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CL3
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CL16
CL17
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CL19
CL20
CL21
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BRIDGE
Bangor Bridge
Bro Machno ‘Roman’ Bridge
Caergwrle PH Bridge
Caerhun Pont y Ddol
Cysylltau Bridge
Holt Bridge
Llanfair Bridge
Llangollen Bridge
Melai Bridge
Pont Ar Lledr
Pont Carrog
Pont Cilan
Pont Dafydd
Pont Dyffrdwy
Pont Eyarth
Pont Fawr
Pont Gorswen
Pont Hafod Arfon
Pont Llyn Gigfran
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Pont Rhyd-y-Cilgwyn
Pont Sarn-Ddu
Pont Traws-afon
Pont y Ddol

OS Location
SJ 388 454
SH 807 529
SJ 306 576
SH 764 711
SJ 268 420
SJ 412 544
SH 927 703
SJ 215 422
SH 901 678
SH 797 541
SJ 115 437
SJ 021 375
SJ 044 750
SJ 053 412
SJ 127 553
SH 798 615
SH 762 713
SH 757 620
SJ 019 469
SJ 134 527
SJ106 632
SJ 108 604
SH 711 516
SJ 027 546
SH 986 726
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BUILD DATE
c1500
16/17th C
17th C
17/18th C
1697
14th C
17th C?
1345
17th C
17th C
1661
17/18th C
1630
1612
17/18th C
1636
16/17th C
17/18th C
17th C
17/18th C
17/18th C
17th C
15th C?
17/18th C
17/18th C

CL30

No.
CL26
CL27
CL28
CL29
CL30

BRIDGE
Pont y Pair
Pont Ysbyty Ifan
Pont-y-cambwll
Rhuddlan Bridge
Sarn Bridge

OS Location
SH 792 567
SH 842 488
SJ 071 710
SJ 022 780
SJ 440 447

Information sheets are provided for all the bridges listed.
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BUILD DATE
15th C
17/18th C
17/18th C
16th C
1627

CL1. Bangor Bridge over the River Dee at
Bangor-is-y-coed dates from c1500, though it
was damaged during the Civil War and
repaired, perhaps substantially, in 1658. The
A525 now bypasses the village, which is
7½km south-east of Wrexham, so the bridge
carries only local traffic. The fabric is red
sandstone, with parts rubble-built, and the rest
made of regularly shaped dressed blocks. The
length is 70m, with the largest of 5 threecentred arches spanning c11.5m. There are
triple arch rings built in three orders, as can be
seen in the photograph alongside. The
carriageway width is 3.3m, between parapets
made of rectangular blocks, and it has not
been widened. Unusually, each pier has
truncated cut-waters, upstream and downstream, carried upwards to provide trapezoidal refuges. Access is
good from all sides, and the bridge viewed as an entity as in the photograph below is a really fine spectacle.
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CL2. Bro Machno Roman Bridge is disused but still spans the River Machno, north of the B4406 close to its
junction with the A5, and a short distance south of Betwys-y-Coed. It has been largely reduced to the abutments
and the voussoirs, has a span of 8.2m and is 2.7m wide. Enough of the stonework remains in the abutments to
show that the North Wales signature of a single ring of shaped voussoirs beneath a hood mould was present,
and that the fabric was rubble. There is no sign of parapets. The build date is normally taken to be 16/17 th
century, though its appearance gives little guidance. It is not immediately obvious why the decision was taken
to build a replacement alongside, rather than to widen and strengthen the existing bridge. The bridge is easily
viewed from that replacement.
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CL3. Caergwrle Packhorse Bridge crosses the River Alyn, a tributary of the River Dee, in the village of the
same name which is 8km north of Wrexham. It is c50m long in total, built of sandstone and freestone rubble
with low parapets (18th or 19th century replacements) and curved sandstone capping stones. The bridge spans
the river in two places by means of four crude segmental arches, with three sets of surviving triangular cutwaters,
two of which retain refuges. 3 arches span the western branch of the river, separated by a causeway from the
single arch crossing the eastern stream; all have single flush arch rings. In addition, there are 3 additional
smaller arches in the causeway, which extends some distance to the east. The 3 western river arches are 1.2m
wide, while the eastern river arch is 1.5m wide. The photographs below show a downstream view of the western
arches (above) and a wider upstream view. It is thought by all authorities that the bridge as we now see it dates
from the mid-17th century, but that there may be medieval survivals, though there have been major repairs
amounting almost to rebuilds, the most recent after serious damage by flooding in 2000. The bridge is easily
approached along Fellows Lane from the east.
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CL4. Caerhun Pont y Ddol carries a minor
road leading from the B5106, over the River
Roe, a left bank tributary of the River
Conway, north-west of the hamlet of
Caerhun. It is a rubble-built, stilted, shallow
segmental arch, with the characteristic North
Wales arrangement of single arch rings
recessed below hood moulds. The bridge
has been widened, with the transition visible
in the photograph alongside, which was
taken from downstream. It is possible that
widening has taken place on both faces,
though the evidence for an upstream
extension in the soffits is inconclusive. The
bridge may be a bit over 4m wide now, which
implies that it was once less than 3m wide. It
was built in the 17/18th century according to
the Listing and I cannot tighten that estimate.
It remains only to confirm that access downstream is good, but that upstream views are obtainable only from
roadway level.
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CL5. Cysylltau Bridge carries a minor road
over the River Dee, in the shadow of
Telford’s renowned Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.
An inscription of '1697' must relate to the
date of construction, although only the south
arch and the lower part of the south pier
appear to date from this period. The rest of
the bridge probably dates from the 18th
century, when the bridge was widened
slightly, though only to 3m. Signs of this can
be seen in the photograph alongside taken
from upstream in the soffits of the nearest
arch to the camera, i.e. the south arch. It
appears that c0.5m was added to the width
there. Constructed of ashlar sandstone, the
3-arched bridge is of length 48m, made up of arches of spans, (from the south) of 10.7m, 14m and 14.2m and
piers carrying full-height cutwaters forming triangular refuges at both faces. The south pier is twice stepped,
presumably to accommodate the widening, and the north pier is stepped once. The segmental arches have
slightly recessed voussoirs (otherwise double arch rings in two orders), and central slightly projecting keystones,
which may be more a mark of the rebuilding than an early appearance of the feature. The fabric is ashlar.
Unfortunately there was too much foliage to allow me to view the downstream face of the south arch, but I
believe the rebuild preserved the then-remaining original features.
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CL6. Holt Bridge spans the River Dee, separating Welsh Denbighshire from English Cheshire, and the villages
of Holt and Farndon. There remain 8 segmental arches, 5 over the river, the others flood arches, all spanning
c7.2m, contributing to a total length of 83m, though earlier observers wrote of an additional two. The bridge is
4.2m wide between the parapets, and does not appear to have been widened. There was a gatehouse towards
the Welsh end of the bridge, and an account of a Civil War skirmish refers to its capture by Parliamentary forces.
This feature is associated with the unusual high arch ring, and flat arch clearly seen on the photographs, most
noticeably to the right on the lower downstream view. The bridge fabric is roughly- coursed red sandstone
rubble, and there are 15 cutwaters which extend upwards to give refuges at roadway level. There are arch-rings
built in two orders, both chamfered. Jervoise and other authorities have attributed the bridge to the 14 th century,
though it has been refurbished and repairs were required after the Civil War. I shall not dispute this, but express
some doubts, especially with regard to the very flat profile. The photographs show, upstream (above) and
downstream views. Access was reasonable though getting the whole bridge in shot is hardly possible.
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CL7. Llanfair Bridge over the River Elwy gives access from the north from the A548 into the village of Llanfair
Talhaiarn, 13½km north-west of Denbigh. It comprises 3 shallow segmental arches of unequal size, and different
shapes, separated by cutwaters, rounded downstream, which rise to give refuges beside a road, perhaps a bit
more than 4m wide. The very flat central arch spans c12m. There is no sign of widening. The fabric is random
rubble, save for the 2-stage upstream cutwaters seen in the photograph; they are of ashlar, and jar with the rest
of the structure. There are single flush arch rings. In profile, the bridge is slightly humped. The Listing attributes
the bridge, to the 17/18th century divide, with which view I concur, though if pushed I would come down on the
side of the later date. Access is good around the bridge.
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CL8. Llangollen Bridge now connects the A5
with the A542 north of the River Dee. There
are likely to have been a few early wooden
bridges, as the Dee when in flood took a toll.
In 1345 the first stone bridge was built by
order of John Trevor, Bishop of St Asaph.
Authorities disagree as to whether that bridge
survives or was rebuilt c1500, though further
significant work was certainly required in
1656, at a cost of £250. Despite this, the
bridge was still only 2.4m wide and by 1873
had become a bottleneck as Llangollen grew
and became partly industrialised. Accordingly,
at that date it was more than doubled in width
to 6m by building an upstream extension
which mimicked most elements of the original
configuration. Ten years earlier an extra arch
had been added to allow the railway into the
town. The bridge was again widened in 1969 on the upstream face, leaving the downstream face alone; the
photograph above, taken from upstream, shows the alterations as reflected in the soffits. The bridge now
comprises 4 river arches spanning between 6.3 and 8.4m which have different pointed shapes, and are formed
of coursed rubble; there are double chamfered arch rings, in two orders on the downstream face. The railway
arch is square-headed. There are pointed cutwaters at both faces, but strangely they are carried up to refuges
on the new upstream face only. The soffits are smooth though ribs, of which traces seem visible in the
photograph above, may have been removed in 1656. Most photographs have been taken from upstream, where
the view is clearer, but the visible fabric is modern; the photograph below, from downstream, shows three
original arches at the town centre end of the bridge.
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CL9. Melai Bridge gives access to a steading
from a minor road running north from the
B5382; it crosses the Nant Melai, a tributary of
the

River

Elwy,

2½km

north-east

of

Llangernyw. There is a single segmental arch,
and on the upstream face there is a single ring
of voussoirs, recessed beneath a hood mould.
The bridge has been widened downstream, by
c1.1m to c3.5m and the downstream face is
plain with a single flush arch ring, as can be
seen in the photograph alongside. The fabric
is random rubble. The Listing gives the date of
building as the 17th century, and suggests that
it was widened in the 19th century, and I have
no reason to doubt either statement. Access is
very good around the bridge.
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CL10. Pont Ar Lledr is on a minor road, just south of the A470, and of Betwys-y-Coed. Its two unequal, nearelliptical segmental arches span the River Lledr, near to its junction with the River Conway. Both arches are
segmental; the larger river arch spans 11m, while the smaller flood arch spans 7.5m. The bridge has the
characteristic North Wales arrangement of single arch rings, recessed beneath hood moulds. The roadway is
3.3m wide, and the bridge has not been widened. There are small cutwaters upstream, one in some disrepair.
Jervoise and the Listing both assign the bridge to the 17th century on the basis of documentation, and it does
not look older than that.. Access is difficult with much obstruction by trees. Unfortunately, my photograph with
unavoidable reflections, is rather poor but it does show the main features of the bridge, and there seem to be
none better obtainable from the internet.
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CL11. Pont Carrog carries the B5437 from Carrog on the left bank, across the River Dee to join the A5, 10km
west of Llangollen. It is firmly dated to 1661 by an inscribed stone built into a parapet and its main features are
compatible with that build-date. The bridge comprises 5 segmental arches (including 2 flood- arches) of roughly
coursed slate rubble; the stonework of the parapets, which lie above the projecting hood moulds on each of the
arches, is especially rough. Cut-waters between the arches are taken up to the parapets to form 8 refuges at
carriageway level. The total length is 56m, with the largest arches spanning c10.5m; the bridge is 3.6m wide
between the parapets, and has not been widened. Access is good, with views of the bridge relatively
unobstructed by trees and bushes, and the bridge, in its setting, is undoubtedly an impressive sight, as Jervoise
indicated.
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CL12. Pont Cilan Bridge carries a lane
north from the B4401 over the River Dee,
1½km north-west of Llandrillo. It probably
dates mainly from the 18th century, though
the south-east abutment may be older. The
carriageway was widened, probably in the
19th century, to provide walkways, and the
parapets are corbelled out, supported by the
cut-waters and iron girders and topped by
large coping stones and iron railings. It is a
twin-arched bridge of random stone rubble
fabric, with a slightly humped deck. The segmental arches are formed of shaped voussoirs in single arch rings
below hood moulds; and there are triangular cut-waters between the arches. The bridge length is 29m with the
larger arch contributing c14m and the width of the carriageway now is 4.2m; this dimension was probably
increased by 0.6m in the 19th century. In spite of the modifications to the parapets the bridge remains quite
elegant. Access is good around the bridge, which like a couple near to it should perhaps be omitted on grounds
of age, but I will sneak it into the 17/18th century category. The photographs are views from downstream, above,
and upstream.

15

CL13. Pont Dafydd is just to the north of the A55, and St. Asaph, standing isolated in a field, at some distance
from the nearest watercourse, the River Clywd, and it may have crossed a now-vanished tributary. It comprises
a single shallow segmental arch of span 10m, which presumably stood higher above a stream than it does now
over level pasture. It is built of random limestone rubble, with double arch rings in two orders, with those above
shallow. The cobbled roadway, shown on the lower right-hand photograph, is 2.5m wide, with no sign of
widening. A squinch, shown on the lower left-hand photograph, eases access to the bridge from the north-east.
The Listing dates the bridge to 1630 on the basis of documentary evidence, though Jervoise makes the
reference only to suggest that the bridge is less old. The fabric is certainly well-preserved, and the tops of the
serrated parapets look to be a later addition, but there seems to be no definite cause to reject a 17 th century
build-date, and I shall not do so. Access is good all around the bridge, once a wide farm track has been
negotiated.
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CL14. Pont Dyffrdwy carries a minor road
across the River Dee (Afon Dyfrdwy with one
‘f’) at the village of Cynwyd, 16km west of
Llangollen. It comprises 4 high segmental
arches, which each span c12m and have
single recessed arch rings below hood
moulds. The fabric is random rubble. There
are large triangular cutwaters on each face
and they rise to provide refuges at the sides of
the roadway. The bridge is 60m long and
slightly humped; the roadway is 3.3m wide.
The bridge was built in 1612, and apart from
some fairly recent internal strengthening it is
thought to be unaltered since then. Apart from the 4 imposing river arches there are 3 flood arches on the west
bank approach, as shown in the photograph above; they were probably built at the same time as the main bridge
judging by the similarities in design and fabric, but the level of the surrounds has risen since then. Access is
good to view the bridge.
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CL15. Pont Eyarth gives access to the village
of Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd from the A494 across
the River Clwyd just south of Ruthin. It has
one segmental arch with single arch rings,
recessed below hood moulds. The fabric is
coursed rubble and string courses loop rather
untidily over the crowns of the arch on each
face. The parapets have heavy triangular
coping stones and look like a later addition.
The bridge is slightly humped, and the
roadway is c3m wide. The Listing is undecided
between the 17th and 18th centuries and I see
nothing which can give more certainty so I
shall stick with 17/18th century. Access was
difficult, though possible downstream, but as
the photograph shows, trees obstruct the
view.
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CL16. Pont Fawr at the village of Llanrwst,
takes a minor road westwards across the
River Conway. The bridge carries a stone
dating it to 1636, and there is no reason to
doubt that the structure was erected then. In
part, because of the harmony and scale of its
own dimensions, and partly because of the
absence of many jarring surrounding features,
the bridge in its setting is a very fine sight. Built
of coursed, local grit-stone and slate rubble,
it is a steeply ramped road bridge of three
segmental arches, with double arch rings in
two orders as shown above. The total length is 55m, and the carriageway is 3.9m wide. There are cutwaters
upstream and downstream on the two piers, and they rise to provide refuges. The parapet has heavy chamfered
coping stones with iron cramps. There are flared approach walls. The central arch spans 18m, and rises to a
height of 7.2m above the ‘normal’ water level; each of the side arches spans 12m, while rising to heights of
4.5m. Tradition ascribes the design to Inigo Jones, but the truth of this cannot be attested, though the Welsh
custodians of ancient monuments, Coflein, point to similarities to a bridge design produced by Palladio,
presumably as backing for the claim. The parapets carry stone reliefs of respectively the Stuart arms (south)
and Prince of Wales feathers (north). Major work was done on the western arch in 1675 and in 1703, and
Jervoise criticises poor quality workmanship there. This may well be valid, but is not obvious, and does not
detract from the overall impression made by the bridge as Jervoise acknowledged. Access is good.
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CL17. Pont Gorswen is a strengthened
clapper bridge which carries a minor road over
a small un-named feeder to the Afon Roe, a
left bank tributary of the River Conway, south
east of a hamlet called Rowen, and 10½km
north-west of Llanrwst.

It comprises

3

rectangular channels, of spans up to 1.2m,
formed

by

lintels

supported

on

rubble

abutments and two dry piers of stones and
boulders; a wall and part of the roof of one
channel, viewed from downstream is shown in
the upper photograph. The heights of the
upstream

entrances

are

less

than

the

downstream exits, as the roof is higher, and
the floor lower here. The bridge has been
widened, from 4.5m to 6.9m, according to the
Coflein website, probably at the downstream
face. The bridge is built up with rubble to carry the road, and there is a parapet at the downstream face, but only
a hedge upstream. The Coflein website dates the bridge to the 16th or 17th century, though there are no visible
indications. Access is very difficult, not least because of the amount of foliage around. In fact this is one of four
interesting bridges within a very small area. One, Caerhun Pont y Ddol, is described as CL4, while brief
descriptions of the others follow.
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The first is Pont Pen-y-felin which is roughly
100m north of Pont Gorswen, and carries the
same minor road over the Afon Roe. General
views suggest that it is a relatively modern
coursed rubble bridge, comprising one flattish
segmental arch, with single flush arch rings.
However, the view of the soffits shown
alongside indicates that what we now see is
the result of a widening operation at both
faces of the bridge, and in fact this was done
in such a way as to skew the bridge to its
original line. More than that, the central portion
comprises an original bridge plus an adjacent
extension, as shown by the clearly visible line of separation. It is not clear which of the ‘bridges’ is the original,
but they appear of similar width; if it is supposed that the overall bridge width is similar to Pont Gorswen’s 6.5m,
then the original bridge must have been c1.75m wide. Dating the oldest part of the structure can be little more
than a guess, but given the 16/17th century estimate for Pont Gorswen, which must have been on the same
track, it is fair to place Pont Pen-y-felin in a similar time-slot.
The second bridge is on a farm track which
joins the minor road referred to earlier beside
Pont Gorswen, and crosses the same small
stream. It has considerable similarities to the
nearby bridge, in that it is also of built-up
clapper configuration, but has two nearrectangular channels, less than 0.9m wide
with slate lintels. The photograph alongside
shows that they are separated by a pier of
loosely piled boulders and stones with a
rounded cutwater on the upstream face in
view. The bridge is in a very bad state of
repair, and there are few clues to its age save
for its similarity to the nearby Pont Gorswen. Tentatively I suggest that the lower part of the bridge, namely the
pier and abutments, might date to the 17th century, but that the lintels have been replaced since then, a
refurbishment much needed now, if the bridge is not to collapse.
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CL18. Pont Hafod Arfon carries a minor
road over the River Crafnant, a reservoir-fed,
left bank tributary of the River Conway, a few
kilometres to the west of Llanrwst. It is of
clapper

design

with

two

rectangular

channels, roofed with individual slate lintels
which carry rough random rubble parapets
and the roadway which is a bit less than 3m
wide. There are no cutwaters upstream or
downstream. The upstream view, in the
photograph alongside, seems to show a
more regular structure than the lower
photograph of the downstream face, though
caution needs to be exercised about the
effect of light and shade. The lintel looks
more embedded and the rubble above it
looks tighter. If these differences are real
they would imply that the bridge has been
widened, and I believe that this is the case,
though observations of the channel linings
add little. As regards dating, the Listing
suggests the 17/18th century, and it may be
that an original clapper bridge comprising the abutments, central pillar and lintels was erected in this age range,
built upon and maybe widened later still. Access is fair downstream, though the upstream face can only be
viewed from the level of the road.
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CL19. Pont Llyn Gigfran carries a minor road over the River Alwen, a left bank tributary of the River Dee, just
west of the village of Bettws Gwerfil Goch, itself 19km west of Llangollen. It comprises a segmental arch, with
single recessed arch rings below hood moulds on each face. It spans approximately 14m, and the roadway is
3.8m wide; it has not been widened. The fabric is random rubble, though more regular in the soffits. The Listing
assigns a 17th century date to the bridge on the basis of documentary evidence, and the arch design conforms
to other bridges of that period in the locality. Access was reasonable, but the density of foliage made it difficult
to obtain satisfactory photographs.
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CL20. Pont Pen-y-bont carries a track,
dubiously claimed to have Roman origins,
over the Afon Hesbin, a tributary of the River
Clywd, about 4km south of Ruthin, and to the
west of the A525. As shown in the
photograph below it comprises a single
shallow

rubble-built

segmental

arch,

spanning c5.7m. There are single roughly
shaped arch rings below hood moulds,
characteristic of North Wales, though the
latter are incomplete. The voussoirs at the
crown seem quite prominent, but are
irregular so should not be described as
keystones which would definitely imply an
18th century build-date. I must stick with
17/18th century as there are no clear-cut
markers. The bridge is c2.4m wide, and
there is no sign of a widening operation in the very irregular soffits shown in the upper photograph. There are
no parapets but metal railings have been set about 0.4m in from each face, probably quite recently. The
stonework looks to have been repointed in a similar time-frame, which is a puzzle as the track carried by the
bridge seems hardly used. I am assured by Alastair & Heather Robertson who obtained the photographs and
measurements, that access upstream was much easier than at the other face.
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CL21. Pont Perfa carries a minor road over the River Clywd, just outside the hamlet of Llanynys, 5km north of
Ruthin. The bridge has two segmental arches, separated by large cutwaters rising to refuges at the level of the
roadway, on the upstream and downstream faces. The fabric is coursed rubble with recessed arch rings beneath
hoodmoulds, a pattern characteristic of many North Wales bridges of similar vintage. There is no evidence that
the bridge has been widened. The Listing states that it dates from the 17 th or 18th century, and it is difficult to
pin it down more accurately than 17/18th century; Jervoise seemed to regard it as relatively modern, possibly
because the cutwaters look as if they have been rebuilt, but I do not agree with him. Access is fairly good to
both faces of the bridge, though trees obstruct the view to some degree.
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CL22. Pont Rhyd-y-Cilgwyn is in the village of Rhewl, 2km north of Ruthin, and spans the river Clywedog
immediately W of the A525 in the village centre. It is a twin-arch road bridge, mainly of local limestone rubble
construction, but with squared blocks to its lower courses. There are two segmental arches, one a river arch of
span c8.5m, the other a slightly smaller flood arch, Both, unusually, have rough-dressed voussoirs recessed in
two tiers, (double arch rings in two orders), below an outer hood mould. There are central triangular cutwaters
at both faces, rising to refuges with that upstream incorporating a moulded sandstone plinth base surmounted
by the stump of a sandstone shaft or column. There is a gently-humped carriageway with low, un-coped rubble
parapets splayed-out at the approaches and extending in long stretches to either side. The total bridge length
is 20m, and the width between the parapets is fractionally over 2.5m. The Listing proposes a 17 th century build
date, and suggests that there might be survivals in the lower courses from an earlier bridge, and I stick with the
17th century estimate. Access is fairly good around the bridge.
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CL23. Pont Sarn-Ddu carries a minor road over the River Lledr, just north of the A470, and south-west of
Dolwyddelan Castle. It is known as Roman Bridge, and a nearby railway station is named for it. The bridge is
of clapper design with 8 near-rectangular channels, each deeper than broad. The total length is 18m, and the
width is 3m; the individual channels vary in breadth, with the largest perhaps 1.5m. The large piers are all rubble
built, but present a much more haphazard appearance viewed from downstream than upstream where they are
rounded and tighter packed. Whereas the downstream aspect shows individual slatestone slabs roofing the
channels at different levels, upstream, there are concrete beams roofing the channels at similar heights. The
bridge has been widened upstream, perhaps by 50% from 2m. Above the slabs are layers of coursed rubble
which carry the roadway and metal railings. Dating the bridge is very difficult, but the original clapper bridge as
seen from downstream may date from the 15th century. Access is good. The photographs are taken from
downstream, upper, and upstream.
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CL24. Pont Traws-afon is a built-up clapper
bridge carrying a narrow minor road over the
Nant Llyfarddu, a stream which feeds the
River Dee by way of the River Alwen. It is in
the Clocaenog Forest to the south-west of
Ruthin. It has a basic clapper form with two
approximately rectangular channels, each
spanning c0.9m and perhaps twice as deep,
made of lintels resting on abutments and a
central pier. Parapets and the road surface
have been built up above the lintels. There is
a rounded cutwater at the upstream face,
shown below, and the bridge is rubble built,
with red sandstone, prominent at the
downstream face shown alongside, but not
present upstream. This fact suggests that
the width of 5.4m has resulted from a
widening exercise but it was not possible to get a good enough view of the soffits to estimate the original width.
The downstream face looks older, but this is conjecture, and the extension channels seem to have been angled
slightly to the original part, so giving the impression that the bridge is skewed to the road above it. This road
rather strangely occupies only half the bridge width. The bridge is attributed by the authorities to the 17/18 th
centuries. Access is good; the photographs were taken by Alastair & Heather Robertson.
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CL25. Pont y Ddol crosses the River Elwy carrying an unclassified road running south in the direction of
Llannefydd, 6½km south-west of St. Asaph. It is a narrow road bridge, approximately 40m in length, with two
irregular segmental arches; that to the north is of much greater span, the other, a smaller flood arch. The fabric
is local limestone rubble. The arch rings are difficult to interpret; the lower rings of voussoirs are flush and
surmounted by remnants of hood moulds, and above those are additional incomplete flush arch rings. Between
the arches is a broad pier with large irregular cutwaters at both faces, which do not however rise to refuges.
The carriageway rises to a pronounced hump in the centre of the main arch. There are low slab-parapets sitting
inside the confines of the arches with 20th century metal railings above the arch sections, with stepped-up rubble
parapets elsewhere. The approach walls splay outwards. The width between the parapets is 2.9m only. There
is doubt about the build-date, with the Listing suggesting the late-18th century, whereas Jervoise goes for the
16th century, presumably in part because he contends that the arch shapes are 3-centred rather than shallow
segmental. My own view is that part of the structure is possibly pre-1700, including the vestigial outer arch rings,
spandrels and cutwaters, but surely not 16th century, whereas other elements, including the voussoirs would
accord with the late 18th century suggestion. Perhaps the catch-all 17/18th century is the most sensible
compromise. Access is fairly good though some views are obstructed by trees; the photograph below was taken
from downstream.
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CL26. Pont y Pair in Betwys y Coed crosses
the River Llugwy, just short of its junction
with the River Conway, and is a noted beauty
spot especially when the river is in flood. The
bridge is commonly attributed to the 15th
century; Jervoise quotes that it was started
c1468, but that the mason died before it
was completed. He refers to five arches,
though three are visible plus another which
accommodates a small tributary joining upstream. They are segmental, though of different profiles. Before 1810,
the bridge was widened upstream, by 2.7m to give a roadway almost 5m wide, as indicated by the photograph
above of that face. I found the downstream view of the medieval aspect greatly obscured by bushes, but an
official photographer had more success, and I present the result below. The old stonework is random rubble,
finer than that upstream, and the main feature, the recessed arch rings below a hood mould, has clearly been
preserved when the bridge was widened.
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CL27. Pont Ysbyty Ifan carries a minor road
over the River Conway, in the village of the
same name to the south-east of Bettws y
coed. There are two rubble-built segmental
arches each spanning c8m, giving a total
length of just over 20m; as is clear from the
upper photograph it was built originally with
voussoirs recessed beneath hood moulds in
the standard North Wales pattern. There is a
large cutwater downstream which rises in
steps to give a rather smaller refuge. The
bridge

has

been

widened

upstream,

probably after Jervoise recorded it in the
1930s; the Listing is incorrect in stating that
the width of the roadway was doubled; it was
increased from 2.7m to just less than 4m as can be seen from the divide in the soffits, above. The lower
photograph shows the overall configuration from upstream, the modified face; the extension preserved the spirit
of the original fabric, even if there are differences in detail. Jervoise dated the bridge to the early 18th century,
whereas the Listing hedges between that date and the late-17th century, and I shall do the same, i.e., 17/18th
century. Access is easiest upstream.
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CL28. Pont-y-cambwll crosses the River
Clwyd, roughly half-way between Denbigh and
St. Asaph, carrying a minor road north-east
from the

A541.

It

comprises

a single

segmental arch, 15m in span, which has been
approximately doubled in width by attaching a
slightly shallower parallel arch downstream, as
is clear in the photograph alongside; it is now
around 6m wide. There are double arch rings
in two orders with the lower voussoirs deeper
and dressed. It is difficult to view the face of
the extension downstream, but it is clear that
the detail of the arch does not replicate the
original pattern as the single arch ring there
actually protrudes. The fabric on both faces is
roughly coursed limestone rubble. The bridge
profile is slightly humped. There is confusion
about the build date, with estimates ranging
from the 16th century, which seems unlikely
give the state of the fabric, to the 19th century
suggested surprisingly by Jervoise. I will leave
it for the moment as 17/18th century. The
widening is dated to the 1790s, which fits with that. Access is good upstream, from where both photographs
were taken, but hardly possible downstream.
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CL29. Rhuddlan Bridge spans the River
Clwyd to give the only access to the town of
Rhuddlan from the west. The earliest record
of a bridge on the site dates to c1277 after
which a timber bridge was rebuilt following
destruction. In c1358, the first stone bridge
was built, and repairs to it were recorded in
1372 and 1382. The bridge was again rebuilt
in 1595, and the stone structure which
survives is partially of this date, although
substantial alterations to its form have taken
place. This is demonstrated by a print of 1749, which even allowing for some artistic license shows a very
different profile from that of the present bridge. The standing structure still has 2 arches of unequal spans, c10m
and c6m, built of roughly coursed and squared sandstone, and a broad pier carrying a splayed squared cutwater
between them. There are double arch-rings in two orders on the larger arch, and part of a hood mould, and part
of an upper arch ring above a recessed, slightly chamfered, lower arch ring on the smaller one. On the southeast face, 3 tablets are set into the masonry of the cutwater, one of which is inscribed with the arms of Flint, and
is dated 1595. The parapets in the main part of the bridge were replaced during the 19th century by cast-iron
railings supported by heavy brackets which are corbelled outwards. Stone parapets with plain copings survive
at each end of the bridge. The total length of the bridge, including the approaches is 40m; the width of the
roadway is c3m now, but the width between the rails is c5.5m, to which the corbelling at each face contributes
about 1m. Thus the width prior to this was of the order of 4.5m. The bridge is easily viewed from downstream,
as in the photograph below, though a new walkway obstructs the line of sight now, and upstream access is
difficult. Extensive repairs were being carried out when I visited, hence the obtrusive barriers on the road-way.
The best way to reconcile the print with the photograph is to follow Jervoise in assuming that the smaller arch
is essentially original (16th century) but that the larger arch was rebuilt after 1750.
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CL30. Sarn Bridge carries a minor road
across the Wych Brook, which feeds water
eventually into the River Dee, and forms at
this point the boundary between England
and Wales. It is on the south side of the
village of Threapwood, 12km south-east of
Wrexham. The bridge has been doubled in
width from c3m, with the view of the soffits
from downstream, alongside, making this
clear. The upstream addition is ashlar and in
reddish stone, whereas the downstream
face is of coursed rubble of a creamy hue.
The configuration has been reproduced with
two segmental arches, though the double
arch rings in two orders, downstream give
way to single flush arch rings upstream. Somewhat strangely, the triangular cutwater downstream has not been
reproduced upstream. The Listing refers to the date 1627 inscribed on the bridge, but states that it was probably
rebuilt in 1819, which date also appears on the bridge. I think it far more likely that this refers to the widening
operation which provided the upstream aspect. Though in very good condition for an early 17 th century build,
the downstream face, probably refurbished in 1925, has no features pointing definitely to the 18th century or
later, so it is best to stick with the 1627 build date. Access is good enough, but trees obstruct the views.
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Note on Bridge Survival Rates
Reference is made throughout the compendium to the appearance of bridges on Saxton’s maps of the 1570s,
helpful confirmation that a bridge stood at that time, but the maps can be used in other ways. I have counted 16
bridges in North-East Wales (Clwyd) on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Of them, I estimate that only 1 still stands,
Llangollen, and is in the compendium, a very low 6% survival rate.
Otherwise, my compendium contains 6 standing bridges built before 1600 in North-East Wales (Clwyd),
including the 1 survivor from those identified by Saxton, and an additional 5. The latter would be expected to be
amongst the population of smaller bridges, over smaller rivers, which are most likely to have escaped Saxton’s
attention.
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