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NS 710 578

17th C?

S3

Brig O’Doon
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15th C
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NS 585 601

17/18th C
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17th C

The information sheets for these bridges are on the succeeding pages.
Notice that the map does not cover North Lanarkshire because there are no ‘qualifying’ bridges there.
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S1. Blantyre Priory Bridge is alongside the
A724

on

the

north-western

outskirts

of

Blantyre, and spans a stream called the Rotten
Calder Water, formed by the juncture of the
Calder Water and the Rotten Burn. The bridge’s
name derives from the medieval Blantyre Priory
which was once nearby, though suggestions
that it was built by its occupants are probably
wide of the mark. On my visit, the density of the
undergrowth meant that I was able only to
confirm that the bridge has a single semicircular arch, and note the presence of the iron
mesh parapets, corbelled out over fabricated
metal plates and girders. I have had recourse
to the internet for the photographs of the
downstream face taken by a Mr. Brown, and for
further information. The original bridge is
thought to date from the 17th century, with that
structure represented by the central portion
which is 3.3m wide; there were single flush arch
rings of neatly shaped voussoirs. Then, it was
widened at both faces, in orthodox if expensive
fashion by building two arches alongside in
1809; an effort seems to have been made to
chamfer the single flush arch ring on the south
extension at least. The metalwork was added in
the early 20th century when tramcars crossed
the bridge, and the bridge was bypassed in the middle of that century. I saw no sign of a path down to river level,
near the bridge, and could find no upstream view, though I would expect the appearance to be the same.

4

S2. Bothwell Bridge presently carries the
B7071 across the River Clyde, running southeast to north-west to reach the village of
Bothwell. It comprises 4 weathered pink,
sandstone ashlar, segmental arches, on high
imposts, with four slightly chamfered ribs in the
soffits nearer the downstream, face. Otherwise
the soffits are dressed as are the single flush
chamfered arch rings shown alongside, and
those of different designs on other arches. The
triangular-plan

cutwaters

are

¾-height

downstream but ½- height upstream and on this
face there are a band course and reinforced
bases to the piers and cutwaters. Cantilevered
and bracketed cast-iron latticework parapets
edge walkways added in the 19th century. By
consensus, the bridge is dated to the 17th
century, said to have been widened, presumably upstream, from 3.5m to 10.2m in 1826, and fitted with the
corbelled metal parapets in 1871. The bridge is famous as at the centre of the Battle of Bothwell Bridge in 1679,
and as a result has formed the subject of many prints and accounts dating back two centuries at least. The bridge
in 1679, as portrayed and described is difficult to reconcile with what can be seen now. One such account follows;
The old and celebrated bridge over the Clyde at Bothwell, which has been long an object of intense interest, was
then very different from what it at present appears. It was a long narrow bridge of four arches, about one hundred
and twenty feet in length, and the breadth, exclusive of the parapets, was only twelve feet. It was paved with round
unhewn stones, resembling the ancient Roman roads in this country. In the centre it was fortified by a gateway, as
was often the case in those times with bridges, and a man resided in a small house at one extremity to attend to
the passage across. This gateway rose from the pier nearest the south-east bank, and the keeper's house stood
at the other extremity the house also serving as a kind of inn or travellers rest, affording, as is often naively depicted
on the sign-boards of country publics at the present time, entertainment for men and horses. Three-fourths of the
bridge was left unprotected by the gateway upon that side from which any annoyance might proceed. Such was
the far-famed Bothwell Bridge in 1679, and such it continued till 1826, although the gateway, gate, and the hostelry
of the warden of the bridge, had been long removed, when, during the summer of the year now mentioned, twentytwo feet were added to the original breadth of twelve on the upper side, and thus, depriving it of nearly all its former
features, it was converted into a broad and level structure corresponding to the excellent roads with which it is
connected.
The print on the next page certainly shows the gatehouse at the ‘right’ position relative to the north-west bank (to
the left) and the pronounced crown, but it adds at least one arch towards the south-east bank, and it is almost
impossible to reconcile with the modern-day description, and photographs. Obviously, the widening operation in
1826 encompassed a very substantial rebuild. Whether the ribs are survivals or replacements is open to debate,
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but if the latter it would be somewhat bizarre. There are some hints of older structures, like double arch rings on
the downstream face of one arch, and it is certainly true that the upstream face, where the bridge was allegedly
widened does look newer. It seems that the history of such an important bridge would repay further study since
the accounts in the normal sources are frustratingly inadequate. It may be that if the ribs carry over from the original
bridge, they, together with the general form, and the gatehouse would argue for earlier origins for the bridge
standing during the battle, i.e., 15th or 16th century rather than 17th century. For the moment I shall stick with the
view that at least some of the standing bridge dates from the 17 th century. Access is really only possible
downstream, from where the photograph below was taken.
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S3. Brig O’Doon is a rubble-built masonry bridge over the River Doon which is normally stated to date from
c1460, though it has been argued that the bridge visible today owes most to a rebuild in the 1590s. The bridge
is at the south end of the village of Alloway and was bypassed early in the 19th century; it is now a footbridge
leading only to a farm track, and not in the best of repair. It comprises a single segmental arch of 21.5m span,
with 8m clearance above the river bed. Substantial areas of stonework have been replaced over the years and
unfortunately little effort appears to have been made to match the original masonry in colour, dressing or
courses. There is a broad wing-walled approach narrowing to the steeply humped bridge carriageway which is
cobbled and just over 2m wide. There are dressed stone, arch rings recessed below hood moulds on each face,
and it is possible that some of the detail dates to a later refurbishment. The line of the cobbled roadway is
cranked in plan, perhaps to accord with an ancient belief that this irregular course deterred witches from
crossing. The bridge was immortalised by Robert Burns in his poem, Tam O’ Shanter. In a narrative poem with
few equals, Burns tells of Tam, riding home alone on Meg, his faithful mare, on a wild night after a merry evening
with his friends in an Ayr hostelry, stopping to view the revelries of fiends and witches in the churchyard of Auld
Alloway Kirk, just to the north of the bridge. An unwary shout betrayed him but he escaped over the bridge, the
flowing water beneath halting his supernatural pursuers. Access is good to the iconic bridge, though trees
obscure what would be a good view of the downstream elevation, from the nearby bypass.
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S4. Cathcart Old Bridge, now pedestrianised, is also known as ‘Snuffmill Bridge’, a name which relates to
restored buildings on the east bank of the White Cart Water, which it crosses on the south side of Glasgow.
There are two arches of which much the larger over the river itself is segmental, of span 17.7m. The fabric is
squared, coursed sandstone rubble, and the roadway, which is on a downwards gradient from west to east, is
3m wide between the parapet faces. Three tie bars through the crown and spandrel walls probably date from
the 19th century. This arch which is light and quite elegant would accord with a build-date in the early 18th
century, and the masonry, including single simple flush arch rings, is consistent with such a conclusion. The
doubt which prompts the inclusion of the bridge in my listing is due mainly to aspects of the small flood arch to
the east. It carries a date plaque of 1624 on the downstream face, and is clearly semi-circular. However, the
soffits and arch rings are near-identical to those of the main arch, and there is absolutely no sign of a junction
in the stonework of either face. So, I incline to the view that what we see now is an early 18 th century rebuild
which probably remained faithful to the design of a predecessor. However, I cannot be sure, and there is the
plaque, so I shall retain the bridge in the 17/18th century category. The bridge is readily accessible, though not
from the river banks. The photograph is taken from upstream, and part of the restored snuff mill can be seen on
the right.
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S5. Clydesholm Bridge now serves as a footbridge, alongside a replacement erected in 1959, which carries
the A72 across the River Clyde on the western outskirts of Lanark. The bridge dates from 1699 and comprises
three arches, almost semi-circular in shape, each 18m in span and rising around 15m above the river surface.
The piers are large with triangular cutwaters which rise to provide pedestrian refuges on each side of the
carriageway which is 4m wide. The fabric is squared rubble, quite regular in the parapets, and the single flush
arch rings are noticeably narrow given the large spans of the arches; there is some distortion, perhaps as a
result. The carriageway level was raised in the years before the bypass was built, and presumably the rather
incongruous metal railings were added then. The bridge is easily viewed from the bypass, and is an impressive
sight in that downstream aspect, as shown.
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S6. Inverkip Bridge is just north-west of the point where a lane called Millhouse Road crosses the Kip Water,
just outside Inverkip village. The bridge now leads only from a farm track into a private garden, into which
intrusion is not welcomed, and is much obscured in summer by trees and bushes. It figures in maps early enough
to suggest a construction date of the 16th century, though a build-date estimate of a hundred years later might
agree better with its appearance. The track-way, between the parapets less than 0.3m high, is around 1.7m
wide, and it may well have been a packhorse bridge. It is rubble-built with shaped voussoirs in single flush arch
rings; the arch was probably segmental when built, but there has been distortion, which gives an impression
that it is slightly pointed (Gothic), but I discount this given other features. Mr. Simpson in the Scotland’s Oldest
Bridges website points to masonry, which might relate to abutments of an older bridge. This could resolve any
contradiction between the appearance of the bridge, and the evidence from maps. The bridge can be seen from
the nearby road, but as one of the finest of its type in Scotland, it should be better known.
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S7. Kerelaw Castle Bridge gives access to a
ruined 16th century castle of that name; it
crosses the Stevenston Burn on the northern
outskirts of Stevenston. The photographs and
much of the information which follow, were
obtained by Mr. Simpson for his ‘Scotland’s
Oldest Bridges’ website. The upstream view in
the upper photograph shows the stilted
segmental arch, which spans 3.6m. The fabric
upstream, the older face of the bridge, is of
small ashlar blocks, and the single flush arch
ring is made up of large dressed voussoirs,
though most have fallen away, exposing
rougher stonework along the barrel. The lower
photograph shows the underside of the bridge,
and makes it very clear that the bridge has
been widened, almost certainly downstream;
the loss of stonework at the upstream face can
also be seen. The upstream part is 1.8m wide,
while the addition is 3.6m, making 5.4m in all,
but the present pathway occupies only about 2m, confined by metal railings. There are vermiculations on the faces
of two of the surviving upstream voussoirs, and an arch pierces the causeway to the left of the bridge, (viewed
from upstream). This might have accommodated a pathway on the left of the burn, carrying it through to cottages
at a lower level than the castle. A bridge at this location was mapped by Blaeu (c1650) and Adair (c1680), and the
original narrow portion might be dated to c1500, when the castle was rebuilt; it would then have been very much
a secondary access point. In the late 18th century, the owners, by then Hamiltons, built a new house above the
right bank of Stevenston Burn, Grange House; after that the bridge was on the main access route, and would have
been widened then, if it had not been earlier.
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S8. Lesmahagow Monk’s Bridge carries a
footpath over the River Nethan, a left bank
tributary of the River Clyde, in Milton on the
north side of Lesmahagow. As can be seen in
the

photograph,

it

comprises

a

single

segmental arch, raised on short imposts. The
fabric is mainly random rubble but the soffits are
coursed. There are single flush arch rings of
shaped voussoirs, below unusual hood moulds
which show some signs of rustication. The
pathway on the bridge is 3m wide between low
parapets, less than 0.5m high, but on one face
with a metal rail above. The approaches to the
bridge are much wider and their walls taper in quite sharply to meet the parapets though this is most likely a
relatively late development. Dating the bridge is not straightforward, but its appearance on 17th century maps, the
proximity of Lesmahagow Priory, and its name all suggest that it may have stood before 1560. However, the hood
moulds are a curiosity, and it is my belief that they are a classical decorative feature, most likely added during an
18th century refurbishment. It is in poor condition now, with bushes and other vegetation growing on it, but seems
to be robust structurally. The bridge was brought to my attention by Mr. David Simpson, developer of the
‘Scotland’s Oldest Bridges’ website, and I thank him for the photograph.
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S9. Meigle Bridge carries a track which
connects the minor roads to Skelmorlie Castle
and Meigle village, across the Skelmorlie
Water, a short distance from the A78, north of
Largs. The bridge comprises a single, near
semi-circular arch, and the visible, downstream
face has flush regular voussoirs and is built of
roughly coursed sandstone rubble. The arrow
in the photograph points to the discontinuity
which shows that the bridge has been widened
on this face by something like 0.5m. The
Scotland’s Oldest Bridges website surmises
that it dates from the 17th century, and that a
date-stone for 1730, refers to the widening
operation. Without any real sight of the upstream face it is hard to disagree strongly, but I shall place it in the
17/18th century category. There is a link to Robert Burns and his lover, ‘Highland Mary’ Campbell, who are said to
have met here. Access is limited, not least because of an adjacent house which seems to be acquiring part of the
track beside the bridge having already gated it.
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S10. Mousemill Bridge replaced a wooden
bridge referred to in the 16th century, but the
surviving bridge is dated to 1649. It crosses the
Mouse Water, quite near to its confluence with
the River Clyde to the west of Lanark. There
seems to be no current access, and it can only
be viewed from an adjacent more modern
bridge,

through

a

leaf

curtain,

almost

impenetrable in summer. Its span may be of the
order of 5m, and the track-way width is 3m.
There

are

no

surviving

parapets.

The

photograph alongside gives some indication of
the width of the bridge, while the 50-year old
photograph below shows its general form, and
the good condition then of the voussoirs. I
revisited the bridge early in 2014, before leaf
growth was established, and was able to
confirm the features to which I refer above, but
photographs taken then do not add enough to be worth presenting.
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S11. Old Avon Bridge crosses the River Avon about 1½km from its confluence with the Clyde, on the eastern
outskirts of Hamilton. It is a three-arch coursed rubble and ashlar structure, 43.5m long and just over 3m wide
between the parapets. Each segmental arch spans c9m and has three wide unchamfered ribs supporting the
soffits. There is a rather unusual arrangement of double unchamfered arch rings in two orders on each face,
with the lower ring, especially deeply recessed, below a hood mould. The piers are 2.8m wide and the road
level is close to 10m above the river bed; there is a squinch at the eastern abutment. In 1825 the bridge was
bypassed, and it is now privately owned and restricted to pedestrian use. The consensus seems to be that the
original bridge was built in the 16th century, but extensively rebuilt in the early 18th century, and that the parapets
are relatively modern. Access is good downstream.
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S12. Old Bridge of Ayr is a 4-span rubble
bridge crossing the River Ayr near the centre of
the town. There are 3 segmental arches and a
4th arch, which is either pointed and distorted,
or the nearest in Scotland to being 4-centred;
the latter is shown alongside. The fabric is of
coursed sandstone throughout, without ribs but
with single dressed arch rings recessed below
narrow hood moulds. There are massive
triangular cutwaters, capped below parapet
level. Though the first document indicating that
there was or might have been a bridge over the
River Ayr is a charter of King Alexander II
(1214-49), the ‘Auld Brig’ probably dates from
the late 15th century, (1470 is quoted), however, it has been rebuilt and repaired many times since then, notably in
1588 and 1907-10. Now, the pronounced rise towards the centre of the bridge as much as the outer fabric suggests
its age. The four arches each span approximately 15.5m, and the piers are 4.5m wide. The carriageway which
has not been widened is 3.5m wide. Once, of course, the town’s main river-crossing, and the subject of a poem by
Robert Burns, the bridge now carries foot-traffic only. Access is good around the bridge.
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S13. Roberton Footbridge across the Roberton Burn carried a minor access road off the A73 through the
village of Roberton, though it is now restricted to pedestrian use. It comprises one slightly irregular segmental
arch of span 6m, with single slightly recessed arch rings of varying thicknesses. The width of the roadway is
3.7m, and there is no sign of widening in the soffits. The fabric is of rubble, coursed in the soffits, though it is
difficult to discern except at close quarters. The parapets which rise slightly to the south end, though less steeply
than the roadway, are cut off sharply at that end of the bridge. The Listing suggests that the bridge might date
from the 17th century, but there seems to be no documentary evidence nor does its appearance make a
compelling case, so I will put it in the 17/18th century category. It is easily accessed downstream but the view is
rather obscured by scrubby trees.
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D1. Bridge of Park once carried the A75 trunk
road over the Water of Luce, a short distance
west of the village of Glenluce. There seems to
be confusion about the age of the bridge, which
was certainly impossible for me to resolve
wholly, because I could not get any sort of view
of the bridge from river level. What is not in
dispute is one unusual feature, shown in the
photograph alongside, namely that the twin
arch original structure to the east, perhaps
2.5m wide, was bonded in 1839 to a much
wider single segmental-arched bridge to the
west, at carriageway level, to give an overall width substantially more than twice as great. The fabric is largely
whinstone rubble but there is granite slab coping, on each parapet and there is an ashlar pier with triangular
cutwaters, abutments, arch rings and voussoirs on the older eastern bridge. It seems likely that the arches of this
structure are of different vintage; the southern segmental arch may have been largely rebuilt, after 1660, when the
bridge is reported to have ‘collapsed’, the northern semi-circular arch which has ribs (perhaps 3 or 4), is most likely
of the 16th century. RCAHMS reports from early in the 20th century concur with this, but their recent reports suggest
that the whole bridge dates to the 18th century, which I think wrong. The photograph below, taken from the east,
shows clearly the ribs under the northern arch, and that on both eastern faces, the arches have double arch rings
in 2 orders, made from dressed voussoirs. As already indicated, access is poor, and it was all I could do to confirm
the main features. There was no possibility of obtaining my own version of the photograph, below.
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D2. Dumfries Bridge replaced the timber bridge over the River Nith, which by tradition was associated with
Devorgilla, mother of King John Baliol, and dated to the 13th century. The masonry bridge was built in the mid15th century, c1431 has been mooted. Its width between parapets is close to 4m, and no widening as opposed
to rebuilding has taken place. The bridge originally had nine masonry arches of irregular spans and rises. In
1619 the five arches on the west side were carried away in a flood, but rebuilt within a year. In 1725, the parapets
were rebuilt, and in 1828 the three arches at the eastern end of the bridge were removed. It now serves as a
public footbridge. Very little of the visible bridge may now date from before 1620, though traditionally, the
westernmost arch is held to be original, (albeit that this is contrary to the common understanding of the 1620
repair, but perhaps it survived when 4 arches to its east were destroyed) not least, because of its pointed shape,
and it is likely that none of the footings and piers have ever been replaced. The latter fact probably explains the
general configuration of relatively short arch spans, and broad piers, unusual for a Scottish bridge. The surviving
structure is a masonry bridge of length 50m with 6 arches each of span c7.5m. The prominent triangular
cutwaters are attached to very broad piers with only the central ones carried up to form pedestrian refuges. The
fabric is coursed red sandstone rubble; the arches have single flush dressed arch rings with slightly chamfered
edges and un-ribbed soffits. Access is good around the bridge. The photograph below was taken from the west
bank, downstream of the bridge, with the single pointed arch in the foreground.
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D3. Dundrennan Bridge carries a minor road
leading east from the A711 across the Abbey

Burn, to the east of the village of Dundrennan,
and its ruined abbey. Viewed to the left of the
main road, entering the village it looks to be a
nondescript small bridge, but this is because
the results of a widening operation in 1814 are
in view. The other face, of the original medieval
bridge is quite different, though because private
gardens occupy both banks immediately
downstream (south) of the bridge I was unable
to obtain a version of the RCAHMS photograph
below. However enough could be seen by
peering over the parapet to confirm the
presence of the main features. The upper photograph serves to provide evidence in the soffits of widening, albeit not
very clearly but indicated by the arrow, and that the extension was of rubble with flush arch rings. The segmental
arch of the original bridge had a span of 5m, a rise above the water level of just over 2m, and was 2.1m wide
between the parapets. The current width is 4.3m. The fabric is rubble but the double chamfered arch rings, in two
orders are of dressed stone. So is the single surviving chamfered rib, set back just behind the arch ring. The paper
(referenced) by Anderson & Williams, which has provided this information, considers why a second rib, close to
the upstream face, was removed, at the time of the widening but comes to no definite conclusion. As to the age of
the structure, the width and the decorative features, suggest that the bridge predated the dissolution of the
monastery; perhaps it was built in the 15th century.
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D4. Langholm Skipper’s Bridge carries the
A7 over the River Esk just to the south of
Langholm. As originally built it comprised 3
unequal stilted segmental arches, the central
one above the river spanning 13.4m is slightly
distorted; the other two to the east and west,
acting

as

flood

arches,

and

spanning

respectively 12.9m and 5.5m. It had a width of
around 4m between the parapets. The fabric is
of roughly coursed rubble, more ordered and
small grade beneath the arch, except for the
vertical jambs, and the low, capped triangular
cutwaters which are ashlar; the latter may be a
later addition. There are single, nearly flush,
arch rings, and an unusual arrangement of
stepped string courses above all the arches.
The photograph alongside, taken from the
south-east, shows much of this, and also that
the bridge has been widened at the north face
by around 2m. In the extension the whole soffits
are of large ashlar blocks. Otherwise, the
extension face is made of coursed squared
rubble with single arch rings, very slightly
recessed, and undecorated. The bridge is dated to the last years of the 17th century (1693-1700), and the widening
operation to the early years of the 19th century. The bridge carries heavy traffic, controlled to one direction by traffic
lights. Access is relatively easy to river bank level to the south-east from where both photographs were taken.
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D5. Minnigaff Queen Mary’s Bridge
carries a footpath east to west over the
Penkiln Burn in the village of Minnigaff. It
comprises two unequal near-semi-circular
arches of different shapes and heights; the
flood arch to the west being smaller. The
fabric is rubble, mainly random but coursed
in the large upstream cutwater which may
be a later addition. The single flush arch
rings are particularly rough in appearance.
The arches spring from the existing rock
rather than built abutments. The footpath
and railings are of recent origin, dating from
a flood which swept the parapets away in the 1960s, and the path is certainly no more than 1½m wide. The
name of the bridge suggests16th century origins and the general appearance is not incompatible with that date,
though there has apparently been a substantial amount of patching. However, other authorities differ,
suggesting a build-date of the 18th century, but appearance-wise at least there are no features of that period,
so for the moment I stick with the 16th century, albeit with repairs. The bridge, beside an old waulk mill proved
difficult to find, and when I did so a torrential shower defeated my attempts at obtaining measurements and
photographs. I have had recourse to a photograph taken from the internet.
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D6. New Bridge, Lincluden, which crosses
the Cluden Water, is just beyond north-west
Dumfries in a hamlet named for it. The bridge
has been drawn to my attention by Mr.
Simpson creator of the Scotland’s Oldest
Bridges website, from where I have taken the
photograph. The bridge has 3 segmental
arches, each spanning c9m, and the width was
increased from c4.5m by adding c2.7m at the
downstream face in the 20th century. It is worth
noting in view of what comes next, that none of
these features would be out of the ordinary for
a bridge on an important route (the main one
between Dumfries and Glasgow), in either the
17th or 18th century. A bridge at this location is
on 17th century maps, including that of Blaeu, and is also marked on Roy’s map of 1750. However, it is also known
that masons worked on the bridge in 1758, and the upstream face, shown in the photograph is thought to be as
they left it. In this context, the prominent key stones at the crowns of the arches, are a fairly infallible indicator of
post-1700 work, at least south of the nearby border with England, and I would attribute other features like the
cutwaters to that period. However, Mr. Simpson has observed that the stonework in the spandrels on this face,
appears identical to some on the bridge over the River Nith in central Dumfries. That masonry is confidently
attributed to 1619. So the choice seems to be between a rebuild of an existing bridge in the late-1750s, in which
masonry features of a nearby bridge have been replicated for no obvious reason, or a refurbishment of the existing
bridge which left the piers and associated structures untouched, but incorporated substantial contemporary
features, like the key stones on the arch rings. I find neither explanation wholly convincing, but on balance prefer
the latter, so will class New Bridge Lincluden as a 17th century bridge.
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D7. Old Bridge of Urr is in the hamlet named for it, and carries a minor road across the Water of Urr. The bridge
is hard to assess because there is no access below the roadway, so the information presented is largely taken on
trust. It is suggested that the 2-arch granite rubble bridge is ‘probably late-16th-century in origin though considerably
rebuilt’. It was widened to the north (upstream) in 1772 to increase the carriageway width from 2.6m to almost
4m, the parapets were rebuilt in the mid-19th century, and further repairs were carried out c1900. There are two
slightly unequal, near semi-circular arches springing from rubble abutments, each spanning c7.5m and a central
pier with cutwaters tapered off below the arch crowns to both up and downstream sides. The fabric is rubble with
roughly shaped voussoirs forming flush single arch rings. There are two red sandstone panels both badly eroded
but allegedly bearing, amongst heraldic symbols, a date 1580. Presumably, this is a key part of the case for the
assigned date of origin. The view, not of course my own photograph, is of the unaltered south (downstream) face,
and in truth, the very plain structure, has little to say about dating, either in favour of the 16th century or later, so
I shall stick with the early date.
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D8. Routin Bridge carries a minor road over
the Old Water, close to where it joins the
Cluden Water, which in turn flows into the River
Nith north-west of Dumfries. The bridge is sited
where the river passes over a series of falls at
a noted beauty spot, but although many
photographs have been taken, none help much
in understanding the bridge. On my own visit,
the downstream face was almost totally
obscured by foliage from all angles. The
upstream face is visible, as shown in the
photograph alongside, and it can be seen that
the bridge comprises a single segmental arch
raised quite high above the river running in a
deep rocky channel. The Listing suggests that
the bridge has been widened at each face, and
certainly the upstream face looks a relatively
modern ashlar construct. I have added the
rather fuzzy lower photograph, taken from the
internet to show the downstream aspect, but it
does not add much to understanding. The
various authorities suggest that the bridge
dates to the 16th or 17th century, but I am
inclined to believe that the original bridge has
been almost entirely rebuilt, and retain it only in
the 17/18th century category.
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