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OS Location
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BUILD DATE
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17th C
17th C
th

17 C
15th C?
th

17 C
14th C
16th C
15th C?
14th C
1599
14th C

The information sheets for the bridges are on the succeeding pages.
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1. Eaton Bridge on the south-eastern outskirts
of Leominster carries the A44 across the River
Lugg. It has three segmental arches which
each span 4.7m, and two piers of breadth 2.5m;
there are flush single arch rings. The two lower,
outer arches may date from c1500, but
probably not earlier given their plain-ness;
Leland mentioned the bridge in the 1540s. The
photograph alongside shows the soffits of the
eastern arch viewed from downstream (south);
there are three thick unchamfered ribs, towards the near face. The unsupported part of the soffits corresponds to
the widening carried out in the 18th century, which added 1.5m, to the original 4.5m wide carriageway. The western
arch is also ribbed, but the central arch which has been substantially raised has smooth soffits and probably dates
from the 18th century. The fabric of the bridge is rubble sandstone, save that the lower courses of the cutwaters
are ashlar. The piers have cut-waters both upstream and downstream, rising to triangular refuges, but those on
the upstream side are largely engrossed by the later widening. The view below is from downstream, so shows the
surviving parts of the original bridge. Access is good there.
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HE2. Hampton Bishop Footbridge carries a
path across the River Lugg, a short distance
upstream from its junction with the River Wye;
it links the villages of Longworth and Hampton
Bishop, both just east of Hereford. It comprises
3 segmental arches of brick with single flush
arch rings, separated by sandstone ashlar
piers. The largest central arch spans c3.7m,
while the piers have a breadth of c1.4m, and
carry ashlar cutwaters topped by pilasters.
Masonry is to be found throughout the lower
part of the structure while the upper part is of red brick, including the parapets, (only over the central arch at the
upstream face, with rails elsewhere) yet curiously the mixture is quite satisfying visually. The width of the track is
2.8m, and the bridge has not been widened. The Listing suggests a build-date in the 17th century, with the masonry
parts presumably survivals, and then a major rebuild in 1737 which saw the introduction of raised brick arches,
and the pilasters. Access around the bridge is good after a walk across fields from Hampton Bishop church; the
upper photograph was taken from upstream, the lower, downstream, unfortunately on a gloomy wet day.
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HE3. Hereford Wye Bridge across the River Wye carried the only road south from Hereford for many centuries.
Although a bridge is documented from the 12th century, Jervoise deduces, presumably because they are 4centred, that four of the six visible arches date from a late 15th century rebuild which is also documented. There are
records of 8 arches so 2 may be buried in the approaches. The third arch from the north end, (to the left on the
upper photograph) was broken to deny entry to a Scots army, during the Civil War. The 17 th century replacement
arch is low and segmental with three shallow, supporting ribs; the design choice which differs so much from the
other arches is puzzling. The southern arch was rebuilt in segmental form in the mid-18th century, presumably as
part of the process of dismantling a gatehouse which had survived from medieval times. The fabric is sandstone
coursed rubble throughout; the original arch rings may have been unchamfered in two orders. The bridge was
widened in the 19th century, first on the western upstream face, and then on the eastern downstream face, so that
the parapets are now 7.2m apart, an approximate doubling in width; the evidence is clearly visible in the soffits of
most arches because the spans were increased somewhat, though there was inconsistency in the forms of the
extensions. The original arch spans vary but are in a tight range around 9m. The large cutwaters, upstream and
downstream, are all carried up to provide refuges Both faces can be viewed easily; the upstream aspect is above,
downstream below.
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HE4. Leystone Bridge carries a minor road
eastwards across the River Lugg into the
village of Marden, 7½km north of Hereford. Its
predecessor was probably the bridge referred
to by Leland under the name of Wisterton
Bridge. The existing structure dates from the
17th century, to which period belong the two
original side arches and the piers between them
and the lower stonework of the main arch. The
latter, formerly central, has been heightened
and is now stilted, but its span is probably unchanged at 2.7m; the brick voussoirs, which can be seen in the
photograph above date from 1757. The larger western arch, to the left in the lower photograph, is an addition of
the early 19th century, probably replacing a causeway. The parapets are modern. The two unaltered, smaller
arches are plain and segmental with single flush arch rings. The fabric is coursed sandstone rubble, apart from
the bricks, and there are three cutwaters upstream and two downstream (to the south). The bridge has a total
length of 26m and the carriageway width, unaltered since the 17th century, is 3.6m. The cutwaters are capped so
there are no refuges. Access is very poor, with dense shrubbery obstructing the view from the banks, so I have had
to use the old photograph, taken from downstream, to show the whole bridge. Notice especially the pronounced
crown.
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HE5. Lugg Bridge carries the A465 across the
river after which it is named, to the east of
Lugwardine.

Viewed

from

the

north,

it

comprises three rubble-built arches with that in
the centre segmental, the other two, pointed.
The one to the east, with double flush arch
rings, is the largest with a span of c7.5m and
the total bridge length is 27m; it is set slightly
skew to the river. The piers have cutwaters at
both faces, rising to refuges. The photograph
alongside shows two square ribs and traces of
a third, beneath the central arch which has
single flush arch rings. Ribs are also found on
the soffits of the westernmost arch, which unfortunately could not be photographed. There is clear sight of the
downstream extension added in the 1960s, which increased the width from 4.9m to 7.5m. In consequence, this
aspect is modern with three segmental arches. The bridge was probably built in the 14th century and repairs are
mentioned in the Hereford episcopal registers in 1409 and 1464. The western arch is most likely original and the
eastern arch may date from the 15th century; the middle arch is apparently of 14th century material, reconstructed
not very long afterwards. The parapets are modern. Access is easily obtained to view most of the interesting
upstream aspect of the bridge, though parking on a busy road might present a problem. The photograph below
shows the eastern and central arches viewed from upstream (north).
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HE6. Lugwardine Bridge carries the A438 across the River Lugg, 3½km west of Hereford. The fabric is coursed,
dressed sandstone, and the bridge comprises three segmental arches giving a total length of 23.5m, with the
largest central arch contributing c5.5m. It was documented in 1690 so should probably be assigned to the early
part of the 17th century. The bridge was widened upstream by 2.7m in 1824, from the original 3.9m, and the
parapets on both faces, together with the horizontal ledges and mini-corbel supports probably are of that date.
The northernmost arch, to the right in the photograph taken from downstream, is different in detail from the other
two original arches, and has been rebuilt, perhaps in the 18th century. The transition in colouration and fabric
around the level of the arch imposts is curious, but unexplained by its expert surveyors. Access downstream of
the bridge is fair, allowing the older face to be viewed.
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HE7. Mordiford Bridge crosses the River
Lugg, close to its confluence with the River
Wye, carrying the B4224 between Mordiford to
the east and Hampton Bishop to the west. The
river itself is spanned by 2 arches, each resting
on 3 unchamfered ribs. There is some
confusion in the various accounts, but I think
what follows is correct. The western river arch
is pointed, spans 6.9m, and has single arch
rings; as shown in the photograph alongside.
This arch was built in the 14th century. The
eastern river arch is segmental, also rests on 3
ribs, but is under a string course, and is thought
to date from the 16th century; it spans nearer 6.5m. The fabric is coursed sandstone rubble. To the west, there are
2 rather irregular rounded flood arches, and then a causeway broken by 5 more arches; all these structures are
also thought to date to the 16th century. The photograph below provides clear evidence, for the widening of the
eastern river arch, though at carriageway level, this is seen only as a splaying out of the roadway as it leaves the
bridge. However, the western, pointed arch has not been widened and the width given by various sources is 5.1m.
This implies that the eastern arch, presumably a replacement, was built narrower than the western arch which must have
been standing at the time. The photograph below shows how the three upstream cutwaters taper to a line at parapet
level, so there are no refuges, the great breadth of the piers, and that the pointed river arch is between the
segmental river and flood arches. Access is easily enough gained to view the bridge from upstream, but it was not
possible to view it from downstream.
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HE8. Moreton Bridge carries a minor road across the River Lugg, in the village of Moreton-on-Lugg, 5½km north
of Hereford. The bridge dates probably to the 16th century, but has been altered since. It comprises three arches;
the eastern arch is original and has a near semi-circular shape with unusually, a square rib on each edge of the
soffits. The middle arch is similar in shape but has no ribs; the western arch is of stilted segmental form sitting on
high imposts and probably dates from the 19th century. The fabric is coursed sandstone rubble with some ashlar
facing. The piers have cut-waters on each face, which rise to refuges. The total length is 23.5m, with the central
arch contributing c7m; the piers are broad, especially that between the central and western arches. The width
between the parapets is 3.3m. Unfortunately I was unable to gain access at river bank level, so it has not been
possible to confirm some of the information given, and I have had to use a photograph taken from the internet to
show the general appearance of the bridge.
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HE9. Risbury Packhorse Bridge is to the west of the village of Risbury, 6½km south-east of Leominster. The
scanty remains are in a private garden beside a bridge which carries a minor road over the Humber Brook, a
tributary of the River Lugg. It comprises two rounded arches, built of rubble but with dressed voussoirs. It is almost
2m wide, without parapets, and between them the arches may span c7m. The most extraordinary aspect is that
the bridge is now almost completely buried as can be seen in my photograph immediately below. The lower
photograph which was taken about half-a-century ago, shows the bridge better, and demonstrates the extent to
which soil has been allowed to pile up around it. The bridge is thought to be medieval and to have once been on
the main route west out of the village, though there are few clues to its age in its appearance. It can be seen easily
enough from the nearby road, but the way things are going it will soon be just a grass-covered mound, which will
be a shame. It really should be dug out, and exposed to view.
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HE10. Stretton Sugwas Bridge, which is also
known as Horn Bridge, is on a bridleway
leading

from

Hereford

to

Burghill

and

Tillington, and crosses an un-named southflowing tributary of the Yazor Brook which flows
eventually to the River Wye. I failed to find it
twice, mainly because the Listing gives the
wrong

location, which incidentally makes

trespass difficult to avoid. (The correct Grid
Point is SO 474 434). A kind lady, who warned
me that I was indeed on private land, took me
there. Even when standing on it, I could have
missed it because it is so overgrown, as the
upper photograph suggests; at least the pointed
crown of the arch is reasonably obvious near
the centre of the frame. The bridge has a single
pointed arch of span 2.5m, and is 5.2m wide. It
is rubble-built with roughly dressed sandstone
blocks, and has on the visible face, a single
flush arch ring. There are no parapets, nor is
the track surface paved. Apparently it was
repaired as recently as 2000, and the poorly
reproduced lower picture was taken then. It is
suggested by Jervoise, and the Listing that it
might date from the 14th century; this is very
plausible and the bridge is probably a historic
Herefordshire artefact. The forlorn condition is
a great shame, especially in the light of the
relatively recent refurbishment. Surely some local historical society could address this while providing the signage
to ensure that others do not repeat my trespass.
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HE11. Wilton Bridge has 6 semi-circular
arches, with the largest spanning 9.5m, and
was built of coursed red sandstone rubble
blocks in 1599. It carries the B4062 road, is
85m long, and originally was 5.5m wide. It was
widened temporarily during the 2nd World War,
to allow the passage of military vehicles, and
then in the 1950s, permanently by adding a
steel and concrete platform, supported by the
cutwaters on the upstream side, topped by
metal railings as shown in the top photograph.
The arches were unaffected by this process, as
was their most striking feature, namely that the
voussoirs in single flush arch rings are not the normal slightly
tapered trapeziums, but are a zig-zag shape on both sides
as shown alongside. It has been suggested that the unusual
arrangement was intended to lock the stones together more
rigidly to withstand the pressure exerted by the river flow on
very large cutwaters, but it may have been purely decorative.
Another unusual feature, for a bridge of its age, is the
attachment of three heavily chamfered but insubstantial ribs
across the width of the soffits which can just be seen in the
middle photograph. There was a Civil War skirmish here in
1644; the arch nearest Wilton village on the west bank was
destroyed, but the rebuild lacks the features of the other arches described above. The bridge was strengthened in
1914, a process which involved internal bonding of the three ribs. Other features on the downstream face, shown
below, are the string courses above the arch openings, and there is an inscribed sundial in one of the refuges
which still rise from the cutwaters attached to the massive piers at this face. Access is good around the bridge.
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HE1M. Goodrich Castle Bridge is at the
entrance to the castle of that name which is
approximately 5km south-west of Ross-onWye, on the right bank of the River Wye.
Between the ruined barbican, to the right on the
upper photograph and the main gatehouse, to
the left is a sloping causeway and an ashlar
bridge of two arches, the latter of early 14thcentury date. The eastern arch has a pointed
arch raised on high imposts and spanning c2m,
with chamfered arch rings in three orders. In the
lower photographs shadows are cast in the
soffits by two of the chamfered ribs of which
there are 3 or 4. Between the arches is a broad
pier with rectangular buttresses at each face.
The western arch is a half-arch, of rather
greater span than the other, and butting against
the gatehouse wall. Here also are chamfered
arch rings in 3 orders, though the soffit
arrangements are unclear. The causeway and
bridge are 3m wide, with wooden rails rather
than parapets. My visits to the castle were some
years ago, when I noticed the bridge but was
not focussed on it, so I have had to use
photographs obtained by others which do not
point up all of the most important features, of
an unusual old bridge.
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SO 953 451

BUILD DATE
17th C

WO2
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15th C
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17th C

WO4
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SO 596 686

15th C?
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SO 935 784

17th C

WO2M Harvington Hall Bridge

SO 878 744

16th C
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Two major bridges crossing the River Severn, in the medieval period, were Bewdley Old Bridge, and Worcester Old
Bridge, but they are not included in the compendium, because there are no visible remains, but I present brief
notes and illustrations because of their importance.
Bewdley Old Bridge, 25km upstream from
Worcester, was built in the late 15th century,
as successor to a ford and 2 other short-lived
bridges. It comprised 5 segmental arches,
separated by broad piers; on the third of
them taken from Bewdley on the right bank
there

was

a

large

gatehouse

which

incorporated a prison. There was a chapel on
the left bank. The bridge was damaged by
floods on a number of occasions, and during
the Civil War. However, it survived until 1795, when it sustained more flood damage, and it was decided to replace
it with a bridge designed by Thomas Telford. The Old Bridge was demolished, though traces of the piers survive
on the bed of the river.
Worcester Old Bridge was pulled down in
1781 and replaced by the bridge, 150m
downstream, which survives; the demolition
was comprehensive, albeit achieved with
difficulty. A bridge over the River Severn is
recorded in the 11th century, but that shown
in the 18th century print, was erected early in
the 14th century. As can be seen there were
6 segmental arches separated by massive
piers on top of starlings and carrying large
cutwaters, some of which rose to refuges.
The arches had double arch rings, and some
at least rested on 6 ribs. There was a
gatehouse on the middle pier.
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WO1. Pershore Bridge carried the B4084 out
of Pershore and across the River Avon towards
Evesham, until 1926, when it was bypassed.
The present structure probably owes most to a
17th century rebuild of a medieval masonry
bridge which had become dilapidated and was
then further damaged during the Civil War. The
Listing and the useful display board beside the
bridge assert that significant elements of the
medieval bridge were incorporated in its
replacement and the photograph alongside
may show vestigial ribs under the large central
arch, to the right. The river bridge is made up
of 6 segmental arches, with the main navigation
arch having twice the span of the others, at
c8.5m and somewhat greater height allowed by
the pronounced crown of the bridge. The total length is 44m, and the width, just less than 3.5m. Attached to the
broad piers there are 5 cutwaters carried up to provide refuges at the upstream face of the bridge, but there are
no such structures downstream. At the town end of the bridge there are another 3 flood arches which extend the
length by 13.5m. The fabric is largely rubble masonry, though the parapets are made of brick; there are single arch
rings, and there is a keystone at the crown of the larger arch, which implies that significant work was done on that
arch after 1700; (perhaps two arches were amalgamated). Access is good, especially downstream, from where
the photograph below was taken.

17

WO2. Powick Bridge was bypassed as early
as 1837, and now carries only pedestrians
across the River Teme just north of the village
of the same name, on the western outskirts of
Worcester. It has 5 arches, three being skew
segmental arches which cross the river, each
spanning c6m; the other two are smaller
segmental arches, which cross a mill stream to
the north. The top photograph illustrates what
is meant by skew, insofar as the bridge is at an
obtuse angle to its abutments. This is
apparently ‘false skew’ because the voussoirs
follow the line of the bridge, and are subject to
sideways forces tending to displace them.
Medieval bridges were sometimes built in this
way to align them with approaches, without
realisation of the implications; it was only in the
19th century that the understanding was
developed to allow the voussoirs to be shaped
and arranged to mitigate the effects though
implementation

remained

a

complex

undertaking. A good idea of the convoluted track, c3m wide, across the bridge is given by the middle photograph,
which also shows refuges above the cutwater on the very large piers. The fabric is sandstone rubble with brick
parapets. The river bridge is thought to date from the 15th century, with repairs recorded in 1447, though the brick
upper-works are a few centuries later, while the mill stream bridge of two arches was built in the 17th century. The
bridge was the scene of two Civil War battles, in 1642 and 1651, and the large building and chimney to the northwest housed a late-Victorian hydro-electric power station, the successor to a medieval mill, and an 18 th century
iron forge-mill also occupied the site.
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WO3. Shell Packhorse Bridge is in a small village called Shell, 6½km south-east of Droitwich, and crosses Bow
Brook, a tributary of the Warwickshire River Avon, alongside a ford on a minor road. The bridge has two nearsemi-circular arches spanning 6.3m in total, with the slightly larger one contributing c3m, and carries a track of
width just less than 1m between parapets only 0.2m high. The fabric is Lias limestone coursed rubble. There are
single flush arch rings; the upstream cutwater is vestigial. The consensus is that the bridge was built in the 17th
century, though as with most such bridges there is no evidence in the design. Jervoise goes so far as to link the
bridge to documents referring to 1300, but is dealing with the site rather than the artefact. Access upstream is
easiest, but the downstream face can be seen from the bridge itself. The photograph below is an upstream view,
taken when the stream was running high after rain.
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WO4. Tenbury Wells Teme Bridge, in the
town of that name, 10½km south-east of
Ludlow has changed much during its life, but
fortunately some of the original structure is still
visible. It has been suggested that parts of it
may date back as far as the 14th century, but
documentary evidence is lacking and the 15th
century is more likely. Three of its six arches
are semi-circular resting on four unchamfered
ribs, with single flush arch rings. According to a
print, there were then large refuges over the
cutwaters at each face. The other three arches
at the town end may date to the 17th or 18th century. Apparently they were added to accommodate a shift in the
course of the River Teme, rather than as replacements, and they do not align exactly with the older portion of the
bridge. The bridge was apparently widened first from the original 3.6m in the early 19th century, to a design
produced by Thomas Telford. How this was done is not now clear, because it has been subsumed in a further
widening achieved by adding shaped reinforced concrete beams resting on the cutwaters at each face in 1908;
the roadway is corbelled outwards at the top and contained by painted iron railings. The unattractive decaying
concrete facings on the cutwaters were presumably added then. The combination of the heavy traffic now carried
by the A4112 over the bridge, and recent floods, has necessitated recent strengthening. The bridge is easily
viewed from downstream as in the lower photograph; it is inaccessible upstream so I have included the old postcard
above to demonstrate that the elevations are now similar.
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WO1M. Belbroughton Moor Hall Bridge is fully visible from the access road which leads north-east for about a
kilometre from the A499 to Moor Hall, now a farmhouse; it is on the southern outskirts of Birmingham. The rather
nondescript bridge comprises a single shallow segmental or elliptical arch, spanning just less than 4m with
approaches which give a total length of 10m, roughly the width of the moat it spans. The fabric is of brick throughout
save for stone copings on the low parapets, and there are single flush arch rings. The width of the path over the
bridge is 2m. It is dated by the Listing to the late 17th century, contemporary with major modifications to the hall,
though repairs to the bridge have been made since. The brick walls lining the moat are thought to date from the
same time. The plain-ness of the bridge is I am afraid matched by the house to which it gives access.
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WO2M. Harvington Hall Bridge leads to the
entrance on the east side of Harvington Hall,
which is a medieval and Tudor manor house
now owned by the R.C. Archdiocese of
Birmingham. It is a little to the north-east of the
junction between the A448 and A450, to the
east of Kidderminster. The position of the
bridge relative to the house is shown alongside,
and it comprises a single stilted, shallow
segmental arch of span 2.5m. The fabric is
ashlar, except that the single flush arch rings
which can be seen in the lower photograph are
of brick on the southern face, though there are
protruding stone voussoirs on the other. This difference implies repair or even widening at some stage, but
unfortunately the soffits cannot be viewed to check this. The low parapets enclose a pathway 2m wide. The bridge
is sensibly dated to the 16th century along with the part of the manor house adjacent to it. Access is reasonable
without gaining paid access to the house.

There is a wider bridge over the moat to the south of the hall, but unfortunately it is so overgrown that it can hardly
be seen. However it seems to have a single segmental arch with brick voussoirs in two flush arch rings and ashlar
fabric otherwise. It may well be contemporary with the bridge to the east.
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Note on Survival Rates
In the information sheets, I make many references to older bridges appearing on Saxton’s map of 1575. If a
surviving bridge is thought on the basis of other evidence to have been built in the 16th century or earlier,
appearance on this map is useful confirmation that a bridge was there on the date in question. There is more to
be gleaned from these extraordinary maps which cover most counties of England. I have counted 11 bridges in
Herefordshire on Saxton’s map. Of them, I estimate that 3 still stand at least in part, and are thus in the
compendium, a 27% survival rate. I have counted 17 bridges in Worcestershire on Saxton’s map, and count 2 as
surviving in part, though the inclusion of Pershore Bridge is debateable; with that qualification, the survival rate is
12%.
Otherwise, my compendium contains 6 standing bridges built before 1600 in Herefordshire, which can be
compared with 3 of those still standing from Saxton’s 11, i.e. I identify 3 still standing, which did not appear on
Saxton’s map. For Worcestershire, I identified 1 pre-1600 bridge which does not appear on Saxton’s map, but still
stands.
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