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1. Water of Urr 

Introduction 

The journey down the Water of Urr takes us from a small loch, Loch Urr near the source, a distance of 46km, to 

Urr Waterfoot between Castle Point and Almorness Point, where the river meets the Solway Firth. I do not 

subdivide the text with headings or provide an index, but a guide to the pages on which the main features, and 

the detailed tabulations of watermills are to be found, follows. 
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1. Water of Urr 

 

The Water of Urr, sometimes known as the 

River Urr, is the easternmost substantial 

stream in Galloway, flowing north to south 

through a fairly narrow catchment between 

the River Nith to its east, and the 

Kirkcudbright River Dee to its west. The 

name may mean border, and if so, probably 

derives from the fact that the river once 

marked the diocesan border of the bishopric of Whithorn. The Water of Urr is the outflow from Loch Urr, a small 

body of water set amongst hills of heights in the 300 to 450m range. The main inflow to the loch is a stream, 

Lochurr Lane, which enters on its east bank. This stream is formed by the coming together of a few un-named 

drains just less than 1km east of the loch, at OS Grid Point NX 774 847, on the 200m contour. This can be taken 

as the source of the River Urr, and is on the Dumfriesshire side of the old boundary with Kirkcudbright, 6½km 

south of Moniaive; the course of the river is shown in Alastair Robertson’s sketch maps in the mills tabulations 

at the end of the main text. The Google view is of Lochurr Lane flowing (top-right to bottom-left), a few hundred 

metres from its source. 

Loch Urr is irregular in shape, with maximum dimensions in length and across of about 1km. Its immediate 

surrounds are of rough grassland, on which sheep graze, with only a couple of small copses breaking the 

pattern, though there are extensive wooded areas on some of the surrounding hills. The loch is apparently 

stocked with brown trout, and a reputation for interesting fishing is enhanced by the presence of large pike. In 

the south-east corner is a small island, Rough Island, on which remains of a fortification have been partially 

excavated. However confusion seems to reign as to whether the structure was a crannog, perhaps nearly 2000 

years old, or a late medieval castle of the 16th century; of course, one may have succeeded the other, but there 

is nothing visible now. A farm steading called Lochurr is the only sign of human habitation near the loch-side, 

and overall the impression is somewhat bleak. 

The Water of Urr emerges from a south-west 

arm of the loch to be joined almost 

immediately by a right bank tributary, the Fell 

Burn, after which it flows south through 

recently forested land for 3km, visible only to 

walkers and forestry workers. To the east of 

these woods is Craigenputtock Moor on 

which Castroman Hill rises to 358m. The 

moor is drained by a left bank tributary of the 

Water of Urr, named for the latter as is a farm 

at its southern edge. The property, shown in 

a 19th century painting, was a possession of the Welsh family, and came into the hands of Jane, the wife of 

Thomas Carlyle in 1828. The couple lived there for 6 years, seemingly making a success of the farm, which 
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Carlisle described to Goethe, as an oasis of green surrounded by bleak moorland. While living there, Carlisle 

wrote Sartor Resartus, a novel of unusual form, apparently with echoes of Tristram Shandy, which did much to 

build his reputation in literary circles.. After the death of Jane Welsh in 1866, Carlisle granted the property to 

Edinburgh University to fund 10 competitive bursaries, 5 classical, and 5 mathematical; the latter are a reminder 

that the ‘Sage of Chelsea’ was a mathematician of distinction, as well as historian, polemicist, novelist, translator 

and critic. The house is now a private residence, open at times to the public. 

The river follows a twisting course for 

another 1½km, and receives tributaries at 

both banks, before it passes under Glaisters 

Bridge, shown in Mr. Close’s photograph. A 

neat single segmental arch carrying a minor 

road, the bridge was probably built in c1830, 

and has been very well maintained. As can 

be seen, the Water of Urr is a substantial 

stream, after flowing 5km from Loch Urr. 

Here, it drops below the 150m contour, and although moorland with rough grass and clumps of rushes, enclosed 

by trees on the enclosing hillsides are still much in evidence, there are some walled fields carrying sheep and 

cattle. About 1km downstream, after further meanders, 19th century maps show Crogo Mill, which ground corn, 

on the left bank. There is no trace of it now, nor of the lade which presumably supplied the mill with water. There 

is also no sign of nearby arable fields, but corn was grown this far upstream in the river valley 200 years ago, 

when the Corn Laws afforded some protection from foreign competition, to landowners and farmers producing 

grain crops on marginal land, as well as ensuring large profits to those farming better land. Now the crop taken 

from these lands is timber, with a string of plantations separating the Urr valley from that of the River Dee to the 

west, while other plantations are scattered intermittently on the slopes to the east of the River Urr, 

A short distance further downstream, the 

river reaches the first significant settlement 

on its banks, Corsock, just to its west, on the 

A712 road which links Newton Stewart with 

Dumfries. Only a hamlet, though it may once 

have been larger, Corsock’s houses, some 

white-washed, some modern, make a tidy 

picture. There is a small loch bearing the 

same name to its south-west, and an outlet 

burn once powered Corsock Mill in the 

village. Corsock House between the loch 

and the settlement dates to the 18th century, 

but was substantially altered a century later. 

The result does not look particularly attractive but its gardens shown here and open to the public certainly make 

up for that. A panel removed from Corsock Castle, occupied by a family called Neilson, is attached to Corsock 

House. Apparently, the castle was a tower standing to its south-east, near the right bank of the Water of Urr in 
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the 17th century, but all that remains is a pile of rubble. Nearer the settlement on a low hill, is a monument to a 

churchman, lawyer, and liberal politician, with a long name, Alexander Colquhoun-Stirling-Murray-Dunlop. I am 

unclear as to his achievements, but the obelisk is inscribed as erected in loving memory, by the inhabitants of 

his estates, one of which was beside Corsock. There are many similar, which commemorate landowners, in 

Scotland, and it is tempting to wonder how heartfelt the sentiments were, and how eagerly the contributions 

were offered, but it was a different age. 

The Water of Urr flows on south from 

Corsock, while the A712 heads off east to 

Dumfries, crossing the river on the fine, late 

18th century bridge shown in Mr. Ferguson’s 

photograph. The stone rubble bridge is 

slightly crowned and spans 14.4m, a good 

guide to the width of the growing river. The 

arch rings are of dressed voussoirs and 

above them are hood moulds, a fairly 

common feature for bridges of this age on 

both sides of the Anglo-Scottish border. The 

carriageway is 5.1m wide, which means it is rather narrow for two-way traffic nowadays. 

Just downstream the river is joined by a 

small left bank tributary, Drumhumphry Burn, 

and near to Kirklebride Bridge, just short of 

its junction with the Water of Urr, the small 

stream cascades down the waterfall shown, 

and named for it. The name Kirklebride is 

given to a few features hereabouts, and 

most probably refers to a chapel dedicated 

to St. Bride (or Bridget), by tradition a late-5th 

century Irish nun, and later abbess, to whom 

many churches were dedicated in medieval 

Scotland. It has to be said that no trace of 

the said chapel has ever been found. The 

Water of Urr has dropped below the 100m 

contour, flowing southwards with tree-lined 

banks, between walled fields of pasture with 

low hills in the background. It is joined by a 

number of small left bank tributaries south of the Drumhumphry Burn, and drainage projects dating back 200 

years have left a somewhat confusing picture with channels joining the headwaters of parallel tributaries. The 

point made earlier about grain cropping of this land in earlier times is supported by the presence then of 

threshing mills and cornmills powered by these streams, and some of the aforementioned channels may have 
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been dug to ensure adequate water supplies to them; this topic is dealt with in Alastair Robertson’s account of 

watermills in the River Urr catchment.   

A minor stream, the Glenlair Burn, joins the Water of Urr about 3½km downstream from Corsock, and a short 

distance up its valley is Glenlair House. Here lived the great 19th century physicist, James Clerk Maxwell, named 

by Albert Einstein alongside Isaac Newton as one of his two greatest predecessors. Maxwell was born in 1831, 

in Edinburgh and educated there and at Cambridge University. His first appointment was as Professor of Natural 

Philosophy at Marischal College, Aberdeen in 1856, but a merger of colleges led to his position being abolished, 

and he then failed to obtain a similar appointment at Edinburgh University; he was said to be a very poor lecturer. 

However, he became Professor of Natural Philosophy at King’s College, London in 1860, and held that 

appointment for 5 years before retiring to Glenlair to run the family estate, and work on his numerous projects. 

In 1871, he was tempted back to Cambridge to become the first Cavendish Professor of Physics, where he 

planned and opened the world-famous laboratory, but his health broke down after a few years and he died of 

cancer in 1879, aged only 48. Maxwell’s greatest achievement was his unification of electricity and magnetism 

in a single theory, bringing together the work of Faraday, Oersted, Gauss and many others. He concluded that 

light was a type of electromagnetic radiation, and predicted in 1864, that radio waves must exist; they were 

found by Heinrich Hertz, 25 years later. The equations, which Maxwell deduced, and which bear his name, were 

expressed in more tractable form by Oliver Heaviside; they are the key to understanding of electromagnetism 

in all its aspects, and set Einstein on the track which led to his ground-breaking theory of Special Relativity. 

Maxwell’s range was remarkable; he proved 

that the rings of Saturn were not solid but 

made up from separate small particles, he 

produced the first colour photograph, and 

significantly advanced understanding of 

colour vision, he developed the theory of 

statistical mechanics of molecules in gases, 

which made possible quantitative 

predictions of properties, providing the 

foundation, built upon by Ludwig Boltzmann 

and Willard Gibbs, and with a paper on 

governors, gave the first theoretical 

underpinning of control theory. That list is by 

no means exhaustive, because he made 

other significant contributions to science. 

Maxwell’s father had inherited the Glenlair 

estate and built a house there in the early 

1830s. His son made alterations and 

additions, but two fires in 1899 and 1929, 

more or less destroyed the property. Part has been rebuilt, and a ‘Maxwell at Glenlair’ Trust is continuing 

renovations; there is a museum at his birthplace, 14 India Street, Edinburgh. In 2008, the statue of the seated 

physicist, shown in the photograph, was erected at the east end of George Street, in the Scottish capital, an 
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appropriate, if overdue addition, to those of two other intellectual titans, with strong links to the city, David Hume, 

and Adam Smith. Maxwell was buried in Parton churchyard, 7½km south-west of Glenlair, on the left bank of 

the River Dee. He had been a deeply religious man, who will have known the church built in 1832, and he, his 

father, and his wife are buried in an enclosure formed amidst the ruins of a 16th century church that was its 

predecessor. 

…………………………… 

A short distance to the east of the river, but still well within the catchment is the village of Kirkpatrick Durham 

which was founded to house hand-loom weavers in the late 18th century. It may have been larger in its early 

years but now comprises two intersecting streets, lined with whitewashed cottages and 2-storey houses. The 

church, which was regularly attended by the Maxwells, is of the 19th century, but the parish is much older, and 

there is a plaque in the church commemorating Gabriel Semple, who in 1662 was deprived of the living because 

of his adherence to Presbyterianism. Thereafter he became a field or conventicle preacher and lived a charmed 

life during the years of state persecution of his co-religionists, known as the ‘Killing Times’. He was given shelter 

in Corsock Castle by John Neilson, who was executed in Edinburgh in 1666 for his covenanting involvements; 

in November of that year Semple was present at the Battle of Rullion Green, after which he was denounced as 

a rebel and fled to Ireland. He was back in Scotland by 1674, when large sums were offered for his 

apprehension, and it was declared to be treason for anyone to harbour or correspond with him. He was finally 

captured at Cockburnspath in 1681, but curiously was released on some kind of bail, and fled to England, then  

a separate country. He seems to have resumed preaching around Glasgow in 1688, before in 1689, the Glorious 

Revolution changed everything. Presbyterianism became the established religion in Scotland, and Semple 

resumed his ministry at Kirkpatrick Durham, before moving to a living in Jedburgh, where he died in 1706. 

Returning to the Water of Urr, tree-lined and 

still passing through fields of pasture, the 

B794 can be followed southwards into the 

hamlet of Old Bridge of Urr. The bridge in 

question may be the oldest in Galloway, built 

in the late 16th century, though without 

wading into the river, only the carriageway 

and relatively modern parapets are visible. It 

is built of granite rubble, with 2 stilted 

segmental arches, each spanning c7.5m. It 

was widened to the north (upstream) in 1772 to increase the carriageway width from 2.6m to almost 4m, the 

parapets were rebuilt in the mid-19th century, and further repairs were carried out in c1900. As can be seen in the 

photograph of the unaltered face, the arch rests on flush single arch rings made of roughly cut voussoirs, and 

the cutwater on a wide pier is brought to a point at the level of the crown of the arch. There are two red sandstone 

panels both badly eroded but bearing, amongst heraldic symbols, a date 1580.  

Beyond the bridge, and a small scatter of whitewashed houses, the river swings gently to the south-east, 

heading for another small settlement, the Haugh of Urr. The Scottish military roads are sometimes assumed to 

be confined to the Highlands, but one was constructed in the early 1760s by Major Rickson between Bridge of 

Sark in the east and Stranraer and Port Patrick in the west, a distance of around 160km. Its purpose was to 
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ease the movement of British soldiers to 

Ireland, using the shortest sea-crossing. The 

River Urr was bridged at the Haugh of Urr; 

the bridge is shown and it is likely to have 

been built in c1763, albeit refurbished since 

then; the doubt is due to the fact that the 

constructers of the military roads were willing 

to use existing bridges if they were near the 

intended line, and did not deviate much from 

standard dimensions, so it is possible that a 

few bridges on the military roads are older, 

but not I think, this one. The 2 segmental 

arches probably each span c12m and the arch rings of dressed voussoirs are flush below hood moulds. The 

cutwaters rise to shallow refuges, in a carriageway, c3.2m wide, so it carries one-way traffic only now. There is 

another bridge just to the north, crossing the Spottes Burn, a left bank tributary of the River Urr, but it has either 

been widened or more likely, replaced. Just upstream of Haugh of Urr bridge, and visible from it, on the left 

bank, is Spottes Hall, a late 18th century Georgian mansion, enlarged in the late 19th century, and set in fairly 

extensive grounds. As it is a private dwelling, perhaps on the market, I shall not go into more detail. 

Haugh of Urr is a village of a few hundred 

inhabitants served by a hostelry but no 

shops. The housing is predominantly white-

washed cottages, on a small grid of roads 

defined by the intersection of the B794, and 

the Old Military Road. A haugh is a meadow 

beside a stream, and there are three of the 

latter around the village, namely the Water 

of Urr and two tributaries. The river swings 

southwards from here, as does the B794, 

and about 1½km downstream the Mote of 

Urr, earthworks which survive from a 12th 

century motte and bailey castle, can be 

glimpsed between trees lining the road. In 

turn the road and the river can be seen near 

the bottom of the aerial photograph, taken 

from the east. The castle took the form of a traditional motte-and-bailey fortification. Its earthwork defences were 

augmented by timber palisades whilst the motte would have been topped by a tall, wooden tower. Then, the 

Water of Urr split in two, running both east and west of the castle, creating an island.  

The castle was built in 1165, probably by Walter of Berkeley, at a time when Scottish Kings, David I and William 

the Lion, were investing Norman knights with lands, in an effort to exert control over Galloway, which was still 

semi-independent. Lord Uhtred of Galloway was then acknowledging the overlordship of King William, but his 
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position was destabilised in 1174 when the 

said King was captured in Alnwick in a 

botched attempt to recover the Earldom of 

Northumberland. A disaster for Scotland, as 

to gain his freedom the King had to 

acknowledge English overlordship for 15 

years, and pay a huge ransom, but worse for 

Uhtred who was mutilated and killed after his 

brother Gilbert mounted a successful revolt. 

The Mote of Urr, a symbol of Norman 

influence was burnt to the ground then. It was re-occupied in the 13th century, when Scottish control had been 

established, and became a possession of the Balliol family. King Edward I awarded the castle, by this time 

incorporating a stone keep, to the Percy family in the 1280s. It was an early target for King Robert the Bruce 

who succeeded in capturing and destroying it in 1307. The photograph above conveys an idea of its dominance 

in the landscape. The Mote was excavated by a noted archaeologist, Brian Hope-Taylor in the 1950s but only 

fairly meagre dating evidence was found, and not untypically, Hope-Taylor never got round to reporting the 

work; a formal report appeared in 2019, 65 years after the long-dead archaeologist finished working on the site. 

The  landscape on both banks of the river is entirely of farm fields, the great majority pasture, but a few are 

cropped, and although the low hills round about are wooded, it is a lowland scene with the river flowing below 

the 30m contour. The Water of Urr is fast approaching the one town in the catchment, Dalbeattie, on the left 

bank, but before getting  there, flows past  is another important fortalice on the right bank, Buittle Castle, or 

more correctly Buittle Castles. The first castle on the site was erected around the turn of the 13th century, most 

likely by Alan, Lord of Galloway, who maintained a degree of independence from the Scottish King, and had a 

role in English affairs, not least in the negotiations around King John’s signing of the Magna Carta. When Alan 

died without a legitimate male heir in 1231, King Alexander III of Scotland forced the division of his lands 

between his 3 daughters, so ending any semblance of independence of the lordship.  Buittle Castle passed to 

John de Baliol (the elder), Lord of Barnard Castle, when he married Alan’s eldest daughter, Devorgilla. 

They transformed the original castle; the 

ditched mound, shown towards the top-left 

in the RCAHMS aerial photograph, was 

provided with a rectangular stone curtain 

wall of dimensions, 45 X 35m and 

defensive towers. They added a large 

bailey covering most of the area shown in 

the photograph, so creating a 4-sided 

enclosure castle. At each corner, and mid-

way along one long side there was a round 

tower, and an arched gateway protected 

with flanker walls and a drawbridge over a 

pit was the main entrance, next to the northernmost riverside tower. It was at Buittle Castle, that Devorgilla 
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signed the charter to found Baliol College. 

Her son, John (the younger) succeeded 

her, but made no secret of his English 

affiliation, before and after becoming King 

of Scots in 1292. However, King Edward’s 

demands became too great for him to 

comply, given Scottish hostility, and in 

1296, his abdication was forced by the 

English King, who ruled directly thereafter; 

Buittle Castle passed to a succession of 

English owners, before King Robert the 

Bruce captured and destroyed it in 1313. The photograph shows surviving fragments of the 13th century 

buildings. Its story was nowhere near complete, because in the confusion which followed the death of King 

Robert, and his main lieutenants, in c1330, Edward Baliol (son of King John) asserted his right to rule, with 

English help gained by his acknowledging the overlordship of King Edward III. He was based in Buittle during 

the 25 years of sporadic Civil War which followed, before he accepted defeat; an  L-shaped hall building in the 

bailey,  is thought to have been his residence. After Baliol’s death, the castle was repossessed by the 

Douglases, but it was not their main base. The Maxwells were the next owners and in the late 16th century, they 

built a tower to the west of the old site but it fell into disrepair in the 18th century. It has been restored (it is on 

the right in the aerial photograph), and is now a private home, opened to public view on diverse occasions.  

Just past the castle, upstream of the tidal 

limit, there is a metering station, where the 

mean flow rate in the Water of Urr is 

measured as 62000 gallons per minute. The 

largest tributary, Kirkgunzeon Lane, joins the 

river below this point, and I will need to 

consider it, to give an estimate of the river 

flow rate; I do so later. Just beyond the 

metering station is Buittle Bridge which 

carries the A711 into Dalbeattie. The bridge, 

shown in the postcard, was built in the 

1790s, replacing a short-lived 2-span bridge 

upstream, and is an elegant single, segmental arch spanning 27m; the carriageway is c4m wide so single-way 

traffic is  prescribed. From here a short drive (or walk) eastwards brings the traveller to Dalbeattie. 

…………………………………. 
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The earliest record of a settlement in the 

town dates from the mid-17th century, but it 

began to take shape a century later, as a 

planned village. At this time, the main 

sources of employment were watermills 

grinding corn, and making paper and linen, 

later augmented by a waulk mill, and 

sawmill, utilising water in the Barr (or Dalbeattie) Burn which flowed through the town to join the Water of Urr. A 

forge mill was opened in the 1830s to make agricultural machinery, and though the mill is long gone the mill 

buildings have been converted into holiday cottages and a water wheel which used to be supplied by a lade can 

still be seen as shown in the publicity shot, a nice reminder of the town’s past. The granite quarry at Craignair, 

on the west side of the river, opened in c1800, and initially the crushed granite was shipped out from a small 

port in the town, but when the Dumfries to Castle Douglas Railway arrived in 1859, the quarry owners saw the 

opportunity to reduce their transport costs. A rail connection to the new line would have required an expensive 

river bridge, so they decided on an aerial rope bridge, the first in Scotland, though there were some in  England.  

The crushed granite was conveyed to a 

special railway siding in the town, shown in 

the photograph, by buckets drawn by a wire 

rope running round pulleys at each end. At 

the quarry end, the buckets first moved 

along a track under crusher bins, where 6 of 

them could be loaded at once, each with a 

tenth of a tonne of stone. They were then 

taken on by the cable a distance of c800m, 

over the river to the railway, where the 

buckets were tilted to allow them to fill wagons. The cable was supported on 6 steel trestles, up to 15m high; 

and the carrying capacity was 250 tons per day. There is a dearth of information about this fairly unique piece 

of industrial archaeology, and I know neither when it started operation, though it appears first on maps around 

the turn of the 20th century, nor when it ceased to operate, though it may have continued in use until the 1950s. 

The Craignair Quarry is prominent, as viewed 

from the town in the old postcard, and granite 

is still being carved out of the hill. However, 

relatively few are employed there now, 

compared with 400 or more in the 19th century. 

The town’s watermills have shut down, and an 

early-20th century company set up to make 

cyclecars, (lightweight cars with motorcycle 

engines), failed fairly quickly. Dalbeattie is 

now a local centre, a commuter town for 

Dumfries, and a tourist centre. Its population 
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of c4200 is much as it was at the end of the 19th century. Its relatively recent origins mean that there are no  

distinguished old buildings. The housing is a mainly a mix of new bungalows and refurbished workers cottages, 

and there is a fair selection of shops, mainly on the High Street, in part no doubt because the town has no 

supermarket. Dalbeattie High School, recently moved to new premises, has 400 pupils, and there is also a 

primary school. A football team, Dalbeattie Star F.C had great success in lower leagues before advancing to 

the Scottish Lowland League, in which they held their own after joining in 2013, at least until the 2019/2020 

season. In sum, Dalbeattie is a  pleasant rural town, but without eye-catching features. 

Mention was made of the existence of a port 

at Dalbeattie in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

The Dub o' Hass or 'Pool at the Throat' as it 

translates from 18th century Scots is the 

name given to the now derelict port, just 

above the point where the Dalbeattie (or 

Barr) Burn meets the right bank of the river.  

Vessels of 60 tonnes were able to get there 

manoeuvred round the tight bends in the 

lower river by men with poles and 

sometimes horses hauling on ropes; they 

could turn around in a basin created by scouring by the joining streams. In 1848 a timber jetty was built on the 

north side of the river, and ships were built on the south (right) bank, between1800-1840. In fact the port 

extended as far as Palnackie, 5km downstream with a number of wharves on the banks of the intervening 

stretch of river. Lime and coal from Whitehaven, cattle feed, and timber from the Baltic and general cargo from 

various sources, together with rags for paper-making and fertiliser materials (including bonemeal) were landed. 

Grain, hides, granite setts and kerbstones, tiles and bricks were exported throughout the 19th century. Barge 

loads of fertiliser and feed were reaching the harbour as late as the 1960s, but by then silting was rendering 

passage very difficult. At its zenith in 1907, the various quays of the Port of Dalbeattie were visited by 106 sailing 

vessels and 23 steamers, which unloaded 8,985 tons of cargo and took on 12,764 tons. The old photograph 

shows ships in the upper pool at Dub O’ Haas. 

The Dalbeattie or Barr Burn is the downstream end of the Kirkgunzeon Lane, a stream which emerges from 

Lochaber Loch near the watershed with the River Nith catchment, to the north-east of Dalbeattie. The stream 

collects water from another small loch, Loch Arthur, when it arrives at Beeswing, a small 19th century estate 

village. There was a crannog on this loch, with a typical underwater access walkway, and a medieval hall-house 

appears to have used the site, later. Near the right bank, a short distance downstream is Drumcoltran Tower, 

in a farm steading beside the A711. It was built by an Edward Maxwell, in the 1550s. In later centuries, the tower 

had various owners, and continued to be occupied until c1900, so remained roofed, though the upper floors 

collapsed, before it passed into state hands. As built the tower was rectangular with dimensions 10.2 X 8m, and 

it is 12.5m high to a wall walk surrounding the roof and attic. The ground floor was a vaulted room, originally 

used for storage, which from the 1700s also housed  the kitchen, complete with fireplace. As originally built the 

first floor was a single room, used as the hall, though it was divided into three rooms in the 1800s, and above it 

would have been private rooms (bedrooms) The tower has not been heavily refurbished, but as can be seen in 
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the photograph, taken from the south-east, 

the whitewashed buildings beside it, and 

the windows in the lower floor, destroy the 

general ambience. The windows in the 

ground floor today would have 

compromised the defensive effectiveness 

of the tower house and were only added 

later in the tower's life. The building was, 

for much of its life, physically connected to 

a house immediately to its south-west, but 

the connection was removed in 1990 when 

that house was reduced to a single storey 

shed.  

The curious name Kirkgunzeon may mean 

‘the church of St. Finian’, quite a jump;  he 

was a Irish saint said to have instructed St. 

Columba in the 6th century. The attractive 

village of that name sits astride the stream 

and comprises mainly whitewashed 

cottages; the church is not very old, dating 

from the late 18th century, but it is assumed 

to have had much older predecessors. Just 

to the south are remnants of Corra Castle, 

again in a farm steading and built by a 

member of the Maxwell clan, but they 

amount only to a gable and part of a side 

wall so need not detain us. As the stream 

approaches Dalbeattie it passes between 

two more ruined castles; on the left bank is 

Barclosh Castle of which the remaining 

fragment is shown in the upper photograph. 

It almost seems superfluous to say that this 

was another tower built by the Maxwells in 

c1600. On the right bank is Edingham 

Castle easily viewed from the B793 road as 

in the lower photograph. This tower house 

was built by a family called Livingstone in 

c1570, and passed from them to the 

Afflecks in 1660. The latter reduced it in 

height from 4 to 3 storeys in the 18th 

century, and it probably became ruinous early in the next century. As built, it had dimensions 8.6 X 7.2m, with 
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walls c1m thick; there was a vaulted basement, divided in two, with a hall filling the floor above. No doubt, the 

upper storeys were private rooms, and all floors were reached by an entrance to the north-west, and a spiral 

stair. The low wall is not an early structure. It is worth remembering that the castles were all built long before 

Dalbeattie became a significant settlement, at a time when landowners still felt the need for protection from 

outlaws, their neighbours, and raiders from further afield; the towers provided a refuge for dependents and 

tenants, and only became redundant part-way through the 17th century, when the said landowners began to 

move to more comfortable accommodation. 

Kirkgunzeon Lane under its various names 

is the largest tributary of the Water of Urr, 

flowing for 17km from Lochaber Loch to 

meet its parent river. The photograph shows 

the stream, flowing alongside a pond in 

Colliston Park in the centre of Dalbeattie. It 

joins the Water of Urr, after flowing another 

kilometre or so, just downstream of the point 

where the mean flow rate in the river was 

measured as 62000 gallons per minute. An estimate of river flow rate based on views like that above is little 

better than a guess, but I should be very surprised if the addition of the water coming from Kirkgunzeon Lane 

does not raise the flow rate in the Water of Urr to c75000 gallons per minute. South of the confluence, the Water 

of Urr is hemmed in to the east by the large Dalbeattie Forest which extends from the town southwards, and 

covers over 1000ha, while a little further to the west is the smaller Ramshaw Wood. In both, there are hillforts; 

Moyle Hillfort in a clearing in the former, is a large univallate structure with a stone wall, and it either encloses 

or is built over a much smaller walled area. In Ramshaw Wood the fort is indistinct and tree covered, but 

apparently served as a burial site for covenanters killed during the troubled 17th century, but the graves are 

unmarked. 

…………………………………. 

The remainder of the course of the Water of 

Urr is shown  in Mr. Thorburn’s photograph, 

which looks south. The bay to the right of the 

estuary is Orchardton Bay, which will be 

mentioned later. The bends in the river which 

made for difficulties in getting ships of any 

size up to Dalbeattie are clear. Palnackie is 

on the right bank of the river, while Kippford 

is further downstream on the left  bank of the 

estuary. The former is a village with about 

200 inhabitants, and it was the main port of 

the Water of Urr, capable of receiving ships of up to 350 tonnes, when the tide was in.  
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The tide is more or less fully out in the 

Google view, and it seems hard to believe 

that ships of any size could dock there, but 

during the 1940s and 1950s, ammunition 

barges would unload at Palnackie to send 

their cargoes by road to Edingham Depot 

(near the castle described earlier). As late as 

1965, the Port Mill unloaded fertiliser there, 

but since then, cockling and fishing vessels 

and occasional pleasure craft have been the 

only callers. For those who need convincing 

as to its usefulness as a small port, I attach 

the lower photograph. Palnackie has another 

claim to fame, if that is the right word, as for 

a couple of decades up to 2015, it was the 

home of the Flounder Tramping World 

Championship. Apparently an old method of 

catching flatfish on mudflats, like those 

around the Solway Firth, was to wade, and 

detect them with the bare feet, upon which 

the fish would be impaled on a 3-pronged 

spear. By all accounts, hundreds of people took part, but in recent years, Health and Safety Concerns have 

brought the event to an end, though it is not clear whether the concern was for the flounders, or the trampers, 

who ran the risk of impaling themselves, rather than a fish. 

Beyond Palnackie the Water of Urr enters its 

estuary, though a river channel remains well 

defined at low tide. On the left bank is 

Kippford, once better known as Scaur, a 

village of less than 200 people, hemmed in 

by wooded hills behind, but a considerable, 

and judging by the photograph, attractive 

looking holiday resort, with a large caravan 

site, the Solway yacht club, and hostelries, if 

no church or post office. The village seems 

to have grown up as a centre for building of 

small boats and repair of larger ones, in the 

19th century, but for a long time there was no road connection; a boat or a walk along the beach was required 

to get there. 

Moving on along the left bank of the estuary, the next landmark is another hillfort, the Mote of Mark, which 

occupies the summit of an irregular rocky hillock beside the shore. Shaped like a boot, with its toe pointing to 
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the north, the irregular interior measures 

about 67 X 32m. A rampart can be traced 

round the margin of the summit, though it 

has largely collapsed into massive screes of 

rubble, and it is possible that there was a 

second outer rampart. No trace of an 

entrance can be seen, presumably because 

the rampart is in such a decayed state. The 

site was excavated at various time in the 

century before 2006, and the artefacts 

found, some from the Mediterranean, and radio-carbon dating of timbers in the ramparts suggest occupation 

between the 4th and 7th centuries. It seems that metal manufacture of iron, copper, gold, and silver objects took 

place on the site. The information has been taken from the website, https://hillforts.arch.ox.ac.uk., The Atlas of 

Hillforts of Great Britain and Ireland. The aerial view which shows some of the features mentioned is taken from 

another website, http://merlintrail.com/mote-of-mark-gallery.  

Continuing southwards, the hamlet of 

Rockcliffe is at the end of the coast road, and 

presents another attractive scene with 

whitewashed buildings beneath wooded 

hills, Kippford in miniature. In the estuary 

which is called Rough Firth here, is a small 

uninhabited island, Rough Island which can be reached by way of a causeway from the north, when the tide is 

out. It is a nesting site for many waders and seabirds, so visitors are not encouraged to visit in spring. A detour 

inland from Rockcliffe is required to reach Castle Point, by way of a caravan park and a walk over rough grass. 

Here there was a promontory fort, with defences comprising two elements. An inner wall closed off the top of 

the promontory, with its ends resting on the cliff-edge to either side, enclosing an area of dimensions 42 X 25m. 

Outside was an outer ditch of breadth 6m, with an external rampart, set towards the foot of the slope. Gaps in 

the ramparts, linked by a causeway across the ditch and a pathway gave entrance. Perhaps the 2 lines of 

defence were installed at different times, near the middle of the 1st millennium AD. Castle Point on the left bank 

marks Urr Waterfoot stretching westwards across the river, as seen in the above photograph. To the east, the 

Colvend coast which stretches to Southerness and the River Nith estuary, provides facilities for holiday-makers 

Returning to Palnackie, on the right bank of the Water of Urr, and proceeding downstream along the estuary, a 

small detour to the west brings Orchardton Tower into view beside a farm steading. The round tower and its 

ancillary buildings were erected by John Cairns in c1460. A member of the Maxwell clan obtained possession 

in 1615, and descendants lived there until a new house was built nearby in the 1760s. The tower itself was 

maintained in good order externally, though floors collapsed, and the ancillary buildings to its east fell into ruin; 

it is now a Historic Scotland property. There is no other such round tower in Scotland, though outwardly it bears 

some resemblance to the brochs of a much earlier time period. Its external diameter is 9m at the base tapering 

https://hillforts.arch.ox.ac.uk/
http://merlintrail.com/mote-of-mark-gallery
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slightly as it rises to a height of 11m at  the 

top of the corbel-supported parapet. The 

walls are up to 2.7m thick at basement level, 

though only 1.5m thick at the top; a spiral 

staircase in the wall gave access to the 2 

upper storeys and the roof walk. The vaulted 

basement is rectangular, but the other rooms 

are circular; obviously the space available is 

limited. Ancillary buildings to the east 

comprised cellars below, and a hall above, 

though there is no evidence of a protective 

barmkin wall. The photograph was taken 

from the east, and shows the ruined ancillary 

buildings in front of the tower. Strictly, the 

tower is outwith the catchment of the Water 

of Urr, because it sits beside the Orchardton 

Burn which reaches the Solway Firth in Orchardton Bay, round a headland, west of the estuary of the Water of 

Urr, but I could not justify passing  a few hundred metres to its east without mention. 

Moving south along the Almorness 

Peninsula (between Orchardton Bay and the 

Water of Urr estuary), another hillfort is 

encountered, but I shall leave its description 

to https://hillforts.arch.ox.ac.uk. The track 

leading to Almorness Point, the right bank 

termination of the Water of Urr is through 

woods for most of the way, before the rocky 

shore is reached.  Here one can look east along the imaginary line to Castle Point, which marks the mouth of 

the River Urr, but the journey is not quite complete. A few hundred metres to the south is Hestan Island, shown 

in the photograph, with points of interest helpfully marked, the north/south (lengthwise) dimension is 460m, and 

the peak height is c50m. It is said to be linked to Almorness Point by a causeway, the Rack in the annotated 

photograph, but really the access is by way of rocks which emerge as the sea recedes. There is a cottage just 

visible on the north of the island which is rentable, and the occupants are the only inhabitants of the island. 

Hestan Island was owned by Dundrennan Abbey in the 12th and 13th centuries and monks from the Cistercian 

Abbey fished around the island. The remains of the ‘Monk’s Pool’, a walled enclosure, in which they trapped 

fish at low tide, are apparently still visible at the end of the Rack. Edward Baliol the persistent claimant to the 

Scottish throne after 1330, built a manor house on the island in 1342, which presumably offered him greater 

security than Buittle Castle, when his cause was at a low ebb. Moving forward to the 18th century, caves at the 

South end of the island were used by smugglers. A copper mine extending 70m into the rocky ground, was 

opened in the 1840s, and substantial amounts were shipped to Swansea; the copper may well have ended as 

sheathing for wooden naval ships, to  prevent the damage caused by teredo worms. The lighthouse is 

https://hillforts.arch.ox.ac.uk/
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automated, powered by solar panels, but its predecessors including the first, built in 1850 by Alan Stevenson, 

uncle of Robert Louis Stevenson, were manned. Daft Anne’s Steps are a natural feature comprising a set of 

round pillars extending south from the beach; they are so named because allegedly a young lady of limited 

intelligence was drowned trying to cross Auchencairn Bay to reach that point on the island. 

…………………….. 

The Water of Urr flows 46km from its source beside Loch Urr, to its mouth between Castle Point and Almorness 

Point, though other lengths greater and smaller are sometimes quoted. As noted earlier, the mean outflow is 

c75000 gallons per minute, so the Water of Urr can be described as a medium-sized river. Its course is not 

through land of particular beauty, except perhaps near the mouth, with the banks mainly a mixture of forests 

and pastoral fields. There are few buildings of distinction in the catchment, though earthworks from long-gone 

fortalices, are a source of interest. As regards settlements, apart from Dalbeattie, a pleasant rural town, none 

are of any size, nor of great age. The Old Bridge of Urr  stands out as probably the oldest bridge in the region, 

though unfortunately it is nearly impossible to view it as an entity. The tabulations of watermills mills produced 

by Alastair Robertson, which follow, are of interest in themselves, and for the light they shed on the very different 

patterns of land use between the 19th and 21st centuries. 
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Appendix: Table 1: Watermills on the Water of Urr and its main tributaries 

 

 
Water of Urr 

 Mill Mill Type 

U1 Crogo Corn 

U2 Bar Hill Corn 

U3 Wauk Mill Wauk 

U4 Old Bridge of Urr Corn 

 

  

North 

C1 

Kirkgunzeon Lane 

 

Kirkgunzeon Lane 

 

Spottes 
Burn  

Crofts 
Burn  

Brooklands 
Burn  

Solway 

Firth 

Milton 
Loch  

Loch Urr  

Barncailzie 
Lane  

Milton 
Burn  

Dalbeattie  

S3 S4 

S5 

U3 

U4 

U2 
U1 

 

S2 

S1 

K11 

M2 

M1 

K7 

K6 K5 K4 

K3 

K2 

K1 

K10 

K9 

K8 

Dalbeattie  

Kirkgunzeon 
Lane 

 

Water of Urr 

 

Kirkpatrick 
Durham 
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Spottes Burn and Main Tributary 

 Mill Mill Type 

S1 Auchenreoch Saw, Corn 

S2 Newbank Wool 

S3 Spottes Mill Corn 

S4 Spottes Saw Mill Saw 

S5 Haugh Corn 

Crofts Burn  

C1 Lochpatrick Corn 

 

Kirkgunzeon Lane and Main Tributary 

 Mill Mill Type 

K1 Kirkgunzeon Corn 

K2 Maidenholm Forge Forge 

K3 Bar Mill Corn 

K4 Dalbeattie 1 Paper 

K5 Dalbeattie 2 Saw 

K6 Dalbeattie 3 Wauk 

K7 Dalbeattie 4 Wool 

K8 Millbush 1 Saw 

K9 Millbush 2 Corn 

K10 Dalbeattie 5 Manure 

K11 Dalbeattie 6 Saw 

Milton Burn  

M1 Milton Corn 

M2 Milton Saw 
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Table 2:  Watermills on other Water of Urr Tributaries  

Locations of Tributaries, see table below for the key to the codes 

 

Water of Urr 
Tributary 
Code Tributary Mill stream Mill Mill Type 

1U Mill Burn Mill Burn Corsock  Corn, saw 

1U Mill Burn Mill Burn Burnside  Corn, saw 

2U Tottleham Glen Burn Tottleham Glen Burn Tottleham  Saw 

3U Chapelerne Burn Chapelerne Burn Dubbidale Wool 

4U Kirkland Burn Kirkland Burn Redcastle Unknown 

5U Buittle Burn Buittle Burn Stepend Unknown 

North 

Kirkgunzeon Lane 

 

Kirkgunzeon Lane 

 

Spottes 
Burn  

Crofts 
Burn  

Brooklands 
Burn  

Solway 

Firth 

Milton 
Loch  

Loch Urr  

Barncailzie 
Lane  

Milton 
Burn  

Dalbeattie  

1M 

1S 

8U 

7U 

5U 

3U 

2U 

1U 

4U 

6U 
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Tributary 
Code Tributary Mill stream Mill Mill Type 

5U Buittle Burn Leaths Burn West Logan  Smithy 

5U Buittle Burn Leaths Burn Halketleaths  Corn 

6U Unknown Unknown Craignair Quarry 

7U Urr Unknown Barlochan Corn 

8U Mill Burn Mill Burn Barcloy Mill  Corn 

 
Spottes Burn 

Tributary 
Code Tributary Mill stream Mill Mill Type 

1S Spottes Burn Unknown Midtown Corn 

 
Milton Burn 

Tributary 
Code Tributary Mill stream Mill Mill Type 

1M Milton Burn Unknown Glenarm Wool 

 

Notes 

1. A total of 36 watermills have been found in the Water of Urr catchment (excluding threshing mills). The 

functions of all but 2 are known. There were 17 corn mills, 9 saw mills, 6 textile mills, 2 iron working mills 

(smithies and forges), 1 paper mill, 1 stone crushing mill (associated with a quarry), and 1 manure mill! The total 

is greater than 35 because a few mills changed their function during their lifetimes. 

2. The listed watermills operated primarily in the period 1750 to 1900. This helps to explain an apparent anomaly, 

namely the distribution of the corn mills as compared with current land use. Certainly, driving along the river 

valleys now, one sees rough pasture and forests in the upper reaches, and a mix of more trees, and walled 

fields containing mainly pasture, albeit that some fields are cropped with corn and root vegetables, lower down. 

However, 150 or more years ago, the landscape was different, especially as regards the absence of forests, 

mostly first planted after 1950. Certainly there would have been plenty rough pasture, but land-use information 

makes it clear that there were far more cropped fields, especially high in the valleys. Farm improvement in the 

18th century, involved enclosure, stone removal, drainage, liming and crop rotation, and even on marginal land, 

landowners and their tenants tried to grow grain, albeit mainly oats in the Water of Urr catchment. The late 18th 

and early 19th century wars interrupted importation of corn, and prices rose; the government exhorted 

landowners to grow more corn, for fear of famines, at least locally, and many did so. Concern that prices would 

collapse when the wars ended, were addressed by Corn Laws, restricting imports. However, after 1815, the 

post-war depression forced prices down and less corn was grown in places like the Water of Urr catchment, but 

it did not cease because an infrastructure had been built up, and with transport in and out of the region costly, 

local needs preserved a market. The remainder of the 19th century saw further changes, with transport links 

improving, and oats less popular for human consumption, with the result that corn growing almost ceased in the 

upper river valleys, while livestock farming increased throughout the catchment. Inevitably many cornmills 

closed, and threshing mills became redundant. Paradoxically, the present landscape misleads as regards 

sawmills as well. The substantial number were not servicing large forests, which did not exist in the 19th century, 

but the needs of estates, producing fence posts, gates, and logs. 
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Threshing Mills 

Threshing mills have been identified in the Water of Urr catchment primarily from the first edition of the Ordnance 

Survey (OS) six inch to the mile maps which were published around 1860.  Joe Rose’s “Mills in Scotland” map 

and the second edition of the OS 25 inch to the mile maps were used as supplementary sources of information.  

All three maps are available on the nls Maps site. 

All threshing mills in the Urr catchment that were marked on the OS first edition six inch maps are tabulated.  

The term threshing machine was also used on these maps,  often on farms which had mill dams and ponds, or 

streams running through them. Thus, threshing machines were recorded as threshing mills in the tables below, 

if there was a viable water supply. This may have led to the inclusion of some horse or steam powered threshing 

mills, if the available water source was not used, but probably very few. 

There were three farms where there was no note of threshing but where there was a mill pond or a mill lade.  

These were defined as having threshing mills (threshing mills were by far the most common type of farm mill). 

Using these identification techniques, Alastair Robertson lists a  total of 118 threshing mills  in the Water of Urr 

catchment.  The numbers and locations of these mills are summarised in Table 3. (The main tributaries are 

listed according to the order where they joined the Nith, beginning  upstream.) 

Table 3: Summary of the locations of threshing mills in the Water of Urr catchment 

Location of Catchment Number of 
Threshing Mills 

Water of Urr  

Source to Bridge of Urr 30 

Bridge of Urr to Solway Firth 29 

Tributaries  

Spottes Burn 5 

Kirkgunzeon Lane 32 

Milton Burn 22 

Total 118 

 
Threshing mills were found throughout the catchment.  Some were well upstream, with two over 150m above 

sea level in what now look like unpromising areas for growing grain, as discussed above.  Most were 

downstream, largely close to the Water of Urr valley or in the rolling countryside of the Kirkgunzeon Lane 

catchment. One great mystery is the general absence of sharing of such facilities which cannot have been in 

continuous use. Adjacent farms even if close together, and with the same owner, had their own threshing mills 

The individual mills are listed in Table 4.  The list starts upstream.  The table defines, where possible the name 

of threshing mill, the name of the millstream and the name of the tributary of the Nith or one of the main 

tributaries.  In addition, the Urr data has been split into two sections to help identify the location of the mills.  

Most of the identified threshing mills utilised mill dams and many were built on very small streams, often little  

more than drainage ditches.  The result is that the list in Table 4 contains many tributaries and mill streams  

which are un-named. 
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Table 4: Threshing Mills in the Water of Urr Catchment 

(a) Water of Urr: Source to Old Bridge of Urr 
 

Tributary Mill Stream  Mill 

Monybuie Burn Unknown  Nether Monybuie 

Unknown U1 Unknown U1  Knocklearn 

Unknown U2 Unknown U2  Nether Bar 

Nether Burn Auchenhay Burn  Auchenhay 

Merkland Burn Arvie Burn  Black Arvie 

Unknown U3 Unknown U3  Corsock  

Drumhumphrey Burn Drumhumphrey Burn  Drumhumphrey 

Drumhumphrey Burn Drumhumphrey Burn  Lochenkit 

Unknown U4 Unknown  Hallcroft 

Unknown U5 Unknown  Kirklebride 

Unknown U6 Unknown U6  Blackhills 

Arkland Burn Areeming Burn  Areeming 

Arkland Burn Arkland Burn  Arkland 

Unknown U7 Unknown U7  Margley 

Unknown U8 Unknown  Macartney 

Glenlair Burn Ironmannoch Burn  Ironmannoch 

Glenlair Burn Merkland Burn  Little Mochrum 

Glenlair Burn Unknown  Merkland 

Glenlair Burn Unknown  Hillside 

Glenlair Burn Unknown  Nether Corsock 

Unknown U9 Unknown U9  Nether Glenlair 

Unknown U10 Unknown U10  Walton Park Farm 

Unknown U10 Unknown U10  Walton Park 

Unknown U11 Unknown U11  Glenroan* 

Unknown U12 Unknown U12  Kilquhanidy 

Unknown U13 Unknown U13  Auchendolly 

Unknown U14 Unknown   Trowdale 

Grange Burn Unknown  Tarbreach 

Grange Burn Unknown  Garmartin 

Grange Burn Unknown  Whitecairn 

* This threshing mill was identified from the presence of mill ponds and/or mill lades 

 

(b) Water of Urr: Old Bridge of Urr to Solway Firth 
 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Chapelerne Burn Chapelerne Burn Chapelerne 

Unknown U15 Unknown U15 King's Grange 

Unknown U16 Unknown U16 Netherton of Grange 

Unknown U17 Unknown U17 Dryburgh 

Unknown U18 Unknown U18 Chapeltown 

Unknown U19 Unknown U19 Fordhouse 

Unknown U20 Unknown U20 Dunjarg 

Unknown U21 Unknown U21 Meikle Firth-Head 

Buittle Burn Unknown Allan Bank* 

Buittle Burn Unknown Guffogland* 

Buittle Burn Unknown Ernespie 

Buittle Burn Leaths Burn Leaths 

Buittle Burn Unknown Halketleaths  

Buittle Burn Unknown West Logan  

Buittle Burn Unknown Scroggiehill 
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Table 4(b) continued 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Unknown U22 Unknown U22 Little Firth-head 

Unknown U23 Unknown U23 Meikle Dalbeattie 

Unknown U24 Unknown U24 Red Weil 

Unknown U25 Unknown U25 Butterhole 

Unknown U26 Unknown U26 Little Richorn 

Unknown U27 Unknown U27 Reid Craig 

Shennan Creek Shennan Creek Upper Barbarroch 

Unknown U28 Unknown U28 South Glen 

Mill Burn Unknown Loch House 

Mill Burn Unknown Auchensheen 

Mill Burn Unknown Clonyard 

Mill Burn Unknown East Barcloy 

Mill Burn Mill Burn Nether Kirkland 

Mill Burn Unknown Upper Town of Glenstocking 
* These threshing mills were identified from the presence of mill ponds and/or mill lades 

 
(c) Spottes Burn Catchment 

 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Barcailzie Lane Unknown Shenrick 

Barcailzie Lane Unknown Auchengibbert 

Barcailzie Lane Unknown Lochpark 

Brooklands Burn Brooklands Burn Lairdlaugh 

Brooklands Burn Unknown Craigadam 

 
(d) Kirkgunzeon Lane Catchment 
 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Unknown K1 Unknown K1 Garloff 

Unknown K2 Unknown K2 Woodside 

Unknown K3 Unknown K3 Foreside 

Unknown K4 Unknown K4 Netherfield 

Unknown K5 Unknown K5 New Deanston 

Unknown K5 Unknown Upper Brae 

Unknown K5 Unknown K5 Under Brae 

Unknown K5 Unknown K5 Bourock 

Unknown K5 Unknown K5 Carswada 

Unknown K6 Unknown K6 Drum 

Unknown K6 Unknown K6 Nethertown 

Unknown K7 Unknown K7 Locharthur 

Unknown K7 Unknown Kissock 

Unknown K7 Unknown Lotus 

Unknown K8 Unknown K8 Lawston 

Unknown K9 Unknown K9 Whiteside 

Unknown K10 Unknown K10 Camphill 

Unknown K10 Unknown Byrecroft 

Unknown K10 Unknown Drumcoltran 

Drumjohn Burn Breckonside Burn Breckonside 

Drumjohn Burn Unknown Drumjohn 

Unknown K11 Unknown Killimingan 

Kirkgunzeon Lane Kirkgunzeon Lane Corra 

Unknown K12 Unknown K12 Congeith 
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Table 4(d) continued 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Unknown K13 Unknown K13 Tarkirra 

Unknown K14 Unknown K14 Upper Porterbelly 

Unknown K15 Unknown K15 Newfield 

Knock Burn Knock Burn Isles 

Unknown K16 Unknown K16 Barclosh 

Unknown K17 Unknown Meikle Culloch 

Eddington Burn Eddington Burn Torkatrine 

Kirkgunzeon Lane Kirkgunzeon Lane Nether Place 

 

(e) Milton Burn* Catchment 
 

Tributary Mill Stream Mill 

Unknown M1 Unknown M1 Little Barfill 

Unknown M2 Unknown M2 Little Milton 

Milton Burn Milton Burn Milton Mains 

Underbrae Lane Unknown Meikle Barfill 

Underbrae Lane Unknown Barnbauchle 

Underbrae Lane Unknown Three Crofts 

Underbrae Lane Underbrae Lane Mains of Auchenfranco 

Underbrae Lane Underbrae Lane Crochmore 

Underbrae Lane Underbrae Lane Barbey 

Unknown M3 Unknown M3 Burnside  

Unknown M4 Unknown M4 Meikle Culmain 

Unknown M4 Unknown M4 Little Culmain 

Unknown M5 Unknown East Glenarm 

Unknown M5 Unknown M5 Meikle Kirkland 

Unknown M5 Unknown M5 Crofthead 

Unknown M5 Unknown M5 Stonehouse 

Unknown M6 Unknown Blaiket Mains 

Unknown M7 Unknown Alleyford 

Unknown M7 Unknown Meickle Cocklick 

Unknown M7 Unknown Little Cocklick 

Unknown M8 Unknown Carton 

Unknown M9 Unknown Townhead of Culloch 

* The Milton Burn changes name three times as it flows downstream: it becomes the Culmain Burn, then 
Cocklick Lane and finally the Culloch Burn which flows into the Kirkgunzeon Lane. 
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Watermills in the Auchencairn Bay and Orchardton Bay Catchment 
 
These 20 watermills are on smallish streams flowing into the 2 bays named. Although strictly outwith the Water 

of Urr catchment, they are immediately adjacent, west of its estuary, and it seems sensible to include them here 

to give a full picture for the locality. As can be seen in Table 5, threshing mills predominate once again. 

 
Table 5: Numbers of Mills by Mill Type 

Mill Type Number 

Corn 2 

Saw 2 

Wool 1 

Threshing  14 

Unknown 1 

 
Table 6: List of Mills in the Auchencairn Bay and Orchardton Bay Catchment 

River Mill stream Mill Mill Type 

Unknown 1 Unknown Auchenfad Threshing 

Auchencairn Burn Meadowhead Burn Auchenleck Mill Threshing 

Auchencairn Burn Unknown Mains of Collin Threshing 

Auchencairn Burn Auchencairn Burn Collin Bridge Mill Wool 

Auchencairn Burn Auchencairn Burn Collin Mill Saw 

Auchencairn Burn Unknown The Ha' Threshing 

Auchencairn Burn Auchencairn Burn Dundrennan Mill Corn 

Muckle Lane Unknown Hardhills Threshing 

Bankend Burn Bankend Burn Torr House Threshing 

Unknown 2 Unknown 2 Old Torr Threshing 

Slaterow Burn Slaterow Burn Screel Threshing 

Slaterow Burn Troudale Burn Slate Row Mill Saw 

Doach Burn Doach Burn Castlegower Threshing 

Doach Burn Unknown Borland Threshing 

Doach Burn Unknown Glen Yerrock Threshing 

Potterland Lane Potterland Burn Potterland Mill Corn 

Potterland Lane Potterland Burn Potterland  Threshing 

Potterland Lane Potterland Lane New Mills Unknown 

Little Lane Little Lane Old Orchardtown Threshing 

Unknown 3 Unknown 3 Nethertown of Almorness Threshing 

 
The mills are listed by stream and the streams are listed by location, moving clockwise from the south west 
corner of Auchencairn Bay to the south east corner of Orchardton Bay. For each stream, the starting-point is 
the source and other mills are listed in order, moving downstream towards the bay. 
 
The Doach Burn changes name to Potterland Lane before entering Orchardton Bay. 
 


