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Devon Bridges DV1 to DV25

Bristol Channel
DV18
North

Bideford

Barnstaple
DV5

DV12

DV13

DV14

DV10

DV6
Honiton

DV21
Exeter

Okehampton
DV24

DV23

DV25
DV20

DV22
DV7

DV17

Exmouth

DV9

R Avon
R Yealm

Plymouth

DV11

DV19
DV4
DV8
DV3

Torquay

DV2

English Channel

DV1
DV16
DV15
Dartmouth

Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.
DV1
DV2
DV3
DV4
DV5
DV6
DV7
DV8
DV9
DV10
DV11
DV12
DV13
DV14

BRIDGE
Ashprington Bow Br.
Austin’s Bridge
Aveton Gifford Bridges
Avonwick Bridge
Barnstaple Long Br
Beckford Bridge
Bellever Clapper Bridge
Bickham Bridge
Bickington Old Bow Br
Bickleigh Bridge
Bickleigh Plym Bridge
Bicknor Bridge
Bideford Bridge
Black Torrington Bridge

OS Location
SX 812 566
SX 750 660
SX 693 470
SX 713 584
SS 558 329
ST 265 015
SX 658 773
SX 726 554
SX 795 724
SS 937 076
SX 527 618
SS 738 279
SS 456 264
SS 470 061
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BUILD DATE
c1700
16th C
15th C
17th C
1280
17/18th C
13th C?
16/17th C
17th C
16/17th C
17th C
17th C
c1480
17th C

No.
DV15
DV16
DV17
DV18
DV19
DV20
DV21
DV22
DV23
DV24
DV25

BRIDGE
Blackawton Bow Bridge
Blackawton Millcombe Bridge
Bovey Bridge
Brendon Leeford PH Br
Brent Mill Bridge
Bridford Bridge
Brightley Bridge
Cator Bridge
Chagford Bridge
Clifford Bridge
Clyst St. Mary Bridge

OS Location
SX 807 494
SX 803 499
SX815 782
SS 769 483
SX 697 596
SX 834 872
SX 599 974
SX 690 764
SX 694 880
SX 781 898
SX 972 911

BUILD DATE
17th C
17th C
1642
17/18th C
16th C
16th C
16th C?
17/18th C
16th C
17th C
13th C

Devon Bridges DV26 to DV49
Bristol Channel
North
Barnstaple

Bideford

DV42
DV41
DV27

DV34
Okehampton
DV33

Honiton

DV32
DV26
Exeter

DV44
R Dart

DV29
DV40

DV48

DV35
DV31

DV49
DV47
DV45

Exmouth

DV46
DV28

Torquay

DV30
Plymouth

DV39
R Yealm

DV38

English Channel

DV37
DV36
DV43
Dartmouth

Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier
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No.
DV26
DV27
DV28
DV29
DV30
DV31
DV32
DV33
DV34
DV35
DV36
DV37
DV38
DV39
DV40
DV41
DV42
DV43
DV44
DV45
DV46
DV47
DV48
DV49

BRIDGE
Columbjohn Bridge
Culmstock Bridge
Dart Bridge
Dartmeet Clapper Bridge.
Denham Bridge
Drakeford Bridge
Ellerhayes Bridge
Fingle Bridge
Fordton Bridge
Foxworthy Bridge
Gara Bridge
Harberton Rolster Bridge
Harberton Yeo Bridge
Harford (Erme) Bridge
Harford (Tavy) Bridge
Hartland Abbey Bridge
Hartland Bow Bridge
Hatch Bridge
Hayne Bridge
Higher Meavy Bridge
Holne Bridge
Holne New Bridge
Horrabridge Bridge
Huckworthy Bridge

OS Location
SX 958 997
ST 101 138
SX 745 667
SX 672 737
SX 477 679
SX 790 801
SS 976 012
SX 743 899
SX 840 990
SX 757 820
SX 729 535
SX 771 563
SX 758 595
SX 636 596
SX 506 768
SS 240 249
SS 246 248
SX 714 472
SX 417 867
SX 546 670
SX 730 706
SX 711 709
SX 513 699
SX 531 705

BUILD DATE
17/18th C
17/18th C
14th C
17th C
16th C
17th C
15th C
c1600
16th C
17th C
17th C
17th C
1688
16/17th C
c1500
17th C
17th C
17th C
17th C
17th C
1413
15th C
14th C
c1500

Information sheets are available for the bridges listed
In other collections of information sheets, I have at this point made reference to major bridges, dating from the
medieval period, which have been demolished. Fortunately in Devon the greatest old bridges have survived in
some form, so are dealt with by information sheets.
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DV1. Ashprington Bow Bridge carries a
minor road south-west from Ashprington
over the River Harbourne, a tributary of the
River Dart. It comprises a segmental arch of
span c5m, with an original width between the
parapets of 2.5m. However as can be seen
from

the

join

photograph

on

the

alongside,

over-exposed
taken

from

downstream, and marked with the arrow, it
has been widened at that face, by c0.7m, to
c3.2m. This was done in the 19th century,
and apart from the join being visible, the
soffits of the extension are more regular and
of smaller grade material. Unfortunately, I
could only access the altered downstream
face, but I have found the lower photograph
of the upstream face in house sale literature.
The extension preserved the main features,
including the single deep arch rings, made
up of very thin voussoirs, and the topping to
the parapets, which is similar. Although
Leland apparently mentions a bridge in this
location (1540s) the authorities agree that
this bridge is most likely to date from the years around 1700, just before or just after, and this certainly fits with
its appearance.
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DV2. Austin’s Bridge over the River Dart is c1½km downstream from Dart Bridge, just off the A384 to the
south. The fabric is local grey limestone rubble, and Henderson and Jervoise, (H & J) include a 19th century
diatribe against the quality of this stone, though as parts of the bridge may have stood for almost 500 years
these comments seem harsh. My earlier entry here doubted that there are 5 arches, as indicated by H & J, and
at first sight the photograph below suggests the presence of 3 segmental arches only, and I have found no
photograph, showing 5 arches. However, H & J present a photograph showing 4 arches, and I now accept that
there are in fact 2 additional arches to those shown, masked by trees, probably to the right and left of those in
the photograph below. The segmental central arch spans 8.4m while the other two in view may be a little
smaller, and the others smaller still. The arches are quite plain, with single flush arch rings, a string course, and
cutwaters capped below the parapets. The bridge is 2.7m wide, with fairly tight bends at each end. Some
suggest that it was comprehensively rebuild in the late-19th century, but surely that would have resulted in
widening. There is evidence of structural changes beneath the left hand arch, H & J suggest that the stonework
belongs to an earlier bridge though it is difficult to explain exactly what is in view. The conventional view is that
the bridge dates from the 16th century, with a milling family called Austyn responsible, though a bridge is
recorded here as early as the 13th century. Neither the form or the detail of the bridge provide backing for 16 th
century origins, though they are not ruled out, but the width certainly does support a build-date around then. It
was possible to get down to river level upstream, and indeed to advance well out into the stream to take the
photograph presented here. Unfortunately my investigations of this bridge have been found wanting, and it is to
be hoped that someone will find more convincing information about the history of a fine-looking bridge.
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DV3. Aveton Gifford Bridge carries the A379 over the tidal River Avon just to the south of the village of the
same name, 5½km north-west of Kingsbridge. In fact the bridge is part of a causeway of length 360m
incorporating a 5-arch bridge crossing the main river stream, and smaller arches crossing a mill leet to the south,
and another water course to the north. Focussing on the river bridge, it once had 6 slightly pointed, rubble-built
arches, each spanning 4.8m, and was 3.6m wide, probably without parapets; one of the arches is now buried
like many smaller ones piercing the causeway. The bridge was built during the decade or so leading up to 1440.
In 1817, the bridge was widened by 2m on the upstream face, by a similar method to that employed at Wade
Bridge, namely by supporting shallow segmental arches on the cutwaters, and I think, at some stage, something
similar but more limited was done upstream. The carriageway appears to be 5.2m wide now, so I assume that
the total added to the width was c2.5m, to bring it to c6m, but that the addition of parapets brought this back
down. There is limited access upstream, though the best view is from the river, but unfortunately I have found
no close-ups which might confirm my assumptions about the modifications and can only present fairly distant
views, from downstream above, and upstream below. I am also unable to say anything about the arches beneath
the causeway, which are now buried, though numerous buttresses remain visible.
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DV4. Avonwick Old Bridge is also known as
Horsebrook Bridge; the bridge carries a minor
road over the River Avon into the west of the
village of Avonwick, south-east of South
Brent. The single semi-circular, rubble-built
arch has a span of 8.1m, and there are
double arch rings on one face. The bridge
which has a pronounced hump was originally
1.5m wide, but that dimension was increased
by 50% to 2.25m; the two faces differ, but a
coating disguises any junction in the soffits.
Jervoise refers to two bridges in the village,
the new bridge which is known to have
existed by the early years of the 19th century,
and this, the old bridge. I believe that the
latter will have been widened before the
former was built, so I will tentatively assign
that operation to the middle of the 18th
century, and the initial construction to late in
the 17th century; there are no stylistic grounds for rejecting these assumptions, even if support is also limited.
Very tentatively, I assume my photograph above to show the downstream face, which is original, and that below,
taken by a Mr. Harper to show the upstream widened face. Both faces of the bridge can be viewed but the
obstruction by trees is great.
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DV5. Barnstaple Long Bridge, so named
for obvious reasons, spans the River Taw at
Barnstaple. It was constructed of grey rubble
around 1280 as the main river crossing and
has been widened at least three times.
These days a new road bridge carries the
A39, reducing the traffic on the old structure.
The original bridge had 16 pointed masonry
arches, without ribs and with single arch
rings. The arches varied in span from 5.5m
to 7.9m, with broad piers, making up the total
length of 210m. The bridge was 3m wide. A
document refers to repairs in 1333, and the
bridge was partially

destroyed

in

1437

and 1646. Widening was carried out first in
1796, by constructing segmental arches
between the existing cutwaters, as can be
clearly seen in the upper photograph taken
from downstream. The bridge was widened
further between 1832 and 1834 by installing
footways,
cantilevered

1.2m

wide,

ironwork;

supported
this

on

modification

increased the roadway width to 4.9m. In
1963, the bridge was widened once more, on
the upstream side of the structure only; the
effect can be seen clearly in the middle
photograph, taken by Mr. Smith, looking
through an arch from downstream. On the downstream side, the 1834 ironwork was removed and masonry
parapets constructed, so that the bridge appears from there much as it was between 1796 and 1832, with
original stonework also visible. The result was two 1.8 m. wide footways flanking a 7.3 m. wide carriageway.
Access, is good round the bridge allowing the various stages of its construction to be viewed, and the lowest
photograph, a general view showing most of the arches, justifies the name.
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DV6. Beckford Bridge is immediately upstream of a ford or Irish Bridge on a minor road, 4½km north-west of
Axminster in the Blackdown Hills. It crosses the River Yarty, a tributary of the River Axe. The single segmental
arch is rubble built but with shaped voussoirs and it spans just over 8m; paradoxically although the arch appears
quite shallow, the track-way which is cobbled and enclosed by parapets 0.6m high at the centre, rising to 0.9m
at the ends, has to negotiate a pronounced hump. The width now is 1.6m, but there is clear evidence in the
soffits, visible in the photograph below, of the widening by 0.6m referred to by Henderson & Jervoise; the
voussoirs on this face of the bridge are larger, and show signs of rustication. The Listing suggest that the bridge
was built in the 18th or 19th century, but the small extent of the widening is puzzling and becomes more so the
later it was done. Looking at the original downstream face, as in the photograph, it could have been built any
time between the late 17th century and the middle of the 18th century, so the bridge is best placed in the 17/18th
century category. The bridge is most easily viewed from downstream, but the upstream features can be seen.
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DV7. Bellever Clapper Bridge crossed the
East Dart River beside a minor road which
branches off south-east from the B3212 at
Postbridge to the hamlet some 2km away for
which the bridge is named. The bridge
comprised two piers of piled granite blocks,
and

similarly

constructed

though

now

damaged abutments, on top of which granite
slabs were laid to form a walkway above
three apertures. The central slab is not now
present, and the other two slabs, shown
alongside, are not really fit for purpose
insofar as they do not come close to
occupying the full width of the piers and at
least one of the abutments. It is possible that
the remaining slabs are original, but I have
doubts. There is obviously an argument to be
had as to whether an acknowledged
refurbishment of such a bridge is desirable,
but what is there now, seems possibly the
worst of all worlds in that it looks like the
result of a half-hearted effort which was not
completed. This bridge also may have originated in the 13 th century, but I would take a lot of convincing that
anything to be seen now, dates to before the 17/18th centuries. Access is very good.
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DV8. Bickham Bridge crosses the River
Avon in a hamlet named for it, 2km southeast of North Huish. The bridge is built of
coursed

slate

rubble

with

particularly

distinctive parapets topped with vertically
arrayed slates, as shown in the upper
photograph. The bridge has 2 segmental
arches, each 3.75m in span, separated by
heavy cutwaters upstream and downstream
which rise to provide refuges in the
carriageway; one is shown in the upper
photograph. That carriageway is 3.4m wide,
and does not appear to have been widened.
Returning to the arches, they have arch
rings, recessed beneath hood-moulds, and
are made up of dressed voussoirs, which
vary in shape. Henderson and Jervoise imply
that the bridge dates to the early 16th
century, and it may do, though I should have
guessed a century later; I will class it as
16/17th century. The bridge can be viewed
upstream from the road, which crosses it, but
downstream views are limited to what can be seen from the refuge.
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DV9. Bickington Old Bow Bridge is in the village of Bickington, 6½km west of Newton Abbot, and crosses the
River Lemon, a small tributary of the River Teign. The fabric is granite rubble and the bridge comprises a single
slightly pointed shallow stilted arch, with single flush arch tings made of roughly shaped voussoirs. Contrary to
the statement in the Listing, the soffits do show a transition associated with the widening operation, stated to
have taken place in 1812; the present carriageway width is c4.9m, and allowing for parapets contributing an
additional 0.6m, the present bridge width may be c5.5m. This is just about compatible with the position of the
transition in the photograph below, if indeed the original width was 3.6m, provided allowance is made for
perspective effects. There is a plaque referring to repairs in the late 17 th century, which supports the estimate
of a build-date earlier that century. Access is not very easy but it was possible to get a decent view of the bridge,
as shown below, albeit that the photograph is marred by reflection effects.
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DV10. Bickleigh Bridge carries the A396 across the River Exe, south of Tiverton. The bridge fabric is rubble
and it comprises 5 segmental arches of differing shapes and dimensions, the largest span, of the central arch,
is 6m. There are single arch rings, and on all but the westernmost arch, downstream, there are hood moulds
above, but these are absent upstream. The cutwaters, upstream and downstream are capped below the
parapets. The bridge was built in the period 1550-1630, but substantially repaired after sustaining flood damage
in 1809. It was also widened then, Jervoise suggests by 1.2m, the Listing by 2m, to give the present width of
4.2m; the soffits do not supply the evidence to resolve this, conclusively, but I go with the larger extension. It
is tempting to think that the westernmost arch might also have been rebuilt then. There are now iron tie-bars
strengthening the bridge. The older, downstream face is fairly easily observed and the photograph below is of
that face, and it can be seen that the cutwater on the left is squared off, for no obvious reason.
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DV11. Bickleigh Plym Bridge carries a
minor road over the River Plym, east from
Bickleigh, a village on the northern outskirts
of Plymouth. It is rubble-built with one
segmental arch spanning 7.2m; there are
double flush arch rings. The roadway width
is 2.1m, so it is unlikely that it has been
widened. It can be viewed only from the road
as in the photograph alongside. Jervoise
points to medieval references to bridges at
this location, including one by Leland, but it
is highly unlikely that the present bridge
dates back further than the 17th century,
though equally its narrow width makes it
unlikely that it is much newer.
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DV12. Bicknor Bridge is in woodland, between the villages of North and South Molton, and carries a track over
the River Mole, a tributary of the River Taw. I have not visited the bridge, and beyond the photograph taken by
a Mr. Smith, obtained from the internet, I can say a little about it. The bridge is slightly humped and built of
coursed rubble; there are two segmental arches with single flush arch rings made of shaped voussoirs,
separated by a relatively narrow pier, carrying triangular cutwaters rising to the level of the track. Judging by
marks on a photograph, the bridge may be c3m wide, without parapets but with metal railings, probably fixed
late in the 20th century. The Listing dates the bridge to the 17th century, and I have no reason to argue.
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DV13. Bideford Bridge spans the River
Torridge, connecting the east and west parts
of Bideford; it is just over 200m long. It was
constructed originally from timber around
1286, but between 1460 and 1500, a
masonry bridge was built around the wooden
one, using the old structure as scaffolding
while it remained open to traffic; I cannot
really understand how this could have been
done. As built, the Long Bridge had 24
pointed arches, varying in span from 3.7m to
7.6m. The differing spans allegedly reflect
the lengths of timber used for arch lintels, in
the underlying original structure. The bridge
piers vary from 2.7m to 3.7m in breadth. This bridge was rubble built with dressed stone voussoirs in single
flush arch rings. Widening was carried out from 1792 to 1810 by James Green, who also widened Barnstaple
Long Bridge in similar fashion. Segmental arches were constructed against the faces of the bridge, supported
by the existing triangular cutwaters. The roadway was increased from a width of around 3m to almost 4m. In
the mid-1860s, footways were added by constructing a framework of steel girders supported on stone corbels
built onto the cutwaters. Decorative cast iron parapets were fixed to the girders. The full width of the masonry
structure could then be used for traffic, resulting in 1.4m wide footways flanking a 4.5m wide road. The bridge
was widened once more in 1925, using reinforced concrete. The alterations can be seen in the photograph
above. In January 1968 the western arch of the bridge, nearest the Town Wall, collapsed under flood water,
and extensive repairs were undertaken. In 1987, a new high-level trunk road bridge was constructed over the
River Torridge, north of Long Bridge, which relieved traffic loading on the old structure. A 3 tonne weight
restriction was introduced in 2002. Access is good around a fairly remarkable bridge.
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DV14. Black Torrington Bridge carries a minor
road over the River Torridge north of the village of
Black Torrington which is c19km south of Great
Torrington. It comprises two segmental arches
separated by a heavy pier which carries cutwaters
upstream and downstream; the former one rises
to provide a refuge, the latter is tapered off at
parapet level. There is also a substantial buttress
at the abutment on the south bank, which may be
duplicated elsewhere. It is reported that the width
was 3m in the early 19th century, whereas it is
now of the order of 4.5m, and there is evidence of
some widening upstream in the soffits shown in
the photograph alongside, which is a view from downstream. However that extension appears to add less than
1.5m, and coupled with the relatively modern appearance of the downstream face, I am inclined to the view that
a widening operation in the guise of re-facing might have been carried out there as well. The fabric is coursed
rubble, with flush arch rings of dressed voussoirs. The Listing and Jervoise plump for a 17 th century build-date
though the former body muddies the water by incorrectly stating that the arches viewed from downstream are
4-centred. The overall form as seen below, again from downstream, and the 3m width would fit such a date, but
the fabric, as far as can be seen in difficult light does not, perhaps a result of widening. Access is good
downstream on the north bank, from where the photograph below was taken, but non-existent elsewhere. The
photograph is badly affected by sunlight, but I have found none better.
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DV15. Blackawton Bow Bridge is to the
south of Blackawton, and carries a minor
road over a stream called The Gara. The
photograph was taken from upstream, and
though access to the downstream face might
have been more useful, when I visited, the
route there was an impassable quagmire.
The photograph serves to confirm that the
bridge comprises one flat, slightly stilted
segmental arch, rubble built, with a single
flush arch ring made from narrow voussoirs.
I obtained a photograph of the soffits, too
badly out of focus to present, which seemed
to agree with one thesis put forward by the
Listing that the bridge has been widened from 4.1m to 5.7m at the south (downstream) face, suggesting also
that the arch was tighter in the extension. However the Listing also suggests that the bridge may have been
built only 1.8m wide, and that it has probably been widened at both faces. I cannot confirm this, but prefer it as
an account, because for its build-date and location, 4.1m would have been surprisingly wide. There is a plaque
on the north parapet giving a build date in the 1680s, and this is not disputed by any authority.
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DV16

Blackawton

Millcombe

Bridge

carries a minor road over The Gara, to the
south of Blackawton, in a hamlet upstream of
Bow Bridge. The downstream photograph
shows the segmental river arch, and a
smaller flood arch to the north. As built in the
17th Century it was probably a narrow
packhorse bridge, but in the 18th century it
was widened upstream, and the flood arch
was added. Then, a century later, it was
widened downstream as well, so only in the soffits is the original fabric likely to be visible. Because of focusing
issues the picture is not clear cut, but a transition between the downstream extension and the central less
regular stonework is certainly visible beneath the river arch, and suggests that the original bridge was more
than doubled in width. There is no reason to suggest that it was not rubble-built, but anything more would be
speculation.
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DV17. Bovey Bridge over the River Bovey, a tributary of the River Teign, is near the centre of the village of
Bovey Tracey. The fabric is a mix of rubble and ashlar, while a steel footbridge has been added to the upstream
face. The 2 segmental arches have a total length of 12m, probably spanning c5m each, and the bridge was built
3m wide. It was widened upstream by 2.4m in 1852; the junction is visible in the soffits in the photograph below,
taken from downstream. The original face, assuming it survives is that in the photograph, with a refuge above
a cutwater, but unfortunately defaced by a pipe as shown. A rescued plaque, now attached to the upstream
parapet gives a date of 1642, which presumably refers to the building of the present bridge. Access is easy
around the bridge, but no observer has evinced much enthusiasm for a structure which may be quite old, but
lacks features which might single it out.

21

DV18. Brendon Leeford Packhorse Bridge crosses the East Lynn River near the centre of the village for
which it is named, and once gave access to a mill, but is now redundant and blocked. It is near the north-west
edge of Exmoor. There is a single semi-circular arch, close to 2m wide. The fabric is rubble and the single flush
arch rings are made of roughly cut slices. The bridge is hump-backed, with a cobbled trackway, low parapets,
and steps at its southern end. As often with such bridges, the build-date is a loosely estimated 17/18th century,
according to the Listing, and I cannot be more precise. Its designation as a packhorse bridge is doubtful because
it has probably only carried local traffic. The bridge surrounds are very overgrown; the photograph taken more
than a decade ago is misleading in that regard. I failed to find the bridge on my first foray, even although I must
have been looking directly towards it from a distance of less than 50m, standing on the road bridge in the village.
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DV19. Brent Mill Bridge crosses the River
Avon, just off the B3372 in the township of
South Brent. The fabric is granite rubble, with
dressed stone in the voussoirs. There is a
larger main arch with a flood arch to the
west, and both are deep segmental with
single

recessed

arch

rings

on

the

downstream, unaltered face. The bridge
length is estimated to be 14.5m; if this is
correct the larger arch spans almost 8m.
Jervoise is of the view that the bridge dates from the 16th century, far older than the Listing estimate, though
both are agreed that it was widened on the north, upstream face, probably in the 18 th century, to its present
width of 3.9m, but neither source indicates the extent of the change. There are indications of double flush arch
rings on the widened face, and tie-bars have been inserted to increase the stability of the structure. The bridge
can now only be viewed from the carriageway, and the only useful photograph I have found, dating from the
1940s shows some of the downstream features referred to in the text. It appears that the refuge at this face is
supported in an unusual way by the cutwater.
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DV20. Bridford Bridge carries the B3193
over the River Teign, c3km south-east of
Dunsford. The main interest in the bridge is
the method of its widening, in that the original
two 4-centred arches, spanning c7m now
abut on a structure with a single shallow
segmental arch at the upstream face; the
total span of the latter is 16.2m. Park Bridge
in Galloway is probably the only match in this
regard, in the United Kingdom. The 2-arched
bridge has double arch rings in two orders
and the cutwater is capped below parapet
level. The fabric is granite rubble, quite finely
dressed in places. The widening achieved
was from 2.8m to just over 4m. The original
bridge is likely to date from early in the 16th
century, on the basis of its 4-centred form
and the fact that it was seen by Leland; the
widening operation took place in the 19th
century. As with many bridges in Devon,
viewing was difficult because of the density
of the foliage, even although good access to
the river bank was obtained upstream. I
present copies of the pictures in Henderson
&

Jervoise,

and

my

own

upstream

photograph, which confirms the general
configuration
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DV21. Brightley Bridge carries a very minor
road over the River Okemont, a tributary of
the River Torridge, a few kilometres north of
Oakhampton. It seems to comprise 3 stilted
segmental arches, but has been widened
and the soffits as seen in the photograph
alongside, taken from upstream, and that
below taken from downstream, show that
this has been done at each face. The
upstream arch shape may have been
changed slightly from an original 4-centred
pattern

which

may

persist

on

the

downstream face, though the angle of view
of my photograph makes this difficult to
confirm. Originally the bridge was probably
less than 2m wide, and it is now c4.5m wide.
The fabric is granite rubble, random on the
faces, but coursed in the soffits, and roughly
dressed in the single flush arch rings, though nothing can be said in this regard, about the original bridge.
Downstream, the piers carry wide pilasters with rolled tops at the level of the crowns of the arches, upstream
there are triangular cutwaters capped at the same level. The Listing suggests that the appearance of the bridge
owes most to a rebuild, probably the widening, in 1858. Whether it was widened at both faces at the same time
is unknown. If indeed the narrow bridge surviving at the centre has 4-centred arches, the 16th century build date
suggested by the Listing is tenable. Access is very good around the bridge.
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DV22. Cator Bridge is on a minor road
between Bellever and Widecombe, just over
1½km east of the former, and crosses the
Walla Brook, a tributary of the East Dart
River. It is essentially a clapper bridge with
two piers and abutments made of granite
blocks, across which slabs have been laid to
form lintels; a road surface and rubble
parapets

complete

the

structure.

The

roadway is c2.6m wide, and the lintels span
c1.5m each. The Listing suggests a dating of
c1800, and the bridge in its present form is
unlikely to be older, but it may have been
built on a simpler, narrower clapper bridge,
as happened at Foxworthy Bridge; parts
could date to the 17th century or even earlier,
so I will class it as 17/18th century. The
evidence for widening is inconclusive in the upper photograph, although there are vertical breaks as would be
expected. Access is very good, and the bridge looks to have been exceptionally well maintained.
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DV23. Chagford Bridge carries a minor
road over the River Teign on the west side of
the village of the same name, 5km northwest of Moretonhampstead. The fabric is
granite rubble, which is coursed in the
cutwaters, and dressed in the voussoirs.
There are three slightly pointed arches, each
with smooth soffits; the central one is slightly
taller than the other two. The lower of two
arch rings is unchamfered and recessed
below a second chamfered arch ring, as
seen in the photograph alongside. The
cutwaters on each face are triangular and
rise to provide small refuges at the level of
the roadway, which is only 2.4m wide. I
gained access on the west, upstream bank
and it should also be possible to view the downstream face. It is likely that this bridge was mentioned by Leland,
and repaired later in the 16th century, so a build date earlier that century is plausible.
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DV24. Clifford Bridge carries a minor road
across the River Teign, 3km downstream of
Fingle

Bridge,

towards

the

village

of

Dunsford. The fabric is mainly coursed,
dressed granite, both as regards the original
bridge, and the more visible 19th century
alterations. The bridge has 3 segmental
arches, and as built probably had single flush
arch rings. The original arches are framed by
the added structures which have much
shallower openings springing from higher on
the

piers

cutwaters

and

abutments.

upstream

and

There

are

downstream,

capped below the crowns of the arches. The
original bridge was 2.2m wide, but the
alterations on both faces doubled this to
4.4m, as illustrated in the photographs
alongside and below. The bridge probably
dates from the 17th century. Access seemed
to very limited when I visited. The lower
photograph was taken from the website,
https://treksandtors.co/ , and shows the form
of the bridge.

28

DV25. Clyst St. Mary Bridge, which is first recorded in the early
decades of the 13th century, comprises several arches linked by a
walled causeway which once carried the road from Sidmouth to
Exeter across the River Clyst and its flood plain, and now sits
alongside the A3052. The bridge is just to the west of the village of
Clyst St Mary (formerly Bishop's Clyst) c5km east of Exeter. There
were at least four stages of construction. The two low segmental
arches spanning the River Clyst itself at the western end of the
bridge are thought to be the most ancient part of the structure,
presumably that referred to in 1238. These arches are 3.4m wide
and would have carried a roadway 2.8m in width. Each vault rests
on four chamfered ribs, as shown in the top photograph, which also
gives evidence of widening. The fabric is trap (volcanic basalt) and
sandstone ashlar; the ribs are entirely of sandstone. The absence of
Heavitree stone, quarried nearby after the middle of the 14th century
supports the early construction date of these arches and for a single
arch at the centre of the causeway and the two arches at the eastern
end of the bridge, which carry it across a mill leet. The latter three
arches are sufficiently similar in construction to suggest that they
were built in the same period, although they are clearly different to
the western arches and may date to 1310. They are in the
foreground of the middle photograph, have a chamfered plinth at the
base and are wider than those at the west thus allowing for an
increased road width, 3.94m in the case of the central arch, and
3.35m over the two eastern arches. The revetment walls and
buttresses of the causeway appear to be substantially of one build.
In this case extensive use has been made of Heavitree stone which
suggests a mid-14th century or later date for their construction. An
order to undertake major repairs in 1603 is believed to relate to the
causeway rather than the arches. All five medieval arches were
however widened after the mid-19th century by the addition of semicircular arches of breccia, unfortunately at both the north and south
faces. The smooth original portion of the vault of one of the eastern
arches is shown in the bottom photograph. The bridge was
reportedly the site of a minor battle of the Wars of the Roses in
1455 and it also featured in the Western Prayer Book Rebellion of
1549; in the latter case a battle here, was followed by the massacre
in cold blood of 1000 rebel captives. Access to land north and south
of the bridge is available to those more nimble than me, and it is surprising that there are so few photographs
of such an important artefact on the internet.
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DV26. Columbjohn Bridge is 8½km north-east of Exeter, and carries a minor road over one branch of the
River Culm, a tributary of the River Exe. It comprises 2 flat segmental arches and a small arch to the west which
looks more like provision for a mill lade than a flood arch. The fabric is ashlar and there are single flush arch
rings. There are small cutwaters upstream and downstream, and string courses run horizontally at carriageway
level. The bridge is c3.5m wide and has not been widened. There are no real date-markers on the bridge which
is attributed by the Listing to 17/18th century, dating with which I concur. Access is possible downstream from
where the photograph below was taken, but there is considerable tree growth. It is a rather nondescript bridge.

30

DV27. Culmstock Bridge carries the B3391 over the River Culm, a tributary of the River Exe, in the village of
the same name which is 19km east of Tiverton. The limestone rubble bridge, as seen now, results from three
phases of building separated by many centuries. A bridge comprising 3 segmental arches is thought to have
been built in the 14th century, (repairs in 1412 are documented), but one arch was swept away in 1774, and
replaced by 2 arches. At the same time another 2 arches were added giving presumably 6 in total, (not 5 as
suggested by Jervoise). Then in the 20th century, after 1930, the southernmost arch was replaced by a flat
concrete lintel, and at that time, the pier beside it, may have been greatly broadened. The other arches are all
segmental and stilted of varying heights and spans; the largest two span 6m each, the other 3 segmental arches
each span 4.8m. There are single flush arch rings of dressed voussoirs. The bridge is only 3m wide. There are
cutwaters upstream and downstream with three of the former and two of the latter rising to provide refuges; the
remainder are capped below the parapets. The bridge is easily viewed from downstream, as in the photograph,
though there is some obscuration by trees. It is tentatively assumed that the original arches are to the north, the
left on the photograph, but they all look similar. The bridge is hard to assess; the 14th century build-date is
completely implausible, on the basis of appearance, and it must have been totally rebuilt at some stage. The
width suggests that this was probably done before the alterations of 1774, but I must class it as 17/18th century
because of the uncertainty.
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DV28. Dart Bridge carries the B3380 over the River Dart, just to the north-east of Buckfastleigh. The original
bridge had 4 pointed arches, though assuming that they are the set-back arches with double arch rings to be
seen in the photograph taken from downstream, below, it is clear that the points were slight. That bridge was of
length 45m, with individual arch spans of c8m, and broad piers; it had a carriageway width of 2.25m only, and
whether it had refuges is unknown. Upstream widening took place in the 19th century, and increased the width
to 5.7m; it followed the original arch shapes quite closely as can be seen in the photograph. Around 1930 a
further widening took place at the downstream face in the photograph, whereby flat segmental arches were
added alongside. Probably, something similar took place at the upstream face, though I could not get a view to
confirm this, giving the present overall width of close to 12m. The latest extension in limestone rubble dominates
the downstream aspect, with semi-circular buttresses above the cutwaters rising to parapet level as a notable
feature. It is thought that a significant part of the structure may date from the 14th century when it is first
mentioned in documents. Public access to this fine bridge is non-existent below the road-way, and the
photograph comes from house-sale literature.
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DV29. Dartmeet Clapper Bridge is a few tens of metres north of the B3357, crossing the East Dart River on
the other side of that road from the merger of streams which forms the River Dart. Unfortunately, a large part of
the pathway across the river was washed away in 1826, and although various restoration exercises have been
attempted since, as of now only 2 lintel slabs remain in situ. Originally there were abutments and 4 piers made
of loosely stacked blocks of granite, which do largely survive, with 5 large slabs laid across them to form
rectangular apertures. The two that remain are the southern-most and that at the centre. The Listing suggests
that the bridge dates from the 17th century or earlier, and I cannot offer any more than that. Access is fairly good
on the south bank of the river, though straggly trees interfere with the view.
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DV30. Denham Bridge crosses the River
Tavy on a minor road leading east from Bere
Alston to Buckland Monachorum, and is
roughly midway between the villages. The
fabric is rubble, and the bridge has two
arches, one, the larger slightly pointed with
double arch rings upstream, the lower
recessed as shown alongside, but with a
single flush arch ring downstream, shown
below. The smaller arch is semi-circular with
double

arch

rings

upstream

and

downstream. The most curious feature is the
fact that most of the water flows in a deep
channel beneath the larger arch, whereas
below the other arch, the river bed is much
higher, so that this arch really serves the
function of a flood arch. There is a small
cutwater downstream, but none upstream. For no obvious reason Jervoise dismisses the idea that a bridge
requiring repair in the 17th century is what we now see, yet that is surely the likeliest scenario, with a build-date
perhaps a century earlier, given the arch form. The differences between the upstream and downstream faces
suggest that there may have been widening downstream, to the present value of c4m, though there is no
evidence in the soffits, and if so it probably was done amongst other work in the early 19th century. Access is
quite good, and both faces of the bridge can be viewed, albeit through trees.
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DV31. Drakeford Bridge crosses the River
Bovey, 3½km north-west of the small town of
Bovey Tracey. It is most easily reached from
the B3387 by way of minor roads, some
single-track with passing-points. It is rubblebuilt with a single, slightly stilted, segmental
arch spanning 6.1m, and as can be seen in
the upper photograph, the downstream face
has one slightly recessed arch ring of
shaped voussoirs below a hood-mould. The
lower photograph shows the upstream face,
and apart from the intrusive pipe, the
discontinuity in the soffits shows that the
bridge has been widened; there is a single
flush arch-ring made up of thicker dressed
voussoirs. Henderson and Jervoise suggest
that the bridge was originally 2.4m wide, with
which estimate I can agree, but I think the
widening was by c1.2m, a little less than their
estimate. They point to an inscription on the
parapet referring to a repair in 1684, so it is
reasonable to assign it to earlier in the 17th
century, though there is little other evidence
for such an early build-date; the widening
was carried out no earlier than the 19th
century.
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DV32. Ellerhayes Bridge, which carries a
minor road over the River Culm, a tributary
of the River Exe, is found to the south-east
of Silverton, a village in the northern environs
of Exeter. The coursed rubble structure
comprises four 2-centred, pointed river
arches, spanning c5m, together with 2 flood
arches to the east, one built in brick. The
present bridge is 4.8m wide, but this follows
widening which added 1.8m upstream,
though the evidence is not clear in the soffits.
The arches viewed from downstream, northwest, have double chamfered arch rings as
shown alongside, but the upstream face is
much plainer with single arch rings. There are cutwaters upstream and downstream, capped off below the level
of the parapets. The original build-date is normally estimated as the 15th century, with the widening perhaps
taking place in the late 18th century. Unfortunately the altered upstream face is more easily viewed than the
downstream face, so the photograph below showing the overall configuration is of that aspect.
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DV33. Fingle Bridge is at the end of a minor road leading south-east from the Dartmoor village of
Drewsteignton. Strictly it is hardly a road bridge as there is no continuation except by tracks and paths on the
south bank of the River Teign which it crosses. The fabric is rubble, coursed at lower levels, more random
above. There are 3 segmental arches, spanning up to 4.8m; each has single flush arch rings, but the
northernmost is noticeably less rough round the voussoirs, and I have a suspicion that it is a rebuild. The piers
have pointed cutwaters, upstream and downstream, and they rise to provide refuges off the narrow track-way
which is only 1.8m in width. The parapet’s rounded coping stones are worthy of mention, because they
contribute to a satisfyingly coherent structure, rather than jarring as so often. The bridge is attributed to the late
16th or 17th century, though I would incline to the later period. Access is fairly good, although foliage does
interfere with some lines of sight, but it is easy to see why the bridge and its surroundings constitute a noted
beauty spot.
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DV34. Fordton Bridge over the River Yeo
carries a minor road on the south side of
Crediton. The fabric is mainly rubble, but the
arch rings are roughly dressed. It has 4
slightly pointed arches which on the west
(upstream) face have double arch rings in
two orders, which are slightly chamfered.
The cutwaters are large, and are carried
upwards to provide refuges. The bridge was
widened, in the early 20th century, according
to the Listing, probably by just less than 1m,
to give a road 3.6m wide, now. Apparently no
effort was made to replicate the form of the
bridge as the Listing refers to flat concrete
lintels and buttresses, but I was unable to
confirm this. Certainly there are no refuges on the modified downstream face as shown in the photograph above.
Jervoise suggests that the bridge is one referred to in 1668, and the arch ring design and arch shape would
push its likely build-date back to the 16th century unless it is to be regarded as a pastiche, as seems to be the
judgement of the Listing. I was unable to obtain a photograph to match that I have culled from the Internet, but
disappointingly it does not supply evidence of widening. Access around the bridge is limited.
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DV35. Foxworthy Bridge carries a farm track over the River
Bovey, to the north-west of Bovey Tracey. I failed on two
occasions to get to this bridge, but obtained with some
difficulty the upper photograph from a ‘Moorlandwalks’
website; I have seen no other. As can be seen, the bridge is
essentially a clapper bridge with lintels supported at the bank
and on a central pier made up of large granite blocks; they
form two rectangular channels. A roadway and low parapets
are supported by the lintels, and it is difficult to imagine that
the bridge has not been substantially widened from its
original form, which is perhaps conveyed in the lower
photograph dating from 1880. Things are complicated by the
fact that the river seems to have found its own path under the
trackway in the bottom right corner of the photograph, leaving
the proper arches as no more than flood arches. Whether this
has left the trackway ripe for collapse, I do not know but it
can hardly be a stable situation. It is suggested by Historic
England that the bridge in its earlier form might be medieval,
but there is no real evidence for this; however the mill to
which it originally gave access may have 17th century origins,
and on that rather dubious basis I assign the bridge to the
same period. I have only seen this type of adaptation of
clapper bridges to carry road traffic in South-West England
and Wales.
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DV36. Gara Bridge carries a minor road
over the River Avon, a few kilometres
downstream from Avonwick. The fabric is
slate rubble, dressed to make the voussoirs.
It had a single slightly pointed arch of span
8.5m, with double arch rings, the inner one
recessed and visible on the north upstream
face, as shown in the old photograph
alongside.

Downstream,

since

the

photograph was taken, there has been an
extension of width of 0.9m to the bridge in
the form of a shallow segmental arch with a
single flush arch ring. The original width of
what is probably a 17th century bridge must
have been just less than 2m; narrow, though
not too narrow for carts, as stated by
Jervoise, and the Listing seems equally
astray in its comments on this matter.
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DV37. Harberton Rolster Bridge carries a minor road over the River Harbourne to the west of Harbertonford,
4½km south-west of Totnes. The upper photograph is an upstream view, the lower taken from downstream, and
they show that the bridge comprises two unequal segmental arches, the larger to the west, which are separated
upstream by a very large cutwater. The bridge is rubble-built and there are single flush arch rings made of
narrow roughly shaped voussoirs. The view from downstream shows the roadway occupying only part of the
area above the arches available to it, especially above the smaller arch, and as a result it is only c3.2m wide.
The parapets at both faces are topped by long vertically arrayed slates. The larger arch soffits are coated with
cement and display a vertical junction, but I am unconvinced that this derives from widening; the smaller arch
with voussoirs visible in the soffits was either built later or widened. Although a bridge here is mentioned by
Leland, it may only survive as footings, with the main visible structure dating from the late-17th century, with
some later alterations. Access is easy, to view both faces of an unusual bridge.
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DV38. Harberton Yeo Bridge carries a minor road over the Harbourne River, a tributary of the River Dart, and
is north-west of the village of Harberton, just south of a road from Totnes to Avonwick. The bridge comprises
one segmental, rubble-built arch with single flush arch rings made of narrow voussoirs. The parapet on the
south face, topped with slate slices is thought to be original, and the prominent plaque on this south, downstream
face refers to a build-date of 1688. The bridge has a span of 3.9m according to Jervoise, and he recorded a
roadway width of 4.5m. The photograph of the south face below shows that the bridge has been widened at the
north face; the jambs have been brought in on the extension which appears to have added about a third to the
width. As built the bridge must have been c3.3m wide between the parapets. Access is good downstream.
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DV39. Harford (Erme) Bridge carries a
minor road across the River Erme, 3½km
north of Ivybridge, though I reached it along
the minor road east from the village of
Cornwood by way of Wisdome Bridge. My
own photograph (above) which was taken
from the road is unsatisfactory in many
regards, so I have included a photograph
taken by a Mr. Waring from river-level which
properly shows the configuration; both
photographs are of the downstream face.
The bridge built of granite rubble has a larger
segmental river arch, to the east, and a
smaller semi-circular flood arch, which
according to Henderson and Jervoise, add
up with the pier to a bridge length of 12m.
This implies that the span of the larger arch
is c7m. That arch has double arch rings, very
slightly inset, and the same is true on the
downstream face of the smaller arch. There
is some evidence that the larger arch has
been widened at the upstream face, both
from the soffits on the upper photograph,
and from other photographs on the internet,
though Henderson and Jervoise suggest
that only the smaller one might have been.
The present width of the bridge is c2.5m, so
if say 0.7m was added it was originally
c1.8m. There is a consensus that the smaller
arch is a later addition, and that the bridge
dates at least as far back as the 17th century.
The question seems to be whether a
significant part of a known 16th century
bridge survives in the structure, but I would incline to the later date. As already indicated, access to view the
bridge is poor, especially, upstream.
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DV40. Harford (Tavy) Bridge over the River Tavy is just to the east of the A386, 4½km north-east of Tavistock,
and gives access to the village of Peter Tavy. The bridge has 3 arches, with the one in the centre segmental
and of significantly greater span than each of the other two which are pointed, the one to the east more so. The
arches have double arch rings in two orders, with light chamfering. The triangular cutwaters at each face rise to
provide refuges at roadway level; otherwise the road is 3m wide. The fabric is granite rubble saving that the
eastern arch is built of metamorphic stone which is coursed, and the voussoirs of the central and eastern arches
are finely dressed. Jervoise accepts that there was a bridge of some kind on the site in the 16th century, but
dismisses the likelihood that what we see now is of that period, because the spans of the present arches seem
incompatible with measurements presented in the early 19th century. The Listing suggests that the eastern arch
may be early, but that the other two arches were built later. This fits with the account given in the publicity
material of a local camp site that two arches were destroyed by flood water in the 1890s, after which the river
changed course, presumably slightly to the west. The large segmental central arch is explained by the need to
lengthen the bridge to accommodate the change in course, the western arch must have been made pointed for
aesthetic reasons to preserve symmetry, given that the eastern arch had survived. It is surprising that an effort
was not made to widen the bridge but I can vouch for the fact that it carries a little used road. If this scenario is
correct the surviving eastern arch, to the left in the photograph taken from upstream, spans 5.4m and is sensibly
dated to c1500, albeit that it has been restored since. Access is good, especially upstream.
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DV41. Hartland Abbey Bridge may date to
the late 17th century. It carries an approach
road to the rear of Hartland Abbey, which is
21½km west of Bideford. It is strikingly
similar to nearby Hartland Bow Bridge,
except that the stilted arches are segmental
rather than Gothic, and topped with a
dentilated string course; the cutwaters are
especially similar. The fabric is coursed
rubble, and there are single flush arch rings
made of dressed voussoirs. Unfortunately I
have not been able to obtain dimensions for
this bridge.
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DV42. Hartland Bow Bridge carries the
access road to Hartland Abbey across the
Abbey River to the east of the village of
Hartland on the North Devon peninsula,
21km

west

of

Bideford.

The

original

downstream west face of the bridge is shown
alongside but the configuration is more
easily seen on the widened upstream face,
to the east, shown below. It comprises 2
stilted pointed arches built of slatestone
rubble, which might span c2m each. There
are single arch rings at each face, made of
roughly shaped narrow voussoirs. Cutwaters
at each face have been capped below the
parapets, though once both probably rose to
refuges;

there

are

buttresses

at

the

abutments on the west face. The soffits have
vertical marks and log holes associated with installing an extension which suggest that the roadway was more
than doubled in width to the present 2.75m, so it must originally have been only c1.2m wide. If linked to the
abbey, the bridge would date back to the 16th century, but it is documented only from the early 17th century, and
that may be a better estimate of build-date, though the arch shape would be anachronistic. The widening dates
from c1800; the road level was raised to flatten the profile, and new parapets were added in the 20 th century.
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DV43. Hatch Bridge carries a minor road
across the Devon River Avon, upstream and
east of Aveton Gifford, and south-west of
Loddiswell. I have not visited it because I
was unwilling to trust my car to the only road
leading there. The only useful photograph I
have found is owed to a Mr. Harper, but it
only partially answers questions about the
bridge. It is clear that it now has two
segmental arches, and before widening,
which by all accounts took place on both
sides, it had two deeper segmental arches,
probably spanning little more than 2m each;
the original arch rings were recessed and made of dressed voussoirs. The triangular cutwaters on each face
are cut off level with the tops of the arches. The widening operation in 1827 probably added 0.6m at each face
to an original 1.9m, but I think that 1m high parapets were incorporated at this point so the overall gain in
carriageway width was only 0.4m, to the present 2.3m. The fabric is thin rubble tiles but attention is drawn to
the curious layers above the arch rings where the tiles alternate between vertical and horizontal alignment. The
bridge is thought to have begun life in the 17th century as a packhorse bridge.
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DV44. Hayne Bridge over the River Thrushel, which feeds by way of the River Lyd into the River Tamar, is to
be found just south of the A30, to the west of a village called Stowford. Rather surprisingly, given its robust
appearance, it has been bypassed on a minor road in recent years, and is best viewed from its replacement. It
is a rubble-built bridge with 4 segmental arches springing from chamfered imposts. The single arch rings are all
recessed, beneath hood moulds on the outer arches. The Listing considers that it is the result of a 17 th century
reconstruction with older elements remaining, and that the springing of the central arches suggests that they
were once pointed, but I cannot see the evidence. The cutwaters are capped below parapet level. The roadway
is 3.5m wide, and it has not been widened. Access is easily available from downstream, but it is not possible to
view the other face; there is considerable obstruction from foliage, so that the whole bridge cannot be seen. I
take the bridge to have been built in the 17th century.
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DV45. Higher Meavy Bridge carries a minor
road over the River Meavy, a tributary of the
River Plym; it is just south-east of a hamlet
called Meavy which in turn is on the eastern
outskirts of Yelverton. It is built of granite
rubble with a single shallow segmental arch
spanning 6m. The upper photograph of the
soffits makes it quite clear that it has been
widened downstream, perhaps late in the
18th century, to the present 2.7m; the
increase was probably c0.8m, so the original
bridge was c1.9m wide. Unfortunately I was
only

able

to

view

the

bridge

from

downstream from where my photographs
were

both

taken,

and

none

of

the

considerable number on the internet gives
an upstream view. So I am unable to confirm
or otherwise the assertion of the Listing that
the upstream face has been rebuilt recently, or to comment on the arch ring arrangement there. Henderson and
Jervoise note repairs in 1665, and the original width stacks up well with 16 th or 17th century origins though the
lack of a sight of the upstream face is unfortunate; the upper photograph does not suggest a major recent
rebuild, so I shall suggest that this is basically a 16th or 17th century bridge, widened c150 years later.
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DV46. Holne Bridge crosses the River Dart
on the road from Ashburton, in the east, to
Princetown, 3km west of the former in
Dartmoor. The fabric is granite rubble,
shaped roughly to form the voussoirs of the
3 near-semi-circular arches which spring
from granite imposts, the largest spanning
8.1m. There is also a segmental flood arch
at the south end. There are single recessed
arch rings on the downstream face seen in
the photograph below, and on the outer
arches viewed from upstream. The largest
central arch has a flush arch ring at this face, as can be seen in the upper photograph where there is also a
suggestion of widening in the soffits. Cutwaters, upstream and downstream, rise to give refuges at road level;
they are larger downstream, another indication perhaps of widening of the central river arch. The total length is
approximately 30m, and the width is 3m. The bridge is fairly tightly attributed to 1413, after the destruction of an
earlier structure by flooding. Alleged widening in the 19 th century was perhaps confined to the central arch to
bring the dimension up to a meagre 3m along the full length, with the suggestion that originally it was c2m in
the centre. Access to the river bank is obtained easily enough but foliage interferes with general views of this
impressive bridge to the extent that I have had to use photographs taken from the internet, and obviously
obtained during winter months.
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DV47. Holne New Bridge is on the same Dartmoor road as Holne Bridge, crossing the River Dart c3km further
west (6km from Ashburton). It comprises two large and one smaller segmental arch springing from high imposts.
The fabric is coursed granite rubble, and there are single recessed arch rings beneath hood moulds. Upstream
and downstream cutwaters are carried upwards to provide refuges in the roadway which is only 2.7m wide. The
parapets may be a later addition but they blend in reasonably well with the rest of the structure. The bridge is
thought to date without significant alteration from the 15th century, though it was refurbished and reinforced in
the 19th century, and its exceptional condition, seen in the photograph below, perhaps owes much to that
operation. It is perplexing that it does not appear to be listed. Access to river bank level is fairly easily gained,
and the obscuration by foliage is less than for many Devonian bridges. The photograph taken from upstream
shows the two larger arches, that on the left spans 6.3m; the smallest third arch is out of shot, further to the left.
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DV48. Horrabridge Bridge carries a minor road over the River Walkham, a tributary of the River Tavy, in the
centre of the village of Horrabridge, 5½km south-east of Tavistock. The fabric is granite rubble, squared and
coursed in the piers, random above. The bridge comprises 3 acutely pointed arches, of slightly different shapes,
two of span 4.2m, the other 3.3m adding with the piers to give a total bridge length of 17m. There are double
arch rings flush to the bridge faces and two pointed cutwaters on each pier which rise to give refuges in the
roadway which is 3.3m wide. The bridge is thought to date back to the 14 th century, possibly even a century
earlier, and apart from minor repairs has not been altered since. Access to view the bridge is excellent.
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DV49. Huckworthy Bridge over the River Walkham is on a minor road leading north of Walkhampton, just
upstream from Horrabridge. The fabric is granite and slate-stone rubble, squared and dressed lower down and
for the voussoirs, more random above. The bridge has 2 unequally sized slightly pointed arches, with the smaller
to the north, together giving a total length of 15m. The arches have double arch rings, with the lower ones
slightly recessed, and there are cutwaters upstream and downstream which rise to provide refuges in the
roadway which is 2.5m wide. The build-date is thought to be around 1500, and although some repairs have
been made, the configuration is unchanged. Access is good, though the upstream aspect is hard to view.
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