Avon Water – Lanarkshire
The Lanarkshire Avon Water is a left bank
tributary of the River Clyde, joining near the
town of Hamilton, after flowing for 39km from
its source just east of the border between
South Lanarkshire and East Ayrshire. The
source is at Grid Point NS 588 320, at a
height of c330m in the area of plateau
moorland formed of igneous basalt and
millstone grit, which links the 2 districts. The
stream rises at an ill-defined point in the
midst of tussocks of grass, very close to a
watershed from the other side of which,
water makes its way westwards by way of
the River Irvine to the Firth of Clyde. The
streamlets, which come together to form the
Avon Water, are shown in Mr. Towill’s
photograph; the hill is Distinkhorn, which
rises to 368m. The stream, 1½km after its
formation, features in the lower of Mr.
Towill’s photographs. Here, it aligns with the
boundary between South Lanarkshire and
East

Ayrshire,

as

it

flows

generally

northwards. As can be seen, the moorland is
mostly grassy though there appear to be patches of heather. On the hillside above the right bank, between the
locations of the 2 photographs, are the scattered remains of a crashed American aircraft, a Douglas B-26
Invader, which came down in August 1956, killing 2 pilots on board. I confess to being surprised that the debris
has been left for 65 years; although inaccessible by road, I should have thought that a helicopter could have
lifted the main items out fairly easily, and that an appropriate memorial could have been erected.
Moving on, the small river receives Dipple
Burn, a right bank tributary, perhaps larger
than itself, before arriving at the crag, which
is Main Castle, shown on the left in the
photograph, taken by Mr. O’Dowd. Remains
of a wall on the landward side, which is easily
accessed, suggest that the small plateau at
the

top,

was

probably

an

Iron

Age

settlement. The river continues to wind
through moorland, first north, then east, then
north again, until having flowed for almost
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9km from the source it cuts the 200m contour. Hereabouts walled fields begin to appear, a few arable but mainly
of pasture, and the district boundary leaves the river, which continues within South Lanarkshire. There are traces
of a defunct railway line, between Darvel, a short distance to the west, and Strathaven further along the river
valley, to the north-east. The line opened in 1905, about a decade after a branch connecting Darvel to the
Glasgow and South-Western Railway, south of Kilmarnock, had opened. Strathaven had been connected to the
main Caledonian West Coast line as early as 1863, so there seemed to be a possibility of a useful east/west
connecting route, in part along the Avon Water valley. However, through trains never ran, as the two big
companies shared operations, running trains either from Hamilton to Darvel, or from Hurlford, south of
Kilmarnock to Strathaven; the Darvel/Strathaven railway closed in 1939.
From here the river flows north-east, in close alignment with the A71 road, which connects Edinburgh to
Kilmarnock and Ayr, towards the hamlet of Drumclog, a few cottages and an early-20th century church, by the
roadside. The place was probably little more than a farmstead in June 1679, when a skirmish took place which
for a few weeks was of greater significance than suggested by the small numbers involved, or the smaller
number of casualties. To give some background, the condition of Scotland at that time was heavily influenced
by the determination of King Charles II to impose Episcopalianism on the country. He was not the first Stuart
King to attempt this; his grandfather, King James VI had pursued the aim in a canny, moderate way, and had
achieved a considerable degree of acceptance, but his father King Charles I tried to move far more quickly, and
paid the price, when an armed Scottish revolt led to the Civil War, which cost him his throne and his life. King
Charles II generally believed in religious toleration, but he was irrevocably opposed to Presbyterianism, partly
because he saw its adherents as instrumental in the events leading to his father’s execution, and partly because
he had felt personally humiliated, when forced to sign the Covenant committing him to that religion, before he
was crowned, King of Scotland, at Scone in January 1651. Nearly 10 years elapsed before his restoration in
late-1660, but then he charged his instrument in Scotland, the Earl (later Duke) of Lauderdale with eradicating
Presbyterianism. Lauderdale, himself an ex-Presbyterian, ensured that prominent churches and other
institutions became Episcopalian, but was probably content in general to leave those, who chose not to engage
with the official church, alone. However, when the Covenanters gathered in numbers to attempt to force change
at the national level as in the Pentland rising of 1666, the government reaction was ferocious and cruel. The
1670s saw the King’s impatience increasing, and this eventually led to a slackening of Lauderdale’s grip, and
an increase in efforts to stamp out what was seen as an insurgent faith.
Covenanting support was strong in the South-West of Scotland, with outdoor conventicles attracting large
numbers, who were addressed by resolute and fervent preachers. Colonel John Graham of Claverhouse, later
Viscount Dundee, was charged with suppressing such events and capturing the ring-leaders, and earned the
name ‘Bloody Clavers’, by the manner of his doing so. When he heard that a conventicle was going to take
place on Loudon Hill, just west of Drumclog, he set off from Hamilton to disperse the attendees and apprehend
the preachers; his force comprised c200 horse and dragoons. Graham must have anticipated little trouble,
because a number of prisoners awaiting trial, accompanied him. His force encountered the Covenanters, armed
and with some horsemen, probably c1200 in number on high ground above Drumclog. Graham attempted to
advance towards them, twice, but was thwarted by boggy ground. Then, the Covenanters charged downhill,
and Graham’s dragoons and horse were routed; Graham’s horse was wounded and bolted with its rider unable
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to stop it, and this sight probably had a part
in the rout. Graham’s force sustained losses
of 40 killed, and the Covenanters only a
handful; the prisoners he had brought to
Drumclog were released, though for some it
was to be short-lived freedom. Graham,
restored order amongst his men and fought
his way through Strathaven, to Hamilton, but
as the surrounding country rose for the
Covenanters, he had to retreat to Glasgow
and put that town’s defences in order. For a
couple of heady weeks, it must have seemed
to the Covenanters, that the government in
Scotland

might

be

toppled,

but

reinforcements arrived, along with the Duke
of Monmouth, who assumed command, and won the Battle of Bothwell Brig, routing the Covenanter’s army.
The Drumclog battlefield monument, shown in the photograph was erected in the 19 th century. Sir Walter Scott
made these events central to his greatest Waverley Novel, Old Mortality, and gives a marvelous atmospheric
account, but it needs to be remembered that as a committed Tory, he was no friend to the Whiggish
Covenanters.
These events had significance beyond Scotland; the Exclusion Crisis, aimed at preventing James, Duke of York
from succeeding to the English throne was underway, and had resulted in a confrontation between King and
Parliament. If the Battle of Bothwell Brig had not been so decisive, dissension in Scotland might have persisted,
and the King may have had a choice between giving way to Parliament to get money to put down the rising, or
losing control of his northern kingdom, in like manner to his father at the start of the Civil War. There is irony in
the fact that the victorious general, an illegitimate son of the King, favoured the Exclusionists, and was the
choice of many of them to succeed in place of his Catholic uncle, James, Duke of York, but his crushing victory
quietened Scotland, and helped the King ride out the Exclusionist storm. Monmouth paid his own price for
victory, 6 years later, when his rebellion against, the new King James, ended in defeat at the Battle of
Sedgemoor and he was captured and beheaded in London.
A short distance downstream, the Avon Water receives a right bank tributary, the Glengavel Water, though the
question of which is joining which, is open, judging from maps and satellite views. Given that the flows are unmetered the question is unanswerable, so convention will be followed. In 1898, a reservoir was created by
building an earth embankment dam across the upper Glengavel Water. With a surface area of 28ha (equivalent
to c35 football pitches), it supplies drinking water to the towns of South Lanarkshire. There is nothing of historical
note about the tributary, so I can re-join the Avon Water, and move on downstream. The landscape, beside the
river is now predominantly pastureland with occasional cornfields, and copses; farm steadings are dotted
around, but larger settlements are absent. After negotiating several more bends in flowing a further 6½km, the
river receives a fairly sizeable left bank tributary, the Calder Water. Just under a kilometre back along this
tributary is Caldermill, a hamlet around the first watermill encountered on the journey; Calder Mill is shown on
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19th century maps and I think its buildings
survive, but I know little more. The A71
passes just north of the mill, and to its north
is the bridge, shown, part obscured by trees,
in Mr. Webb’s photograph. It was built as part
of

Thomas

Telford’s

road

between

Edinburgh and Ayr constructed between
1820 and 1823. It has one semi-circular
arch, with single arch-rings of dressed
voussoirs; the fabric is ashlar with a band
course above the arch. A short distance
further, and the Avon Water is joined at the
right bank by the Lochar Water; Lochar Watermill is on the tributary, close to the confluence.
It seems to be generally agreed that a
Roman

Road

was

built

between

the

locations of Edinburgh and Ayr, at the time
of Agricola’s invasion of Scotland in the 1st
century AD. A stretch has been identified just
south of the Avon Water running east from
Lochar Mill, on the line of a present day road,
appropriately named Roman Road. The river
itself flows generally east to reach an
interesting bridge, Old Craig Bridge. This is
an 18th century bridge, though it is not
necessarily the one shown on Roy’s map of
1750. Apparently there was a major flood in
the river valley in 1770, so it may have been
partially rebuilt after that, probably incorporating part of its predecessor. Its width is 4.8m, with no sign of
widening and, the segmental arches of the slightly humped bridge span c10.5m. The arch rings comprise welldressed voussoirs, though the rest of the bridge is of random rubble. Traffic was carried until a bypass was built
in 1938, but the bridge is now in a state of some disrepair. The photograph is a view of the bridge. In the 19th
century, a watermill here ground corn, but it does not appear to have survived in any form.
The Avon Water now swings round the south and east of Strathaven, but before reaching that town, it is joined
by a substantial right bank tributary, the Kype Water, which flows 14km from high ground to the south. Two
watermills, Overhall Cornmill and Sandford Cornmill, were just upstream of the mouth of the tributary. There is
a strange tale attached to the former; a miller at Overhall did not approve of a young man who tried to court his
daughter, and ended the relationship. As a rather chancy effort to gain revenge, the thwarted suitor left an
eyeglass on the thatched mill roof, and sunshine focussed by the lens duly did the rest, causing the mill to burn
down. History does not seem to relate what happened next, but it is safe to assume that marriage nuptials did

4

not ensue. The Kype Water has flowed for
just under 14km to get to the watermills but
4km from its source, the water in the river
enters

Kype

Reservoir.

An

earth

embankment dam, built in 1898, created a
reservoir of surface area 13.6ha, which
supplies drinking water to south Lanarkshire
towns. Kype Muir Wind Farm is being
constructed on the hill-tops around the
reservoir, comprising 26 large wind turbines
with another 15 planned for later erection;
there are coniferous tree plantations around
the reservoir, so it is difficult to know how
intrusive the wind farm will be, viewed from
there, but it will certainly impinge on longer
views. Recreated at the reservoir overflow,
the

Kype

Water

weaves,

generally

northwards, passing the site of vanished
Brocket Castle, to arrive at Sandford, a
hamlet, which is the only settlement along
the length of the stream. From there it has less than a kilometre to flow before reaching the River Avon, and it
passes the watermills, already mentioned. Between their sites is the Spectacle E’e Waterfall shown alongside;
the name refers to the aforementioned arsonist’s eyeglass.
Strathaven has been a burgh of barony since
1450, though it is claimed that the earliest
church was built in the mid-13th century. If
the settlement served by the church predated the first castle, it can be assumed that
it grew considerably, after the castle was
built. Strathaven Castle, viewed from the
south-east in the photograph, is immediately
south of the A71, just east of the town centre.
The first stone castle on the site was built in
c1350 by the Baird family, possibly replacing
an earlier wooden structure. It later became
a property of the ‘Black’ Earls of Douglas, but
in 1455, King James II outlawed them; their
lands were confiscated, and Strathaven Castle was just one of their castles, to be sleighted. The lands were
given to Sir Andrew Stewart, 1st Lord of Avondale, who built his own castle, after 1458. The defences were
strengthened in the 1530s, but in 1611 it was sold to the 2nd Marquis of Hamilton. Though not that family’s main
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residence, the castle was inhabited until the first half of the 18th century; thereafter it was quarried. It comprised
a relatively narrow rectangular structure, of dimensions 21.2 X 11.2m, so it probably accommodated a hall and
private quarters, end to end; there were towers at the north-west and south-east corners. Further walls
surrounded a barmkin which would have contained domestic and service buildings, but nothing remains saving
a watermill to the east of the castle. Of the main block, the north wall and north-west tower, are still sufficiently
well preserved to give an idea of how the castle looked. A stump of the south wall survives, but nothing much
above ground remains of the south-east tower.
The town has a population of 7500 and the
centre, called Common Green, is shown in
Mr. McCrorie’s photograph; apart from the
inevitable abundance of cars, the other
correct impression might be that Strathaven
is quite a colourful place with pebbledashed, harled and painted buildings. This
street and those around it are usually busy
with shoppers. A cattle market moved to
Strathaven in 1970 from Hamilton, but it
closed in 2009. The Powmillon Burn which flows north/south through the town, provided power for a textile mill,
and hand loom weaving and silk manufacturing were important sources of employment, in the 18th and 19th
centuries. There were 2 Waulk Mills, which treated textile products, on the River Avon, south-east of the town.
The Town Mill beside the castle has already been mentioned; it was built in 1650 for the 2nd Duke of Hamilton,
who was then resident in Strathaven Castle. The Town Mill played an integral part in the working life of
Strathaven for over 3 centuries; it remained in operation until the original building was destroyed by fire in1820.
It was rebuilt with a slate roof, and given a larger water wheel, which was in turn replaced by water turbines and
an electric drive in 1935; this set-up provided power for printing, brewing, and metal working, but these activities
ceased in 1966, and the Town Mill fell quickly into disrepair. In 1972 a section of the roof fell in, when the building
was consumed by fire. However from 1974, Strathaven Arts Guild began to convert the dilapidated mill into an
Arts Centre, with an auditorium and other facilities.
The Powmillon burn rises north of the town
where it powers 2 watermills, and a lade on
the northern outskirts, shown on 19th century
maps suggests the presence of at least one
other mill there. As mentioned before, the
burn then flows through the centre of the
town where it is shown in the photograph.
The bridge in view is a 19th century
footbridge, the Boo Backit Bridge, named for
its predecessor, which was at the medieval
crossing point of the road, linking the castle
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and the town centre; an important route then, because the town’s role was to service the needs of the castle. It
is reasonable to assume that water to power a mill might once have been drawn off upstream of the weir shown
in the photograph, but that is as far as my knowledge stretches.
The 13th century church mentioned earlier is long gone, and the Old Avondale Parish Church, beside the A71
known there as Kirk Street, was built in 1770 as a high T-shaped structure with a tall steeple, but it has been
much restored. Its present external appearance may not meet with universal approval. There was another 18th
century church in the town, but it has been converted into a residence, acclaimed in up-market publications,
though the decision to retain a dwarf steeple may be unfortunate. Strathaven has all the amenities expected of
a small town, and a pleasant ambience; this has stood it in good stead in recent years, in testament to which,
there has been considerable new building in up-market estates in its outskirts. People choose to live there, and
commute to the larger towns, near at hand, like Hamilton, Motherwell, and East Kilbride, so in contrast to many
small towns in the Scottish central belt, Strathaven looks to be thriving.
The most famous person associated with
the town is Sir Harry Lauder. Though he
was born in Edinburgh, in 1870, his wife
who long predeceased him was born in
Hamilton, and near there, he began his
working life as a coalminer. His was close
to a rags to riches story, as he became one
of the highest paid entertainers in the world,
stressing his Scottish heritage for the
diaspora on numerous worldwide tours. He
was

an

all-round

entertainer

with

a

penchant for writing and performing memorable popular songs. Semi-retired by 1936, he had the house, shown
in the photograph, built on the western edge of the town, Lauder Ha’. His status and stellar career are illustrated
by the role-call of his guests in the 14 years he lived at Lauder Ha’, including Winston Churchill, Laurel and
Hardy, and Bob Hope.
The Avon Water continues to flow north-eastwards, passing sites of Glassford Mill, strictly 2 watermills, which
processed corn, and were fed by a lade, and Cot Castle which now comprises only a grassy mound. After the
river winds for a further 6½km, the gable end surmounted by an ornate bellcote, which survives from Stonehouse
Old Parish Church, becomes visible near the right bank. The first church here is thought to have been
consecrated in the 9th century, but the stump, which remains is not nearly as old as that. However, the church
to which it belonged is likely to have been pre-reformation, so perhaps of the 15th century. At any rate, the
church continued in use until 1770, when it was replaced by a building, nearer the centre of the town. The most
notable feature of the new church was a large square tower, but though it seated 600 people, it was decided
that a larger church was needed, at the end of the 19th century. The 18th century building was obviously sound,
since it still stands, having fulfilled various commercial functions. The 19 th century church is not a particularly
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distinguished

building,

and

one

might

assume that its capacity of 900 is now too
large for a town with a population of 5000. In
the graveyard around the ruin of the Old
Parish

Church

ruin,

shown

in

the

photograph, there are old gravestones, one
above the burial place of a Covenanter
casualty of 1679, in the aftermath of the
Drumclog

affair.

The

early

history

of

Stonehouse must have owed something to
the proximity of the now vanished Cot
Castle, and the church; the population was
c1000 by the 17th century when it was
granted an annual fair, and burgh of barony
status. Thereafter, it became a wool weaving
centre in the 18th century, and the 19th
century when manufacture of silk products
also provided employment. The town is at
the edge of the Lanarkshire coalfield, so
mining became important; there was a plant
which distilled shale oil from coal, for a while.
Iron ore was mined just to the east, and sandstone quarries opened in the neighbourhood. The railway arrived
in Stonehouse in 1864, brought over a viaduct across the Cander Water, initially to carry coal but soon carrying
passengers as well. By the end of the century Stonehouse was linked to Strathaven, and a network of mineral
lines, but soon afterwards, the long decline in the railways began, as traffic of all kinds began to shift to the
roads. The Beeching cuts of the 1960s deprived Stonehouse of its last rail links.
The fact that Stonehouse became a mini-industrial hub explains why the townscape is different from that of its
neighbour, Strathaven to its south-west. There are large numbers of cottages tight to the roads, and shops that
seem to have been shoe-horned into small houses. These shops are those of a large village rather than a town;
there is no getting away from the fact that Stonehaven is dowdy, like many post-industrial towns in Scotland’s
central belt. Things could have been very different, because in 1973, Stonehouse was designated as a new
town with a projected population of 35000 people. However, the proposal lasted for only 4 years, before the
decision was reversed in favour of making incremental changes to existing larger towns. A fair number of new
houses had been built immediately after 1973, and a few more have been built since, but not enough to change
the ambience. For some places the reversal might have been a narrow escape, but for Stonehouse, it was
surely an opportunity snatched away.
After passing the town, the Avon Water begins to swing north, before it receives the small right bank tributary,
Cander Water which flows generally northwards, nowadays quite close to the M74. There were 2 watermills
along its length, Gill Cornmill, and Candermill, both of which ground corn. The mean water flow rate is measured
near the site of the latter as a quite small 7400 gallons per minute. Just east of Stonehouse, the stream is
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crossed by Cander Bridge, a twin-arched structure, engineered in 1823 by Thomas Telford, as part of his road
linking Edinburgh to Ayr. As the Avon Water and the Cander Water approach their meeting point, both flow in
narrow steep-sided gorges creating a promontory with the unlikely name of Sodom Hill. Across the lower southwestern end of the raised area, which occupies a little more than 2ha, there are 3 ramparts, much affected by
ploughing, but still discernible. Known as Double Dykes hillfort, the site was probably occupied in the Iron Age,
the period from 1000 BC to 500 AD, but as it has not been excavated, it is impossible to be more specific.
The Avon Water flows north past the ruins of Clocksy Watermill, and the mound associated with Ringsdale
Castle, on the left bank, though little seems to be known about either. The river is in a tree-lined narrow valley,
perhaps not quite a gorge, and the wider outlook is of fields, mainly pastoral on both banks, though there are
hints of an industrial past provided by remains of quarries and coalmines. The river is approaching Larkhall on
the right bank, sandwiched between it and the River Clyde to its east. Though there were small settlements in
the area, now occupied by the town before the 18th century, Larkhall which has a population of 15000, was
almost entirely a creation of the industrial age. First, it was mainly weaving which occupied the population,
supported by a waulkmill, and dye mill on the Avon Water, the latter remaining operational into the 21 st century.
Then, coal mining took over as the main employment together with work in ancillaries to the large iron and
steelworks in the neighbourhood, a brickworks, and other spin-offs.
All the mines and most of the other enterprises have closed in the past few decades leaving Larkhall as a typical
post-industrial town. To some extent, light industry and distribution sites have filled the gap, but with larger towns
near at hand, large retail outlets have not moved in, so many of the townsfolk have to look for work elsewhere.
The re-opening in 2005 of a direct rail connection to Glasgow, facilitates this. The townscape is very much a
product of history; the 18th century starting-point from a group of small settlements, means that there is no welldefined centre, nor any distinguished old buildings. Major chains are largely absent from the rows of shops
along Union Street; the narrow streets to the sides are lined with attached cottages, albeit in the main, neat and
well kept. Unfortunately, Larkhall has acquired a reputation for sectarianism, and Orange Order parades have
been the least unattractive manifestation of a trait, summed up by the joke that there are few green parks or
open spaces, in Larkhall, because of the aversion of townsfolk to that colour, worn by Celtic Football Club.
The Avon Water limited any westward
expansion of Larkhall, and the reason is
made obvious by the RCAHMS aerial view
of the Broomhill Railway Viaduct, which once
carried a single line of a Caledonian branch
into Larkhall. It opened in the early years of
the 20th century, and closed to rail traffic in
1968. It comprised a metal trestle framework
resting on stone pillars 51m high, claimed to
be the highest structure of its type in the
country. As can be seen, the Avon Water is
still flowing in a narrow, steep sided valley, amidst dense tree cover. Just downstream from here were Avondale
Bleachfield and Dye Plant. A short distance further on, the river negotiates tight bends with no change in its
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surrounds. Here the mean water flow rate is measured as 104000 gallons per minute; the Avon Water has
become a substantial river. It receives a number of small tributaries downstream from here, and one at the left
bank, Covan Burn which is of greater size. Their effect together might be estimated to raise the mean flow rate
delivered to the River Clyde, to close to 120000 gallons per minute, equivalent to 12 standard load tanker loads
per minute. Beyond this point, the Avon Water reaches the country park which, was once the great estate of the
Hamiltons, Chatelherault.
The name, albeit spelt differently, dates to the 16th century, when James Hamilton, 2nd Earl of Arran, Governor
and Protector of Scotland, was given the French dukedom of Châtellerault in 1549, as reward for acquiesced,
albeit unwillingly, to the future marriage of the child, Mary, Queen of Scots to Francis Dauphin of France, also
a child. This was quite a turn-round because in 1543, he had negotiated the child-Queen’s future marriage with
the Protestant son of King Henry VIII, who soon became King Edward VI of England. A change of his own
religion from Protestantism to Roman Catholicism preceded Arran’s volte face, but it is safe to assume that
religious faith was a minor consideration; perceived self-interest and especially dynastic ambitions, governed
his actions throughout a long career. As well as his high appointments, Arran was also heir to the Scottish
throne, by inheritance from his grandmother, Mary, who was the eldest daughter of King James II of Scotland;
he retained that status, with only 3 short breaks amounting to c3 years, from 1536 until his death in 1575. Then,
his heir was also Scotland’s heir for another 19 years, until King James VI fathered a son in 1594. So in an age,
during which unexpected death was commonplace, the Hamiltons were within one death of the Scottish throne
for 55 years, but it never happened. Arran pursued other schemes to advance his family dynastically, including
a serious attempt to marry his heir, another James Hamilton, to Queen Elizabeth I of England, but the young
man was no more successful than every other suitor to the virgin Queen, and he again lost out, when his father
tried to gain for him the hand of the widowed Mary, Queen of Scots. Perhaps, these failures contributed to the
younger James Hamilton becoming insane, shortly afterwards.
The Hamiltons were probably Norman in
origin, but came to Scotland either from
Leicestershire or Northumberland in the 13th
century; the family name was de Hambledon
(variously spelt). The family belatedly took
the side of King Robert the Bruce in the 1st
Scottish War of Independence, and the
patriarch was rewarded with the Lordship of
Cadzow in the River Clyde valley. In c1370,
a successor erected a tower house, on a site
on the left bank of the Avon Water; Hamilton Park Racecourse is there now. The parish church for the settlement
of Cadzow was beside the tower house, and in 1450, at the request of the 1st Lord Hamilton, who had received
that title 5 years earlier, it became collegiate, with a provost and 8 prebendary chaplains. This was another sign
of increasing status, but the real breakthrough for the family came in 1474, when the 1 st Lord Hamilton, by then
almost 60 years old became the 2nd husband of Mary Stewart, the daughter of King James II. The palace, which
eventually looked as shown above, was built in the 16th century by later Earls of Arran to replace the tower
house. By then, the large estate, extending south onto the right bank of the Avon Water, and then further, back
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onto the left bank was known as Chatelherault. They lived in the palace until financial problems forced their
departure in 1882. The palace stood above the Lanarkshire coalfield, and the then Duke sold mining
concessions on the estate, in order to repair the family finances. Mines beneath the palace soon caused
subsidence, which seriously damaged the building, and it was demolished in 1921.
Returning to the story of the family, the Earls of Arran became Marquises of Hamilton in the late 16 th century,
and the 3rd Marquis received a dukedom in 1643. He was a staunch Royalist but an incompetent general, and
when he led a Scottish army into England in 1648, he was defeated by Oliver Cromwell at Preston, and captured.
His execution just before that of King Charles I was probably in part because the Hamiltons were still close to
the line of succession, and if Parliament got its way, likely to get closer. His children had died in infancy, and
his brother succeeded to the Dukedom, only to die at the Battle of Worcester in 1651. That ended the male line,
so the titles passed by marriage to the Douglases. Hamilton misfortune occurred again in1712. The 4th Duke, in
1711, had become also Duke of Brandon, a British title, and unusually as a non-royal, albeit connected, received
Knighthoods of the Thistle and Garter. He had been involved in a long-running dispute over possession of lands
in Cheshire, and in November 1712 he was called out by the other party, Colonel, Lord Mohun. Both men
perished in the dual fought in Hyde Park, though the circumstances led to Mohun’s seconder being convicted
of murder after he fled to the continent; he was alleged to have ‘finished off’ the Duke, while his principal lay
dead. Since then the lives of the Dukes have been less turbulent, though the 14 th Duke, a noted aviator, made
headlines in 1941, when the German Deputy Fuhrer, Rudolf Hess made his bizarre flight to Scotland, and
claiming to know the Duke, said that he wanted to agree a peace plan with him. The Duke, then a senior RAF
officer had reject accusations of prior contact. The Dukes now reside on the Lennoxlove estate near Haddington.
The 15th Duke used to buy his newspapers in the village of Gullane, in which I had a flat in the 1990s, and I can
remember exchanging ‘Good Mornings’ there with His Grace.
The

Chatelherault

estate,

eventually

surrendered in lieu of death duties, has
become a country park centred on the
former hunting lodge, a folly designed to be
seen across the Avon Water from Hamilton
Palace. The lodge, viewed from the north in
the photograph, was designed by William
Adam and completed in 1734. It comprises
two decorated buildings, linked by an ornate
gateway. It was in disrepair, but has been
renovated as a visitor centre, and a venue for events like weddings.
The lofty 19th century Duke’s Bridge leads across the Avon Water, still in its steep-walled, tree-covered valley,
to the ruins of Cadzow Castle. The first castle of that name, existed as far back as 1139 when it served as a
hunting lodge for King David I. The early Cadzow Castle seems to have been built next to the River Avon in a
location about 1km north, now lost in the outskirts of Hamilton, which then was known as Cadzow. This castle
was abandoned, by the new owners, the Hamiltons, in favour of Hamilton Tower House, on the site of what later
became Hamilton Palace. The present ruin may date from 1540, as it was built to withstand artillery attack, and
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comprised a strongly built keep with drum towers at the south-west and south-east corner. The castle was
visited by Mary Queen of Scots in 1568, but two years later was successfully besieged by the Earl of Lennox. It
was again captured, this time by James Douglas, Regent Morton, in 1579, and sleighted to prevent its being
fortified again. In the early 1800s, the castle ruins were extensively reworked to turn them into a romantic ruin,
named then, Cadzow Castle, visible across the river from Chatelherault Lodge. I have no useful photograph,
because the site was festooned with scaffolding when I visited a few years ago, and it may still be in that state.
Continuing downstream, Barncluith Tower
beside the left bank, was built by a Hamilton
in 1583, but has been much restored, so that
only a few original parts like window
surrounds remain. The gardens laid out at
the same early date run down to the river
bank,

and

though

also

restored,

are

regarded as providing a notable example of
an early Scottish layout and are Listed as
such. From here, the Avon Water swings
east to reach Old Avon Bridge, a 3-arch, coursed rubble and ashlar structure, 43.5m long and just over 3m wide
between the parapets. Each segmental arch, spans c9m and has three wide unchamfered ribs supporting the
soffits. There is a rather unusual arrangement of double unchamfered arch rings in two orders on each face,
with the lower ring, deeply recessed, below a hood mould. The piers are 2.8m wide and the road level is close
to 10m above the river bed; there is a squinch at the eastern abutment. In 1825 the bridge was bypassed, and
it is now privately owned and restricted to pedestrian use. The consensus seems to be that the original bridge
was built in the 16th century, but extensively modified in the early 18th century, and that the parapets are relatively
modern. However, it seems unlikely that the arches with their ribs have been much-altered since the 16th
century, and the width remained only 3m, so I suspect that the modifications were less significant than
sometimes implied, though the unusual arch rings may of that date. The bridge is shown in the photograph.
The river bounds Hamilton on the east; the
township was known as Cadzow until it took
the name of the by then dominant local
family in the 15th century. It became a burgh
of barony in 1667, and is now the
administrative centre of the district of South
Lanarkshire. There are no very old buildings;
the Old Parish Church, shown, dates to
1732, and was designed in classical style by
William

Adam,

father

of

Robert,

but

distinguished in his own right. A much earlier
church, beside Hamilton Palace had lost its
collegiate status in the 1670s but continued
to serve the parish, until the 5 th Duke of
12

Hamilton decided that he did not want townsfolk on his estate on a regular basis, so provided a new church.
The town benefitted in the 18th century from a role as a staging post on the turnpike road from Glasgow to the
border with England. However, it was its location on the Lanarkshire coalfield, and near to iron ore deposits that
caused rapid expansion in the 19th century, though no pits or iron foundries survive. Hamilton with a population
of 55000 has been better able to weather the effects of de-industrialisation than many smaller towns, and it has
reinvented itself as a local centre, just about far enough away from Glasgow to mitigate the pull of the city.
I stayed often at a hotel in Hamilton in the 1980s, when visiting the large Ravenscraig Steelworks, which stood
in adjacent Motherwell, and still chuckle over an occasion when I arrived with a colleague, and a sandwich
student who was spending a year with us. Almost directly across the road from our hotel, a small boarding
house had collapsed into not much more than a pile of bricks. I drew the car up beside the ruin, and said ‘Oh
dear, that doesn’t look very promising’, before asking the student to go to see whether there were still some
rooms. The lad got out of the car, but then saw the lights of our hotel across the road, and cottoned on, to
laughter from all. I guess that sort of jape would meet with disapproval from many nowadays, but the said
student remains a good friend to this day. I have little more to say in this historical account about the town of
Hamilton, save to record that it has been estimated that there are 47 settlements with that name, scattered
round the world; Hamilton in Canada with a population of more than half a million is the largest.
The Avon Water on its last reach swings
north then east passing under the M74 just
south of junction 6 before joining its parent,
the River Clyde and completing its journey of
39km. Rather than a rather confused
photograph of the confluence, I shall end by
showing two buildings, one to the north of
the meeting of waters, the other south. The
former is the Hamilton Mausoleum, on the
site of the demolished palace; built for the
10th Duke of Hamilton between 1842 and
1858, as a burial place for the ducal family.
The edifice shown alongside, is 37 m high
and the cathedral-like domed interior, shown
in the lower photograph, is noted for a long
period echo. However the subsidence which
claimed the palace, also affected the
mausoleum, and resultant flooding, caused
its use to be discontinued in the 1920s; the
bodies of those interred there had to be
buried elsewhere. The Hamiltons have been
through history, a rather unlucky family. The
other building near the mouth of the Avon
Water, Ross House is a late 18th century
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mansion, which stands in the angle between the right bank of the Avon Water and the left bank of the River
Clyde. It does not look quite as built, as it was baronialised in the 19th century. Then, it was in a country setting,
whereas now it is hemmed in by a motorway and the River Clyde. It is shown in the romanticised, 19th century
engraving below.

The Avon Water begins its course in high moorland, then flows through farmland, thereafter making its way
through country, which was a centre of industry in the 19th century, and is still largely occupied by a conurbation
made up of post-industrial towns like Stonehouse, Larkhall, and Hamilton. However, the river in its later course
flows in a deep, steep-sided valley, through which the Avon Valley Trail runs, and walking along the river bank,
one is virtually unaware of the past-industrial, and present-urban surrounds. It is a clean river as regards fishing,
with migratory fish like salmon and sea trout, able now to enter from the lower River Clyde, where pollution has
been dramatically reduced, though they must still negotiate the weirs which once diverted water to mills. Nonmigratory fish like brown trout and grayling have never been absent from the upper waters, and are now present
along the whole 39km course.
There were once several castles in the catchment, but now they have been reduced to remnants with the
exception of the ruin of Strathaven Castle which looms over the A71 There are a number of old bridges crossing
the river and its tributaries, including a couple which once formed part of Telford’s Edinburgh to Ayr route,
however the outstanding example is Old Avon Bridge in Hamilton, built in the 16 th century, though modified
since. The lower reaches are of course dominated by the Hamiltons, and their history is intertwined with features
on each bank, some long gone like Hamilton Palace, but others like the Hunting Lodge in Chatelherault Country
Park, still stand. Some might wish that the Hamilton Mausoleum, surely a monument to hubris, was in the former
category, but it is spectacular, especially internally, although devoid of purpose.
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Alastair Robertson’s Appendix follows; it identifies and locates watermills found in the catchment on a sketch
map, and as far as possible gives their categories and types. Commercial mills are those, usually on the larger
streams, which carry out paid for functions, such as grinding corn to produce flour, and textile mills,d condition
cloth. Farm mills, most commonly threshing mills, are a part of farm equipment, and if powered by water (many
are driven by horses) can utilise surprisingly small water sources.
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Appendix
Table 1: Water Mills on the Avon Water and its tributaries
Strathclyde
Loch

River
Clyde
Hamilton
North

River
Clyde

A9

A7

A8

A6

Stonehouse
Can2
A5
A4
Can1

Strathaven
A3
Ca

K2

A2

K1

l1
A1

Avon Water

Avon Water
Mill
Code
A1
A2
A3
A4
A5
A6
A7
A8
A9
* estimated

Mill Name
Powerloom Factory
Craig Mill
Waukmill
Glassfield Mill
Mill Holm
Clocksy Mill
Waukmill
Avonbank Mill
Avon Mill

Mill Type
Textiles
Corn
Textiles
Corn
Unknown
Corn
Waukmill
Bleachfield
Corn

Grid Reference
NS 711 432
NS 713 432
NS 716 439
NS 733 455
NS 742 470
NS 766 491
NS 753 508*
NS 753 510
NS 735 547
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Tributaries
Calder Water
Mill
Code
Mill Name
Cal1
Calder Mill

Mill Type
Corn

Grid Reference

Kype Water
Mill
Code
Mill Name
K1
Tweedie Mill
Kype
Print
works,
K2
previously Overhall Mill

Mill Type
Corn
Silk printing,
corn

Grid Reference

Cander Water
Mill
Code
Mill Name
Can1
Gill Mill
Can 2
Cander Mill

Mill Type
Corn
Corn

Grid Reference

NS 664 418

NS 71640 43296
NS 71528 43443

NS 78318 44575
NS 76405 47043
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Table 2: Mills on other Avon Water Tributaries
Locations of Tributaries, see tables below for the key to the codes

River
Clyde

Strathclyde
Loch

Hamilton
River
Clyde

North

5
A

Stonehouse

4

StrathavenA
3
A

2

1Ca

A

nn
nnn

1
A

Avon Water

Avon Water
Code
1A
2A
3A
3A
3A
3A
4A
5A
5A

Tributary
Mill stream
Glengavel Water Glengavel Water
Lochar Water
Lochar Water
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
Unknown
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
Unknown
Unknown
Powforth Burn
Powforth Burn
Powforth Burn
Powforth Burn

Mill
Glengavel Mill
Lochar Mill
Blackburn Mill
Strathaven
Strathaven
Town Mill
Netherfield Waukmill
Thinacre
Gordonbank

Mill Type
Corn
Corn, saw
Corn
Sawmill
Corn & Flour
Wool
Textiles
Corn
Sawmill

Mill
Bellscroft Sawmill

Mill Type
Sawmill

Grid Reference
NS 64985 36131
NS 67933 41170
NS 68573 47161
NS 70155 44729
NS 70415 44459
NS 70420 44483
NS 71896 44871
NS 73824 50752
NS 75150 50755

Cander Water
Code
1Ca

Tributary
Cander Water

Mill stream
Cairn Burn
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Grid Reference
NS 771 412

Threshing Mills
The base source of information for identifying threshing mills in the Avon Water catchment was the first edition
of the six inches to the mile Ordnance Survey maps (6 inch OS maps) Lanarkshire, surveyed between 1856
and 1859. The following procedure was followed:
1. Two farms in the Avon catchment were labelled as having threshing mills or machines. The remaining
12 mills in the catchment were identified from the presence of mill lades, ponds and/or dams marked
on these OS maps. The presence of these features is a strong indicator of the presence of a water mill
on a farm at some time and threshing mills were by far the most common type of farm mill. It has
therefore been assumed that there were threshing mills at these farms.
2. The failure to record a mill at these sites may reflect the fact that the water-powered mill had fallen into
disuse by the time of the map surveys or that there were inconsistencies in data recording between the
map surveyors.
3. The Scotland’s Places website provided no assistance with respect to the presence of farm mills in this
catchment.

Thus sites where water-powered farm mills operated at some time after c1790, are tabulated but it is difficult
to say more about exactly when they operated.
The numbers and locations of farm mills identified are summarised in Table 3. (The main tributaries are listed
according to the order where they joined the Avon Water, from upstream downwards.)

Table 3: Summary of the locations of threshing mills in the Avon Water catchment
Location of Catchment
Avon Water
Tributaries
Calder Water
Kype Water
Cander Water
Total

No of Threshing Mills
9
2
1
2
14

Threshing mills were found throughout the catchment. Some were well upstream, over 200m above sea level
in what now look like unpromising areas for growing grain.
The individual mills are listed in Table 4. The list starts upstream and moves downstream. The table defines,
where possible the name of threshing mill, the name of the millstream and the name of the tributary of the Avon
or one of its main tributaries. Many of the threshing mills utilised mill dams and many were built on very small
streams, often little more than drainage ditches. The result is that the list in Table 4 contains many tributaries
and mill streams whose names were not readily found. These are marked as “Unknown”.

Table 4: Threshing Mills in the Avon Water Catchment
(a) Avon Water
River/tributary
Mill Stream
Mill
Type
Unknown
Unknown
Roundhill
Threshing*
Lochar Water
Unknown
Hawkwood
Threshing*
Lochar Water
Unknown
Struthers Cauldcoats
Threshing*
Unknown
Unknown
High Crewburn
Threshing*
Unknown
Unknown
East Brackenridge
Threshing*
Powmillon Burn
Powmillon Burn
East Coldstream
Threshing*
Unknown
Unknown
Chapel
Threshing*
Priest's Burn
Priest's Burn
Burnside
Threshing*
Unknown
Unknown
Craigthorn
Threshing*
* These mills were identified from the presence of mill lades, dams or ponds on the farm
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(b) Calder Water
River/tributary
Mill Stream
Mill
Type
Unknown
Unknown
Hairshaw
Threshing*
Brock Burn
Brock Burn
East Browncastle
Threshing
* This mill was identified from the presence of mill lades, dams or ponds on the farm

(c) Kype Water
River/tributary
Mill Stream
Mill
Type
Kype Water
Unknown
Little Kype West
Threshing*
* This mill was identified from the presence of mill lades, dams or ponds on the farm

(d) Cander Water
River/tributary
Mill Stream
Mill
Type
Unknown
Unknown
Whitehill
Threshing*
Cander Water
Cander Water
Overwood
Threshing
* This mill was identified from the presence of mill lades, dams or ponds on the farm

Table 5 Summary of all the Mills by Type in the Water of Avon Catchment
Mill Type
Cornmills
Sawmills
Textiles
Printing
Unknown
All Commercial Mills
Threshing
Total: All Mills

Number
14
4
6
1
1
24
14
38

Note: Perhaps the only surprise is the absence of watermills serving industrial functions, but the Water of Avon
skirts the heavy industrialised area, flowing in a deep valley, rather than running through.
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