The Old Bridges of Orkney, Highland, Grampian, & Tayside
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No.
O1
H1
G1
G2
G3
G4
G5
G6
G7

Bridge
Birsay Bridge
Huna Mill Bridge
Balgownie Bridge
Bridge of Dee
Bridge of Dye
Craigmin Bridge
Deer Abbey Bridge
Elgin Bow Bridge
Gannochy Bridge

OS Location
HY 248 276
ND 372 733
NJ 941 108
NJ 929 036
NO 651 871
NJ 441 621
NJ 966 481
NJ 204 632
NO 600 709

Date
17th C
1651
1320
1527
1680
17/18th C
1718
1635
17/18th C
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No.
G8
G9
G10
G11
G12
G13
T1
T2
T3
T4
T5
T6
T7
T8
T9
T10
T11
T12
T13

Bridge
Glenlivet PH Bridge
Hatton Bishop’s Bridge
Inglesmaldie Bridge
Old Keith Bridge
Ruthrieston Bridge
Shevock Bridge
Alyth PH Bridge
Brechin Bridge
Bridge of Margie
Dollorie Bridge
Lornty Bridge
Monzie Roman Bridge
Muthill Bishop’s Bridge
Old Bridge of Dean
Old Bridge of Earn
Panmure Castle Bridge
Ruim PH Bridge
Rumbling Bridge
Scott’s Bridge

OS Location
NJ 198 302
NK 072 367
NO 653 672
NJ 428 508
NJ 929 039
NJ 592 289
NO 245 498
NO 604 593
NO 567 701
NN 907 209
NO 171 476
NN 878 251
NN 875 154
NO 287 470
NO 134 184
NO 535 382
NO 270 493
NT 017 995
NO 056 162

Date
c1600
1697
16th C
1609
1693
17th C?
1500
15th C
1647
17th C
16th C
17th C?
15th C
17th C
1329
17/18th C
16th C
1713
c1700

In column 1, (O) is Orkney, (H) is Highland, (G) is Grampian, and (T) is Tayside. Notice that the maps do not
cover Orkney and Highland, as there is only one bridge in each county.
Information sheets are provided for all the bridges listed.
Broomhill Bridge (NH 997 224) was not built
until 1894, but it is the oldest substantial multispan wooden bridge in Great Britain, so I
include a brief note here. It crosses the River
Spey adjacent to Broomhill station, currently a
terminus of the Strathspey Railway; it is 2½km
north-east of Nethy Bridge and 6½km southwest of Grantown-on-Spey. The remarkable
timber structure replaced a stone bridge which
had been washed away. It comprises 15 spans,
5 of which cross the main stream of the river and
are larger, though another 5 can cross water depending on the level of the river. The piers are wooden trestles, and
other triangular wooden frames provide support for the roadway between them. The roadway rests on wooden
beams and is just over 4m wide. Shortly after this bridge was built it gained a companion at Boat of Garten, upriver, which was damaged by fire during the 2nd World War, rebuilt, and replaced in 1974. Broomhill Bridge was
refurbished in 1987, without changing the configuration. It seems to be in good repair, though the roadway is in
need of attention. The photograph was taken from the left bank of the River Spey.
Keithock Packhorse Bridge is allegedly located at Grid Point NO 603 631 west of the Brechin bypass. I failed to
find it and have seen no photograph or information other than the Listing classification as 17th century. I have
nothing to allow a compendium entry, but record its possible existence here.
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1. Birsay Bridge carries the A967 over the
Burn of Boardhouse, 12½km north-west of
Kirkwall on the Mainland Island of Orkney. The
rubble-built bridge has 2 segmental arches, of
span c3.6m with single arch rings of flush,
shaped voussoirs. There is a low cutwater on
the upstream face. The carriageway is c4.3m
wide and I have no evidence of widening. The
usual sources state that the lower parts of the
bridge date to the 17th century, while the
parapets and the undefined ‘upper parts’ are of
the 19th century. The photograph of the
upstream face was taken by a Mr. Curtis from
the south (right) bank of the burn. While the bridge has no features which militate strongly against 17th century
origins, it does not look as old as that, but without evidence to the contrary, I include it in the compendium.
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H1. Huna Mill Bridge crosses the Burn of
Duncansby c2km west of John O’Groats,
beside the A836 and a group of old mill
buildings, which allegedly date back to the mid18th century. The bridge also goes by the name
of Cromwell Bridge, which reflects a belief that
it was built by soldiers of the English
parliamentary army in the 1650s during the
occupation of Scotland. Of course there is no
documentation, so dating becomes a question
of assessing the appearance, location and
possible purpose of the bridge. As regards
appearance, the rough stonework, and long thin
uneven voussoirs, best seen in the lower
photograph, certainly suggest a pre- 1800
bridge. Of course, a definite link to the 18th
century mill would be fairly conclusive, but I am
not aware of any such link. It does not seem
impossible to me that it lay on the line of a track
which preceded present roads and buildings,
and its width of c3.5m is compatible with that.
The span is c5m, (My limited access, and the
weather,

allowed

only

estimates

of

dimensions). It is a rubble-built, slightly stilted
segmental arch bridge, and its rough thin
voussoirs form single arch rings. If indeed it
dates to the 1650s, it is comfortably the oldest mainland bridge north of Inverness, and though I have little evidence
to support that date, I have none to overturn it. Comments have been made about its having been refurbished
fairly recently but judging by the distortion and slight sinking of the arch, it would be wise to give it some attention.
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G1. Balgownie Bridge is frequently stated to have been completed in c1320 which would probably make it
Scotland’s oldest surviving bridge. Some have doubted that masons would have considered erecting such a
structure then, or that any who would were active in Scotland, but reading across from some of the more
impressive religious and secular buildings of the period, such arguments are inconclusive. The bridge comprises
a single Gothic pointed arch with a span of 22m (one of the largest medieval arches ever built in Great Britain);
it crossed the River Don north of Aberdeen, carrying a roadway 3.3m wide between parapets. The arch is
constructed of sandstone, without ribs, while the spandrels and parapet walls are mainly of granite; its crown is
17m above the tidal river in normal flow. The chamfered arch rings on each face are recessed below hood
moulds. Although the bridge formed an important element in the road system northward from Aberdeen it was
poorly maintained after the Reformation. A plaque on the bridge states that it was almost totally rebuilt by the
Town Council in 1605, whatever that means, and it has been repaired quite frequently since then, but its basic
design is clearly medieval. Features like arch rings with hood moulds, the string courses, and the crenelated
parapets are probably owed to the rebuilds. It has now been pedestrianized, with vehicular traffic using a bridge
about half a mile to the east. Unfortunately the approaches at river level are overgrown with trees and bushes
so it is quite difficult to get a clear view of either face of the impressive structure. To conclude, I am certain that
Balgownie Bridge was built in the medieval period, and when comparisons are made, it becomes clear that its
large span would have been as big an ask in 1520, as in 1320. Unfortunately, there is no clinching evidence
either way, but for the moment I shall stick with the ‘romantic’ earlier date.
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G2. Bridge of Dee is an outstanding medieval
structure, albeit modified since then. It was built
between 1520 and 1527, and for many
centuries was the only river crossing between
Aberdeen and the south, though now it carries
mainly local traffic on the A90, with other
bridges downstream taking the main load.
Unusually for Aberdeen it was constructed of
freestone,

but

subsequent

widening

and

repairs were executed in local granite. The
bridge has seven deep segmental arches, of
14m span on average, supporting a horizontal
roadway; according to the Scotland’s Oldest Bridges website, there are also 3 flood arches. The river arches rest
on 9 chamfered ribs, mostly shown above, carrying transverse stone slabs, and there are double chamfered arch
rings in two orders. The foundations of the piers and triangular cutwaters are carried on timber-piled foundations
protected by rubble aprons. The cutwaters taper in but are extended upward to form pedestrian refuges. The bridge
was partially reconstructed in 1720, and it may be that the relatively modern appearance of the upper structure
derives from that work. Then in 1841–42 the bridge carriageway was almost doubled in width to 7.3m between
parapets, but exceptional care was taken to preserve its appearance. The whole of the west face of the bridge,
including turrets, abutment and wing walls, piers, parapets, spandrels and arch-stones, was carefully dismantled
and re-erected as far as practicable to its original form and place as the rebuilt face. At each arch the original outer
rib was re-used and four additional ribs were added to support the widened deck. Thus, the bridge faces both
upstream shown below, and downstream, are original. Access is fairly good on the upstream, south bank where a
display board is supplied, though some cutting back of foliage would improve the view.
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G3. Bridge of Dye spans the Water of Dye
which feeds eventually into the River Dee, and
sits alongside the B974, a short distance north
of Cairn O’ Mount. The single semi- circular,
slightly stilted arch spans 21.3m and is of width
3.5m between the parapets. Puzzlingly given its
assumed 17th century build-date, there are four
narrow chamfered ribs beneath the soffits.
There are double arch rings of shaped
voussoirs flush to the faces of the bridge. The
fabric is largely coursed rubble though the ribs
are finely dressed. The bridge is dated to 1680,
but the parapets have most likely been rebuilt
since then. Access is good around the bridge.
The ribs are a real puzzle, and they may be
more decorative than structural; a lot of trouble
to go to in order to create a pastiche.

8

G4. Craigmin Bridge is one of the most remarkable masonry bridges in Scotland. I have attempted to visit
twice, being defeated by torrential downpours on each occasion, so getting no nearer than the end of a track
leading to it. It is to be found just south-east of Drybridge, a hamlet to the south of Buckie, and crosses the Burn
of Letterfourie, a small tributary of the Burn of Buckie. Much the best descriptions are given by Scott and Nelson,
though neither they nor the Listing provide a width dimension; the lower segmental arch spans 11m, the main
upper segmental arches, 8.4m, and the small central aperture in the spandrel there is 4.2m across. The whole
bridge is built from rubble though the voussoirs are dressed and form single slightly recessed arch rings on each
arch. The structure is linked to the nearby Letterfourie House which would date it to around 1773. However, all
logic, and the histories of other like-structures, (such as Rumbling Bridge), suggest that it must have been built
in two stages, with the lower bridge demanding steep descents and ascents, and the upper bridge added to
give a level passage, presumably accessible to horse drawn conveyances. If this is so the lower bridge could
predate the house, and date from the 17th century. Against that, is Nelson’s comment as to the uniformity of the
structure, so I shall date it 17/18th C. There are further curiosities in the peculiarly shaped parapets, the niche,
possibly added later, immediately below them, and the room beneath the aperture in the upper bridge spandrels.
Access is by all accounts difficult, and views of the bridge are much obscured by trees.
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G5. Deer Abbey Bridge crosses the South Ugie Water immediately west of ruined Deer Abbey, on a road
linking the B9029 and A950, a 15½km west of Peterhead. It comprises 3 near-semi-circular arches, decreasing
in span and height from south to north, each with single flush arch rings, though those on the largest arch appear
to have been re-faced. At its narrowest, above the latter arch, the roadway is 3m wide, but it is splayed outwards
to around 4m wide above the others; that modification may have been made in 1818, involving considerable effort
to no very obvious purpose. The fabric is heavily mortared coursed rubble throughout. There are small triangular
cutwaters on both faces, capped pyramidally well below the crowns of the larger arches. The parapets are
stepped. The plaque, clearly visible in the photograph taken from downstream, refers to the date 1718 which is
assumed to be the build date. The Listing refers to medieval survivals in the structure, a tempting surmise given
its proximity to a medieval abbey, but none are visible, and though the appearance is unusual, my assumption
is that all that can be seen dates to the early 18th century, but I shall use the latitude I allow for Scottish bridges
to class it as 17/18th century. Access is confined to the level of the road, which is why I have used the photograph
taken from the internet, rather than my own.
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G6. Elgin Bow Bridge carries Old Mill Road over the River Lossie on the north-western outskirts of Elgin. It
comprises a single segmental arch built largely of coursed rubble, trending towards ashlar in places. It has
single flush arch rings made up of narrow unshaped voussoirs of irregular lengths. The roadway is 3.5m wide
above the arch which spans 14m but widens abruptly at each end of the bridge, as can be seen on the
photograph below which was taken from downstream on the northern bank. The Listing suggests that it was
built as the first bridge over the River Lossie just after 1630 but was remodelled in 1789, so arguments about
its age probably come down to the question of the extent of the remodelling. The Listing also suggests that
foundations and side walls remain from the original bridge, but there is no clinching evidence for that. I shall
retain it and class it as 17/18th century. Access is reasonable, though the upstream view is spoilt by an ugly pipe
bridge, 2m from the face.

11

G7. Gannochy Bridge carries the B966 over the River North Esk, about 2 kilometres north of the village of
Edzell. It comprises a single stilted segmental arch spanning 15.6m, with single flush arch rings. There is a
stepped moulding above the arch on the original upstream face, but a similar decoration on the downstream
face is horizontal. The fabric is coursed sandstone rubble. The bridge has been doubled in width by the addition
of a parallel arch of the same form, and as built must have been c3m wide. The build date is normally given as
1724, though earlier dates are sometimes posited, and the widening dates to 1790; it appears in my
compendium dated to 17/18th century as a result of the flexibility I have allowed myself to accommodate the fact
that developments in Scotland took place later than in the rest of the country. However, the most striking feature
is almost certainly anachronistic, namely the three un-chamfered ribs which support the soffits of the original
portion of the bridge, and which are easily seen in the photograph below. The only similar throwback in Scotland
is the 17th century Bridge of Dye, quite near at hand; a fact which encourages the speculation that it was the
inspiration for Gannochy Bridge, though the ribs here are heavier and could have a structural role. The
downstream extension is un-ribbed. Though there is access to the left bank of the river, it flows in a deep gorge,
and the bridge is not easily observed, especially upstream, where trees obstruct the view very badly. Accordingly
I have had to use a photograph which I took from downstream.
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G8 Glenlivet Old Bridge crosses the River
Livet, which flows by way of the River Avon to
the River Spey, in the hamlet of Bridgend of
Livet, beside the B9008. The surviving portion
of the bridge, best shown as a whole in the
lower photograph comprises two segmental
arches, of which the larger spanning c8m is to
the left, the smaller which is a flood arch spans
4.5m. The two arches are separated by a rocky
outcrop, and there used to be third arch further
to the left, also presumably built to cope with
floods but it was washed away in 1829. Both
remaining arches, the larger shown alongside,
have single flush arch rings made of narrow
roughly-cut voussoirs. The bridge is c3.5m
wide, so was built for carts and carriages, never
having been widened. Whether or not there
were ever parapets is unknown. Two versions
of its history exist; the Listing suggests early
18th century origins as part of what is now the B9008, whereas the estate and other local sources associate it with
nearby Blairfindy Castle, and date it to the 16th century. On the basis of appearance, I incline slightly to the latter
suggestion, so will class it as c1600, but there seems to be no conclusive evidence. There is a viewing point from
which the photographs were taken, but the bridge which was tidied in the 1980s is becoming overgrown.
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G9. Hatton Bishop’s Bridge carries a minor road over the Water of Cruden just west of Cruden Bay. It has a
single low and shallow, segmental arch. The bridge is close to 3m wide but seems narrower because the bend
to the left seen below commences in the narrow portion. The fabric is a mix of coursed and random rubble, but
the double flush arch rings are made up of dressed voussoirs. The arms of a Bishop James Drummond and an
Earl of Errol are on the south face, and refer to the commissioner of the bridge in 1697, and the person
responsible for a rebuild in 1763, respectively. It is always difficult to know what a ‘rebuild’ entails, but it may be
that the arch and abutments are original, while the upper part of the bridge is newer. Access is good to the
north, but seemingly non-existent to the south, save by peering over the bridge parapet. My own photograph
was less illuminating than one taken from a website account of the bridges of Cruden Country which I
recommend.
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G10. Inglismaldie Bridge is also, and perhaps
better, known as North Water Bridge. The three
arched structure spans the River North Esk at
the side of the A90, approximately 8km northeast of Brechin. It comprises three segmental
arches, each spanning close to 15m and
resting on 5 chamfered ribs. This latter feature,
seen alongside, supports the idea that the
bridge might have been erected in the early 16th
century, and similarities to the Bridge of Dee
lend weight to the contention that its sponsor
was

the

same

Bishop

Gavin

Dunbar

responsible for the latter. However, the bridge,
apart from its sub structure, does not look medieval, as portrayed in the lower photograph, not least because of
the pilasters above the cutwaters. It is known to have been widened in about 1800, and it appears that this was
done on both faces, leaving the original structure encased in a contemporary bridge. Thus, we see an early 19 th
century bridge with its antiquity given away only by the soffits. I was only able to view the bridge from upstream
(west), but the upper photograph implies, that the two faces were treated similarly. The bridge may now be 6m
wide, and allowing additions of c0.8m, and for parapets, it may have been built with a carriageway of width c3.5m
wide, again similar to Bridge of Dee, but this is very speculative. Fortunately, this response to a need for widening
of ancient bridges has not been common practice.
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G11. Keith Old Bridge is a footbridge immediately south of the A96 in the village of Keith, crossing the River
Isla, a tributary of the River Deveron. It has one rubble-built segmental arch spanning c8.1m, and there are
single flush arch rings made up of narrow, roughly-cut voussoirs which are not perpendicular to the arch away
from the crown. The width of the pathway between low parapets is 1.85m, and there is no evidence of widening.
The bridge has a pronounced hump, and steps were added on the southern end, during the 20 th century; they
detract somewhat from the overall impression. The bridge dates to 1609, as indicated by a date-stone on the
western face, though it was refurbished in 1822. The photograph is of the eastern, downstream face; access is
good around the bridge.
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G12. Ruthrieston Bridge now carries a path over the burn of the same name, which flows into the River Dee
a few tens of metres further downstream. It is close to Riverside Drive in Aberdeen, and is a few hundred metres
north of Bridge of Dee. It was built in 1693, but relocated in 1923, still crossing Ruthrieston Burn, but 30m to the
east, and a replacement bridge was installed to carry Riverside Drive. There are three segmental arches, with
the larger central one separated from the outer two by piers carrying low cutwaters upstream and downstream.
The fabric is granite ashlar, and there are single flush arch rings described as tooled rather than dressed in the
Listing. The appalling stepped parapets were added in 1923, and conflict with any intention to preserve a 17 th
century artefact. They splay outwards, and enclose a cobbled walkway which is 2.5m wide. There are no signs
of widening, though the rebuild would have allowed this to be done without necessarily leaving evidence. There
are two plaques, one with the original builder’s coat of arms, the other giving the dates quoted above, though
both are much-weathered. I include the bridge here, not without hesitation, on the assumption that its form and
fabric are mainly as originally built. Access is very good downstream from where the photograph was taken, but
trees obstruct sightlines to much of the upstream face.
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G13. Shevock Bridge is just north of the
B9002, to the west of the village of Insch in
Aberdeenshire. It crosses a stream called The
Shevock which feeds the River Urie, a tributary
of the River Don, but is now isolated from any
track or road. As can be seen in the two
photographs, the upper taken from upstream,
the lower from downstream, it comprises a
single segmental arch, spanning 3m and made
from loosely packed rubble. The single flush
arch rings are made up of voussoirs which
alternate in length, and strangely given the
build-date, are lightly chamfered. The bridge is
3.75m wide, and there is no evidence of its
having been widened. There are no parapets.
The bridge gave access

to the Castle of

Wardhouse which survives only as earthworks immediately to the south of it, and is dated by the RCAHMS site to
the 17th century, on the basis of observations by W. Douglas Simpson in 1935. Hence my dating of 17th century
for the bridge. Given this function, and its width, its common categorisation as a packhorse bridge is clearly wrong.
It is easily accessed from a minor road to its south.
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T1. Alyth Packhorse Bridge is just north of the centre of the village of the same name, crossing the Alyth Burn,
a tributary of the River Isla. It may be the finest old packhorse bridge in Scotland, fit to compare with the most
photogenic examples in England, some of which also have two arches. The bridge is built of random rubble with
single flush arch rings made of roughly-shaped voussoirs, and the arches are segmental but stilted, with the
smaller eastern arch showing a suspicion of a point. The parapets are a 19th century addition, though the way
in which they overhang suggests older structure at their base. The bridge is just less than 1.5m wide. It is thought
that it dates back to c1500, though there was rebuilding in 1674. It is most surprising that the bridge does not
appear to be Listed. It is easily viewed from downstream, as shown in the photograph, but there is no access
upstream.
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T2. Brechin Bridge carries the A933 over the
River South Esk on the southern outskirts of
Brechin. The first wooden bridge here was
probably erected before 1220, but it had been
superseded by a masonry bridge by around
1450. The north arch of that bridge fell down,
and was rebuilt in the late 18th century, and the
southern arch has been widened upstream, (to
the west). The resulting junction in the soffits is
shown in the photograph alongside, taken
upstream of the arch in question; it appears that
around 35% was added to the width.The
upstream arch configuration is also illustrated;
on this face the arch is segmental, with an arch
ring recessed below a hood mould, mirroring
the faces of the 18th century arch to its north. It
proved very difficult to obtain a satisfactory
photograph of the downstream aspect, and I
have discarded my own in favour of the lower
photograph presented by Mr. Simpson on the
website, Scotland’s Oldest Bridges. It shows
clearly the pointed southern arch, and the
continuity of the soffits of the north arch is
evidence that the widening operation took
place at the same time as the latter was rebuilt.
Both arches have single flush arch rings at the
downstream face. The corbelled parapet with
the pilaster over the cutwater probably dates to
the 18th century as well. The fabric is generally
rubble, coursed in places, though the soffits are
ashlar. It is unfortunate that the 15th century
elements of the bridge are so difficult to view.
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T3. Bridge of Margie is 3½ km north-west of
Edzell and carries a minor road over the Burn
of Margie which flows in a little gorge towards
the River North Esk. A plaque on the north face
apparently indicates that the bridge was built in
1647, and according to the Listing, it has been
widened on the south side. If that is the case,
the photograph alongside of the north face
should show the original structure, but even
with a semi-circular arch shape, there is little to
suggest a near-400 year old bridge. The
stonework is rubble, with a flush arch ring, and
overall looks bland and most like 19th century
work. It is hardly possible to see anything of the
south face, save by peering over the bridge and
through dense foliage from the level of the
road. I convinced myself that the arch shape
was similar on both faces, but here the
stonework was much rougher, and the arch ring
protruded beyond the vault. I suspect that the
Listing is wrong, confused by the plaque, which
may have been re-attached to a northern
addition, and that the southern face of the
bridge is more likely to date to 1647. It is to be
hoped that someone will manage to obtain a
decent photograph of the south face, which might resolve this question.
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T4. Dollerie Bridge, known also as Bridge of
Pow, is on a minor road leading to the village of
Madderty about 3km east of Crieff; it crosses
the Pow Burn, a tributary of the River Earn
which has

been canalised

for

drainage

purposes along much of its short course. The
bridge is dated to the 17th century, but is
recorded as

being substantially

widened

downstream in the 18th century, as apparently
shown in the upper photograph taken from
upstream by the junction in the soffits. It
comprises a single semi-circular arch, built in
un-coursed rubble, though there is evidence of
recent repair work, and strengthening with tiebars. The lower picture which was taken from
downstream shows the heavy buttresses,
which look to be a relatively recent addition,
and which project into the under-workings of
the arch. The bridge is very hard to read since
the oldest stonework seems to be in the
downstream portion of the soffits as in the
upper photograph, yet the lower picture shows
much evidence of more recent building on that
face. On balance, I think that the widening was
at the downstream face, and that the increase
was from approximately 3m to 4.5m. Whether
any substantial part dates to the 17th century is
open to question, but I will retain it. Access to
river level is easy downstream.
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T5. Lornty Bridge is a few kilometres north-west of the small town of Blairgowrie and carries a minor road over
the Lornty Burn from which water flows by way of the Rivers Ericht and Isla into the River Tay. The said road is
narrow and declines into tracks at the bridge; it is hardly possible to see any features of the bridge, because of
the density of the tree growth and other vegetation, and the absence of paths down to river level. However, as
viewed from downstream (east), it is a small random-rubble bridge with a single segmental arch. The RCAHMS
site suggests that the east face is of an 18th century bridge, which was on a former Military Road built by Major
Caulfield, which was 3.2m wide, but that he incorporated the lower structure of an earlier bridge of width, 2.3m.
The excellent photograph obtained from the ‘cateranecomuseum’ website confirms that, showing the 2nd bridge,
which has a lower, near-semi-circular arch. This is one of a few old bridges in Scotland termed Roman, but it
probably dates back no further than the 16th century. In the 1990s, further work was done at the west face of the
bridge, which left the width at 4.3m. It appears that a lower segmental arch was added, with single flush arch
rings of shaped voussoirs on its east face, though the exterior west face may be of concrete. It is a fairly
remarkable, little-known bridge which has been given much attention over the years.
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T6. Monzie Roman Bridge crosses the
Shaggie Burn, a small tributary of the River
Earn, in the centre of Monzie, 3km north of
Crieff. It is not Roman, but may be on the line
of a Roman track-way, and is a few yards to the
north-east of the present road through the
hamlet. The bridge comprises a single semicircular arch, built of rubble, though the
photograph alongside shows patching of the
soffits with small bricks near the upstream face.
There are no parapets nor is there evidence
that there ever were any, and the pathway
which is 2.7m wide is grassed; the soffits
furnish no evidence of widening. There are
single flush arch rings. As to dating, there does
not seem to be any documentation, but its form,
together with the fact that it was patched,
before being replaced early in the 19th century
by the bridge now alongside, suggest that it
might have been built in the latter part of the 17th
century. It is easily viewed from downstream,
saving the extensive covering of ivy, as
illustrated by the photographs, but small trees obscure the view of the upstream face.
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T7. Muthill Bishop’s Bridge carries the A822
over the Machany Water, a right bank tributary
of the River Earn, 6½km south of Crieff. It
comprises two arches, the river arch which is
semi-circular, and a flood arch which is
segmental; the fabric is rubble, coursed in
some places, e.g., the soffits. The key to
understanding this bridge, which does not look
very old in normal view, is shown in the fairly
remarkable photograph alongside, a view from
upstream, of the soffits of the river arch. It
seems that the bridge has been widened on
each face, possibly twice downstream, in the
18th and 19th centuries, so the central portion
which is thought to be a 15th century bridge,
sponsored by Bishop Ochiltree of Dunblane, is not visible at either face. The semi-circular arch shape may hide
the fact that the original arch was slightly pointed. The bridge is not especially wide now, at perhaps 5m; the original
must have been little more than 1.5m wide. The large buttresses at the upstream face are especially prominent.
Access to obtain a view of the underside is not very easy, and general views are much obscured by trees in
summer; both photographs were taken from upstream.
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T8. Old Bridge of Dean crosses the Dean Water, a tributary of the River Isla, at Cardean, just north of the
village of Meigle. It has two semi-circular arches with a central triangular cut-water carried up to refuges. It is
2.7m wide, and there are inset medieval stones on the west face; the fabric is rubble with dressed voussoirs,
forming flush single arch rings. The bridge is thought to date to the 17th century or earlier, though the northern
arch (to the left in the photographs) was rebuilt late in the 19th century. The bridge is now in the garden of a
private house which was once a mill, so it is not very accessible, and there has clearly been much recent
restoration, as part of landscaping; my photograph (upper) can be contrasted in that regard with one taken thirty
years ago, both views are from downstream, the west.
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T9. Old Bridge of Earn, on the key route from
the south into Perth, then as much the Scottish
capital city as any other, was first documented
in 1329. The bridge comprised 5 semi-circular
arches, though according to some sources
there was a 6th at some stage. Repairs are
documented over the next 5 centuries before it
was bypassed in 1822, and fell into disrepair,
with arches collapsing. However, two still stood
as shown in the top photograph until 1976,
when in an act of official vandalism, they were
demolished. There appear to have been 3
chamfered arch rings in 3 orders, but no ribs
in the smooth soffits. The left hand arch in the
photograph probably spanned c12m, and the
roadway width was c2.6m; the overall appearance in 1821 is shown in the other picture above, which is a view from
the north of the River Earn. Now little remains, saving some stonework on the north abutment, (LH photograph,
below) and the overgrown footing for the 2nd pier from the south, (RH photograph, below).
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T10. Panmure Castle Bridge is in a private
estate, 4½km north-west of Carnoustie; it is a
footbridge crossing the Monikie Burn. The
estate, then the site of a castle, was inherited
by the Maule family in 1224, and they remained
in ownership in the 17th century when a
mansion house was built there. It was extended
in the 19th century but demolished in 1955,
though a stable block still stands. The Listing
suggests that the rubble-built bridge is 2.1m
wide; as can be just about be seen in the
photograph there are single arch rings of
shaped voussoirs supporting the segmental
arch, which might span c8m. There are no
parapets. The Listing suggests a possible 17th
century build-date. There seems to have been
a connection with ‘Bonny Prince Charlie’ which
implies that it stood in 1745, and its appearance would support that and even allow a rather earlier building date. It
could be linked in some way with the building of the mansion, but there is no firm evidence supporting the 17 th
century origin, so I will class it as 17/18th century.
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T11. Ruim Bridge is 1.7m wide, looks like a
true packhorse bridge, with vestigial parapets,
and it carries a track across the Burn of Quiech,
a small tributary of the River Isla. It is beside a
minor road near Balloch House, 3km east of
Alyth. Access from the higher road, is gained
by way of overgrown steps, but the bridge and
track must long predate the road, and the
steps. The photograph on the right, taken from
downstream, shows the main semi- circular
river arch, and also the smaller flood arch on the
north bank which is of loose, rough construction
and is segmental in shape; the Listing makes
no mention of the latter. The fabric of the
approaches is loose packed small grade
random rubble, but the river bridge is of regular
coursed rubble, above large boulders. The orderly single arch rings and soffits contrast with the rough voussoirs of
the smaller arch. The main additional feature to be seen from upstream, as below, is the massive triangular
cutwater between the arches, almost matched by the extended abutment on the other bank. The Listing dates the
bridge to 1713, but I would suggest that it may be a 16th century bridge, refurbished in 1713. There is good access
to the bridge, once it has been found.
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T12. Rumbling Bridge may once have been
Scotland’s answer to the Devil’s Bridge near
Aberystwyth, since there were reputedly three
bridges, one above the other. However, the
oldest, a simple clapper slab at the bottom of
the gorge, alleged to date back to the 12th or
13th century, is not there now, nor viewing the
photograph alongside, is it obvious where
exactly it might have been. Discounting it, the
lower bridge, better seen below, was built in
1713, of coursed rubble blocks and with a near
semi-circular arch. It spans 6.6m and the trackway is 27m above the River Devon rushing
through the gorge, and 3.3m wide. It is unlikely
that the bridge was built without parapets or
rails, as the crossing would have seemed
perilous, but they were presumably removed
when the upper bridge, also with a single near
semi-circular arch, was built in 1816; it now
carries the A823, and those crossing it can be
unaware of the deep gorge below. Some
trouble was obviously taken to prettify the
masonry, and certainly to decorate the single
arch flush arch rings. The upstream aspect can be viewed from a series of platforms leading down to the floor of
the gorge. Allowing leeway for Scottish bridges, I tabulate this one as 17/18 th century.
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T13. Scott’s Bridge is on an estate road in the
grounds of Invermay House, most easily
reached by walking about 500m eastwards
from a gatehouse on a minor road from
Dunning to Forgandenny. It carries a track over
the Water of May, a right bank tributary of the
River Earn, and comprises a single semicircular arch built of rubble and seated on rock
imposts. It spans c6m, and on the downstream
(west) face which is original, there is a single
chamfered arch ring. The bridge carries a track
3m wide, enclosed by modern rails, and has
been widened upstream; the junction in the
soffits can just be seen in the photograph. The
visible face of the extension is similar in fabric
to the rest of the bridge so it was perhaps widened in the century after it was built; originally it was c2m wide. The
abutments are puzzlingly wide, as can be seen on the photograph, protruding furthest beyond the unaltered
downstream face; they permit the track to widen to 5m at each bank. The Listing dates the bridge to c1700, which
is reasonable though it could be slightly older, because nvermay House is thought to have been restored in 1633.
The chamfering of the arch ring is not uncommon on Scottish estate bridges.
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