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Northamptonshire

North

NR1
NR12
NR8

Corby

NR2
NR9
R Ise

NR6

R Welland

NR11

Kettering

NR4
Wellingborough

Northampton
R Nene

NR3
NR5

R Tove

Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

NR1

Blatherwycke Br.

SP 972 957

17/18th C

NR2

Braybrooke Bridge

SP 765 845

c1400

NR3

Charwelton PH Br.

SP 535 561

14th C

NR4

Ditchford Bridge

SP 930 683

1330

NR5

Everdon Bridge

SP 600 574

15th C

NR6

Geddington Bridge

SP 894 829

c1250

NR7

Irthlingborough Br.

SP 957 706

14th C

NR8

Oundle Bridges

TL 045 889

16th C?

NR9

Rushton Cockayne Br.

SP 836 827

1641

NR10

Thorpe Waterville Br.

TL 023 813

14th C?

NR11

Thrapston Bridge

SP 991 786

13/14th C?

NR12

Wansford Bridge

TL 075 991

16th C
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NR7

NR10

Information sheets are provided for all the bridges listed.
Jervoise noted 2 additional Northamptonshire bridges crossing the River Ise, around 5½km south-east of Market
Harborough. Both Arthingworth Bridge, and Newbottle Bridge were considered by him as possibly of the 17 th
century. He describes the former, located at Grid Point SP 753 812, as having 2 near-semi-circular arches, and
an original width of c1.5m., and states that it was widened in brick to 5.4m; I can confirm that the parapets are of
brick, but the bridge carriageway is nearer 5m in width. Unfortunately, I have no other information, nor do I have a
useful photograph. The situation is similar for Newbottle Bridge, 3km downstream, at Grid Point SP 812 785; it has
a single arch, but has also been widened, perhaps to a similar extent, and white railings enclose the carriageway.
Probably, both should be formally entered in the compendium, but unless or until I can acquire more information,
there is little point in doing so, but I record them here.
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NR1. Blatherwycke Bridge carries an unclassified road east into the hamlet of Blatherwycke, across the end
of an ornamental lake created from the Willow Brook, a tributary of the River Nene; the nearest substantial
population centre is Corby, 30km to the south-west. The bridge comprises three semi-circular arches, with single
flush arch rings carrying prominent keystones. There are large cutwaters rising to refuges on the upstream face
on each side of the central arch which spans c3.6m. The fabric is coursed, squared limestone rubble, but with
dressed stone voussoirs, and other dressed blocks scattered over the structure. There are no cutwaters
downstream, but otherwise this face is similar. A decorated band extends horizontally across each face at the
base of the parapets, and below it on one cutwater is carved the date 1656. This is a puzzle because the bridge
with its prominent keystones looks significantly less old than that, even although the arch shapes and heavy piers
suggest an earlier origin. The carriageway is c6.5m wide but there is no access to the riverbank, so the soffits
cannot be inspected for widening. The conjecture might be that a narrower bridge with cutwaters at each face,
built in 1656, has been widened downstream, while the upstream face was given a makeover in a refurbishment
of 1726. Of course, the bridge may simply have been rebuilt then and there were later refurbishments in 1826
and 1915; I have placed it in the 17/18th century category, which covers the likeliest explanations. It is easy
enough to view the bridge from the roadside, especially the upstream face shown below.
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NR2. Braybrooke Bridge is in a village with which it shares its name, 4km south-east of Market Harborough,
and carries an unclassified road called Desborough Road over the River Jordan, a small tributary of the River
Welland. The east face of the bridge is shown in the photograph below, and there are two visible pointed arches
with single, flush chamfered arch rings; the arches differ markedly in shape. The fabric is coursed, squared,
ironstone rubble with dressed limestone voussoirs and points to the large cutwaters; the latter now terminate in
platforms at roadway level, and almost certainly provided refuges at one time. The parapets made of coursed
rubble are a later construct, as indicated by their untidy relationship to the top of the left-hand cutwater. The
presence of the right-hand cutwater suggests a third arch, and it does apparently exist, contrary to the
description given by the Listing. The bridge is dated by the usual sources to the turn of the 15th century, when it
was built by the agency of the Latimer family, who occupied the now almost vanished Braybrooke Castle. It is
likely that the bridge has been widened, to the present c5m, but I was unable to get any view of the west face,
or the soffits which might have confirmed this; indeed the photograph I present is not my own because I could
not get good access to the east face either. Resolution will have to wait until someone, literally shines a light
under the vaults of the bridge, though there is just a hint of a discontinuity below the right hand arch in the
photograph.
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NR3. Charwelton Packhorse Bridge is immediately beside the A361 in the village of Charwelton, 8km southwest of Daventry, and crosses the River Cherwell which is only a small stream there. Indeed the proximity of the
road is unfortunate, as the upstream face of the bridge is partly obscured by the roadway. The bridge is 1.4m
wide with low parapets, 0.3m high, and a length of around 6m, with each arch contributing 2.1m. The fabric is
coursed ironstone, with dressed, lightly chamfered voussoirs. The two pointed arches are separated by a broad
pier with a triangular cutwater on the upstream face, which is carried up to the parapets where there is a small
recess. No-one disputes that the bridge is medieval, but dates between the 13th to the 15th century, are variously
quoted without real authority, so I can do no better than arbitrarily select the middle of the range, i.e., the 14 th
century. Access is obviously good, but to the masking by the road upstream, can be added the restriction on
viewing from downstream imposed by nearby bushes.
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NR4. Ditchford Bridge carries an unclassified road leading north from the A45 over the River Nene, to the east
of Wellingborough and north-west of Rushden. It comprises a river bridge with 6 arches, approach causeways
on each bank with 3 arches, and a more modern bridge over a navigation cut, parallel to the river; the
configuration is described in some detail in a paper produced by McKeague. The river arches are semi-circular
and have double chamfered arch rings in two orders, but the vaults are un-ribbed; the fabric is a mix of coursed
and random rubble with some ashlar and brick patching. The overall impression is attractive in spite of damage
and patching, because of the mix of dark ironstone and pale limestone. The piers are very broad; the maximum
individual arch span is c4m, while the largest piers are c5m wide, adding up to a bridge length of 45m. Each
pier carries large triangular cutwaters, upstream and downstream, and they rise to provide refuges. The
carriageway is 4.8m wide, greater than usual for a bridge of its age; it has not been widened. There are stone
parapets, probably not original and iron railings on the approach causeways. The river bridge and some parts
of the causeway most probably date to the 14th century, but there has been extensive refurbishment up to the
20th century; the navigation bridge was added in the 18th century. It is surprising that this bridge is not marked
on Saxton’s 1575 map or later 17th century map, but I have little doubt that it was there in those periods. The
bridge is quite difficult to find, but once there, access to the river bank is possible, though lush vegetation limits
the view, which is why I have used the upper photograph taken in the1920s as well as my own, below.
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NR5. Everdon Bridge crosses a small tributary of the Nene, named Fawsley Water, to the east of the village
of Everdon, 5km south east of Daventry. There are two pointed arches, each of span 2.5m which with a broad
pier give a total length of 7.2m, and the roadway is slightly less than 3.5m wide. The upper part of the bridge
seems to have been substantially rebuilt, perhaps in the 19th century, and this gives it a relatively modern
appearance, belied when the arches are viewed; the photograph of the upstream face, below, shows a
chamfered rib in each vault and there are 3 according to Jervoise. The flush arch ring on the right hand arch,
though unchamfered looks contemporary with the rib beside it, whereas that to the left relates more to the rest
of the structure; there is a string course above the former. Looking over the parapets at the other (downstream)
face, the pattern was similar, and it seems unlikely that the bridge has been widened. The fabric is coursed
rubble. As can be seen there is a cutwater rising to a refuge on the upstream face, but downstream there is only
a strengthening buttress. Jervoise is of the view that the bridge is medieval in origin, and I would suggest the
15th century, but as already made clear, a large amount of rebuilding has taken place. The Listing’s description
as a packhorse bridge, and dating to the 17/18th century both seem wrong. Access is almost non-existent around
the bridge, and I obtained the photograph from the web.
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NR6. Geddington Bridge carries an unclassified road into the centre of the village with which it shares its name,
crossing the River Ise, a tributary of the River Nene, beside a ford. Geddington is between Kettering and Corby.
The bridge comprises four river arches, three of which are pointed, and one, the second from the south end,
stilted segmental. The latter may have been rebuilt in 1784, but the bridge is credibly dated to 1250, although
there have been many repairs; the two northern arches are nearest to as-built, at least on the western face. On
this upstream, west, face the heavy piers extend to three large triangular cutwaters, rising to provide refuges;
the two northernmost carry string courses which extend across and above the arch between them. The
downstream aspect (lower photograph) shows no cutwaters and leaves the impression that it may have been
largely rebuilt, though there is no evidence of widening. Jervoise gives the dimension for the length as just over
26m, which means individual arch spans and pier widths of c3.5m, and I measured the roadway as 2.8m wide.
The fabric is mainly coursed, roughly squared, limestone rubble, with some coloration, but the voussoirs are
dressed, and there are some brick repairs. On the south side of the bridge the top of a fifth blocked flood arch
can be seen on the downstream face. Access is good. The bridge impresses, viewed as a whole but repairs
have not been sympathetic, and it is difficult to estimate how much of the artefact, other than its general
configuration, is really more than 750 years old, with doubt cast by the simplicity of the arches. In that context it
is not marked on Saxton’s 1575 map, but I would need more than that to discount the other evidence of its
antiquity.
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NR7. Irthlingborough Bridge was probably
built in the 14th century and until relatively
recently it carried the A6 across the River
Nene. The modern bypass bridge was opened
in 1986. The medieval structure comprises ten
pointed arches, most with two chamfered arch
rings in two orders, and resting on three
chamfered ribs, and it is marked on Saxton’s
map of 1575. There were five cutwaters rising
to refuges at the down-stream face and three
further cutwaters at the southern end tapering
off below the parapet. One of the cutwaters
bears the date 1668 denoting probably a
repair. Part of this aspect of the bridge is
shown in the top photograph, with the bypass
behind. Upstream, an extension was built to
increase the width from 3m to 4.8m, as shown
in

the

photograph

alongside.

The

methodology was to add segmental brick
arches supported by the old cutwaters.
Although 1754 is quoted in some sources as
the date of this major alteration, Jervoise may
be correct with his dating of 1922 when other
repairs including the rebuilding of the parapets
were also carried out. The refuges at road level were of course subsumed. Unfortunately the bridge can only be
viewed easily from upstream, but at least the original arches, which are mainly pointed, and of spans between
3m and 4.2m can be seen behind and below the more recent additions, separated by very broad piers. The
original fabric was squared coursed limestone, part banded with ironstone, limestone ashlar and brick.
Causeways pierced by 4 and 5 arches were attached to each end. As indicated, the upstream face is easily
viewed from the bypass as below, but downstream, the marshy nature of the ground makes for difficulties.
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NR8. Oundle Bridges cross the River Nene
to the north and south of the town, and both
are recorded in the 13th century, by Leland in
the 16th century, and on Saxton’s map of 1575.
However both have been rebuilt in more recent
times, leaving a question as to how much old
fabric survives. Considering first the South
Bridge over the River Nene, which here
divides into three branches; the fabric is
coursed rubble limestone and it has 7 arches
of which 3 at the northern end are semicircular, and of smaller span; they have
double arch rings in 2 orders on one face at
least. The other arches are stilted segmental, and the single flush arch rings are of dressed stone but with
keystones, two adjacent arches of the different forms are viewed from the west in the photograph. There are
triangular cutwaters, mostly capped conically below the parapets, though two on the west (upstream) face, rise
to provide refuges. The carriageway is 5.6m wide, but it is my suspicion that the segmental arch has been
widened to the east, (upstream). The Listing states that the bridge was rebuilt in the 18th century; my suspicions
are that the widening happened then, and the other arches date to then. I doubt if this means that the west faces
of the smaller arches date to the 13th century, but they could date to the 16th or 17th century, and certainly before
the 18th century.
I have less to say about the North Bridge,
which

was

rebuilt

in

1571,

but

then

reconstructed at intervals up to the early 20th
century. It has 13 near-semi-circular arches, 6
over the river, and the others flood arches,
and is 11m wide. The soffits shown in the
lower photograph are interesting, with stone
and brick arches co- existing, implying that the
bridge was widened rather than rebuilt. There
was a pronounced difference between the
forms of these arches. I do not know if the
stone arches date to the 16th century, but it
seems quite likely.
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NR9. Rushton Cockayne Bridge crosses the
River Ise in the Rushton Hall estate, 5km
north-west of Kettering. It is thought that the
bridge dates to 1641 and carried the
carriageway giving access to the hall. It
became redundant in the 1820s when the line
of that road was shifted to the east, and has
decayed, although there have been some
efforts to refurbish it since then. The bridge
comprises 2 deep segmental arches, each spanning c7m, and separated by a pier of breadth 3m, which carries
a cutwater at the upstream face. The fabric is coursed ironstone rubble, and there are single flush arch rings.
Most of these features can be seen in the photograph, taken from upstream, though much of the bridge is
obscured by vegetation. The bridge is 4m wide, and there is no sign of widening in the smooth soffits. I have
visited the National Trust Triangular Lodge on the estate, but not the bridge, and owe most of the information
presented here to Bowsher’s book on Northamptonshire bridges.
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NR10. Thorpe Waterville Bridge carries the
A605 over a small tributary of the River Nene
called variously Thorpe Brook and Titchmarsh
Brook after the two villages between which it
flows. They are c7km south of Oundle. Only
one face can be viewed, and that at an angle,
because it runs skewed beneath the road.
According to the Listing there is a 14th century
bridge sandwiched between semi-circular 18th
century arches, but nothing can be seen of it
from the upstream bank from which the upper
photograph was taken. The medieval bridge
was described as having 5 ribs, but I could see
nothing of them in 2 visits, even wielding a
torch, nor find any illustration on the internet.
However, a recently acquired book ‘The
Historic
authored

Bridges

of

Northamptonshire’,

by J. Bowsher, contains the

marvelous
reproduced,

photograph
and

which

which

I

confirms

have
the

description in the Listing. The medieval bridge
looks to be slightly stilted segmental in shape,
with 5 chamfered ribs, separated by coursed
rubble stonework. The same source gives the
width as 4.8m. The bridge in the background
is of a dismantled railway line. A dating of the
14th century is early, but entirely possible given
the lower photograph.
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NR11. Thrapston Nine Arches Bridge over
the River Nene connects the villages of
Thrapston and Islip, c10km south-west of
Oundle. There is documentary evidence for a
bridge on the site dating back to the 13th and
14th centuries; it is mentioned by Leland as an
8-arch bridge in the 16th century, and marked
on Saxton’s map of 1575. The fabric is
squared coursed limestone and limestone
ashlar, partly restored with blue brickwork.
Viewed from the west (upstream) where it is
accessible, the 4 arches to the left (north) are
medieval, built 2-centred and with double chamfered arch rings, but widened, perhaps by at least 2m, in the 18th
century with segmental outer arches embedded in the cutwaters. Some of the detail is shown in the photograph
above. The 5 arches to the centre and right probably date from the 18th century, and are semi-circular, with a
plain string course above the 4 arches to the right. All the arches have orange brick dressings, and the two to the
far right have panels of blue brickwork between them. There are 4 cutwaters, rising to refuges, between the
central arches on this face. The parapet is plain with chamfered ashlar coping. The medieval bridge was severely
damaged by floods in 1795, and it seems reasonable to speculate that some arches had to be rebuilt. I was
unable to view the bridge from downstream, but viewing the one relevant photograph I have found on the internet,
it appears that the northern arches were widened on that face in the same way as on the other, though perhaps
by rather less. Apparently, there were 24 arches in the 17th century but most of these were flood arches in the
approach causeways. The roadway is now 7m wide, so it seems likely that it was originally c3m.
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NR12. Wansford Bridge has carried the A6118 across the River Nene, since a bypass slightly to its east was
built in 1929, for the Great North Road (A1). The bridge has 12 arches, the southern two river arches are the
newest, dating from 1795 when they were rebuilt following damage from ice. The northern of those two has a
wide elliptical, segmental arch, and so is different from all the other narrower arches which are close to semicircular. Moving northwards, there are three arches dating from 1672, then the remainder have their origins in a
1577 rebuilding, after storm damage 6 years earlier; in this context it is interesting that the bridge is shown on
Saxton’s map of 1575, when it may not have been passable. The 10 northern arches all act as flood water arches,
normally crossing a meadow. They vary in size somewhat, starting quite small at the north end, but have a span
of c7m nearest the river; all have refuges to the west, with the three arches from 1672 also having two refuges to
the east; triangular cutwaters rise to the refuges in question. All but the newest arches carry some decoration
with some having triple arch rings in three orders and there is a string course above. The total length is c90m, and
the carriageway width is 4.3m., except on the newer river arches where it is much wider. The fabric is ashlar
limestone blocks. The smaller sizes of the older arches suggest that there were probably more arches in total
when the bridge was first built. The first stone bridge here dates to the 13th century, but none of that structure is
thought to have survived. The photographs below were both taken from the west, the only accessible face,
looking at the north (upper photograph) and south ends of the bridge.
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Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire

BE1M

BE5
BE7

BE2

Bedford

BE8

BE4
BE6

BE3
R Great Ouse

BU1
R Great
Ouse

Biggleswade

BEDS

Milton
Keynes

BE1

BU2

BUCKS

Luton

North
Aylesbury

High
Wycombe

Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

BE1

Arlesey Bridge

TL 190 378

15th C

BE2

Blunham Bridge

TL 156 519

17th C

BE3

Bromham Bridge

TL 011 507

15th C?

BE4

Great Barford Bridge

TL 135 516

15th C

BE5

Harrold Bridge

SP 956 565

12/15th C

BE6

Sutton PH Bridge

TL 221 474

14th C

BE7

Turvey Bridge

SP 938 524

14/15th C

BE8

Tymsill Bridge

SP 999 503

15th C

BE1M
BU1

Bletsoe Castle Br
Leckhampstead Br.

TL 025 584
SP 738 355

16th C
16th C?

BU2

Thornborough Br.

SP 729 332

14th C
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Bedford Great Bridge was probably built
in c1230, succeeding a timber bridge
which is documented in the 12th century.
A bridge chapel existed in 1331, but was
converted to the prison in the gatehouse
shown to the left on the print. The bridge
had 7 segmental arches, with broad piers
carrying

buttresses

shown,

and

downstream,

probably

as

cutwaters

upstream. The arches are shown with
single flush arch rings, and with 3 ribs.
The bridge was 100m long, so the larger
arches may have approached 10m in
span, and the width was 4.1m. The 2
gatehouses were demolished in 1765, to improve vehicular passage, but this did not save the bridge which was
pulled down in 1811, and replaced by a new bridge which opened in 1813. Nothing survives of Bedford Great
Bridge so it does not appear in the compendium proper.
St. Neots was an important crossing point on the River Great Ouse, but the first stone bridge was probably
completed in 1617, then broken in part during the Civil War. It was pulled down in 1963.
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BE1. Arlesey Bridge crosses the River Hiz, a
tributary of the River Ivel, which in turn feeds
the River Great Ouse, in a hamlet called
Church End, 7½km south of Biggleswade; it is
now overshadowed by a 1960s flyover
carrying the A507. The

original bridge

comprised 2 pointed arches, each spanning
2.6m, and separated by a pier of breadth,
1.4m which carried triangular cut-waters
upstream and downstream. The roadway was
3.7m wide. The fabric was coursed sandstone
rubble but brick repairs have been carried out,
and the single flush arch rings are now entirely
of brick. The information presented is taken from the monograph, Bridges of Bedfordshire, written by Simco and
McKeague, and they estimate the build-date to be early 15th century, which I go along with though the bridge
does not appear on Saxton’s 1575 map. Date-stones for 1683 and 1711 refer to repairs, but in 1851 the bridge
was widened by 0.7m by the addition of a downstream section with a single segmental arch, shown above. There
were subsequent further widenings, achieved by laying girders between extended concrete abutments, but they
have since been removed. The upper brickwork and parapets are an unfortunate recent addition. I was only able
to obtain a photograph from downstream, the 1851 face, so have used a photograph of the medieval upstream
face taken by a Mr. Dace.
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BE2. Blunham Bridge actually comprises two
bridges in line which span branches of the
River Ivel just before it flows into the River
Great Ouse. The Blunham Bridges are on a
minor road near a village of the same name,
8km east of Bedford; the westernmost bridge
is of most interest here, as it was dated by
Jervoise to the 17th century. The fabric is
coursed ironstone and limestone, with later
work in red brick. There are 5 arches which
are semi-circular, and have lightly chamfered
arch rings of roughly shaped voussoirs, clearly
seen in the upstream photograph above. There are 4 cutwaters upstream, but none downstream. The parapets
have been rebuilt in red vitrified brick and some stone coping. The carriageway is 3.9m wide, but there is evidence
of widening downstream, by perhaps 0.75m, from the patterning of the soffits, and the smoother finish to this face
of the bridge. The largest arch, to the right (west) in the downstream photograph below, spans 3.3m. Both arches
and piers become markedly narrower to the left. Access is easy downstream, but difficult upstream.
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BE3. Bromham Bridge is a long causeway,
incorporating a river bridge with four semicircular arches, which was from the 13th
century onwards the link between two villages
on the north-western outskirts of Bedford,
namely Bromham and Biddenham. A bridge is
marked here on Saxton’s 1575 map. The
likeliest medieval survival, perhaps 15th
century, is the upstream portion of the river
bridge, shown in the upper photograph,
though even here differences in arch sizes,
with the largest spanning c7m, and the
meagre decoration suggest extensive and
regular major repairs. Nonetheless, there is
similarity between the upper photograph and
the painting below it which dates to just before
a major reconstruction in the 1820s; both are
taken from a Bedford Borough Council
website, and the other key source is the
publication by Simco and McKeague. There is
no ribbing, but smooth dressed limestone
soffits which supported a carriageway 3.4m
th

wide until the early 19 century when the width was increased by downstream extension to 5m. At the same time
the narrower causeways leading to the bridge were increased in width from 1.6m to 5m (The difference in width
until then is explained by the fact that there was alternative access near the bridge for carts too wide for the
causeway). Three cutwaters rise to large refuges at the upstream face of the river bridge, and there are two smaller
ones at the downstream face, but shallow refuges are found on both faces to the east of the river on the causeway.
The bridge is difficult to view from upstream, other than by looking over the parapet, or from private land, and it
is almost entirely obscured from sight on the public trails downstream, by a wilderness of scrub and marsh.
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BE4. Great Barford Bridge was built with the
aid of a legacy supplied in 1420, and although
it now only connects two villages, carrying a
minor road across the River Great Ouse, it
was once part of an important route to the east
from Bedford, 7½km to the west. Originally
there were 8 arches, built of sandstone,
relieved by a moulded limestone string
course. These arches may all originally have
been semi-circular, but two at least were rebuilt in the 15/16th centuries, one is pointed and the other four-centred;
the bridge is marked on Saxton’s 1575 map. Two major additions to the length of the bridge have been made,
first a set of 5 flood arches to the south-east and a single new semi-circular arch to the north-west were built in
c1700, and later in the 18th century, presumably to accommodate a northwards shift of the river, a new semicircular arch was added to the north-west. Finally, slightly later, two more flood arches were added to the southeast, bringing the total number to 17, and the length to 140m. This is the bridge as seen from downstream in the
photograph below, save for the brick parapets. The fabric is coursed rubble, and there are flush roughly shaped
voussoirs arrayed in a mix of single and double arch rings. The arch spans are in the order of 5m, separated by
piers of variable but substantial breadth, some of which rest on plinths. In 1818, the width of the carriageway was
increased on the upstream face from 3.7m to 4.9m, with the extension supported on timber beams resting on the
piers. This structure was deemed unsafe in 1874, and the timbers were replaced with brick-built pointed arches,
decorated flamboyantly as shown in the upper photograph. The brick parapets here date from the same period.
The widening operations left only small upstream cutwaters which rise to small refuges. Sadly, the mechanical
strength was inadequate, and although the bridge is now lightly used, resort to pinning has been necessary, as
can be seen. There is easy access to view both sides of the bridge, and no problem with car- parking; whatever
one thinks of the appearance of the modifications, the bridge is interesting.
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BE5. Harrold Bridge comprises a river bridge
of 6 arches which is 65m long, approached on
the south side by a causeway with 9 flood
arches which extends another 75m, and an
even longer raised pedestrian walkway on 20
arches extending for 200m. It carries a minor
road north into the village of Harrold, which is
12km

north-west

of

Bedford.

There

is

documentary evidence of a bridge dating from
the middle of the 12th century, but none of the
fabric of the river bridge, now visible may date
from much before 1500; the bridge is marked
on Saxton’s 1575 map. However widening of the flood arches has concealed arches of semi-circular form which
may date back to the 12th century, otherwise there are pointed arches along the causeways. Focusing on the river
bridge, five of the six arches are semi-circular and built of limestone rubble, with little decoration saving a string
course. However, the other, the second from the southern end, is totally different, being larger and slightly pointed,
with double arch rings, at least on the visible eastern face, and made from distinctive ironstone; it may span
c4.5m. Simco and McKeague consider the small arch to the south (shown above and to the left, on the photograph
below) of the pointed arch to contain the oldest material, dating back to the 12th century. The river arches are of
variable width between 3.15 and 4m, and the structure looks more like a continuation of the causeway than a
conventional bridge. The bridge, which is shown below, can be viewed only from downstream, and the overall
impression is that it has been subject to considerable rebuilding, affecting especially the piers and parapets.
There is no visible evidence of widening in the photograph above, or that of the whole river bridge below.
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BE6. Sutton Packhorse Bridge stands
beside a ford on a minor road in the village of
Sutton just to the north-east of Biggleswade. It
crosses a small tributary of the River Ivel
which itself flows into the River Great Ouse.
Although normally described as a packhorse
bridge, it is not thought to have performed that
function, but rather gave access to a medieval
hall. The two pointed arches are each of span
3m, separated by a pier of width 1.4m carrying
a large cutwater upstream which rises to a
refuge, as shown in the upper photograph.
The bridge is 1.8m wide between parapets,
0.7m high. The fabric is dressed, coursed sandstone, and there are double flush arch rings. String courses below
the parapets cut the upper arch rings on each face, which rather suggests that the upper part of the structure
was added later. The bridge is thought to date from the mid-13th century, and is in astonishingly good condition.
Access is excellent and it is viewed from downstream in the photograph below.
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BE7. Turvey Bridge is typical of bridges crossing the Great Ouse, (and the Nene) because it has to traverse a
wide, wet flood plain. It is really a masonry causeway, just over 200m long supported on 11 arches, of a variety
of shapes (pointed, semi-circular, and segmented), and sizes (3 to 6m in span). The river is split by an island
here, so the arches are split into groups of 4 to the west and 7. The first reference to a bridge is in a charter
dated 1132, but nothing of that age remains visible; the oldest arches probably date to the 14 th or 15th century.
The bridge is marked on Saxton’s map of 1575. The haphazard forms of the arches may speak for difficulties in
finding secure footings for the piers, but probably stems also from multiple rebuilds. The bridge carries a major
road, the A428, so was widened from 4.25 to 10m in 1930, at the downstream face using mainly reinforced
concrete. The photograph shows the upstream face of the eastern group of arches, which still has a medieval
aspect, and can be viewed from relatively dry land, though, from the more accessible vantage points, the view
is obstructed by bushes and trees to a considerable extent. The reconstructed downstream face can only be
seen from the river. From upstream, typical medieval features like five triangular cutwaters, carried upwards to
give refuges at carriageway level, the decorative string course, and of course the pointed arches can be seen,
two of the latter on the extreme left of the photograph, have double arch rings, in two orders whereas the other
arches have single flush arch rings. Most of the arches span c3.7m, though the segmental arch to the right of
the photograph, spans c11m and is surely a relatively modern addition.
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BE8. Tymsill Bridge carries Stagsden Road over an
unnamed small tributary of the River Great Ouse in Bromham
on the western outskirts of Bedford. The bridge as it appears
now is a modern concrete affair, almost 10m wide, but
contained within it, is a medieval stone bridge, visible only,
with difficulty, from the riverbank level from where the
photograph of the upstream (south) face presented below was
taken. Simco and McKeague in their monograph, Bridges of
Bedfordshire, make the history of the bridge clear, starting
from a build date in the 15th century, and its development is
shown in the figure alongside. The original bridge had a single
segmental arch spanning 2.9m, and of width only 2.3m; the
fabric was rubble. It was then widened in stages, by 1.1m
upstream, then by 1.2m, again upstream, then by 1.2m,
downstream, and finally on both faces by a total of 4.2m.
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BE1M. Bletsoe Castle Moat Bridge is in
private grounds, 9km north-west of Bedford.
Although a castle stood there from the early
14th century, and may have left traces, the
present building on the site is a mansion built
on a moated platform in the 16th century,
though it has been substantially modified
since. The authorities agree that the bridge,
shown in the early 18th century print,
alongside, taken from a Bedford Council
website, dates from the 16th century, and its
configuration with 2 pointed arches supports
that. It was built from limestone rubble and
has single flush arch rings, with string courses
above the arches. I visited the site, in the
expectation that I might be able to see
something of the bridge from outside the
property, but was disappointed. and I have
found no recent photograph on the internet,
though there are many of the remaining part
of the mansion. However, the Google view
confirms the continuing existence of the
bridge, and suggests that its width is 3m. The
overall length of the bridge is 14m, which
taken with the print suggests that the arches
might span c3.5m.
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BU1. Leckhampstead Bridge crosses the
River Great Ouse roughly midway between
Leckhampstead and Thornborough on the
unclassified road linking them; it is a few miles
west of Buckingham. It comprises four stilted,
sharply pointed arches, mostly made of red
brick. The downstream view alongside shows
cutwaters on this face. The wooden railings
are fixed to thick concrete slabs supported by
a corbelled- out concrete beam which rests on
the upper layers of the brickwork. On the
upstream face there are two large cutwaters,
capped below the roadway, and the two
arches to the south are decorated with
multiple recessed arch rings. By a rather
convoluted process, I estimate the span of the
central arches to be c5.5m, and the width
between the slabs carrying the railings as
c3.5m. As to the age of the bridge, the Listing states that the visible brick fabric dates from the 18 th century, but
that an older bridge was ‘encased’, so explaining the form including the shape of the arches, some evidence for
this is provided by the apparent discontinuities in the soffits which can be seen in the lower photograph. On this
basis, I will let form take precedence over fabric, and assign it to the 16th century. Access is quite good, but a
near-fully front-on view is lacking
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BU2. Thornborough Bridge crosses an
upstream right-bank tributary of the River
Great Ouse, Padbury Brook, 3km east of the
town of Buckingham, and is thought to date
from the 14th century. It is perhaps a surprising
omission from Saxton’s map of 1575. There are 6
low pointed arches, each of which spans c3m.
The outer two (1 and 6) are apart from the
others and may have been built later as flood
arches. The central two (3 and 4) have highly decorated arch rings, best described as rolled and recessed below
hoodmoulds, but doubled in a second order in one case; there are also false flush arch rings above the hood
moulds, and these arches rest on four chamfered ribs. The intermediate arches (2 and 5) have single chamfered
arch rings below hoodmoulds but no ribs; such differences introduce the possibility of rebuilds. The total length is
close to 40m, and the carriageway width is 3.3m. The original fabric was coursed rubble and dressed stone, but
blue brick and cement repairs have been made to the broad piers, and lower soffits of some arches. There are
three cutwaters on the south (upstream) face carried up to form refuges, and between the two western arches
on the north face is a large rectangular buttress, which also extends upwards to a refuge, and is shown in the old
photograph above. My upstream view below shows arch- rings, ribs, and brick repairs. The bridge has been
bypassed so that it now sits in a ‘picnic area come lay-by’ off the A421, and parking and all-round viewing are
easy.
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CA1. Alconbury Bridge carries a minor road over the Alconbury Brook, a tributary of the River Great Ouse, in
the village of Alconbury Weston which is about 5km north-west of Huntingdon. The bridge is thought to have
been built in the 15th century, though it has been much repaired since, and does not appear on Saxton’s 1575
map. The fabric is coursed limestone rubble and ashlar, though the parapets and repair-work are brick. There
are 4 pointed arches spanning up to 3m; viewed from downstream as in the upper photograph, the two to the
left which are unrepaired have double arch rings in two orders, the lower one chamfered; the other two have
double rings of brick below a shallow hood mould. The upstream picture in the lower photograph shows similar
variations, though there seems to have been a cleaning operation on this face. The cutwaters, upstream and
downstream, are cut off below the parapets but crowned with small buttresses. The roadway is c2.8m wide, and
has not been widened. Access is good though vegetation obstructs the view.
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CA2. Clare College Bridge, dating to 1640, is the oldest surviving bridge in Cambridge, and one of the earliest
in England of classical design; it was probably the first stone bridge built there. The bridge fabric is mostly
limestone ashlar blocks, though some of the stone is Barnack, recycled from an earlier construction. It spans
the River Cam in three segmental arches of 6.3m span, carrying a pathway from Queens Road (the A1134).
The bridge is 22.5m long and 4.2m wide between parapets, which consist of fine balustrades with large ball
finials on top. There are low cutwaters upstream which taper to pilasters rising to the parapets. The bridge was
refurbished and strengthened in the late 1960s. There are many features normally seen only on bridges built
later, like the prominent keystones on the arch rings, and the pilasters, more prominent even on the downstream
face than on the upstream face, shown below. The way in which the stonework fans out radially from the single
arch rings is an unusual feature. Access depends unsurprisingly on whether the college is open to visitors; on
two visits, I was compelled to observe it from a distance, when it was crowded with students, so I have used one
of many photographs on the web.
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CA3. Hamerton Bridge is a hybrid bridge crossing the Alconbury Brook on a minor road at the village of the
same name which is about 13km north-west of Huntingdon. Jervoise describes it accurately as two ancient piers
carrying a modern timber deck but had no other information. The Victoria County History supplies this comment;
‘ the footbridge over the Alconbury Brook, beside which is a ford, was repaired in the reign of Edward VI by the
churchwardens, who defrayed the cost by the sale of a cope of blue velvet sold for 30s’. Probably the re-used
14th century material identified in the stonework of the bridge formed a part of the repairs of this date.’ Thus the
piers which allow channels of width, c3.3m, can be dated back to the 16th century at least, though certainly
repaired and altered since then. The actual roadway which replaces whatever constituted the upper part of a
footbridge is relatively modern, though very narrow at 2.5m. The road through the ford shown in the older picture
below has now vanished, while my own photograph shows that the bridge is little changed since the 19th century,
albeit that it is very overgrown.
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CA4. Huntingdon Bridge is ashlar built and
once carried the Great North Road over the
River Great Ouse, linking Godmanchester, to
the south-east, and Huntingdon; there have
probably been bridges here since 900. The
carriageway is wide enough to allow 2-way
traffic, but the large refuges above the
cutwaters

were

not

deemed

sufficient

protection for pedestrians, so a

rather

unsightly footbridge was built in 1966, too close
to the upstream face. The length is 72m, with
6 arches with spans up to 9.9m, none ribbed.
The 1st arch, nearest to Huntingdon, is
smaller, spanning 6m, and was narrower than
the others, but the vault splays outwards to
achieve the same carriageway width, 5.1m; it
is thought to date from around 1300, and can
be seen on the left, in the top photograph. The
2nd and 3rd arches, built in the late 14th century,
are also pointed, but shallow and their western
parapets are carried by ornate trefoil brackets
as shown in the middle photograph. The 4th arch was known to have been broken down by Parliamentary forces
in 1645 and replaced by a drawbridge, so must have been rebuilt thereafter. The 5 th arch is similar in shape to
the others, but the 6th is segmental; all 3 of the southern arches, (nos. 4, 5, and 6) nearest Godmanchester, have
dwarf cutwaters attached to truncated refuges. All the arches have triple arch rings built in three orders. The
bridge carried a chapel dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury in the 14 th century. As with St. Ives, there are
pierced causeways at the southern approach to the bridge, but they have been buried. The photograph below
shows all but the 1st arch from downstream. Access is generally good to view the downstream face, except for
that arch, and the bridge can be viewed ‘close to’ from the walkway at the upstream face.
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CA5. Huntingdon Nun’s Bridge is alongside
the B1514 which now bypasses it, on the
western outskirts of Huntingdon and crosses
the Alconbury Brook, a tributary of the River
Great Ouse. There is some disagreement as
to how many arches the bridge now has with
Jervoise settling for 6, while English Heritage
suggest 7, but there seems to be no dispute
about the fact that only three of them are
survivors of the original masonry bridge
constructed probably in the 15th century,
though it is not marked on Saxton’s map of
1575. The two pointed and one segmental,
arches are shown to the right in the
photograph

below,

and

have

double

chamfered arch rings in two orders as befits
their age. The larger segmental arch spans
c5m, the smaller pointed ones, c3m. Enough
of the fourth arch, to the west can be seen to
show that it is brick-built, as are the other
newer arches, and all the parapets, with the attached pilasters. The bridge was widened upstream from 3.3m to
6.6m with all the additions also being of brick. The best view of the medieval part-face, downstream, is obtained
from the bypassing road, but such is the density of the vegetation especially upstream that it was impossible to
get a full picture of the bridge configuration, and the old postcard is not a great improvement.
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CA6. Lolham Bridges are parts of a
causeway now carrying a minor road south
from West Deeping in Lincolnshire, and
incorporating bridges across a number of cuts
into which the River Welland divides. The
route has a long history dating back to Roman
times as a branch of Ermine Street. Access is
very difficult; the road which narrows at each
bridge is busy, so stopping safely is almost
impossible, and there is a steep drop from the
roadway into the boggy fields alongside. The
causeway incorporates five bridges, and 13
arches in all, with spans of up to 4.8m, some
of which at least, date to the 17th century. The
southern-most bridge of ashlar has 4 semicircular arches with single chamfered arch
rings; there are 3 cutwaters with refuges on the
upstream (west) side, and a parapet with
saddle-back

coping.

Moving

north,

the

second bridge, viewed from downstream in the top photograph (both were obtained from the internet) is similar,
but has 3 semi-circular arches, with unchamfered arch rings, and buttresses with set-offs between the arches on
the east side. The cutwater on the west side has one inscription and date 1642 and another dated 1916 referring
to a repair. The third bridge, spanning the Maxey Cut, is also similar, having 3 semi-circular arches with
unchamfered arch rings, though the centre arch has a keystone, and is buttressed on the east side, so may date
to the 18th century. The fourth bridge is similar in form, but there is only 1 semi-circular arch, buttressed on the
east side. The northernmost (fifth) bridge has 2 semi-circular arches with chamfered arch rings, one cutwater on
the west side, and buttresses on the east side. It is shown in the lower photograph taken from upstream, the
west. An interesting set of bridges, it is unfortunate that they are so difficult to view.
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CA7. Spaldwick Bridge is on the west side of
a village of the same name which lies just off
the

A14,

approximately

13km

west

of

Huntingdon. It crosses the Ellington Brook
which drains by way of the Alconbury Brook
into the River Great Ouse. The bridge, built
originally of limestone rubble, comprises three
pointed arches, each with double chamfered
arch rings, the central one having them in two
orders. This larger central arch rests on three
chamfered ribs. Indeed the design of this arch
is sufficiently different to cast some doubt as
to whether all three arches were built at
exactly the same time. However, the bridge
can, at least in part, be realistically assigned
to the 15th century. The photograph alongside,
taken from downstream, also shows the
transition corresponding to the widening on
the upstream face; the increase was from
3.3m to 7.2m. The parapets are of brick, and there is a considerable amount of additional repair-work using that
material. It is possible with some difficulty to view the downstream ‘medieval’ face, but the other modern face was
inaccessible to me, though for completeness I show a photograph below.
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CA8. St. Ives Bridge in the small town of that name, 7½km east of Huntingdon, replaced a wooden structure,
and was completed in the early 15th century and appears on Saxton’s 1575 map; the road it carried until recently,
the A1096, now crosses the River Great Ouse on a new bridge downstream. The fabric is coursed rubble and
ashlar oolitic limestone quarried at Barnack, nearby. The bridge is one of four in England on which there is a
central chapel, dedicated in this case to St. Leger in 1426. After the Reformation it was converted to a house
with 2 storeys before in 1736 the upper one was demolished because its weight was causing structural damage.
The upper photograph was taken from upstream, the lower from downstream. Four original arches, to the north
(on the left hand side of the upper photograph) are pointed, and each is supported by 5 chamfered ribs; they
vary in size, spanning between 3.9m and 9m, and in their arch-ring embellishments. The two segmental arches to
the south, best seen on the left in the downstream view, date to 1716, when the present parapets were also
constructed; the piers associated with these arches are broader than the older ones, suggesting that they were
retained in some degree. During the Civil War, the two southern arches had been destroyed by Parliamentarians
and replaced by a draw-bridge. There are substantial triangular cutwaters on each face, and they rise to
carriageway level to provide refuges. Otherwise, the bridge has a string course on each face, but is a relatively
plain structure. The carriageway width is 3.9m, and the bridge has never been widened. There is an approach
causeway comprising 55 arches across flood meadows to the south. Access is excellent all around the bridge.
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CA9. Wistow Bridge is at the east end of the
village of Wistow in Cambridgeshire, 4km south
of Ramsey, and it crosses a small tributary of
the River Nene known variously as Bury Brook
and High Lode. The bridge has three semicircular arches each spanning 3.2m, giving a
bridge length of 11.7m; the original fabric was
coursed rubble. However, the photograph
alongside, apart from confirming that there are
single flush arch rings, shows that the soffits of
the central arch were largely rebuilt in brick,
though the other arches retain stonework there.
There have been two widening operations on
this face, one in stone which more or less preserved the arch shape, and the recent one in concrete, where the
shallow arches are supported on concrete angles embedded in the cutwaters. The other face presents a different
aspect because concrete cutwaters and pier extensions have been added and they support the shallow arch addition
in the normal way; it is unlikely that widening on this face took place before the 20th century. There are wooden rails
but no parapets at each face. The original bridge is dated by the Listing to the 16th century, though the design
furnishes little backing evidence, save that in the lower photograph, there are faint signs of 4-centred arches.
Jervoise talks of a width of 4.5m, after concrete extensions had been added but it is now 6.5m wide, so he could
be referring to the bridge widened on one side only perhaps from an initial 3m. Access is good but vegetation limits
the views obtainable. Unfortunately, this is an example of unsympathetic, piece-meal modification which has
largely destroyed an old bridge as a spectacle. The photograph below is an early 20 th century view of a more
attractive bridge prior to the addition of the concrete extensions.
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CA1M. Haslingfield Manor Moat Bridge is in
the centre of the village of Haslingfield, 7km
south-east of Cambridge. The manor house
began life as an H-shaped Tudor Mansion in
the 16th century, built by a family called Wendy.
The bridge of 3 semi-circular arches is
attributed by authorities to the late 17th century.
The fabric is of red brick, mainly English bond,
with limestone copings to the parapets,
probably a later addition; they sweep outwards
at the house end of the bridge. The arches
have single flush arch rings in a square frame, but perhaps the most striking features are the large protruding
keystones, which make the 17th century dating dubious, though not absolutely impossible, so I shall qualify it to
17/18th century. If the moat is 9m wide, that would imply that the central arch spanned c2.5m, while the width of
the bridge is c3m. I have not visited this bridge on a private site, nor have I found a modern photograph; the one
presented is taken from the British History website.
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Note on Survival Rates.
In the information sheets, I make many references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a
surviving bridge is thought on the basis of other evidence to have been built in the 16th century or earlier,
appearance on this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. There is more to
be gleaned from these extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 17 bridges in
Northamptonshire, on Saxton’s map. Of them, it is my judgement that only 4 still stand, at least in part, and are
thus in my compendium, a 24% survival rate. For Bedfordshire, the corresponding numbers are 8 bridges standing
in 1575, of which 4 may survive, a 50% survival rate; for Buckinghamshire, 12 bridges stood in 1575, but none
survive, 0%, while in Cambridgeshire 14 stood in 1575 of which 2 survive, a 14% survival rate. A similar wide range
of numbers apply for other areas of the country, but there is no obvious pattern. The relatively low survival rates
are a warning against drawing firm conclusions from examination of the bridges which survive, as together they
are no more than a good sized sample.
Otherwise, I have identified 10 standing bridges built before 1600 in Northamptonshire, (excluding a moat bridge),
which can be compared with 4 of those still standing from Saxton’s 17. So, 6 bridges, some small and off the
beaten track, were not included by Saxton and no doubt there are others in the category, which have since
disappeared. I am not willing to try to quantify the number but it is sufficient to say that there were probably more
than 25 bridges in Northamptonshire towards the end of the 16th century. In Bedfordshire, I have included 7 pre1600 bridges in my compendium, and 4 are on Saxton’s map. In Buckinghamshire, there are 2 pre-1600 bridges
in my compendium, though neither is on Saxton’s map, one surprisingly. In Cambridgeshire, I have included 7 pre1600 bridges, and 2 are on Saxton’s map. There is some kind of pattern here, in that the early mapmakers clearly
focussed on important routes and sizeable rivers, thus missing smaller bridges on byways and tracks, but there
are a few surprises omissions of bridges, which could I think have been seen by them.
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