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Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

SM1

Allerford New Bridge

SS 910 465

16th C

SM2

Allerford PH Bridge

SS 905 469

16/17th C

SM3

Bathford Bridge

ST 787 670

1665

SM4

Blatch Bridge

ST 778 459

17th C

SM5

Bolters Bridge

ST 606 334

c1500

SM6

Bradford-on-Tone Bridge

ST 172 230

15th C

SM7

Bruton PH Bridge

ST 683 348

15th C

SM8

Bury Bridge

SS 944 275

c1500

SM9

Chew Magna Crickback Br.

ST 573 629

c1500

SM10 Chewton Keynsham Bridge

ST 655 664

17/18th C

SM11 Chilly Bridge

SS 924 307

17/18th C

SM12 Compton Dando Bridge

ST 647 647

17/18th C

SM13 Coombe Bridge

ST 434 217

17th C

SM14 Croscombe Skew Bridge

ST 592 443

17/18th C

SM15 Dowlish Wake PH Bridge

ST 376 127

17th C

SM16 Dulverton Barle Bridge

SS 912 278

15th C

SM17 Dunster Gallox Bridge

SS 990 432

14th C?

SM18 Harpford Bridge

ST 108 214

15th C

SM19 Haselbury Bridge

ST 458 110

14/15th C

SM20 Hele Bridge, Bradford

ST 187 248

15th C
2

SM7

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

SM21 Hele Bridge, Dulverton

SS 932 279

16th C

SM22 Horner PH Bridge

SS 897 455

c1600

SM23 Iford Bridge

ST 800 589

16th C

SM24 Kentsford Bridge

ST 058 426

17th C

Somerset Bridges: SM25 to SM47 and SM1M
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Bridge Built 1500 to 1700
Bridge Built 1500 or earlier

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

SM25 Keynsham Dapps Hill Br.

ST 657 680

17th C

SM26 Landacre Bridge

SS 816 361

16th C

SM27 Load Bridge

ST 467 238

15th C

SM28 Lydford Bridge

ST 565 319

17th C

SM29 Lyncombe Bridge

SS 867 375

16/17th C

SM30 Murtry Old Bridge

ST 764 499

14th C

SM31 Pensford Bridge

ST 619 637

16th C

SM32 Pill Bridge

ST 500 233

17th C

SM33 Pouch Bridge

ST 066 265

17/18th C

SM34 Queen Camel PH Bridge

ST 593 250

17th C

SM35 Rode Bridge

ST 803 543

17th C

SM36 Scutt’s PH Bridge

ST 799 540

17th C

SM37 Stanton Drew Bridge

ST 597 634

14th C

SM38 Tarr Steps

SS 868 321

15/16th C

SM39 Tellisford PH Bridge

ST 805 557

17th C
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SM35

SM42

No.

BRIDGE

OS Location

BUILD DATE

SM40 Tootle Bridge

ST 551 326

17/18th C

SM41 Tun Bridge

ST 577 629

15th C

SM42 Wall Bridge

ST 787 478

1674

SM43 Wellow PH Bridge

ST 741 581

15th C

SM44 West Luccombe PH Bridge

SS 899 461

16th C

SM45 Willisford Manor Bridge
Winsford PH Bridge (1)
SM46
Winsford PH Bridge (2)
SM47 Wyke Champflower Bridge

ST 097 221
SS 906 352
SS 906 349
ST 657 340

17/18th C
17th C
17th C
15th C

SM1M Stogursey Castle Moat Br.

ST 203 426

17th C

formation sheets are provided for all the bridges listed.
The town and castle of Bridgwater were
Norman foundations in c1200, and it is likely
that a bridge over the River Parratt was built
at the same time, possibly with a wooden
deck supported on stone piers. The medieval
stone bridge most likely replaced partwooden structures towards the end of the 14th
century, and it is shown in a print of 1790.
Leland noted the existence of the bridge in the
1540s, and it is marked on Saxton’s map of
the 1570s; one arch was probably broken in
the Civil War to be replaced by a drawbridge.
This in turn was replaced by a new arch, though maybe some decades later. Assuming that the artist produced
an accurate representation, the bridge was built of rubble, and the 3 arches were pointed with double flush arch
rings. The piers carried cutwaters which rose to provide cutwaters on what was probably a narrow bridge. The
bridge was demolished and replaced in 1795 by a single-span iron bridge; no trace of the medieval bridge is
extant.
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SM1. Allerford New Bridge Allerford is a
small village west of Minehead just off the
A39 in which there are three bridges of
interest. The well-known packhorse bridge is
dealt with separately. Allerford New Bridge
carries the A39 over the Horner Water just
west of the village. The photographs come
from the excellent Somerset Rivers website,
the upper taken from upstream, the lower,
downstream. As can be seen, just, in the
downstream view, it comprises one pointed
arch, with unusual half flood arches on each
side,

outside

buttresses

shaped

as

cutwaters rising to near the tops of the
parapets. The main arch spans 5.5m, while
those outside span 1.2m. Originally the
bridge was 3.7m wide but another 1.8 m was
added downstream in 1866. The fabric is
rubble with dressed voussoirs forming single
arch rings downstream, but double arch
rings upstream, all flush. The bridge is
documented in the 17th century, and the main arch shape suggests that it was most likely built in the previous
century. I am unclear as to whether the half-arches pre-date the 19th century widening.
Brandish Street Old Bridge is in a hamlet
south-east of Allerford and until bypassed
carried the A39 over the small River Aller; it
is shown alongside. Probably, it dates
entirely from the 18th century when the A39
will have been Turnpiked, and not before
since there is no sign that it has been
widened. Otherwise, it can be seen that it
has two small segmental, stilted arches with
single arch rings of roughly cut voussoirs.
The fabric is random rubble and the bridge
has been very well maintained. Access is
good around it.
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SM2. Allerford Packhorse Bridge carries a path across a small stream, the Aller Brook, a tributary of the
Horner Water, in the village of Allerford, just north of the A39 and about 8km west of Minehead. It is constructed
of red sandstone random-rubble with two arches separated by a slender pier which carries a cutwater on the
eastern, upstream side. The arches are segmental with single flush arch rings made of shaped voussoirs. The
bridge pathway is of cobbled stone with an average width of 1.3m between coped parapet walls which are 0.5m
high. The parapet walls on the north side of the bridge splay outwards and extend for a further 1.9m on the west
side. The larger arch, on the right of the photograph below spans c3m, and the bridge has a length of 8.1m. A
ford is located adjacent to the east side of the packhorse bridge. The bridge is described by the authorities as
‘medieval’ though Jervoise thinks it less old, perhaps because of its excellent condition; I assign it tenuously to
the 16/17th centuries. The bridge, which is much depicted on postcards and tourist literature, is easily viewed.
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SM3. Bathford Bridge carries the A363 across the By Brook, a small right bank tributary of the Bristol River
Avon, just to the north-east of Bath. It is built of squared blocks, coursed though not quite ashlar, and comprises
3 separated low semi-circular arches, each with single flush arch rings; it is really a pierced causeway. A plaque
can be seen on the downstream face on the right of the picture, near the top of an arch which is just visible, and
this gives a build-date of 1665, though there has clearly been considerable work done since then. Whether this
has included widening cannot be confirmed because I was unable to see the soffits, though it seems highly likely,
given the present width of c6m. Although there is a footbridge immediately upstream, and access to one bank
can be gained downstream, a photograph like that below, taken from Wikipedia, is unobtainable now because
of the growth of vegetation.
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SM4. Blatch Bridge crosses the River
Frome on the southern outskirts of the town
of Frome, and carries the B3092. It is
inaccessible,

with

dense

shrubbery

obscuring both faces, and without a path
down to riverbank level, so I was unable to
obtain useful photographs myself. However,
the description given by Jervoise, and a
photograph from the

Somerset Rivers

website, have allowed me to describe the
main features. The upstream view is thought to show the original face; the bridge has two nearly equal
segmental arches, spanning c4.2m and separated by a slender pier which carries a triangular cutwater
pyramidally capped below the parapets. The fabric is coursed rubble and there are double arch rings in two
orders, made up of shaped voussoirs. There is much evidence of patching. According to Jervoise, the bridge
has been widened by adding 3.6m downstream; and this implies an original with of c3m. Jervoise assigns a
build-date of the 17th century to the bridge, and this seems reasonable enough.
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SM5. Bolters Bridge carries a bridleway over the River Alham, a tributary of the River Brue, north of the village
of Alford, and 12 km north-west of Wincanton. The bridge comprises four pointed arches of varied shapes and
spans of up to 2.5m, giving a total length of c12m. The fabric is rubble, and there are single flush arch rings
made of roughly shaped voussoirs. The cobbled trackway is 2.1m wide, and there are no parapets. There are
broad piers with 3 upstream cutwaters which rise to the level of the trackway. Various authorities link the bridge
to a route connecting to Glastonbury Abbey to the east, which would place it in the early 16th century at latest,
and its form would accord with that. It was refurbished in the 1920s, and perhaps this could explain its more
modern appearance. Acknowledging this, I shall go with c1500. The bridge can be approached via a gated road.
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SM6. Bradford-on-Tone Bridge carries a
minor road over the River Tone on the north
side of the village of Bradford-on-Tone,
which is about 5km south-west of Taunton.
Jervoise and the Listing agree that the bridge
probably dates from the 15th century, though
it was restored in 1698, and major repairs
have been made since. The fabric is random
rubble of local stone, and there are two fourcentred arches with double chamfered arch
rings in 2 orders, surmounted by a third flush
arch ring. The smooth soffits have been
partly renewed in brick, as can be seen in the
photograph alongside. There are central
cutwaters which are capped at the level of
the parapets. The roadway is 2.7m wide.
Access is good.
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SM7. Bruton Packhorse Bridge which is also known as Bow Bridge crosses the River Brue near the centre of
Bruton, a village 13km south-east of Shepton Mallet. The Listing suggests that a bridge here might have
originated as part of a pathway from a nearby abbey, and that it was rebuilt in the 15th century as it now stands,
albeit that there have been frequent repairs, the most recent in the early 1980s. The fabric is ashlar using locally
quarried stone, and the single slightly pointed arch, spans 9m. An almost unique appearance is given by the
unusual construction which is well described by Hinchcliffe, as involving a main arch, perhaps 0.75m wide made
up of large blocks, with secondary arches to each side, made of much smaller chamfered blocks, and raised
above the central portion, so that the arch is best described as in two orders. The flagged pathway is slightly
over 1m wide, and the parapets which come to a point at the crown of the bridge are 0.8m high. The shield on
the south-west parapet is thought to be connected with the Fitzpanes family who may have had the bridge built.
There is a ford and stepping stones immediately downstream (south-west). Access is good to view the northwest face of the bridge.
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SM8. Bury Bridge crosses the River Haddeo, a tributary of the River Exe, alongside a ford which allows a minor
road to pass through the village of Bury, on the south-east of Exmoor. The rubble-built bridge has four arches,
two to the south-east, pointed, the others segmental, implying perhaps a later rebuild. There are single flush
arch rings. The width between quite high parapets is 2m, and the pathway is cobbled; two of the arches span
2.1m, a third 2.4m, and the largest 3m. Each pier has a triangular cutwater upstream, but at the downstream
face, the three associated with the segmental arches are large if truncated, while there seems to be none
between the pointed arches. It has been suggested that the bridge might date to the 14 th century, or at least that
the pointed arches do; if so it has been remarkably well maintained; I would judge c1500 as more realistic, and
even that date might be early. Apart from the danger of getting wet feet, or a marooned car, access is good.
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SM9. Chew Magna Crickback Bridge crosses a branch of the River Chew, a left bank tributary of the River
Avon (Bristol), just upstream of the medieval Tun Bridge in Chew Magna. It comprises two slightly distorted
triangular, pointed arches separated by a broad pier which carries a large triangular cutwater on the upstream
face; the fabric throughout is undressed rubble. There are single flush arch rings made up of roughly cut
voussoirs. The road surface is cobbled, and just over 2m wide; it has not been widened. There is wooden fencing
at the sides of the roadway. The Listing assigns a build-date in the 17th century, but my view, given the shape
and the fabric, is that it is probably older by at least a century, and should be assigned to c1500. Access is good
around the bridge, though the approach along a narrow road called Dumpers Lane can be awkward.
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SM10. Chewton Keynsham Bridge is in the hamlet from which it takes its name and carries a track
over the River Chew, a tributary of the River Avon, to the west of a minor road which runs south from
Keynsham. The bridge comprises two slightly pointed arches above which the parapets peak at the
bridge centre; the length is c12m. There are very broad piers carrying stepped cutwaters upstream
and downstream. Although usually referred to as a packhorse bridge it is 3.9m wide, and I could
detect no sign in the soffits that it has been widened. Its fabric is coursed fine rubble with the single
flush arch rings undressed. The Listing assigns it to the early 18th century, without attempting to
reconcile the shape of the arches with such a late date. Certainly the fabric is compatible with that,
but I think it possible that the arches date back another century, when small bridges with forms harking
back to medieval times were still occasionally being erected, so will class it as 17/18th century. Access
was easy enough, but the bridge was almost impossible to photograph as an entity because of the
foliage around it. Accordingly, I have used a photograph taken by a Mr. Crowley, 5 years ago.
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SM11. Chilly Bridge is a small humpbacked bridge, carrying a minor road over
the River Exe, just west of the A396, north
east of Dulverton. There is doubt about its
age; the single 4-centred, rubble-built arch
suggests an early date like the 16th century,
but that seems highly unlikely looking at the
fabric. On the other hand Jervoise in opting
for the 19th century surely goes too far the
other way, and other sources suggest that it
was modified then. I compromise by classing
the bridge as 17/18th century. Local slate was used for the dressed voussoirs which form single flush arch rings
and otherwise the fabric is random rubble. Unfortunately I can add little more.
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SM12. Compton Dando Bridge carries a minor road over the River Chew in the village of the same
name which is 3km north-east of Pensford. It is rubble built, coursed in part, and has 3 semi-circular
arches of which that in the centre is slightly higher; each has a single flush arch ring; the carriageway
is c2.3m wide. There are V-shaped cutwaters, upstream and downstream, each pyramidally capped.
The Listing describes the bridge as late medieval, repaired and altered, and the northern arch, to the
right on the photograph, looks as though it has been rebuilt. I find a build-date of c1500 wholly
unconvincing, and will put it in the 17/18th C category. Jervoise describes a different bridge in the
village of more recent vintage, than that described here, so we do not have his opinion. Access is
reasonable, at least to view one face of the bridge.
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SM13. Coombe Bridge crosses the River
Parrott, north-east of the village of Kingsbury
Episcopi, 12km south of Langport. It was
identified by Jervoise; he estimated a width
of less than 3m, but I think it is nearer 4m,
between rails rather than parapets. There
are 3 segmental arches, one spanning c6m,
to the right in this view from downstream, two
spanning c3m. They all have single flush
arch rings, of dressed, chamfered voussoirs,
the latter an unusual feature in the region later than 1700. The fabric is coursed rubble, and there are small
cutwaters upstream but buttresses downstream. I include it as a 17th century bridge, though without great
confidence.
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SM14. Croscombe Skew Bridge which
crosses the River Shepley, a tributary of the
River Brue, lies beside the main street of
Croscombe, the A371; the village is midway
between Shepton Mallet and Wells. The
bridge comprises two irregular segmental
arches carrying a side road, and it is skewed
to the direction of flow of the river. The fabric
is mainly coursed dressed rubble. There are
single flush arch rings with prominent
keystones on the arch furthest from the main
road. There is a substantial cutwater on the
upstream face which appears to have been roughly truncated at the level of the top of the parapets. Overall, the
bridge is unimpressive, being squeezed between the main road and a large commercial building, possibly
originally a mill, and the confident attribution by the Listing to the 14th or 15th century is a surprise. It seems
certain that the bridge has been widened, probably at both faces, though it was not possible to get a good
enough view of the soffits to confirm that. I can see no evidence for medieval origins, and skew bridges were
uncommon before the 19th century. However given the Listing assessment I do not wish to discard it entirely so
shall place it in the 17/18th century category.
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SM15. Dowlish Wake Bridge is in a village to the south-east of Ilminster, alongside a ford on the road running
approximately north-south through the village, and it spans the Dowlish Brook, a feeder stream for the River
Isle which in turn flows into the River Parrett. I start with a curiosity; the upstream photograph below shows a
bridge with 4 semi-circular, stilted arches, unequal in span, as do all other recent photographs purporting to
show the bridge. Yet, the Listing, and a learned paper by Graham, both refer to a twin-arched bridge located at
the same point as that shown. I assume that the two well-matched outer arches are recent additions, possibly
as part of work carried out in 1995-1997 to provide flood relief and mentioned by Graham; it should be noted
that they were dry when photographed and that may be the normal situation. Focusing on the two central arches,
the larger to the right spans 1.4m. The width of the pathway is 1.25m, and it is bounded by low parapets which
splay outwards at the bridge ends. The fabric is coursed rubble and there are single flush arch rings. There are
low cutwaters upstream, and the central one looks different from the outer two, which also could be recent
additions, if the flood relief measures have been understood properly. Prior to Graham’s work, the bridge, or at
least the two central arches, had been assigned to the 17th century, which remains the best estimate for what
can be seen, but he found strong evidence in the foundations of a late 14th century predecessor, which had
arches spanning 3.7m. Other key dimensions were a total length of 11m and a path width of 2m. Access is very
good upstream though there is none downstream.
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SM16. Dulverton Barle Bridge is in the centre of the village of Dulverton and carries the B3222 over the River
Barle, a tributary of the River Exe. It was probably built in the late 15th century, and is the bridge marked on
Saxton’s map of the 1570s. It was repaired in 1624, subsequently widened from c2.8m by 1.5m at the upstream
face in 1819, (though the juncture is not easily seen in the soffits) and repaired in 1866 and 1952-3 after flood
damage. The bridge is constructed with local stone, mainly cut randomly to give a rubble build. There is an
ashlar string course, flat coping to the parapet and 3 tier stepped coping to the buttresses; most of the decorative
work was applied during the various repairs. The bridge comprises five slightly pointed arches, with double flush
arch rings, each spanning 4.2m, separated by piers carrying pointed cutwater buttresses.The photograph is a
downstream view of the original face of the bridge; access is good around the bridge.
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SM17. Dunster Gallox Bridge is in Dunster, a village 4km south-east of Minehead. The bridge now carries a
footpath leading to a riverside walk from a small housing estate. In the Middle Ages wool was England’s chief
export, and the source of much of the country’s wealth. At this time Dunster flourished as a market and port for
wool, fleeces being brought down from the moor to be sold there. Many of them were carried by packhorse
across the River Avill via Gallox Bridge, originally the main route into Dunster from the south. The original name
of the bridge here was Doddebrigge, by which it is referred to in the 14th century, but by Tudor times it had
become Gallocksbrigge, Gallox Bridge, or Gallocks Bridge. All these names derive from the gallows that stood
above it on a hill outside the village. The rubble-built bridge is 1.2m wide and 10.5m long, and has two shallow
segmental arches, each with double flush arch rings; the larger arch spans c4.4m. Upstream, the central pier
has a low triangular cutwater. On the village side, the bridge parapet, 0.6m high, is continued along the footpath
for some way beside the river, perhaps to mitigate flooding. Alongside the bridge, there is an ancient ford for
wheeled traffic. The bridge has been very well maintained, and its appearance casts some doubt on a 14 th
century origin, but there is confirmatory evidence. The upper view is taken from downstream, the lower from
upstream. Access is good all-round, although trees obstruct the view somewhat.
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SM18. Harpford Bridge carries a minor
road over the River Tone, about 1 mile west of
Wellington. There was no access, save
looking over the parapet, and that provided
little backing for the descriptions given by
Jervoise and the Listing. They refer to a
bridge with 3 arches, two pointed and one
segmental and smaller, to the south. The
fabric is a mix of coursed and random rubble,
while the single flush arch rings are made of
shaped voussoirs; there is a rather ill-defined
string course. The bridge is characterised as late medieval, 15th century, saving the southern arch which is known
to have been added in 1852. Referring to the photograph of the downstream face, taken from the Somerset
Rivers website, all the arches are segmental though there is clearly a shape transition in the soffits at the junction
with the original structure; otherwise the fabric is better ordered, though some attempt has been made to
duplicate original features of the upstream face. The width quoted by Jervoise is 2.7m and the extension might
have added c0.6m, so the original width cannot have been much greater than 2m. As already suggested, I found
access more or less non-existent, and was unable to take useful photographs.
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SM19. Haselbury Bridge now carries a
minor road over the River Parrett, having
been bypassed by the A30, 2½km north-east
of Crewkerne. It is more or less impossible to
view save it would seem by wading along the
river bed, so I am again indebted to the
Somerset Rivers website for photographs,
and the usual sources for other information.
There are 2 slightly pointed, stilted arches,
spanning just over 3m each; there are
chamfered arch rings, and unusually for the
area the soffits are supported by four narrow
unchamfered ribs, as shown alongside.
There

are

cutwaters

upstream

and

downstream which are cut off below the parapets. The river bed has been paved below the arches, presumably
to smooth the flow. The fabric is generally coursed rubble of Ham stone, but the arch rings and ribs are dressed.
The bridge has a length of 7.2m, and the width of the roadway is 3.6m. The bridge is dated to the 14th or 15th
century on grounds of style, there apparently being no documentation referring to its construction, though its
presence is indicated on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. One of the most interesting bridges in Somerset, it is
unfortunate that access to most of it, is so restricted.
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SM20. Hele Bridge, Bradford carries a minor road over the River Tone, 2km west of Taunton. The bridge
comprising 3 pointed arches was widened, at both faces by removing the upper part of the structure, and affixing
rolled steel joists (RSJs), on which brick parapets sat, thus overhanging the cutwaters, and protruding beyond
the remainder of the bridge. This modification, which increased the width of the roadway by 0.7m to 4.2m, was
carried out early in the 20th century, and was harshly criticised by Jervoise, and is similarly dealt with in the
Listing. In truth, far worse has been done to widen old bridges, and this procedure had the merit of leaving the
main part of the medieval structure untouched, and visible. The bridge was further modified in 2002, by replacing
the beams with reinforced concrete and the brick parapets, with the masonry visible now in the downstream
photograph taken from the Somerset Rivers website. The surviving lower part of the bridge, which has been
dated to the 15th century, is fabricated from local random rubble with ashlar dressed soffits. There are double,
chamfered arch rings in two orders, and cutwaters cut off at the level of the top of the arches though they may
have risen higher before the widening operation. Access is fair downstream though foliage obstructs the view;
the bridge is hardly attractive now, but the main original features are easily seen.
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SM21. Hele Bridge, Dulverton crosses the River Exe on the B3222 leading to Dulverton from the A396. There
is private land at each face, so some of what follows is unconfirmed. The bridge dates originally to the 16 th
century but required repair in 1628 and 1866, and was widened on the south (downstream) side by 1.2m from
the original 3.5m in 1892. It is built of random rubble local stone with roughly-cut voussoirs forming single flush
arch rings and ‘hit-and-miss’ coping to the parapet. It has three 4-centred arches spanning c3.5m, as viewed on
the north side, flanking pointed cutwaters with rubble tops. There is a circular iron flange of a tie bar, above the
apex of the central arch. On the south, widened face, there are segmental arches, and pointed cutwaters; the
parapet was extended above the cutwaters to form small refuges, a strange procedure at such a late date. The
soffits of the arches have been extended in brick on the south side. The photograph below was taken from
upstream, showing the original face.
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SM22. Horner Packhorse Bridge crosses the Horner Water, 7½km west of Minehead, and is built of coursed
red sandstone rubble. It has a single shallow segmental arch spanning 5.4m, and the track between low
parapets (just under 0.6m high) is 1.2m wide. As can be seen in the photograph, the arch is either very irregular
in shape, or represents an effort to produce a 4-centred arch which would imply a construction date of c1500;
there are single, flush dressed arch rings at each face. Otherwise, the most noticeable feature is the high
clearance above the small river. The pathway is cobbled, but there is no ford beside it and it does not lead
anywhere in particular. It is also known as Hacketty Way Bridge. There is good all-round access. A build-date
of 1500 seems very early, and I would prefer a century later.
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SM23. Iford Bridge stands immediately in front of Iford Manor, 3km south-west of Bradford-on Avon, and carries
a minor road over the River Frome, a tributary of the River Avon. The bridge comprises two deep segmental
arches, possibly spanning c6.5m, separated by a large pier which carries triangular cutwaters; the one at the
downstream face is capped below the top of the parapet, but that upstream is brought up to provide a base for
a statue of Britannia which was added in 1899. There are double arch rings of which the lower are slightly
recessed. The width of the roadway is in the order of 4m and the bridge does not appear to have been widened.
The fabric is coursed rubble which varies in regularity; as can be seen there is some damage to the northern
arch on the downstream face. The Listing dates the bridge to around 1400, but describes it as much restored;
it may be as old as that, but I think it is almost 2 centuries newer, i.e. 16 th century. Access is good around the
bridge, though on a nice day there will probably be many people around.
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SM24. Kentsford Bridge is just west of the
village

of

Watchet,

10½km

east

of

Minehead, in a farm steading, and crosses
the small River Washford, adjacent to a
ford. As can be seen in the photograph, the
bridge comprises two shallow segmental
arches, and they span c2m each, giving a
bridge length of c5m. The fabric is coursed
rubble and there are single flush arch rings
made up from shaped voussoirs. The
bridge is 1.35m wide between parapets
0.45m high. Though hardly visible in this photograph and unseen by me because I have not visited the bridge,
there is a cross attached to the upstream cutwater, though whether it was affixed when the bridge was built or
later is unknown. Its existence has led authorities to link the bridge to nearby Cleeve Abbey, and to suggest
build-dates in the early 16th century. There does however, seem to be documentary evidence dating to 1613. In
truth, without this the appearance would have led me to build-dates of the 17/18th century or newer, but with it, I
accept 17th century origins.
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SM25. Keynsham Dapps Hill Bridge over the River Chew is to the south of the centre of the township of
Keynsham which lies between Bath and Bristol. It comprises two segmental arches of similar span, and is built
largely of coursed rubble. There are flush double arch rings made with dressed stone. Until floods of 1968 the
bridge had stone parapets, but they were destroyed though the bridge itself survived, and the metal railing
replacements are seen in the photograph, they enclose a roadway, c5m wide. The Listing dates the bridge to
the 17th century, to which date I will stick, though I suspect it may be slightly less old. Access is fairly good
upstream though as can be seen the view is somewhat obscured by a large tree.
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SM26. Landacre Bridge crosses the River
Barle, a tributary of the River Exe, carrying a
minor road 3km west of Withypool. It
comprises 5 stilted, pointed arches, each
spanning 2.7m, and adding up to a total
length of near 20m, when robust piers are
taken into account. Each of the latter carries
triangular

cutwaters

upstream

and

downstream, capped off at parapet level.
The fabric is rubble, coursed

in the

cutwaters, and the double flush arch rings
are made up of roughly dressed voussoirs,
as shown alongside. The width of the
roadway is just less than 3m, the bridge has
not been widened, and perhaps the only
surprise is the fact that it is so exactly
horizontal with not a semblance of a hump.
Though first documented in the early 17th
century, Its form and fabric are compatible
with a 16th century, (or even earlier) build
date, and it has obviously been wellmaintained and not much altered since.
Access is good around the bridge.

30

SM27. Load Bridge is 5km south of Somerton, and carries the B3165 across the River Yeo, a tributary of the
River Parrett,. An ancient bridging point, the present structure is dated to the 15 th century by Jervoise, though
the Listing highlights an 18th century ‘reshaping’, but it is not fully clear what that entailed. It seems likely that the
large central arch replaced two smaller arches. Viewed from upstream, the central arch is stilted and semi-circular,
whereas the other 4 of 5 arches are all low and pointed. The latter have double chamfered arch rings in two
orders, surmounted by a third flush arch ring, whereas the central arch has a single arch ring, albeit chamfered.
The bridge was probably widened downstream, when the reshaping took place, though the cement coating on
the soffits makes it impossible to know by how much. The arch shapes are the same on both faces, but all the
arches as viewed from downstream have one flush arch ring. The two faces of the bridge are shown in the
photographs, upstream above. The width has been further increased by supporting platforms with painted metal
rails on the cutwaters upstream, and struts downstream, but as the carriageway is only 4.5m wide now, originally,
it was probably less than 3m. The fabric is local lias stone formed to ashlar blocks with dressings of another local
stone, Ham stone. Access is reasonable around the bridge, which has unfortunately been much diminished as
a spectacle, by the recent alterations.
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SM28. Lydford Bridge carries a minor road across the River Brue, near the church in West Lydford, a village
8½km north-east of Somerton and just west of the Fosse Way, (A37). The fabric is coursed squared lias rubble,
and the bridge has 5 arches, with spans ranging from 2m to 2.7m, all basically segmental, but curiously distorted
some flattened, some almost pointed. There are double flush arch rings. Upstream the broad piers carry four Vshaped cutwaters, brought to a point below the top of the parapets; there are none downstream. There is a
heavy string course at roadway level on each face, interrupted by the cutwaters. The attention grabbing features
are 5 semi-circular openings immediately above the string course in each parapet, spaced fairly randomly, and
shown clearly in the lower photograph. These give passage to flood waters and are an unusual way of coping
with the obstruction to flow due to the bridge design. The roadway is 3.3m wide, and in that regard is probably
as built, though the soffits cannot be seen well enough to confirm this. The authorities seem to agree that the
bridge dates to the 17th century, though there have been refurbishments, including that in the mid-19th century
which saw the introduction of the flood-relief ports. Access is good, though the bridge is crowded in the summer,
with ‘tombstoning’ in vogue.
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SM29. Lyncombe Bridge gives access to
a house on the right bank of the River Exe,
just less than 2km south-east of Exford, and
the road goes no further though it was
probably once the starting point of a longdistance track. The bridge is shown from
upstream in the snowy photograph taken
from the Somerset Rivers website; I have
not visited the bridge. There is a single
slightly pointed arch, perhaps spanning just
less than 4m, with single flush arch rings made of dressed voussoirs. The bridge has a pronounced hump, and
abutments which curve outwards from a pathway only c2m wide at the crown of the bridge. The Listing suggests
that the bridge is in the 17/18th century category, but the arch shape would be a puzzle in that case. I will class
it as 16/17th century.
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SM30. Murtry Old Bridge lies just west of a newer replacement which carries the A362 over the River Mells,
which flows into the River Frome; it is 5½km north-west of the town of Frome. Two arches remain, and the
upstream view of one of them taken from the Somerset Rivers website is shown below. These arches are very
slightly pointed and each has four ribs. A third arch probably existed at the south end but this has disappeared.
What does remain is 16m long and 8m wide between the broken down parapets, and is made of coursed rubble.
The bridge seems to have had single chamfered arch rings, and cutwaters, upstream, which were cut- off below
parapet level. The bridge was widened downstream in 1817 but became obsolete when a new bridge was built
in about 1854. The stonework has been repaired and consolidated in recent years and apparently is now in
good condition although there are some tree saplings established on the surface. It is thought that the bridge
dates from the 14th century. Unfortunately, access at the level of the river bank did not seem possible when I
visited, and although the bridge is visible from its successor, only the 19th century face can be seen from there.
Given the absence of a footpath, such was the volume and speed of traffic even on a Sunday morning, that I
would caution anyone against repeating my unprofitable observation.
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SM31. Pensford Bridge mainly gives access to Pensford village church but carried what is now the A368 over
the River Chew, until bypassed over a century ago; the village is about 8km south of Bristol. The bridge is rubble
built with three arches, the smallest, to the east being sharply pointed, the central one less so, and the
westernmost four-centred or flattened semi-circular. Jervoise suggests that the western arch was built later, in
the 17th century, but it like the central arch has double arch rings, whereas the eastern arch looks newer and
has a single flush arch ring. There is an interrupted string course above the arches, and cutwaters capped
pyramidally upstream and downstream. The parapets are clearly modern, and do not blend well. The bridge is
3.6m wide. It does not look as old as some on the river, perhaps because it required significant reconstruction
after a flood in 1968, but a significant part of it may date to the early 16 th century. Immediately downstream a
small tributary called Salter’s Brook joins the River Chew, and a 16 th century, timber-framed building called
Bridge house sits above the arch through which the said brook is channelled. Good views of the bridge can be
obtained from most directions.
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SM32. Pill Bridge is quite isolated, in fields, and crosses the River Yeo, a tributary of the River Parrett, 2½km
west of Ilchester. It has 3 stilted segmental arches, the largest and highest spanning c4m; all have single flush
arch rings, though those on the central arch look different from those on the other two arches. Together with
narrow piers carrying cutwaters, brought to a point alongside the coping stones on the parapets which are
0.85m high, they give a bridge length of c16.2m; there are cutwaters on the abutments also. The bridge width
is 1.2m, and it has a pronounced hump. It is thought that there was a bridge here as early as the 13th century;
the present bridge dates to the 17th century, though I suspect that the central arch may have been heightened
somewhat later.

36

SM33. Pouch Bridge over the River Tone, a tributary of the River Parrett, carries a very minor road which
branches off the B3227, immediately south of Waterrow village; Wellington 9km to the south-east is the nearest
sizeable town. The bridge has a single segmental arch made of coursed rubble in the form of thin slices, with
single flush arch rings made from very roughly cut narrow voussoirs. There is a prominent keystone on the
downstream face, but the view of the upstream face, which is much obscured by foliage, suggests that this
feature may be absent there. The bridge must be a bit over 4m wide, and in spite of some suggestive
discolouration of the soffits has almost certainly not been widened at any stage. Jervoise comments that there
is documentary evidence that a bridge here was in need of repair in 1653, though he does not commit to whether
the present bridge existed then. Its construction, though of roughly cut masonry, is careful enough, and adds
little to a debate about age; if there was definitely a prominent keystone on each face I would take that as
clinching evidence for an 18th century build-date. Without that certainty, I fall back on 17/18th century at this time.
Access is reasonable downstream, but difficult upstream, and actually finding the bridge was a real challenge,
requiring a second attempt.
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SM34. Queen Camel Packhorse Bridge. Queen Camel is a village 13km north-west of Sherborne, and the
bridge over the River Cam, a tributary of the River Yeo, is located just a few yards south of the Blackwell Road
to the east of the village. There is no obvious reason why it should occupy the location it does. Jervoise makes
reference to the levy of a rate for its repair in 1671 and to its width which is 0.95m. Hinchcliffe fills in other details,
referring to its segmental arch with a span of 4.5m. The parapets are 0.9m high and capped with very large blocks.
Otherwise it is rubble-built with single near-flush arch rings. The bridge is accessible to a degree, but lush
vegetation and fences limit the view obtainable, to that in the photograph. Packhorse bridges are very hard to
date, but the 17th century date implied by Jervoise is reasonable, though I do not believe it could be older than
that. As to whether it is a footbridge built for local traffic or part of a packhorse route, that seems to be open to
argument.
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SM35. Rode Bridge over the River Frome,
6½km

south-west

of

Trowbridge,

was

discarded from the compendium, because it
was incorporated in the turnpike system in
the 1770s. There remains some confusion,
that references to official websites will show,
but I now think it is fundamentally a 17th
century bridge, albeit that it may have been
modified, and certainly the parapets have
been altered. The bridge has 2 deep
segmental arches, spanning c5.5m, and with double arch rings in 2 orders made of dressed voussoirs. The
bridge is 3.6m wide; the large upstream cutwater rises to a refuge, but there is none at the downstream face.
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SM36 Scutt’s Packhorse Bridge carries a
well-defined footpath between Rode and
Woolverton across the River Frome, about
5km north of the town of Frome. The fabric
is Doulting Stone rubble and there are three
segmental, if slightly irregular, arches with
single flush arch rings; the one nearest the
left bank of the stream looks to be a later
build. The two cutwaters upstream, which
are particularly large, are shown in the
upper photograph. The total length is 19m,
and the width of the track-way is 1.2 m
between parapets, 1m high. Packhorse
Bridges are difficult to date, but the local history of Rode suggests that Scutt’s Bridge was on the route for the
transport of wool to mills in the village during the 17 th century, so it is likely that the two older arches were built
then. Access is fair after a pleasant walk from Rode of less than half a mile, but dense vegetation inhibits
observation of the bridge, as is clear in the downstream view below.
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SM37. Stanton Drew Bridge carries a road
leading into the village of Stanton Drew over
the River Chew; it is 4km east of Chew
Magna, and just to the south of the B3130.
The bridge may well date to the 14th
century, though unsurprisingly it has been
repaired since then; it appears on Saxton’s
map of the 1570s. The fabric is a mixture of
limestone rubble and dressed stone used in
the arch rings and ribs. There are 2 pointed
river arches, each with chamfered arch
rings, surmounted by a second ring of
voussoirs, on each face, and there are four
ribs beneath each arch, with the outer faces
of the outer ribs chamfered; these features
are shown in the upper photograph taken
from upstream. To the south is a segmental
arch with double flush arch rings, crossing a path, but no doubt also serving as a flood arch. Upstream there are
two large cutwaters with pyramidal stone tops, but downstream there is a single rather smaller cutwater of
similar design. Jervoise suggests a total length of 24m, which must include quite long approaches, and a width
of 3.9m. As viewed from downstream in the photograph below, there is an exposed beam which supports an
outward extension of the bridge into a bend in the road on the north side, which was no doubt incorporated to
ease access sometime in the 20th century at some cost to the appearance. Access is reasonable, but views of
the bridge are obstructed by shrubs and trees.
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SM38. Tarr Steps is a long clapper bridge crossing the River Barle, a right bank tributary of the River Exe in
the heart of Exmoor, 4½km south-west of Winsford. It is constructed from large slabs of roughly hewn local
gritstone, of dimensions in the ranges, 2.0 to 2.9m long, 1.0 to 1.6m wide, and 0.2 - 0.3m deep. There are 17
spans, of which 12 are of single slabs, 4 are paired and one is of three stones. The slabs rest upon piers which
are arranged at intervals of c2m. The piers are constructed from blocks of stone, each about 2.2m long, 0.7m
wide, and 0.7m thick, with some positioned to act as protection from the river flow. The bridge is 38.5m long,
measured from river bank to river bank, with the total length (including causeways), 58m, while the mean width
is 1.5m. Unsurprisingly, given its impressive scale there have been many theories about the origins of the bridge,
with some taking it back to prehistoric times, but more realistically it has been suggested that it was built in the
15th or 16th century to give access to a corn mill. Of course that is not to say that all or even most of the masonry
visible now has been there for up to 600 years, because in recent times, parts have required rebuilding on
several occasions. My own visit was around 40 years ago, and it is likely that some of the stones I saw then
have been replaced. I have taken the photograph from the Exmoor National Park website.
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SM39. Tellisford Packhorse Bridge, which carries a track over the River Frome, is a few hundred metres to
the east of the hamlet of Tellisford, 6km to the south-west of Trowbridge. The fabric is random rubble, and there
are 3 slightly irregular segmental arches, each spanning c4.5m; the central one is slightly higher than the others.
There are single flush arch rings. The broad piers carry large cutwaters on the upstream face, but buttresses
downstream as shown. There are no parapets to the cobbled walkway, which is enclosed by white painted
wooden railings. The bridge length is just less than 20m, and the track-way width is 2.05m. Access is good,
especially downstream, but lines of sight are obstructed by plant growth in summer. The Listing reasonably
suggests a 17th century build-date, though as with many smaller bridges there can be no certainty in the absence
of documentation.
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SM40. Tootle Bridge is situated 2km downstream of Lydford Bridge, 7½km north-east of Somerton; it carries
a minor road across the River Brue. There are 3 semi-circular arches, unequal in size, with the central one taller.
The two piers carry V-shaped cutwaters upstream, one of which rises to parapet level, and has a seating,
probably for a cross, whereas the other is capped below the top of the arches. There is only one downstream
cutwater. The fabric is local lias stone, cut, squared and coursed to be very close to ashlar. There are double
arch rings, with the lower ones slightly recessed. In order to improve access to a narrow bridge, less than 3.3m
wide, the parapet upstream and on the left bank has been splayed outwards, supported by heavy steel beams,
and this rather ruins the appearance of the face to which there is decent access. The bridge is hard to date
precisely, with Jervoise settling for 17th century, whereas the Listing, which acknowledges that there was a
bridge here as early as the 13th century, states that there was a rebuild in 1717. I will compromise by placing it
in the 17/18th century period, and indicate that I am sceptical about older survivals not visible within the bridge.
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SM41. Tun Bridge carries a minor road over the River Chew, a tributary of the Bristol River Avon, at the south
side of the village of Chew Magna which is 9km south of Bristol. Jervoise and the Listing agree on a late 15th
century build date, though the parapets and the string courses shown below, together with at least one of the
small cutwaters are more recent, somewhat unfortunate, modifications. The two faces of the bridge seem to
differ only in the tops of these cutwaters, neatly capped in the photograph taken from upstream, but topped with
a basin rather higher on the downstream face. The fabric is largely sandstone rubble, though the dressed
voussoirs are of freestone. There are 3 pointed arches, the two larger with double arch rings in two orders,
spanning c4.5m, and a smaller one with single arch rings, which might be of later construction. The total length
is 18m, while the unaltered width between the parapets is 4.8m, which given its assumed build-date, is wide.
Access is good upstream and adequate downstream to identify features of interest, though greenery obscures
some of the bridge..

45

SM42. Wall Bridge carries the A362 over the River Frome, a tributary of the Bristol Avon, on the east side of
the town of Frome. The bridge has 3 segmental arches and is now of the order of 6.5m wide. Jervoise refers to
double arch rings but as can be seen in the photograph, there are single arch rings on the upstream face, which
is the only one accessible. Jervoise also refers to a plaque dating the bridge to 1674 which must presumably
be on the downstream face if still attached. The likeliest scenario is that the bridge has been widened upstream,
as from its appearance that face could easily have been built later. The soffits might be expected to provide
confirmatory evidence of this but my photograph is disappointing in this regard. Otherwise, what can be seen is
a rubble-built structure with prominent cutwaters and low modern parapets surmounted by railings. Unfortunately,
I have been able to find no photographs of this bridge on the internet, showing the downstream face. Without
further evidence, I can only accept the dating by Jervoise.
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SM43. Wellow Packhorse Bridge carries a
very minor road across the Wellow Brook, a
feeder stream for the Bristol River Avon, in
the village of Wellow, 7km south of Bath; it
sits alongside an Irish bridge. It comprises
two semi-circular arches, each c2.5m in
span, separated by a broad pier carrying a
massive buttress to the east, (downstream)
and a cutwater to the west. The upper
photograph shows the former, and a
masonry

parapet,

whereas

the

lower

photograph shows that at the west face there
are white-painted railings. The fabric is
mainly coursed rubble, but the single flush
arch rings and soffits are dressed. The
bridge is c2m wide and slightly humped. It is
usually described as late-medieval, so dates
perhaps mostly to the 16th century; it has
been well maintained, and there are signs of
repairs. Access is very good downstream,
but limited upstream.

For interest, the Irish bridge, really a
sophisticated ford, alongside the bridge is
shown in the lowest photograph; the water
flow in the stream is low, so all the water is
passing through the apertures rather than
across the top of the structure.
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SM44. West Luccombe Packhorse Bridge
crosses the Horner Water, less than half a
mile downstream from Horner Bridge, so also
7½km west of Minehead. It is built of red
sandstone rubble and has a partly cobbled
footway barely 0.9m wide. The single,
pointed segmental arch spans 4.5m, and
there are single flush arch rings made of
shaped voussoirs; one end is supported on a
rock face, the other on a robust masonry
abutment. The parapets which are 0.75m
high are swept back at the approaches. In
fact, the said rock face has been rendered
partly artificial by the masonry extension of the bridge abutment on the downstream side, shown in the lower
photograph. The main backing for a medieval build-date is the Gothic arch shape; otherwise the bridge would
most likely be placed in the 17/18th century category; I will compromise by suggesting the 16th century, but would
favour a later rather than earlier date. The bridge now provides farm access, but its previous history is unknown.
It is easily viewed from all sides.
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SM45.

Wellisford

Manor

Bridge.

Inclusion this bridge is doubtful, because of
the limited information available. It is just to
the east of Wellisford Manor, south-west of
the village of Langford Budville, 3km northwest of Wellington, and south of a
discarded bridge. A single flat segmental
arch, comprising little more than an arch
ring of roughly shaped voussoirs, may
span c7m. There is an extraordinarily large projection from one of the abutments as can be seen in the
photograph. The bridge is c3m wide, and there are no parapets now. The location is such that it could be the
precursor of the bridge on the present road, a little to its north, and this thought, causes me to place it in the
17th/18th century category, but it is to be hoped that a more careful look at it will take place in the future.
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SM46.

Winsford

Packhorse

Bridges;

Winsford is a village in Exmoor about 6 km
north of Dulverton, and a mile to the west of
the A396. There are two packhorse bridges
in the centre of the village, both probably pre1700, albeit restored in the 20th century. A 2arched, coursed slate rubble bridge crosses
the River Exe to the north of the village
centre; the segmental arches together span
9m, perhaps 4.25m each and the bridge is
1.05m wide between parapets, 0.7m high.
There are single, flush, arch rings made of
roughly cut voussoirs. The slender pier carries a vestigial cutwater upstream but none downstream. Although
not clear-cut, there seems to be documentary evidence for this bridge early in the 17th century, but there is no
real confirmation from the design and the upper part of the structure looks more modern.
The second bridge is south of the centre of
the village of Winsford and crosses Winn’s
Brook, a small tributary of the River Exe,
near to a hotel. The fabric is random rubble
with some sandstone in it. There is a single
segmental arch spanning 2.7m, which is
1.4m wide between low parapets. Single
flush arch rings are made of shaped
voussoirs. The consensus seems to be that
this bridge, restored in the 1950s, dates
back at least to the 17th century, though its
appearance does not give much support.
Access is good.
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SM47. Wyke Champflower Bridge carries
a minor road over the River Brue, 3km west
of Bruton. The Listing reasonably dates the
bridge as 15th century or earlier, and states
that the fabric is locally quarried stone ‘cut
and squared’ though I would describe it as
roughly coursed rubble. There are flush
double arch rings on two pointed arches,
which each span c3.2m, giving a bridge
length of about 8m. The width of the roadway
is 3.6m and it is enclosed by wooden posts
and rails rather than parapets. I could not
gain access downstream, while upstream I
struggled to get any view because of the density of the vegetation, as is clear from the upper photograph.
However the large cutwater can be seen and the other photograph I present from the estimable Somerset Rivers
website taken from downstream shows a large buttress between the arches.
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SM1M. Stogursey Castle Moat Bridge gives access from the east to the bailey and motte of a castle which
perhaps dates back to around 1100. The castle is in a village 12km north-west of Bridgwater. The bridge
comprises a short causeway of coursed rubble with two slightly pointed apertures, each spanning 2.9m, and a
railed wooden reconstruction of the presumed original drawbridge, nearest the castle. The latter is much
narrower than the rest of the causeway which is 3.75m wide, and without parapets. The arches have single
flush chamfered arch rings, but the voussoirs are a mix of shaped stones and much thinner slices, possibly of
slate. I think the shapes and details of the arches must be discounted in dating what is, according to the
authorities, a post-medieval bridge; the thatched cottage on the castle side of the bridge is dated to the 17 th
century, and since access to it would be required, the obvious and probably correct assumption is that the bridge
was built then, rather than earlier.
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Note on Bridge Survival Rates
Reference is made on a number of information sheets to the appearance of bridges on Saxton’s maps of the 1570s, helpful
confirmation that a bridge stood at that time, but the maps can be used in other ways. I have counted 44 bridges in
Somerset on Saxton’s map of the 1570s. Of them, I estimate that 6 still stand, at least in part, and they are in the
compendium, a 14% survival rate. It is possible that this is an underestimate of those still standing, because there is some
inconsistency of naming between the 16th century and the present time, but the discrepancy is unlikely to amount to more
than 1 or 2 bridges.
Otherwise, my compendium contains 27 standing bridges built before 1600 in Somerset, including the 6 survivors from
those identified by Saxton, and an additional 21. This is a exceptionally large divergence, presumably explainable in part
by the large number of relatively small bridges, which have survived in Somerset, away from important routes and large
towns and thus less likely to be marked on Saxton’s maps.
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