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No.

Bridge

OS Location

Date

L1

Abbey Mill Bridge

NT 533 745

16th C

L2

Addiston Mains Old Br.

NT 160 698

17th C

L3

Brunstane Bridge

NT 314 725

17/18th C

L4

Carrington Mill Bridge

NT 318 595

17th C

L5

Castle Gogar Bridge

NT 167 729

1672?

L6

Cramond Old Bridge

NT 180 755

15th C

L7

Dalhousie Castle Br.

NT 319 639

17th C

2

No.

Bridge

OS Location

Date

L8

East Linton Bridge

NT 592 771

16th C

L9

Maidens Bridge

NT 337 666

15th C

L10

Musselburgh Old Br.

NT 341 725

16th C

L11

Newbattle Bridge

NT 331 657

16th C

L12

Nungate Bridge

NT 519 738

16th C

L13

Oldhamstocks Br.

NT 747 703

17/18th C

L14

Pencaitland Bridge

NT 442 690

1510

L15

Woodhall Dene Br.

NT 679 728

17/18th C

L1M

Rosslyn Castle Br.

NT 275 628

15th C

B1

Dunglass Old Bridge

NT 773 723

17th C

B2

Innerleithen Old Bridge

NT 333 371

c1700

B3

Jedburgh Canongate Bridge NT 653 210

16th C

B4

Melrose Abbey Bridges

NT 548 342

15th C

B5

Old Lintmill Bridge

NT 622 249

15th C

B6

Old Manor Bridge

NT 232 393

c1700

B7

Peebles Tweed Bridge

NT 250 403

15th C

B8

Stow Packhorse Bridge

NT 459 446

1655

B1M Dryburgh Abbey Bridge

NT 593 316

15th C

Information sheets are provided for all bridges listed.
I know of 3 old bridges in the area which survive only as partial ruins of abutments, so are excluded from the
compendium, on grounds that the forms of the bridges cannot be deduced from the evidence available; in each
case photographs of the visible remains and evidence derived from maps is available in Mr. Simpson’s ‘Scotland’s
Oldest Bridges’ website. Here I simply list the bridges with locations and likely build-dates.
Old Cow Bridge (16th century), NT 254 648
Auchendinny Bridge (16th century), NT 230 626
Roslin Glen Bridge (17th century), NT 270 635
There are no ‘qualifying’ bridges in West Lothian, so that county is not shown on the map.
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L1. Abbey Mill Bridge carries a minor road
across the River Tyne just to the east of
Haddington. It is an early 16th century structure
with 3 stilted, pointed arches each spanning
c10m, of total length 39.5m, and carrying a
roadway whose width is 4.8m, greater than most
bridges of its vintage, but seemingly un-widened.
A panel over the south arch records, with an
indecipherable date that the bridge was repaired;
the incised date '1870' on the west coping
probably records a later repair. Only the
southernmost of the three arches now spans the
river. There are triangular cutwaters differently capped upstream and downstream; the voussoirs forming double
arch rings in two orders are chamfered and made of dressed sandstone while the rest of the masonry is coursed
rubble, picked out with whitened mortar. The string course with castellations below must date from one of the
documented repair campaigns. One apparent curiosity is that there are five prominent ribs under the central span,
but only two outer ribs are visible below each of the others. The bridge has an abundance of medieval features like
the arch rings, the Gothic arch shape and the ribs but is in excellent repair. Access is very good around the bridge.
I would suggest that there are few finer-looking old bridges in Scotland.
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L2. Addiston Mains Old Bridge crosses the
Gogar Burn, a right bank tributary of the River
Almond, c2½km west of the Edinburgh city
boundary, a short distance south of the A71. A
bridge there is marked on a map produced by
John Adair, dated 1682, and it continues to
appear on 18th century maps including the Roy
map, and more recent maps up to the present
day. The A71 now follows a different line across
the burn and it seems probable that the change,
which bypassed the old bridge, was made in
c1800. Access is difficult, but it was recently
visited by Mr. Simpson, and the information and
photographs in this description were obtained by
him. The surviving part of the segmental arch of
span c6.5m has single flush arch rings; they and
other lower parts of the bridge are ashlar, with a
reddish tinge but still most probably limestone.
The bridge was estimated to be c3.3m wide
originally. The trackway has been built up on
both approaches to the bridge, and on the bridge
itself, presumably to reduce the dip at the
crossing point. Much of the bridge has collapsed,
as shown in the lower photograph, and with trees
growing out of the debris, matters can only get
worse. Wear on the grass suggests that the
hazardous crossing is still being used, though
perhaps only by animals. I think it most likely that
the bridge was built in the mid-17th century; the
history as conveyed by the maps is convincing, and although specific clinching architectural features hardly exist
for this period, there is nothing contradictory in the bridge’s appearance. The surviving arch looks robust, but
everything above it could fall away at any time.
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L3. Brunstane Bridge is near the north-east
edge of Edinburgh. It carries Brunstane Road
South, more of a path than a road, which leads
to new houses, but originally gave access to
Brunstane House, over the Brunstane Burn
(known earlier in its course as Niddrie Burn). My
attention was drawn to it by Mr. Simpson, creator
of the ‘Scotland’s Oldest Bridges’ website. A
bridge here, which may have been wooden, is
shown on Blaeu’s map drawn in the early 17th
century, but it is recorded that Maitland Bridge
was built by a designer called Wotherspoon in
1672. That bridge may have survived to some
degree to the present day; it is shown in the old
photograph alongside, taken from the web. The
owner of the mansion, which was rebuilt at the
same time as the bridge, was John Maitland,
Duke of Lauderdale, then the most powerful
magnate in Scotland. Although maps present a
fairly continuous history of a bridge in or near this
location, from 1682, the fabric presents some
puzzles. The stilted semi-circular arch shape,
the rough random rubble construction, the flush,
albeit somewhat broken-up double arch rings
visible in the photograph, and the dimensions
including a carriageway width of 3.6m, are
compatible with a 17th century build date.
However, looking underneath, the stonework of
the lower arch ring, near the crown of the arch
(the intrados or soffits), is at an angle to the
through direction, though the upper arch ring
stonework may be in line. The appearance is
thus of a skew bridge, and the Listing concurs
with this. If built in 1672, the bridge would by some margin, be the oldest skew bridge in Scotland, though there
were a few which predated it in England. There are signs of restorative work, possibly carried out in the 19th century.
I have considered various explanations fitting the configuration and history, but none wholly convinces, however, I
retain it as 17/18th century. It should be easily visible from a nearby walkway, but is greatly obscured by vegetation.
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L4. Carrington Mill Bridge carries a track over the Redside Burn, a short distance upstream of where the burn
joins the River South Esk, and about 1km north of the village of Temple. Its credentials have been established by
Mr. Simpson, creator of the scotlandsoldestbridges website, to whom I owe much of the information and the
photograph presented here. The bridge was formerly on the road north from Temple towards Edinburgh, but was
bypassed in 1811. It appears on John Adair’s map of 1690. The appearance is commensurate with 17 th century
dating; particularly as regards its width of 3.3m, narrowed probably by parapets, which do not now exist, to c2.5m.
The fabric is ashlar, and the segmental arch which spans 6m has single flush arch rings with dressed voussoirs. It
is overgrown and its overall condition makes collapse seem likely.
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L5. Castle Gogar Bridge is on a private approach road leading north and then west from the A8 to the 17th
century castle. On the western outskirts of Edinburgh, it is immediately west of the tram depot, and crosses the
Gogar Burn, a tributary of the River Almond. As can be seen from the upstream photograph below it comprises
a rubble-built single segmental, slightly stilted arch. There are double flush arch rings, with prominent keystones
at each face. This is a puzzle in that the latter feature is characteristic of bridges built in the 18th century and
later, yet the bridge is firmly dated by the Listing and the RCAHMS site to 1672. The view of the soffits below
shows that there are no signs of widening, or even re-facing of the bridge. The carriageway which rises gently
to a peak above the crown of the arch is 3m wide, and the span of the arch is c5m. There is a noticeable
transition in the fabric at the level of the top of the jambs (the vertical walls of the arch) from large blocks in
courses, to smaller grade random rubble, and so perhaps a 17th century structure survives only at lower levels,
while the upper part of the bridge was reconstructed a century later; the coping stones look much newer than
that. In general the bridge is well maintained, easily accessible on foot, and is a pleasant spectacle. The bridge
is retained in the compendium as 17/18th C but with a question mark, prompted by the conflicting evidence.
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L6. Cramond Old Bridge which crosses the
River Almond in the western outskirts of
Edinburgh, dates from the late 15th century but
the two eastern arches which had collapsed
were rebuilt in 1619 and further repaired in the
18th and 19th centuries. The fabric is coursed
sandstone rubble and the bridge comprises
three shallow pointed, segmental arches resting
on plain imposts; each spans c12m, though
unusually the central arch is slightly smaller than
the others. The western arch, shown alongside,
appears

unmistakeably medieval with four

heavy ribs, of which the two at the outside are
chamfered at their outer faces. There are two chamfered arch rings in two orders. This arch is the most pointed.
The other two arches are un-ribbed, and with single flush unchamfered arch rings, and both look plain on each face
save for a horizontal string course which dips downwards over the piers. The cutwaters on the eastern pier are
unexceptional, being smallish, triangular, and tapered above; the same is true of the upstream cutwater on the
western pier, but downstream the cutwater rises much higher and photographs from the early 20th century suggest
that then it was carried upwards in rectangular cross-section and may have provided a refuge. The bridge width is
3.3m and this has probably not changed since the oldest arch was built. Access is somewhat restricted by nearby
housing, and views are obscured by prolific vegetation.
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L7. Dalhousie Castle Bridge crosses the River
South Esk, 4km south of Dalkeith. It is now an
estate bridge comprising a single segmental
arch with decorative features, like rustication and
mini-chamfering of the voussoirs, which suggest
a build-date of c1800. However, study of old
maps, like that produced by Adair suggests that
a bridge existed in the same location in the late
17th century, and then carried a public road.
Other features of the bridge, like its narrow width
of 2.25m support an earlier date, while the
coursed rubble construction and single flush arch rings made of dressed voussoirs do not rule it out. My belief,
reinforced by discussions with Mr. Simpson, is that it did stand in some form in the 17 th century, but that it became
part of the Dalhousie Castle estate in the mid-18th century, and was given a major make-over in the ensuing years.
It may be that little of the early bridge is actually visible, but it is reasonable to assume that it is at the core of the
structure, so I include it in the compendium.
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L8. East Linton Bridge was built in the mid/late
16th century, with later alterations and repairs
dated 1763 and 1934. It carried the A1 across
the River Tyne in the village of the same name,
but the village was bypassed during the last
century. It is a 2-arched, ribbed bridge, aligned
north-west and south-east, 30m in length, and
9.5m above the river bed; each arch spans 12m.
The fabric is squared and coursed red and
yellow sandstone. The very broad central pier
has large stepped cutwaters, upstream and
downstream, tapered to meet the bridge face
below string courses at the base of the parapet.
The 2 segmental arches are tied with rods and
straps, and have yellow chamfered voussoirs, forming a single arch ring. The photograph above shows the 4
chamfered ribs supporting the soffits, which define the original 3.2m width of the bridge, flanked by un-ribbed
extensions with a keystone dated 1763, which increased the road width to 5m. (The different sizes of the blocks
forming the inner and outer ribs suggest that an even narrower bridge could be at the core of the structure, but there
is no supporting evidence.) The bridge has suffered less in appearance from being widened on each face than could
have been the case. It is believed that an earlier bridge on the site was blown up in 1549 by French soldiers
supporting the Scots against the English Invaders after the Battle of Pinkie. Access is easy downstream of the
bridge.
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L9. Maidens Bridge provided the main access
to Newbattle Abbey from the south across the
River South Esk, when it was built, in the second
half of the 15th century. It was used by Margaret
Tudor, who rested at the nearby abbey before
marrying King James IV of Scotland. The single
near semi-circular arch, spanning 14.4m rises
6.9m above the river surface. The soffits are
shown in the photograph alongside, there is a
chamfered arch ring below a small hood mould.
The three ribs are of unusually assorted stones,
and apparently more for decoration than
mechanical support. The fabric of the bridge is
sandstone rubble. The downstream view below
conveys the impressive scope of the bridge, but
also the dilapidation, as for example the
fractured

string

course,

and

damaged

stonework on the left. The bridge has never
been widened from the original 4m, and now
connects the two parts of Newbattle Golf Course,
and serves walkers generally. The condition is
generally poor, and when I visited most recently there was scaffolding at various points round the bridge, but no
sign of remedial work in progress, a great shame.
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L10. Musselburgh Old Bridge which crosses the River Esk near the centre of the town of Musselburgh is 74m
long and approximately 3.5m wide between parapets; it is built of large squared-rubble courses. There are three
shallow and slightly distorted segmental arches, each of 15.5m span with hood-moulds above single
unchamfered dressed arch rings. Nowadays only the western pier is submerged, and both cutwaters on it are
protected by large ‘whalebacks’ of masonry and concrete; the cutwaters on the eastern pier rise to form refuges.
It is likely that an earlier stone bridge on the site was damaged or destroyed when an English army burned
Musselburgh in 1548 and that the present bridge was erected in the 1550s at the expense of Jane, Lady Seton.
It has similarities to Nungate Bridge, Haddington, built a few decades earlier. More than 150 years ago the
original ramped approaches were replaced by the present steps which restricted the bridge to pedestrian use.
The bridge lies on the direct line from the nearest gateway in the Roman fortress at Eskbank on the east bank
of the river, so it is probable that bridges have stood here for almost two millennia and it has been suggested
that there may be traces concealed in the present structure. Access is good all around the bridge.
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L11. Newbattle Old Bridge crosses the River South Esk alongside a mid-20th century bypass carrying the
B703, just south of Newbattle Abbey. The fabric is generally coursed squared sandstone rubble, shading into
ashlar on the rebuilt abutments, the downstream cutwater, and the parapets. The two arches are very slightly
pointed as can be seen in the photograph taken from upstream; each spans c8.5m, and the bridge just exceeds
20m in length. The single arch rings are recessed below hood moulds, but are unchamfered. The soffits are
smooth and provide no evidence that the bridge has been widened; the width between the parapets is 3.6m.
Unusually the two refuges above the central pillar are of different shape; semi-circular upstream, triangular
downstream. The latter was probably made when the cutwater beneath it was rebuilt. It is suggested by the
usual authorities that the bridge dates back at least to the 16th century, and perhaps to a century before that. I
favour the 16th century because of the form of the arches, and the large pier; anything earlier beside an abbey
would surely be more decorative than this very plain structure. Access is good from upstream, but difficult
downstream, from where in any case the bridge is obscured by modern pipes both supported by and separate
from the bridge.
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L12. Nungate Bridge near the centre of Haddington probably dates in part to the early-16th century. It is now
restricted to pedestrian and cycle use, but was for long the main access route east, to and from the town. It is a
sandstone masonry bridge over the River Tyne, about 63m long, with three low-rise segmental arches spanning
c13.2m; it is just less than 4.5m wide between the parapets. The soffits are smooth, without ribs. There are
triangular cutwaters and hood moulds over the single arch rings. A squinch at the eastern end takes the
carriageway south to align with the main road through that part of the town, while the western arch seems slightly
distorted. It differs markedly from the two bridges downstream on the River Tyne which are of similar antiquity,
but its masonry is quite similar to the Old Bridge in Musselburgh. The bridge shows signs of alteration and repair
and it is difficult to be certain of the dating of its various elements, though the archways and steps at the east
end were probably added in the 18th century. Access is easy but it is quite difficult to obtain a photograph which
does justice to the bridge.
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L13. Oldhamstocks Bridge carries a minor road which leads east and south from the village of Oldhamstocks
across the burn of the same name which flows into the Dunglass Burn. The bridge is largely rubble built but with
dressed single flush arch rings, and comprises a semi-circular arch raised high on parallel side-walls (stilted). It
is perhaps 4.5m wide between the parapets, but I was unable to look seriously for signs of widening, because
the bridge is masked by trees as in the photograph of the downstream face, below. The Listing dates the bridge
to ‘the 18th century or earlier, but also points out its similarity in form to Dunglass Old Bridge, downstream, which
has been firmly assigned to the 17th century. (It is also similar in form to Woodhall Dean Packhorse Bridge,
though the latter bridge is dilapidated and its soffits look quite different.) I cannot pin it down more accurately
than 17/18th century. Access is only possible at or near the level of the road. Unfortunately I have been unable
to find a photograph showing any more details of the bridge.
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L14. Pencaitland Bridge is a rather unconsidered old bridge
which carries the A6093 over the Tyne Water, the upstream
continuation of the river of the same name, in the village from
which the bridge takes its name. A date-stone implies that it
was built in 1510, and it has features compatible with that
date or even earlier. It is a three-arched bridge fabricated
from large blocks of coursed sandstone, rising gently towards
the centre. The two western arches are pointed with double
chamfered arch rings in two orders, but the one further west
has for reasons unknown been reduced to a semi-circular
culvert as shown in the middle photograph. The cutwaters
between the western arches are triangular, capped below the
parapet. The central arch rests on 5 substantial ribs, and the
three nearest the camera can be seen in the top photograph
to be chamfered, it seems that the others are not. This
suggests that the bridge has been widened and although
dimensions do not seem to have been measured by any
authority, it would seem possible that an original 3m width,
might have been extended to as much as 5m. The
easternmost arch is slightly smaller and segmental with
single, flush arch rings and no ribs; it seems likely to be a
later addition. In proportion to their spans, the arches are
wide apart, almost a causeway. Access is reasonable,
though shrubs inhibit the view somewhat, especially upstream.
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L15. Woodhall Dean Bridge carries a track
across the Weatherly Burn, just upstream of its
confluence with the Woodhall Burn, in Woodhall
Dean Nature Reserve, a few kilometres from
Innerwick. My first and second attempts to visit
the bridge ended in failure because of the state
of the tracks, and my own mobility problems, but
a visit has since been paid by my brother, and
the photographs are his. The construction, seen
alongside, is unusual with large ashlar facing
blocks, enclosing high walls made of small grade
rubble,

but

comprises

the
large

semi-circular
roughly

arch

above

squared

blocks

arranged in distinct rows. There are obvious
gaps between the rows, which may originally
have been filled by smaller grade rubble which
has now dropped out. The high abutments are
also rubble-built. The bridge, which has no
parapets, is just over 2m wide; other rough
dimensions are that it spans 2.5m, and is 4.5m high. I have dated it as 17/18 th century, largely because of its
similarity in profile to the nearby 17th century Dunglass Old Bridge. It is probably an estate bridge, though its location
tempts the thought that it could have been on the route to Dunbar for fleeces sheared on summer pastures in the
Lammermuir Hills.
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L1M. Rosslyn Castle Bridge gives access to
the castle and is to be seen on the right hand
side of the aerial photograph of the castle,
alongside. The access road swings round almost
at right angles to approach the castle from the
north, crossing the bridge across a deep cutting,
at least partially man-made. The fabric of the
bridge is largely squared and coursed pink
sandstone rubble. The heavy south abutment
survives from the original bridge built in the late
15th century, and once carried a gateway; the
rest was reconstructed in 1597 to an unusual
design. The arches on each face are segmental,
and stilted, but that to the west, shown on the left below, is far lower than that to the east (shown on the right). The
carriageway is perhaps just less than 4m wide between coped parapets though it may originally have been wider,
given the width of the abutments. Access is very good as the castle now stands in a country park.
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B1. Dunglass Old Bridge crosses a steep-sided chasm cut by the Dunglass Burn, and appears as a wedge of
masonry pierced by a single stilted semi-circular arch, well hidden by trees. It carries a track-way which originally
dipped severely in the centre but was thereafter levelled up; the bridge-length is 66.5m and its width varies from
11.4m to 4.6m within parapets, which average about 0.43m in thickness and are flush with the outer faces of
the bridge. There has been much repair and patching; on the downstream face seen in the photograph there is
evidence for at least three main phases of construction. The first resulted in an area of small grade yellow rubble,
adjoining the archway on the left bank, and some larger and better quality rubble, of pinkish colour, on the right
bank. In the second phase, part of the right-bank abutment and the adjoining downstream portion of the arch
seems to have been reconstructed and strengthened with buttresses. The third phase is represented by
construction in large, coursed, squared blocks, which occupies a large part of the face on the left bank, extends
beyond the haunch of the arch, and overrides the rubble-work. This portion of the face is supported by two
buttresses, themselves patched. The top of a subsidiary arch, now largely earthed up is visible near the base
of the upstream face. This was probably designed to accommodate a mill-lade (Dunglass Mill was recorded in
1648). Building is likely to have begun early in the 17th century, possibly before the visit of the Commissioners
in 1617; the reconstruction and buttressing probably dates to about 1648, and the second major repair may be
dated to 1794. What preceded the bridge is unknown, possibly just a ford on the beach, but when built, the
bridge carried the main coastal road south from Edinburgh, now the A1. The bridge can be accessed on foot
from a roundabout just north of Cockburnspath; it is a little north-east of two more modern bridges over the
Dunglass burn. However it is difficult to get a decent view of the bridge from anywhere reasonably accessible
from the roads and the photograph is not my own.
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B2. Innerleithen Old Bridge which crosses over the Leithen Water is to be found just to the east of the B709,
and about 400m north of the centre of the village of Innerleithen. It was built in 1701, but must have been
conceived a few years earlier, since it was funded from parish savings which were made while no minister was
in post. At present, the bridge, which is about 3m wide, gives access to footpaths on a hill overlooking the village,
and it is difficult to see why it was deemed necessary given that the main route through the village must always
have crossed the river a short distance downstream, close to the current bridge on the A72. Notwithstanding
any questions about utility, the bridge is attractive in its setting with a pronounced hump and a well-formed
single segmental arch which has not been widened. The single arch rings are made of irregularly shaped and
set voussoirs. It is rubble built throughout and the parapets, especially the copings, which splay outwards at the
ends look like a relatively recent replacement for whatever was built originally.
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B3. Jedburgh Canongate Bridge which spans
Jed Water at the foot of the Canongate,
immediately below a ford, is a 16th-century
structure.

The

fabric

is

coursed

cream

sandstone, with a mixture of masonry finishes
(resulting from later repairs), including some pink
sandstone

patching.

It

consists

of

three

segmental arches of unequal spans, the largest
c8.5m, each of which has had four chamfered
ribs on its soffits, though two are now missing
from the easternmost arch. There are double
chamfered arch rings in two orders of dressed
stone, well shown in the RCAHMS photograph
alongside. The piers extend outwards as cutwaters, and support small refuges at road- level,
albeit that they are pulled back towards the faces of the bridge below parapet level. Inserted in the parapets of the
two easternmost refuges are several shaped stones taken from a church, probably that of the disbanded Grey Friars
in the town. The roadway is 2.9m wide and is 'bowed' or hump-backed. The approaches lie at right angles to the
main structure, the easterly one running from north to south and the westerly one from south to north. The
Canongate was once the main route into Jedburgh from the north, but now it is open to pedestrians only.
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B4. Melrose Abbey Bridges: The abbey is near the centre of the small Scottish Borders town of Melrose. The
lay-out is unusual with the cloister north of the church, and still further north are the detached house of the
abbot, and more impressive, at least nowadays, as it is roofed and contains a museum, the house of the
Commendator. This fortunate individual was appointed by the Pope guided by the Scottish King, to receive the
fruits of the possessions of the Cistercian abbey, and was able to decide how much of this income should be
passed on to the abbot to meet running costs and to fund improvements; the rest he could keep. A mill lade still
flows from west to east, immediately to the north of the two afore-mentioned houses, and from it feeds the abbey
drain, a 12th century construction, which passes, also west to east, south of the Commentator’s house, and then
by way of open and covered sections to some of the domestic buildings of the abbey. There are a number of
bridges over the lade, some relatively modern, but where it leaves the east precinct, near the abbot’s house,
the segmental arch with dressed soffit structures, shown below has clearly been widened. It would not be
unreasonable to suggest that an original narrow bridge might have given access to the houses of the abbey
dignitaries nearby.

Upstream, and near the commendators house is another rubble bridge, probably post-reformation but maybe
old enough to fit my criteria; it crosses the now dried-up lade, with its made-up walls, as shown below.
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The drain which is 1.2m wide and 1.5m deep, with rubble walls and cobbled floors, passed under buildings not
now extant, where arched roofs were installed forming culverts, as shown immediately below. At the entrances
are arch rings formed of unshaped tiles, with forms which might give a clue as to their build-dates. The arch in
the background is Gothic, whereas that in front is segmental if misshapen.

Below, to the left is shown what is now a clapper-like arrangement, immediately in front of the commentators’
house, but which might be a survival from a time when such slabs covered those parts of the drain not built
over. To the right is shown the entrance to the culvert through which the drain and its contents left the precinct,
just downstream of the reredorter or ‘flushed’ toilet. Though accurate dating is very difficult, it is likely that
bridging structures from any time between the 12th and the 16th century can be seen here.
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B5. Old Lintmill Bridge carries a track over the
Ale Water to a few dilapidated buildings, just
across-river from the remains of Ancrum old
parish church. The stone bridge which has a
large segmental river arch and two more
rounded flood arches is described in the Listing
as mainly 19th century but based on a structure
which might have been medieval. The track-way
is now 3m wide, and there is a pronounced
crown as the parapets rise to a point. Viewing the
soffits, in the upstream photograph alongside, it
is clear that the bridge has been widened on the
upstream face, probably by more than 1m; the
original river arch was close to semi- circular, but
the addition is shallower and springs from relatively high imposts. The soffits of the flood arch to the north appear
uniform which suggests that it might have been added at the same time as the widening, but the flood arch to the
south has been widened. The bridge is rubble built save for patches of brickwork on the upstream face. The
cutwaters, two on each face, look recent as do parts of the parapets. There is a ford just upstream of the bridge. As
to the age of the bridge named for a 17th century mill, to which it could have given access, there used to be two
Ancrums, ‘Nether’, which survives as the present village, and ‘Over’, north of the Ale Water which did not survive
burning in the 16th century, and the bridge probably linked them. The nearby church had a 12 th century precursor,
and the bridge has been linked to it, although not to its time of origin. It is likely that the downstream portion of the
bridge with its semi-circular river arch had its origins in the 16th century but much of the visible fabric may date from
the 19th century. Access is easy, and the bridge in its setting would be impressive without dilapidated buildings to
the north. The lower picture is a downstream view. The bridge would repay archaeological investigation.
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B6. Old Manor Bridge crosses the Manor Water just upstream and south of its junction with the River Tweed;
it was built at a time when the Tweed was not bridged in the neighbourhood, so gave access to Peebles, 2½km
to the east, without recourse to a ford. However, it is now barred to vehicular traffic. It is a really fine singlearched, hump-backed bridge of segmental form with a span of 11.4m. The single flush arch rings are dressed
and sharply delineated, though made up of voussoirs of variable lengths, but the fabric of the remainder of the
structure is random rubble of small grade. The width of the roadway is 2.9m, and it has not been widened. There
is a plaque on the western, downstream abutment crediting a William, Earl of March and his father the Duke of
Queensbury as the bridge’s instigator. Its build-date was 1702, funded by the stipend for the minister in a local
parish accrued during an intermission, so in that regard at least its inclusion in a gazetteer of pre-17th century
bridges is justified. It is easily viewed at each face, and appears exceptionally well-maintained.
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B7. Peebles Tweed Bridge carries the B7062
across the River Tweed, immediately south of
the town centre. There is uncertainty about when
the river was first bridged in Peebles, but there
is documentary evidence, that the oldest parts of
the present bridge date from a few years after
1465, though the possibility that an older bridge
was being repaired then, cannot be ruled out
entirely. All this is far from the first impression
made by the bridge, which has 5 segmental
arches, a near horizontal aspect, single arch
rings, pilasters above the cutwaters, a horizontal
string course with castellations below, and other
features typical of a more modern structure,
whether viewed from upstream or downstream.
However, the picture is different from river level, and the photograph above serves to explain that the first impression
depends entirely on modifications, which increased the width from the original 2.4m, firstly to 6.3m in 1834, and
then to 12m in 1900, at which time the bridge acquired its present appearance. The medieval arches were deeper,
but un-ribbed. In 1799, 3 additional arches were built to extend the bridge southwards, but they have been removed
and replaced by a conventional railway bridge. The photograph below, taken from upstream, shows the widening,
and that most of it took place downstream. The arches each span approximately 12m. Access is easy around the
bridge, and especially at river level.
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B8. Stow Packhorse Bridge crosses the Gala
Water, a tributary of the River Tweed, slightly to
the west of the A7. It was built in 1655, and
connected the village of Stow to the major route
south from Edinburgh to the Borders, which then
lay to the west of the river. It was erected at the
instance of the local Kirk Session, so it could be
argued that its purpose was to give access to
churchgoers, and that it was a foot-bridge, but
the vestigial nature of the parapets shown in the
photograph alongside, suggests that packhorse
traffic may also have been in the minds of the
promoters. The width of the track-way is 2m. The
overall length of the rubble-built structure, which
is partly a causeway, is about 37m and it
comprises 3 segmental arches, the smallest spanning 3m while the main river arch spans 14m and rises 3.6m; it
has an arch ring of thin undressed stone on each face. Although the river arch remains intact, the two smaller land
arches have partially collapsed, so the bridge cannot be easily crossed. Otherwise, access is good and an
information board is provided beside the A7on the eastern end.
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B1M. Dryburgh Abbey Bridge gives access to
the abbey which is on the left bank of a loop in
the River Tweed, north of the village of St.
Boswells. The ruins are extensive, the earliest
dating from the 12th century, but damage
deliberately inflicted by invading English armies
meant that rebuilding was continuous through to
the Reformation, after which decay set in. On the
south-west of the precinct a small gatehouse
was built in the late-15th century, incorporating a
covered bridge across a lade which at this point
constituted a moat. The remains are in the
photograph alongside, with the bridge platform in
the foreground. Clearly visible are the stubs of
the thick walls enclosing the pathway, which was
1.7m wide, and a roof, and a room above that.
Below is a photograph of the bridge taken from
downstream; it is built of coursed rubble which
meshes into that of the wall-stubs, so fixing its
build-date also to the late 15th century. The
Gothic pointed arch, of span a little less than 2m,
and with a single flush arch ring is compatible with this. Taking account of the thickness of the wall which the arch
carried, its width must be just over 3m. However, some puzzles remain and they are illustrated on the next page.
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The photograph alongside is a limited view of the
soffits of the gatehouse bridge, and shows a
protruding structure, seemingly with a steeper
profile. It is most likely that there are two or even
more slightly chamfered ribs at the centre, but it
is also possible that a narrow bridge preceded
the building of the gatehouse. To resolve this it
will be necessary to view the underside of the
bridge from the now dry ditch. The lower
photograph is taken from upstream, and the
stonework looks newer and the meshing with the
gatehouse is less convincing, even though the
Gothic arch shape is preserved. I am fairly
certain that the upstream face dates from a
comparatively modern refurbishment.
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