge which spanned the
dry ditch between the outer and inner baileys. Built of red brick, it comprises four 4-centred arches, each with
chamfered double arch rings in two orders. There are cutwaters at the south faces of the piers (not shown),
while pilasters were added later at the north faces. The centre pier is pierced east to west, i.e., along the length
of the bridge, by a small four centred arch. At some point, the outer, east and west arches were blocked up at
the south face. The total length of the bridge is 21m, and the individual arches span c3.8m, and are of height
6m. There is no evidence of widening so what was obviously a ceremonial entrance was built c4.5m wide.
Access is easy if admission is obtained to the castle, at least to view the north face of the bridge, the south face
was not viewed. I have seen few if any more impressive brick bridges in this age range.
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ES2M. Panfield Hall Moat Bridge, also
known as Latchley’s Manor Bridge is just
south west of Steeple Bumpstead and east of
Saffron Walden. It gives access from the
south, across a wide moat to the L-shaped hall
built in the 16th century. As can be seen in the
photograph taken from the west, and obtained
from the British History website, the brick-built
bridge has two slightly pointed arches, each
spanning c2m, with single flush arch rings.
The width of the carriageway is c3.1m. It is
thought that the bridge also dates from the 16th
century. The bridge is on private land so I have
been unable to visit it.
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ES3M. Pleshey Castle Bridge crosses the
moat separating the motte from the bailey in
the impressive surviving earthworks of the
castle in question. Pleshey is a village 9.5km
north-west of Chelmsford. The bridge location
is best shown in the aerial photograph
alongside, near the centre of the frame. The
other bridge in view, on the right, is modern
and was my viewpoint for the middle
photograph; there a locked gate prevented
further

advance,

though

access

can

apparently be gained by prior request to the
trustees for the estate. As to the bridge, it is
dated to c1400, and excavations have shown
that, unsurprisingly given that the castle dates
to the 12th century, it had a wooden
predecessor which rested on stone abutments
and had a retractable section. The fabric is
entirely brick, and as can clearly be seen in the
lowest photograph, the shape of the single
arch is 2-centred, giving it a pronounced point.
The span is c5.6m, there are buttresses
shaped like small cutwaters, and there are
single unchamfered arch rings. The track
across the bridge is c3m wide, and the
parapets are low. The moat is presently dry.
The top and bottom photographs were
obtained from the internet.
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ES4M. Takeley Warish Hall Moat Bridge,
gives access from the north, to a hall on the site
of a 13th century priory, just to the north of the
village of Takeley and immediately east of
Stanstead Airport. The bridge fabric is red
brick; there is a single low segmental arch of
span c1.5m, and with single flush arch rings.
The bridge carriageway is c3.3m wide, with
parapets which are probably a modern
addition. Although there are 13th century
survivals in the house, there have been many
alterations since then, and the bridge is
thought to date from the 17th century. There are two other moat bridges of more recent vintage. The photograph,
obtained from the internet, was taken from the north- east; I have not been able to visit this site.
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ES5M. Tolleshunt D’Arcy Hall Bridge gives access over a water-filled moat to a hall in the village of Tolleshunt
D’Arcy, which is north of the estuary of the River Blackwater, and 9km north-east of Maldon. It is a fine structure
comprising 4 brick built semi-circular arches, each with single, flush chamfered arch rings, and spanning c2m.
The unusual and attractive parapets are built up in alternating layers of stone and red brick, and they enclose a
road which is 2.6m wide. The bridge is thought to have been built in 1585, and is in good repair. It should be
stressed that the bridge is on private land, but it can be seen from outside the property, though an observer may
choose to stray a little to gain a better view, especially if permission is gained.
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Note on Survival Rates
In the information sheets, I make many references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a
surviving bridge is thought on the basis of other evidence to have been built in the 16 th century or earlier,
appearance on this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. There is more to
be gleaned from these extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 22 bridges in
Norfolk on Saxton’s map. Of them, it is my judgement that 3 still stand, at least in part, and are thus in my
compendium, a 14% survival rate. For Suffolk, the corresponding numbers are 30 bridges standing in c1600, of
which only 1 still stands, a 3% survival rate. For Essex, the corresponding numbers are 36 bridges standing in
c1600, with only 2 still standing, a 6% survival rate. The last 2 numbers are towards the low extreme of the envelope
containing similar estimates which I have made for other areas of the country. The relatively low survival rates are
a warning against drawing firm conclusions from examination of the bridges which survive, as together they are
no more than a good sized sample.
Otherwise, I have identified 7 standing bridges built before 1600 in Norfolk, (excluding moat bridges) which can be
compared with 3 of those still standing from Saxton’s 22. So, 4 of my pre-1600 bridges were not included by Saxton
and no doubt there are others in the category, which have since disappeared. I am not willing to try to quantify the
number but it is reasonable to conclude that there were more than 30 bridges in Norfolk towards the end of the
16th century. In Suffolk, there are only 6 pre-1600 bridges in my compendium (excluding moat bridges) only 1 of
which was marked by Saxton; the other 5 are mainly small, including the 2 Moulton packhorse bridges. In Essex,
there are only 2 pre-1600 bridges in my compendium, (again excluding moat bridges), the only survivals are
bridges marked by Saxton. Given the low survival rate in this county for the more substantial bridges, normally
identified by Saxton, it is no surprise that no smaller pre-1600 bridges appear to have survived in Essex, but it is
very likely that there were some.
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